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The dedication demonstrated by Alexis Run-
ning Bear is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Alexis Running Bear for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt she will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments.

———

COMMEMORATING THE HONOR-
ABLE BARBARA LEE FOR 20
YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE U.S.
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

HON. ZOE LOFGREN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, | rise with my
colleagues, Congressman PETE AGUILAR, Con-
gresswoman KAREN BASS, Congresswoman
NANETTE BARRAGAN, Congressman AMI BERA,
Congresswoman JULIA BROWNLEY, Congress-
man SALUD CARBAJAL, Congressman TONY
CARDENAS, Congresswoman Juby CHuU, Con-
gressman Lou CORREA, Congressman JIM
CosTA, Congresswoman SUSAN DAvis, Con-
gressman MARK DESAULNIER, Congress-
woman ANNA ESHOO, Congressman JOHN
GARAMENDI, Congressman JIMMY GOMEZ, Con-
gressman JARED HUFFMAN, Congressman RO
KHANNA, Congressman TED LIEU, Congress-
man ALAN LOWENTHAL, Congresswoman
DoRIsS MATsuUI, Congressman JERRY MCNER-
NEY, Congresswoman GRACE NAPOLITANO,
Congressman JIMMY PANETTA, Congress-
woman NANCY PELOSI, Congressman SCOTT
PETERS, Congresswoman LUCILLE ROYBAL-
ALLARD, Congressman RAUL Ruiz, Congress-
woman LINDA SANCHEZz, Congressman ADAM
SCHIFF, Congressman BRAD SHERMAN, Con-
gresswoman JACKIE SPEIER, Congressman
ERIC SWALWELL, Congressman MARK TAKANO,
Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, Congress-
woman NORMA TORRES, Congressman JUAN
VARGAS, and Congresswoman  MAXINE
WATERS, to commemorate my distinguished
colleague, the Honorable BARBARA LEE, as
she celebrates her 20th anniversary in the
United States House of Representatives.

Throughout her career representing the East
Bay of California, Congresswoman BARBARA
LEE has fought to turn our nation’s promise of
peace, equality and justice for all into a reality.
Her legislative accomplishments are many and
varied, but they are all rooted in the universal
goal of uplifting the marginalized and under-
represented. She has been relentless in her
commitment to addressing and alleviating pov-
erty, ending the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and ad-
vancing a vision of U.S. foreign policy that ac-
tively promotes global peace and security.

As a young working mother who relied on
public assistance while raising her sons, Con-
gresswoman LEE knows firsthand the chal-
lenges faced by those living in poverty. She
has rightly called out the moral atrocity that is
America’s epidemic of poverty. Since 2013,
she has served as Chair of the Democratic
Whip’s Task Force on Poverty, Income In-
equality, and Opportunity, which is finding so-
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lutions to end the scourge of poverty. Con-
gresswoman LEE has also made addressing
institutionalized racism and racial wealth dis-
parities a cornerstone of her approach. On the
Appropriations Committee, she works tirelessly
to protect and expand programs like unem-
ployment insurance, housing assistance, child
care, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC)
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP).

Congresswoman LEE has also been a con-
sistent force for ending HIV/AIDS domestically
and globally. She has authored or co-spon-
sored every major piece of legislation dealing
with the AIDS crisis since entering Congress,
including bills to establish the Global Fund to
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria and the
President’'s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief
(PEPFAR). Due to this groundbreaking legisla-
tion, the United States is a world leader in re-
sponding to the HIV/AIDS pandemic and end-
ing this public health emergency for good.

Congresswoman BARBARA LEE is also a
leading voice for global peace and security.
She is best known for her brave lone opposi-
tion to the open-ended 2001 Authorization for
the Use of Military Force that passed by Con-
gress just three days after the September 11th
attacks. Her foresight in predicting that this
war authorization would be used as a blank
check for perpetual war has proved prescient;
today, this AUMF remains the legal basis for
more than 40 military operations around the
world. 16 years later, Congresswoman LEE re-
mains persistent in her efforts to repeal the
AUMF, and last year achieved a historic vic-
tory when her repeal bill was adopted by a bi-
partisan and nearly unanimous vote of the Ap-
propriations Committee.

