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COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 

WORKS 
The Committee on Environment and 

Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 10 a.m. to 
conduct a hearing entitled ‘‘The Appro-
priate Role of States and the Federal 
Government in Protecting Ground-
water.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 
The Committee on Foreign Relations 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
11, 2018, at 10:30 a.m to conduct a hear-
ing ‘‘Treaties.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on 
the following nominations: David Wil-
liams, of Illinois, Robert M. Duncan, of 
Kentucky, and Calvin R. Tucker, of 
Pennsylvania, each to be a Governor of 
the United States Postal Service. 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 
2018, at 2.30 p.m. to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘The 30th Anniversary of Trib-
al Self-Governance: Successes in Self- 
Governance and an Outlook for the 
Next 30 Years’’. 

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY 
The Committee on the Judiciary is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing en-
titled ‘‘Oversight of the U.S. Patent 
and Trademark Office.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
11, 2018, during votes and off the Senate 
floor to conduct a hearing on the fol-
lowing nominations. Paul R. Lawrence, 
of Virginia, to be Under Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs for Benefits, and Jo-
seph L. Falvey, Jr., of Michigan, to be 
a Judge of the United States Court of 
Appeals for Veterans Claims. 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON AGING 
The Special Committee on Aging is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 
2018, at 9.30 a.m. to conduct a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘Exploitation of Older Ameri-
cans by Guardians and Others they 
Trust.’’ 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE ON SOLVENCY OF 
MULTIEMPLOYER PENSION PLANS 

The Joint Select Committee on Sol-
vency of Multiemployer Pension Plans 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, April 
11, 2018, at 2 p.m. to conduct a hearing 
entitled, ‘‘The History of Structure of 
the Multiemployer Pension System.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON AIRLAND 
The Subcommittee on Airland of the 

Committee on Armed Services is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 

the Senate on Wednesday, April 11, 
2018, at 3:30 p.m. to conduct a hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON EMERGING THREATS AND 
CAPABILITIES 

The Subcommittee on Emerging 
Threats and Capabilities of the Com-
mittee on Armed Services is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 2:30 
p.m. to conduct a hearing. 
SUBCOMMITTEE ON CONSUMER PROTECTION, 

PRODUCT SAFETY, INSURANCE, AND DATA SE-
CURITY 
The Subcommittee on Consumer Pro-

tection, Product Safety, Insurance, and 
Data Security of the Committee on 
Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation is authorized to meet during the 
session of the Senate on Wednesday, 
April 11, 2018, at 2:30 p.m. to conduct a 
hearing entitled, ‘‘Olympic Abuse: The 
Role of National Governing Bodies in 
Protection our Athletes.’’ 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON BORDER SECURITY AND 
IMMIGRATION 

The Subcommittee on Border Secu-
rity and Immigration of the Com-
mittee on the Judiciary is authorized 
to meet during the session of the Sen-
ate on Wednesday, April 11, 2018, at 2.30 
p.m. to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Strengthening and Reforming Amer-
ica’s Immigration Court System.’’ 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Fiona Steiwer, be given privileges of 
the floor for the remainder of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that floor privi-
leges be granted to Mary Schultz and 
William Goldsmith, both fellows in my 
staff, for the remainder of this session. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

SUPPORTING THE GOALS OF 
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN’S DAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 361, S. Res. 426. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 426) supporting the 

goals of International Women’s Day. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution, 
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an 
amendment to the preamble, as fol-
lows: 

(Strike the preamble and insert the 
part printed in italic.) 

Whereas, as of March 2018, there are more 
than 3,672,000,000 women in the world; 

Whereas women and girls around the world— 
(1) have fundamental rights; 
(2) participate in the political, social, and eco-

nomic lives of their communities; 
(3) play a critical role in providing and caring 

for their families; 

(4) contribute substantially to economic 
growth and the prevention and resolution of 
conflict; and 

(5) as farmers and caregivers, play an impor-
tant role in the advancement of food security for 
their communities; 

Whereas the advancement of women around 
the world is a foreign policy priority for the 
United States; 

Whereas 2018 marks— 
(1) the 73rd anniversary of the entry into force 

of the Charter of the United Nations, which was 
the first international agreement to affirm the 
principle of equality between women and men; 

(2) the 23rd anniversary of the Fourth World 
Conference on Women, at which 189 countries 
committed to integrating gender equality into 
each dimension of society; and 

