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(B) shall apply to petitions for Common-
wealth Only Transitional Workers filed on or
after such date.

(2) AUTHORITY OF SECRETARY OF HOMELAND
SECURITY.—The Secretary of Homeland Secu-
rity, in the Secretary’s discretion, may delay
the effective date of any provision of this
Act relating to Commonwealth Only Transi-
tion Workers until the effective date of the
interim final rule described in subsection (b),
except for provisions providing annual nu-
merical caps for such workers.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made
and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

———

ADMIRAL LLOYD R. “JOE” VASEY
PACIFIC WAR COMMEMORATIVE
DISPLAY ESTABLISHMENT ACT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of Calendar No. 360, H.R. 4300.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the bill by title.

The bill clerk read as follows:

A bill (H.R. 4300) to authorize Pacific His-
toric Parks to establish a commemorative
display to honor members of the United
States Armed Forces who served in the Pa-
cific Theater of World War II, and for other
purposes.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the bill.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the bill be
considered read a third time and passed
and the motion to reconsider be consid-
ered made and laid upon the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The bill (H.R. 4300) was ordered to a
third reading, was read the third time,
and passed.

———

ORDERS FOR TUESDAY, APRIL 24,
2018

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that when the
Senate completes its business today, it
adjourn until 10 a.m., Tuesday, April
24; further, that following the prayer
and pledge, the morning hour be
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time
for the two leaders be reserved for their
use later in the day, and morning busi-
ness be closed. I further ask that fol-
lowing leader remarks, the Senate pro-
ceed to executive session and resume
consideration of the Duncan nomina-
tion; further, that all time during re-
cess, adjournment, morning business,
and leader remarks count postcloture
on the Duncan nomination. Finally, I
ask that the Senate recess from 12:30
p.m. until 2:15 p.m. to allow for the
weekly conference meetings.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

——

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, if
there is no further business to come be-
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fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the
previous order, following the remarks
of Senator DURBIN and Senator WHITE-
HOUSE.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The Senator from Illinois.

———
DARK MONEY

Mr. DURBIN. Mr. President, I thank
the majority leader for allowing Sen-
ator WHITEHOUSE and myself to con-
clude today’s session.

I want first to salute my colleague,
Senator WHITEHOUSE, who will be on
the floor momentarily. He has come to
the floor many times to talk about
issues relative to climate change and
global warming. He has come on so
many occasions that I have lost track,
but it shows his dedication to this
issue.

He has also been outspoken on the
issue of campaign financing and what
is happening in America today. We all
know that it takes big money to run
big campaigns, and we all know that
many people are put off by politicians
who are waiting on wealthy donors to
give them the money to make it across
the finish line. That is a fact.

I have always said that in this busi-
ness of politics, there are two cat-
egories. There are multimillionaires
and mere mortals, and I am in the sec-
ond category, never having enough
money to finance my own campaign,
prevailing on my friends to help. It is
too bad that politics has reached the
level where campaigns are so long and
SO expensive.

Tonight Senator WHITEHOUSE and I
will highlight one aspect of that issue
that is particularly worrisome and
really should be front and center; that
is, the so-called secret contributions,
the dark money—money that is being
spent on political campaigns with no
fingerprints. It is a growing phe-
nomenon, and it is troublesome to
think that our democracy has reached
that point.

I am going to speak about one aspect
of it, and Senator WHITEHOUSE will fol-
low me on the topic. I thank him for
initiating this opportunity this
evening.

Let me tell my colleagues what my
topic is about. It is one aspect of it. We
know that the United States leads the
world in medical research. Because of
the U.S. scientific community, HIV/
AIDS is no longer a death sentence,
polio has been eradicated in this coun-
try, people survive cancer and heart at-
tacks in record number, and a child
born today will likely live to be 78
years of age—nearly three decades
longer than a baby born in 1900.

Thanks to the U.S. scientific commu-
nity, we know the true dangers of to-
bacco. Now we are learning about the
dangers related to e-cigarettes. But it
was not always the case that the dan-
gers of cigarette smoking were com-
monly accepted knowledge. For years,

April 23, 2018

the tobacco industry claimed to be in-
terested in rigorous, independent
science. They wanted to sell less harm-
ful products, and they wanted to sup-
port scientific research. Evidence has
now been disclosed which unequivo-
cally demonstrates that tobacco com-
panies, by funding alternate research
and funneling money into front organi-
zations to do their bidding, have lit-
erally corrupted the science on this
issue. They produced products they
knew were no less hazardous and
sought to influence elections to ensure
the friendliest voices supporting to-
bacco were elected to office at Federal,
State, and local levels all across the
country.

If this tactic sounds familiar, it
should. It is exactly what the Koch
brothers are currently doing with re-
spect to sowing seeds of doubt about
the causes of climate change and help-
ing to elect Republicans who are cli-
mate change deniers.

I have said repeatedly on the floor of
the Senate and I will repeat this
evening: The Republican Party of the
United States of America is the only
major political party in the world
today that denies climate change. I
have said that repeatedly, expecting
some Republican to come to the floor
and say it is not true. One of them
whispered to me in the elevator after 1
said this a few times: I think there is a
party in Australia that also denies cli-
mate change. That is the best they
could come up with.

How did this happen? There was a
time when Republicans were the lead-
ers when it came to environmental pro-
tection. If I am not mistaken, I say to
my colleague, I think it was President
Richard Nixon who created the Envi-
ronmental Protection Agency.

When I look back on my own experi-
ence in Congress, there were Repub-
licans who stood up and spoke up on
the issue of climate change. I remem-
ber when JOHN McCAIN and Joe Lieber-
man were the two lead sponsors on a
bill dealing with global warming. It has
been within my period of time serving
in the Senate, but not anymore. It has
changed dramatically. The Koch broth-
ers, I think, are behind it. They didn’t
come up with this strategy on their
own. They were able to look at Big To-
bacco’s playbook from years gone by.

The first thing Big Tobacco did was
to question legitimate science. The
Koch brothers got right in line. They
have been questioning legitimate
science when it comes to global warm-
ing, and they pioneered efforts to use
dark money to influence America’s
public opinion and to sway elections
without ever really revealing their true
identities or motivations.

I look back on tobacco and cancer. I
am one—probably, like most Ameri-
cans—who has lost a dearly loved mem-
ber of my family to tobacco and can-
cer. My father died when he was 53
years of age from lung cancer. I was 14
years old. He smoked two packs of
Camels a day. It was a horrible death.
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