Congresswoman LEE has fought to strength-
en ties with countries around the world—serv-
ing three times as the U.S. Congressional
Representative to the United Nations. Her
decades of persistent advocacy for normal-
izing relations with Cuba was integral to the
re-opening of the U.S. embassy on the island.
Through her position on the State and Foreign
Operations  Appropriations ~ Subcommittee,
Congresswoman LEE has been a vocal cham-
pion of soft power initiatives, securing life-
saving funding for foreign development, nutri-
tion and health care programs. Her leadership
positions in Congress include: Vice Chair of
the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee
(2017—present), Vice Chair and founding
member of the LGBT Equality Caucus, Co-
Founder and Co-Chair of the Congressional
HIV/AIDS Caucus, and Co-Chair of the Sudan
and South Sudan Caucus.

She is the former chair (2008-2010) of the
Congressional Black Caucus, a former co-
chair of the Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus, and a member of the Congressional
Asian Pacific American Caucus, where she
serves as co-Chair of the Health Care Task
Force. Congresswoman LEE is a member of
the Appropriations Committee and the Budget
Committee, and previously served on the
Banking, International Relations, Financial
Services, and Foreign Affairs committees.

Congresswoman BARBARA LEE’s extraor-
dinary work makes her an invaluable member
of Congress. Today we celebrate her passion,
commitment, and dedication to public service
these past 20 years, and express our admira-
tion that she remains a renegade for peace
and justice. We send her our highest regards
and best wishes as she crosses this incredible
milestone.
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today | rise
to remember the life of Edwin “David” Colwell,
87, who passed away on Sunday, April 15,
2018.

David was born on March 14, 1931 in
Vinton, Ohio to the late Everett and Grace
Colwell, nee Kincaid. He was a proud OSU
grad, and the first college grad in his family.
He was in ROTC/Air Force and after gradua-
tion served as a pilot flying over the Sea of
Japan to bring food to our armed forces in
Korea after the end of the Korean War.

After his honorable discharge as a Captain,
David returned to Ohio and married his first
wife Janice Fike in Ashland, Ohio. They had 2
dear daughters, Cappi and Camilla. After 22
years of marriage, Janice passed in 1983.
Professionally, David began his career with
The Kroger Company, first in the bakery, then
through the ranks until he headed up the
“Cookies, Crackers and Snacks Division”,
which was very popular with the kids in the
neighborhood. It was during this time, during
the early '70s that David began developing his
real estate business, focusing on housing for
Ohio State students. E. David’s Properties
continues to house students annually. It has
housed thousands over almost 40 vyears.
David was a very popular landlord, receiving
Valentine’s Day cards and invitations to his
renters’ graduation parties. He loved the stu-
dents and was so proud of their accomplish-
ments!

David enjoyed travelling the world with his
wife Jolene, knowing no stranger, relishing dif-
ferent cultures and traditions, and always
ready to plan the next trip. They loved Europe,
particularly Poland and the Czech Republic,
and their 30 years of beach vacations in Mex-
ico where they had so many loving friends.
There was no more passionate an OSU sports
fan than David. He held season tickets for
football and basketball. He and his best bud,
Harvey, were always sure that their coaching
expertise could help the Bucks win!

For 30 years, David has been married to
Jolene Moritz Molitoris who is a friend of mine
and long-time public servant and transpor-
tation leader. Jolene was an official at the
Ohio Department of Transportation when
President Clinton appointed her as the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Railroad Administration
and later she served as Director of the Ohio
Department of Transportation.