(3) the 7th anniversary of the establishment of 
the first United States National Action Plan on 
Women, Peace, and Security, which includes a 
comprehensive set of commitments by the United 
States to advance the meaningful participation 
of women in decisionmaking relating to matters 
of war or peace; 

Whereas the National Security Strategy of the 
United States, revised in December 2017— 

(1) declares that ‘‘societies that empower 
women to participate fully in civic and economic 
life are more prosperous and peaceful’’; 

(2) supports ‘‘efforts to advance the equality 
of women, protect the rights of women and girls, 
and promote women and youth empowerment 
programs’’; and 

(3) recognizes that ‘‘governments of countries 
that fail to treat women equally do not allow 
the societies of those countries to reach full po-
tential’’; 

Whereas the United States National Action 
Plan on Women, Peace, and Security, revised in 
June 2016, states that ‘‘[d]eadly conflicts can be 
more effectively avoided, and peace can be best 
forged and sustained, when women become 
equal partners in all aspects of peacebuilding 
and conflict prevention, when their lives are 
protected, their voices heard, and their perspec-
tives taken into account.’’; 

Whereas there are 72 national action plans 
around the world, and there are several addi-
tional national action plans known to be in de-
velopment; 

Whereas the joint strategy of the Department 
of State and the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development entitled ‘‘Department of 
State & USAID Joint Strategy on Countering 
Violent Extremism’’ and dated May 2016— 

(1) notes that women can play a critical role 
in identifying and addressing drivers of violent 
extremism in their families, communities, and 
broader society; and 

(2) commits to supporting programs that en-
gage women ‘‘as key stakeholders in preventing 
and countering violent extremism in their com-
munities’’; 

Whereas, despite the historical underrepresen-
tation of women in conflict resolution processes, 
women in conflict-affected regions have never-
theless achieved significant success in— 

(1) moderating violent extremism; 
(2) countering terrorism; 
(3) resolving disputes through nonviolent me-

diation and negotiation; and 
(4) stabilizing societies by improving access to 

peace and security— 
(A) services; 
(B) institutions; and 
(C) venues for decisionmaking; 

Whereas, according to the United Nations, 
peace negotiations are more likely to end in a 
peace agreement when women and women’s 
groups play an influential role in the negotia-
tion process; 

Whereas, according to a study by the Inter-
national Peace Institute, a peace agreement is 
35 percent more likely to last at least 15 years if 
women participate in the development of the 
peace agreement; 

Whereas, according to the Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs of the Department of State, the full and 
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meaningful participation of women in security 
forces vastly enhances the effectiveness of the 
security forces; 

Whereas approximately 15,000,000 girls are 
married every year before they reach the age of 
18, which means that— 

(1) 41,000 girls are married every day; or 
(2) 1 girl is married every 2 seconds; 
Whereas, according to the International 

Labor Organization, an estimated 40,300,000 
people were victims of modern slavery in 2016, 
and 71 percent of those victims were women and 
girls; 

Whereas, according to UNICEF— 
(1) approximately 1⁄4 of girls between the ages 

of 15 and 19 are victims of physical violence; 
and 

(2) it is estimated that 1 in 3 women around 
the world has experienced some form of physical 
or sexual violence; 

Whereas, according to the 2016 report of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime enti-
tled ‘‘Global Report on Trafficking in Per-
sons’’— 

(1) 79 percent of all detected trafficking vic-
tims are women and children; and 

(2) while trafficking for the purposes of sexual 
exploitation and forced labor are the most 
prominently detected forms of trafficking, the 
trafficking of women and girls for the purpose 
of forced marriage is emerging as a more preva-
lent form of trafficking; 

Whereas 603,000,000 women live in countries in 
which domestic violence is not criminalized; 

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the United 
States Government launched a strategy entitled 
‘‘United States Strategy to Prevent and Respond 
to Gender-Based Violence Globally’’, which is 
the first interagency strategy that— 

(1) addresses gender-based violence around 
the world; 

(2) advances the rights and status of women 
and girls; 

(3) promotes gender equality in United States 
foreign policy; and 

(4) works to bring about a world in which all 
individuals can pursue their aspirations without 
the threat of violence; 