There was no more passionate a family
man than David. He was so proud of all the
family accomplishments. He so loved his fam-
ily. He will be missed beyond imagining by his
wife Jolene; and his children, Cappi, Camilla,
spouse, Harold, Jill, Jay, spouse, Catherine;
grandchildren, Calina, Devin and Ellis; and his
sister, Catherine; and his beloved dogs, Choo
Choo and Teddy.

| extend my sincerest condolences to his
family and friends.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and honor Fran Baker for
receiving the West Chamber’s Jefferson Coun-
ty Hall of Fame Award. This award honors
outstanding individuals who have had signifi-
cant and long-lasting impacts on Jefferson
County’s economy, community and legacy.

Fran Baker is the Executive Director of En-
richment for the Gold Crown Foundation
where she oversees program development,
community outreach and fundraising efforts.
However, Fran’s first love is fashion. She
started her career as a fashion buyer for May
Company in Denver, after receiving a mar-
keting degree from The Fashion Institute of
Technology at NYU. She left the fashion in-
dustry and dedicated several years to raising
her children. While raising her children, she
returned to school to receive her BA in Early
Childhood Development and teaching certifi-
cate from Metro State University.

For nine years, she worked as a Title One
Reading Teacher and Literacy Coach in Jef-
ferson County. From there, she went on to
lead a needs assessment for the planning, de-
signing and implementation of the Enrichment
programs for the Gold Crown Foundation’s
Field House. Under Fran’s direction, Gold
Crown Enrichment was awarded licensing for
the international after school program, “The
Clubhouse.” She worked to develop the rela-
tionship with Jefferson County schools to es-
tablish programming during the school day,
which has served thousands of students from
neighboring elementary and middle schools.
After providing Enrichment programs for 14
years at the Field House, Gold Crown recently
opened a second Clubhouse in Edgewater.
Fran currently serves on the board for the
Clubhouse Network, which includes 100 Club-
house sites in 19 countries.

Congratulations to Fran Baker for this well-
deserved award, and | thank her for her con-
tinued dedication to our community.

——

HONORING RISE AWARD
RECIPIENT, KIM KARNOFSKI

HON. JAIME HERRERA BEUTLER

OF WASHINGTON
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

Ms. HERRERA BEUTLER. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to honor Kim Karnofski, a con-
stituent of mine from Castle Rock, Wash-
ington. Kim is receiving the prestigious Recog-
nizing Inspirational School Employees Award
for her outstanding service to the students of
Washington state and I'm proud to recognize
her achievement today.

Since 1988, Kim has served as an invalu-
able resource to students and families of Cas-
tle Rock. She has dedicated her life to leading
service projects in her community, working
with credit recovery students to help them
achieve post-graduation success and even im-
plementing a Life Fitness P.E. program to
teach healthy habits to students. Kim also de-
voted her time as a member of the Public
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School Employees of Washington SEIU Local
1948, serving as an advocate for her col-
leagues dedicated to serving our students.

The RISE Award is presented by the Na-
tional Coalition of Classified Education Sup-
port Employee Unions, a coalition of state and
national unions that represent one million
school support employees. Five individuals
from across the country are recognized for
their extraordinary efforts to promote quality
education, foster positive learning environ-
ments and ensure student success. The
award is given to those who have made ex-
ceptional contributions to education, promoting
student achievement, student safety, as well
as helping to build a brighter future for our
children.

| was very proud to learn about Kim and the
work she’s done to become one of those five
individuals recognized for their exemplary
service to students, and | am equally proud to
have her as a member of Southwest Washing-
ton’s community. | want to congratulate Kim
on receiving this well-deserved award and
thank her for her unwavering leadership and
contributions to the students of Castle Rock.

———

IN HONOR OF TRICIA STILES
SIMPSON

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, | rise to
recognize a remarkable woman who has
made an extraordinary contribution to the
Commonwealth of Virginia and the people of
the northern Shenandoah Valley.

With the retirement of Tricia Stiles Simpson
from her position as Legislative Assistant to
Virginia State Senator Jill Vogel, those attend-
ing the 2018 session of the Virginia General
Assembly experienced a clear loss of energy,
enthusiasm, honesty and intelligence that con-
stitute this extraordinary human being.