Whereas, on October 6, 2017, the Women, 
Peace, and Security Act was enacted into law, 
which includes requirements for a government- 
wide ‘‘Women, Peace, and Security Strategy’’ to 
promote and strengthen women’s participation 
in peace negotiations and conflict prevention 
overseas, enhanced training for relevant United 
States Government personnel, and follow-up 
evaluations of the effectiveness of the strategy; 

Whereas, on October 27, 2017, Ambassador 
Michele J. Sison, United States Deputy Perma-
nent Representative to the United Nations, stat-
ed in a United Nations Security Council debate 
on women, peace, and security that— 

(1) ‘‘the role of women in maintaining inter-
national peace and security is more critical than 
ever’’; 

(2) ‘‘collective work is still required for women 
to gain more positions of leadership in govern-
ment and civil society, and more seats at the ne-
gotiating table’’; 

(3) ‘‘a growing body of evidence confirm[s] 
that the inclusion of women in peace processes 
helps reduce conflict and advance stability long- 
term’’; and 

(4) ‘‘when women are involved in efforts to 
bring about peace and security, the results are 
more sustainable’’; 

Whereas, in June 2016, the Department of 
State released an update to the strategy entitled 
‘‘United States Strategy to Prevent and Respond 
to Gender-Based Violence Globally’’, based on 
internal evaluations, lessons learned, and con-
sultations with civil society, that underscores 
that ‘‘preventing and responding to gender- 
based violence is a cornerstone of the U.S. gov-
ernment’s commitment to advancing human 
rights and promoting gender equality and the 
empowerment of women and girls’’; 

Whereas the ability of women and girls to re-
alize their full potential is critical to the ability 
of a country to achieve— 

(1) strong and lasting economic growth; and 
(2) political and social stability; 
Whereas, according to the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organiza-
tion— 

(1) 2⁄3 of the 778,000,000 illiterate individuals in 
the world are female; and 

(2) 130,000,000 girls worldwide are not in 
school; 

Whereas, according to the United States 
Agency for International Development, as com-
pared to uneducated women, educated women 
are— 

(1) less likely to marry as children; and 
(2) more likely to have healthier families; 
Whereas, although the United Nations Millen-

nium Project reached the goal of achieving gen-
der parity in primary education in most coun-
tries in 2015, more work remains to be done to 
achieve gender equality in primary education 
worldwide by addressing— 

(1) discriminatory practices; 
(2) cultural norms; 
(3) inadequate sanitation facilities; and 
(4) other factors that favor boys; 
Whereas, according to the United Nations, 

women have access to fewer income earning op-
portunities and are more likely to manage the 
household or engage in agricultural work than 
men, making women more vulnerable to eco-
nomic insecurity caused by— 

(1) natural disasters; and 
(2) long term changes in weather patterns; 
Whereas women around the world— 
(1) face a variety of constraints that severely 

limit their economic participation and produc-
tivity; and 

(2) are underrepresented in the labor force; 
Whereas closing the global gender gap in 

labor markets could increase worldwide gross 
domestic product by as much as 
$28,000,000,000,000 by 2025; 

Whereas despite the achievements of indi-
vidual female leaders— 

(1) women around the world remain vastly 
underrepresented in— 

(A) high-level positions; and 
(B) national and local legislatures and gov-

ernments; and 
(2) according to the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union, women account for only 22 percent of 
national parliamentarians and 17.7 percent of 
government ministers; 

Whereas, according to the World Health Orga-
nization, during the period beginning in 1990 
and ending in 2015, global maternal mortality 
decreased by approximately 44 percent, but ap-
proximately 830 women die from preventable 
causes relating to pregnancy or childbirth each 
day, and 99 percent of all maternal deaths occur 
in developing countries; 

Whereas according to the World Health Orga-
nization— 

(1) suicide is the leading cause of death for 
girls between the ages of 15 and 19; and 

(2) complications from pregnancy or childbirth 
is the second-leading cause of death for those 
girls; 

Whereas the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees reports that 
women and girls comprise approximately 1⁄2 of 
the 65,300,000 refugees and internally displaced 
or stateless individuals in the world; 

Whereas it is imperative— 
(1) to alleviate violence and discrimination 

against women; and 
(2) to afford women every opportunity to be 

full and productive members of their commu-
nities; 

Whereas violence, discrimination, and harm-
ful practices against women and girls are a di-
rect result of negative social norms that under-
value females in society; and 

Whereas March 8, 2018, is recognized as Inter-
national Women’s Day, a global day— 

(1) to celebrate the economic, political, and so-
cial achievements of women in the past, present, 
and future; and 

(2) to recognize the obstacles that women face 
in the struggle for equal rights and opportuni-
ties: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of International 

Women’s Day; 
(2) recognizes that the empowerment of 

women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of a country to generate— 

(A) economic growth; 
(B) sustainable democracy; and 
(C) inclusive security; 
(3) recognizes and honors individuals in the 

United States and around the world, includ-
ing women human rights defenders and civil 
society leaders, that have worked through-
out history to ensure that women are guar-
anteed equality and basic human rights; 

(4) recognizes the unique cultural, histor-
ical, and religious differences throughout the 
world and urges the United States Govern-
ment to act with respect and understanding 
toward legitimate differences when pro-
moting any policies; 

(5) reaffirms the commitment— 
(A) to end discrimination and violence 

against women and girls; 
(B) to ensure the safety and welfare of 

women and girls; 
(C) to pursue policies that guarantee the 

basic human rights of women and girls 
worldwide; and 

(D) to promote meaningful and significant 
participation of women in every aspect of so-
ciety and community; 

(6) supports sustainable, measurable, and 
global development that seeks to achieve 
gender equality and the empowerment of 
women; and 

(7) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe International Women’s 
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
know of no further debate on the reso-
lution. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
further debate on the resolution? 

Hearing none, the question is on 
agreeing to the resolution. 

The resolution (S. Res. 426) was 
agreed to. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. I ask unanimous 
consent that the committee-reported 
amendment to the preamble be agreed 
to and the preamble, as amended, be 
agreed to. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The committee-reported amendment 
in the nature of a substitute was 
agreed to. 

The preamble, as amended, was 
agreed to. 

The resolution, with its preamble, as 
amended, reads as follows: 

S. RES. 426 

Whereas as of March 2018, there are more 
than 3,672,000,000 women in the world; 

Whereas women and girls around the 
world— 

(1) have fundamental rights; 
(2) participate in the political, social, and 

economic lives of their communities; 
(3) play a critical role in providing and car-

ing for their families; 
(4) contribute substantially to economic 

growth and the prevention and resolution of 
conflict; and 

(5) as farmers and caregivers, play an im-
portant role in the advancement of food se-
curity for their communities; 
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Whereas the advancement of women 

around the world is a foreign policy priority 
for the United States; 

Whereas 2018 marks— 
(1) the 73rd anniversary of the entry into 

force of the Charter of the United Nations, 
which was the first international agreement 
to affirm the principle of equality between 
women and men; 

(2) the 23rd anniversary of the Fourth 
World Conference on Women, at which 189 
countries committed to integrating gender 
equality into each dimension of society; and 

(3) the 7th anniversary of the establish-
ment of the first United States National Ac-
tion Plan on Women, Peace, and Security, 
which includes a comprehensive set of com-
mitments by the United States to advance 
the meaningful participation of women in 
decisionmaking relating to matters of war or 
peace; 

Whereas the National Security Strategy of 
the United States, revised in December 
2017— 

(1) declares that ‘‘societies that empower 
women to participate fully in civic and eco-
nomic life are more prosperous and peace-
ful’’; 

(2) supports ‘‘efforts to advance the equal-
ity of women, protect the rights of women 
and girls, and promote women and youth em-
powerment programs’’; and 

(3) recognizes that ‘‘governments of coun-
tries that fail to treat women equally do not 
allow the societies of those countries to 
reach full potential’’; 

Whereas the United States National Action 
Plan on Women, Peace, and Security, revised 
in June 2016, states that ‘‘[d]eadly conflicts 
can be more effectively avoided, and peace 
can be best forged and sustained, when 
women become equal partners in all aspects 
of peacebuilding and conflict prevention, 
when their lives are protected, their voices 
heard, and their perspectives taken into ac-
count.’’; 

Whereas there are 72 national action plans 
around the world, and there are several addi-
tional national action plans known to be in 
development; 

Whereas the joint strategy of the Depart-
ment of State and the United States Agency 
for International Development entitled ‘‘De-
partment of State & USAID Joint Strategy 
on Countering Violent Extremism’’ and 
dated May 2016— 

(1) notes that women can play a critical 
role in identifying and addressing drivers of 
violent extremism in their families, commu-
nities, and broader society; and 