A gifted speaker and writer, Tricia has al-
ways displayed natural leadership skills and
has been highly sought after for a variety of
boards and commissions. Over the years, she
has generously given of her time, energy and
money to a wide variety of organizations, serv-
ing as chairman or vice chairman of the fol-
lowing: Frederick County School Board, to
which she was elected and reelected; United
Way of the Northern Shenandoah Valley;
Frederick County Department of Social Serv-
ices; Winchester Branch of the American As-
sociation of University Women; Shenandoah
Valley Private Industry Council; and Tri-County
VA Opportunities IndustriaLization Center.

As one who has consistently lived her life
out of the conviction that each individual has
inherent dignity and worth, Tricia Stiles Simp-
son’s overriding passion has been to serve
and advocate for the most vulnerable mem-
bers of our society, especially disabled chil-
dren. During her 35 years of service to individ-
uals with disabilities, Tricia has been an
award-winning Special Education Teacher in
Clarke County; Director of Rehabilitation Serv-
ices for Northwestern Workshop; National
Project Director of the National Association of
Rehabilitation Facilities; administrator at Graf-
ton School; and Executive Director of the Win-
chester-Frederick County Child Advocacy
Center.
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In each of these positions, as well as during
the 10 years she spent as Senator Vogel's
Legislative Assistant, Tricia generously gave
of her time and energies to those struggling
with almost every challenge imaginable, treat-
ing each with honesty and compassion, so
that they left her presence knowing that they
had been heard and respected. Asked how
she managed to deal so successfully with con-
fused and troubled people, Simpson explained
her simple three-part rule: “Say what you
mean and do what you say; be consistent;
and love them absolutely.”

Mr. Speaker, | ask that you and our col-
leagues join me in recognizing and thanking
Tricia Stiles Simpson for her extraordinary ca-
reer serving the people of the northern Shen-
andoah Valley and the Commonwealth of Vir-
ginia and wishing her and her husband, HB
Simpson, many years of continued happiness
in their retirement years.

TRIBUTE TO THE CENTENNIAL
YEAR OF McDONOGH 35 SENIOR
HIGH SCHOOL

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND

OF LOUISIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2018

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to celebrate the Centennial Year of McDonogh
35 Senior High School. McDonogh 35 Senior
High School is the oldest public high school
established for African-Americans in New Or-
leans, Louisiana. The year 1917 was a crucial
year in educational advancement for African-
Americans in the city. After decades of being
denied the opportunity to attend public schools
beyond the eighth grade, African-American
students would have a public high school that
offered courses that prepared them to attend
the colleges throughout the city of New Orle-
ans.

Despite the location of McDonogh 35, in a
section of the city that once housed brothels,
barrooms, and boarding houses, the school
would become a beacon of hope and pride to
New Orleans’ black community. For decades,
the campus on South Rampart and Girod
Streets was not equipped to serve with fidelity
the needs of its students. Science labs were
not modernized. There was no gymnasium to
provide fitness for student-athletes. Moreover,
many students took it upon themselves to pro-
vide nutritious meals for their classmates by
preparing food by growing gardens of fresh
produce. It was, for those times, an
unsustainable set of low conditions.

Despite these circumstances, the students
achieved accomplishments in the academic,
artistic, and athletic fields of education—and
also took on the challenges of addressing the
social injustices of their day. Even with the de-
struction to their fifty-year-old building by Hur-
ricane Betsy in 1965, this situation did not dis-
courage the McDonogh 35 community from
achieving excellence. The students continued
to excel as they called a federal courthouse
and an older school building home—until the
opening of the historic Kerlerec Street building
in 1972. In 2005, when Hurricane Katrina
struck the city, the returning students of
McDonogh 35 rallied and fought to have their
school opened, making passionate pleas to
the Orleans Parish School Board for the res-
toration of this historic institution. In 2015, a
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