(2) commits to supporting programs that 
engage women ‘‘as key stakeholders in pre-
venting and countering violent extremism in 
their communities’’; 

Whereas despite the historical underrep-
resentation of women in conflict resolution 
processes, women in conflict-affected regions 
have nevertheless achieved significant suc-
cess in— 

(1) moderating violent extremism; 
(2) countering terrorism; 
(3) resolving disputes through nonviolent 

mediation and negotiation; and 
(4) stabilizing societies by improving ac-

cess to peace and security— 
(A) services; 
(B) institutions; and 
(C) venues for decisionmaking; 

Whereas according to the United Nations, 
peace negotiations are more likely to end in 
a peace agreement when women and women’s 
groups play an influential role in the nego-
tiation process; 

Whereas according to a study by the Inter-
national Peace Institute, a peace agreement 
is 35 percent more likely to last at least 15 
years if women participate in the develop-
ment of the peace agreement; 

Whereas according to the Bureau of Inter-
national Narcotics and Law Enforcement Af-
fairs of the Department of State, the full and 
meaningful participation of women in secu-
rity forces vastly enhances the effectiveness 
of the security forces; 

Whereas approximately 15,000,000 girls are 
married every year before they reach the age 
of 18, which means that— 

(1) 41,000 girls are married every day; or 
(2) 1 girl is married every 2 seconds; 

Whereas according to the International 
Labor Organization, an estimated 40,300,000 
people were victims of modern slavery in 
2016, and 71 percent of those victims were 
women and girls; 

Whereas according to UNICEF— 
(1) approximately 1⁄4 of girls between the 

ages of 15 and 19 are victims of physical vio-
lence; and 

(2) it is estimated that 1 in 3 women 
around the world has experienced some form 
of physical or sexual violence; 

Whereas according to the 2016 report of the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
entitled ‘‘Global Report on Trafficking in 
Persons’’— 

(1) 79 percent of all detected trafficking 
victims are women and children; and 

(2) while trafficking for the purposes of 
sexual exploitation and forced labor are the 
most prominently detected forms of traf-
ficking, the trafficking of women and girls 
for the purpose of forced marriage is emerg-
ing as a more prevalent form of trafficking; 

Whereas 603,000,000 women live in countries 
in which domestic violence is not 
criminalized; 

Whereas, on August 10, 2012, the United 
States Government launched a strategy enti-
tled ‘‘United States Strategy to Prevent and 
Respond to Gender-Based Violence Glob-
ally’’, which is the first interagency strategy 
that— 

(1) addresses gender-based violence around 
the world; 

(2) advances the rights and status of 
women and girls; 

(3) promotes gender equality in United 
States foreign policy; and 

(4) works to bring about a world in which 
all individuals can pursue their aspirations 
without the threat of violence; 

Whereas, on October 6, 2017, the Women, 
Peace, and Security Act was enacted into 
law, which includes requirements for a gov-
ernment-wide ‘‘Women, Peace, and Security 
Strategy’’ to promote and strengthen wom-
en’s participation in peace negotiations and 
conflict prevention overseas, enhanced train-
ing for relevant United States Government 
personnel, and follow-up evaluations of the 
effectiveness of the strategy; 

Whereas, on October 27, 2017, Ambassador 
Michele J. Sison, United States Deputy Per-
manent Representative to the United Na-
tions, stated in a United Nations Security 
Council debate on women, peace, and secu-
rity that— 

(1) ‘‘the role of women in maintaining 
international peace and security is more 
critical than ever’’; 

(2) ‘‘collective work is still required for 
women to gain more positions of leadership 
in government and civil society, and more 
seats at the negotiating table’’; 

(3) ‘‘a growing body of evidence confirm[s] 
that the inclusion of women in peace proc-
esses helps reduce conflict and advance sta-
bility long-term’’; and 

(4) ‘‘when women are involved in efforts to 
bring about peace and security, the results 
are more sustainable’’; 

Whereas in June 2016, the Department of 
State released an update to the strategy en-
titled ‘‘United States Strategy to Prevent 
and Respond to Gender-Based Violence Glob-

ally’’, based on internal evaluations, lessons 
learned, and consultations with civil society, 
that underscores that ‘‘preventing and re-
sponding to gender-based violence is a cor-
nerstone of the U.S. government’s commit-
ment to advancing human rights and pro-
moting gender equality and the empower-
ment of women and girls’’; 

Whereas the ability of women and girls to 
realize their full potential is critical to the 
ability of a country to achieve— 

(1) strong and lasting economic growth; 
and 

(2) political and social stability; 
Whereas according to the United Nations 

Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organi-
zation— 

(1) 2⁄3 of the 778,000,000 illiterate individuals 
in the world are female; and 

(2) 130,000,000 girls worldwide are not in 
school; 

Whereas according to the United States 
Agency for International Development, as 
compared to uneducated women, educated 
women are— 

(1) less likely to marry as children; and 
(2) more likely to have healthier families; 
Whereas although the United Nations Mil-

lennium Project reached the goal of achiev-
ing gender parity in primary education in 
most countries in 2015, more work remains 
to be done to achieve gender equality in pri-
mary education worldwide by addressing— 

(1) discriminatory practices; 
(2) cultural norms; 
(3) inadequate sanitation facilities; and 
(4) other factors that favor boys; 
Whereas according to the United Nations, 

women have access to fewer income earning 
opportunities and are more likely to manage 
the household or engage in agricultural work 
than men, making women more vulnerable 
to economic insecurity caused by— 

(1) natural disasters; and 
(2) long term changes in weather patterns; 
Whereas women around the world— 
(1) face a variety of constraints that se-

verely limit their economic participation 
and productivity; and 

(2) are underrepresented in the labor force; 
Whereas closing the global gender gap in 

labor markets could increase worldwide 
gross domestic product by as much as 
$28,000,000,000,000 by 2025; 

Whereas despite the achievements of indi-
vidual female leaders— 

(1) women around the world remain vastly 
underrepresented in— 

(A) high-level positions; and 
(B) national and local legislatures and 

governments; and 
(2) according to the Inter-Parliamentary 

Union, women account for only 22 percent of 
national parliamentarians and 17.7 percent of 
government ministers; 

Whereas according to the World Health Or-
ganization, during the period beginning in 
1990 and ending in 2015, global maternal mor-
tality decreased by approximately 44 per-
cent, but approximately 830 women die from 
preventable causes relating to pregnancy or 
childbirth each day, and 99 percent of all ma-
ternal deaths occur in developing countries; 

Whereas according to the World Health Or-
ganization— 

(1) suicide is the leading cause of death for 
girls between the ages of 15 and 19; and 

(2) complications from pregnancy or child-
birth is the second-leading cause of death for 
those girls; 

Whereas the Office of the United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees reports that 
women and girls comprise approximately 1⁄2 
of the 65,300,000 refugees and internally dis-
placed or stateless individuals in the world; 

Whereas it is imperative— 
(1) to alleviate violence and discrimination 

against women; and 
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(2) to afford women every opportunity to 

be full and productive members of their com-
munities; 

Whereas violence, discrimination, and 
harmful practices against women and girls 
are a direct result of negative social norms 
that undervalue females in society; and 

Whereas March 8, 2018, is recognized as 
International Women’s Day, a global day— 

(1) to celebrate the economic, political, 
and social achievements of women in the 
past, present, and future; and 

(2) to recognize the obstacles that women 
face in the struggle for equal rights and op-
portunities: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) supports the goals of International 

Women’s Day; 
(2) recognizes that the empowerment of 

women is inextricably linked to the poten-
tial of a country to generate— 

(A) economic growth; 
(B) sustainable democracy; and 
(C) inclusive security; 
(3) recognizes and honors individuals in the 

United States and around the world, includ-
ing women human rights defenders and civil 
society leaders, that have worked through-
out history to ensure that women are guar-
anteed equality and basic human rights; 

(4) recognizes the unique cultural, histor-
ical, and religious differences throughout the 
world and urges the United States Govern-
ment to act with respect and understanding 
toward legitimate differences when pro-
moting any policies; 

(5) reaffirms the commitment— 
(A) to end discrimination and violence 

against women and girls; 
(B) to ensure the safety and welfare of 

women and girls; 
(C) to pursue policies that guarantee the 

basic human rights of women and girls 
worldwide; and 

(D) to promote meaningful and significant 
participation of women in every aspect of so-
ciety and community; 

(6) supports sustainable, measurable, and 
global development that seeks to achieve 
gender equality and the empowerment of 
women; and 

(7) encourages the people of the United 
States to observe International Women’s 
Day with appropriate programs and activi-
ties. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tions to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AUTHORIZING A SENATOR TO 
BRING A YOUNG SON OR DAUGH-
TER OF THE SENATOR ONTO THE 
FLOOR OF THE SENATE DURING 
VOTES 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Com-
mittee on Rules and Administration be 
discharged from further consideration 
of S. Res. 463 and the Senate proceed to 
its immediate consideration. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The clerk will report the resolution 
by title. 

The bill clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 463) authorizing a 

Senator to bring a young son or daughter of 
the Senator onto the floor of the Senate dur-
ing votes. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
further ask unanimous consent that 
the resolution be agreed to and the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table with no inter-
vening action or debate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 463) was 
agreed to. 

(The resolution is printed in the 
RECORD of April 12, 2018, under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

RESOLUTIONS SUBMITTED TODAY 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate now proceed to the en bloc consid-
eration of the following Senate resolu-
tions, which were submitted earlier 
today: S. Res. 474, S. Res. 475, and S. 
Res. 476. 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolutions 
en bloc. 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lutions be agreed to, the preambles be 
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon 
the table, all en bloc. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolutions were agreed to. 
The preambles were agreed to. 
(The resolutions, with their pre-

ambles, are printed in today’s RECORD 
under ‘‘Submitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, APRIL 
19, 2018 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, April 
19; further, that following the prayer 
and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed; further, that following 
leader remarks, the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Bridenstine nomination. I 
further ask that all postcloture time 
on the Bridenstine nomination expire 
at 1:45 p.m. tomorrow and the Senate 
vote on confirmation of the 
Bridenstine nomination with no inter-
vening action or debate; finally, that if 
confirmed, the motion to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table and the President be immediately 
notified of the Senate’s action. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-

sent that it stand adjourned under the 
provisions of S. Res. 474, and do so as a 
further mark of respect for the late 
John Melcher, former Senator from 
Montana, following the remarks of 
Senators DURBIN, INHOFE, and 
PORTMAN. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The Senator from Illinois. 
f 

ALLOWING SENATORS’ YOUNG 
CHILDREN ON THE SENATE FLOOR 

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, on Mon-
day April 9, 2018, at 7:07 a.m., a tiny lit-
tle message to the Senate arrived: 
Maile Pearl Bowlsbey became the very 
first baby born to a Senator, bringing 
joy to her father Bryan and to her 
amazing mother, my colleague, Illinois 
Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH. 

With this blessed arrival, this Cham-
ber faced the reality of Senate parent-
hood. And tonight, just moments ago, 
we made the decision to allow Maile to 
help us make Senate history. Tonight 
we changed the standing rules of the 
Senate so that Senator DUCKWORTH, 
and any other Senator who has an in-
fant, can bring their child to the floor 
of the Senate during a vote. 

Senator DUCKWORTH can keep her re-
sponsibility under our Constitution 
and vote as a Senator without giving 
up her responsibility as a mom at that 
moment. 

I think it will do us good in the Sen-
ate every once in a while to see a pac-
ifier next to the antique ink wells on 
our desks or a diaper bag next to one of 
these brass spittoons which sits on the 
floor—thank goodness, never used. Per-
haps, the occasional cry of a baby will 
shock the Senate at times into speak-
ing up and even crying out on the 
issues that confront our Nation and the 
world. 

We certainly revere history in the 
Senate, but part of our history is rec-
ognizing change—the change that 
brought the first woman to the Senate, 
the change that brought disabled peo-
ple to the floor of the Senate, and 
changes that will come to it in the fu-
ture. These adaptations have made us a 
better Senate and more reflective of 
the people we serve. 

I just can’t say enough about my col-
league Senator TAMMY DUCKWORTH, an 
amazing woman who served her coun-
try, activated in the Illinois National 
Guard as a helicopter pilot in Iraq. 
When a grenade was shot into the cock-
pit and blew up and caused her griev-
ous injuries, many people wondered if 
she would survive. She not only sur-
vived, but she prospered. She is deter-
mined and brave. She now is the moth-
er of two little girls—something just 
short of a miracle—and that mother-
hood is something that is a source of 
great joy to all of us who count TAMMY 
as a friend and a colleague and a great 
leader in the Senate. 

Let me also give special recognition 
to two of my colleagues who made this 
resolution possible. Senator AMY KLO-
BUCHAR worked closely with TAMMY 
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