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The dedication demonstrated by Alexis Run-

ning Bear is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Alexis Running Bear for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt she will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of her fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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COMMEMORATING THE HONOR-
ABLE BARBARA LEE FOR 20 
YEARS OF SERVICE IN THE U.S. 
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

HON. ZOE LOFGREN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, April 24, 2018 

Ms. LOFGREN. Mr. Speaker, I rise with my 
colleagues, Congressman PETE AGUILAR, Con-
gresswoman KAREN BASS, Congresswoman 
NANETTE BARRAGÁN, Congressman AMI BERA, 
Congresswoman JULIA BROWNLEY, Congress-
man SALUD CARBAJAL, Congressman TONY 
CÁRDENAS, Congresswoman JUDY CHU, Con-
gressman LOU CORREA, Congressman JIM 
COSTA, Congresswoman SUSAN DAVIS, Con-
gressman MARK DESAULNIER, Congress-
woman ANNA ESHOO, Congressman JOHN 
GARAMENDI, Congressman JIMMY GOMEZ, Con-
gressman JARED HUFFMAN, Congressman RO 
KHANNA, Congressman TED LIEU, Congress-
man ALAN LOWENTHAL, Congresswoman 
DORIS MATSUI, Congressman JERRY MCNER-
NEY, Congresswoman GRACE NAPOLITANO, 
Congressman JIMMY PANETTA, Congress-
woman NANCY PELOSI, Congressman SCOTT 
PETERS, Congresswoman LUCILLE ROYBAL- 
ALLARD, Congressman RAUL RUIZ, Congress-
woman LINDA SÁNCHEZ, Congressman ADAM 
SCHIFF, Congressman BRAD SHERMAN, Con-
gresswoman JACKIE SPEIER, Congressman 
ERIC SWALWELL, Congressman MARK TAKANO, 
Congressman MIKE THOMPSON, Congress-
woman NORMA TORRES, Congressman JUAN 
VARGAS, and Congresswoman MAXINE 
WATERS, to commemorate my distinguished 
colleague, the Honorable BARBARA LEE, as 
she celebrates her 20th anniversary in the 
United States House of Representatives. 

Throughout her career representing the East 
Bay of California, Congresswoman BARBARA 
LEE has fought to turn our nation’s promise of 
peace, equality and justice for all into a reality. 
Her legislative accomplishments are many and 
varied, but they are all rooted in the universal 
goal of uplifting the marginalized and under-
represented. She has been relentless in her 
commitment to addressing and alleviating pov-
erty, ending the HIV/AIDS pandemic, and ad-
vancing a vision of U.S. foreign policy that ac-
tively promotes global peace and security. 

As a young working mother who relied on 
public assistance while raising her sons, Con-
gresswoman LEE knows firsthand the chal-
lenges faced by those living in poverty. She 
has rightly called out the moral atrocity that is 
America’s epidemic of poverty. Since 2013, 
she has served as Chair of the Democratic 
Whip’s Task Force on Poverty, Income In-
equality, and Opportunity, which is finding so-

lutions to end the scourge of poverty. Con-
gresswoman LEE has also made addressing 
institutionalized racism and racial wealth dis-
parities a cornerstone of her approach. On the 
Appropriations Committee, she works tirelessly 
to protect and expand programs like unem-
ployment insurance, housing assistance, child 
care, the Earned Income Tax Credit (EITC) 
and Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Pro-
gram (SNAP). 

Congresswoman LEE has also been a con-
sistent force for ending HIV/AIDS domestically 
and globally. She has authored or co-spon-
sored every major piece of legislation dealing 
with the AIDS crisis since entering Congress, 
including bills to establish the Global Fund to 
Fight AIDS, Tuberculosis, and Malaria and the 
President’s Emergency Plan for AIDS Relief 
(PEPFAR). Due to this groundbreaking legisla-
tion, the United States is a world leader in re-
sponding to the HIV/AIDS pandemic and end-
ing this public health emergency for good. 

Congresswoman BARBARA LEE is also a 
leading voice for global peace and security. 
She is best known for her brave lone opposi-
tion to the open-ended 2001 Authorization for 
the Use of Military Force that passed by Con-
gress just three days after the September 11th 
attacks. Her foresight in predicting that this 
war authorization would be used as a blank 
check for perpetual war has proved prescient; 
today, this AUMF remains the legal basis for 
more than 40 military operations around the 
world. 16 years later, Congresswoman LEE re-
mains persistent in her efforts to repeal the 
AUMF, and last year achieved a historic vic-
tory when her repeal bill was adopted by a bi-
partisan and nearly unanimous vote of the Ap-
propriations Committee. 

Congresswoman LEE has fought to strength-
en ties with countries around the world—serv-
ing three times as the U.S. Congressional 
Representative to the United Nations. Her 
decades of persistent advocacy for normal-
izing relations with Cuba was integral to the 
re-opening of the U.S. embassy on the island. 
Through her position on the State and Foreign 
Operations Appropriations Subcommittee, 
Congresswoman LEE has been a vocal cham-
pion of soft power initiatives, securing life-
saving funding for foreign development, nutri-
tion and health care programs. Her leadership 
positions in Congress include: Vice Chair of 
the Democratic Steering and Policy Committee 
(2017–present), Vice Chair and founding 
member of the LGBT Equality Caucus, Co- 
Founder and Co-Chair of the Congressional 
HIV/AIDS Caucus, and Co-Chair of the Sudan 
and South Sudan Caucus. 

She is the former chair (2008–2010) of the 
Congressional Black Caucus, a former co- 
chair of the Congressional Progressive Cau-
cus, and a member of the Congressional 
Asian Pacific American Caucus, where she 
serves as co-Chair of the Health Care Task 
Force. Congresswoman LEE is a member of 
the Appropriations Committee and the Budget 
Committee, and previously served on the 
Banking, International Relations, Financial 
Services, and Foreign Affairs committees. 

Congresswoman BARBARA LEE’s extraor-
dinary work makes her an invaluable member 
of Congress. Today we celebrate her passion, 
commitment, and dedication to public service 
these past 20 years, and express our admira-
tion that she remains a renegade for peace 
and justice. We send her our highest regards 
and best wishes as she crosses this incredible 
milestone. 
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Mr. RYAN of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, today I rise 
to remember the life of Edwin ‘‘David’’ Colwell, 
87, who passed away on Sunday, April 15, 
2018. 

David was born on March 14, 1931 in 
Vinton, Ohio to the late Everett and Grace 
Colwell, nee Kincaid. He was a proud OSU 
grad, and the first college grad in his family. 
He was in ROTC/Air Force and after gradua-
tion served as a pilot flying over the Sea of 
Japan to bring food to our armed forces in 
Korea after the end of the Korean War. 

After his honorable discharge as a Captain, 
David returned to Ohio and married his first 
wife Janice Fike in Ashland, Ohio. They had 2 
dear daughters, Cappi and Camilla. After 22 
years of marriage, Janice passed in 1983. 
Professionally, David began his career with 
The Kroger Company, first in the bakery, then 
through the ranks until he headed up the 
‘‘Cookies, Crackers and Snacks Division’’, 
which was very popular with the kids in the 
neighborhood. It was during this time, during 
the early ’70s that David began developing his 
real estate business, focusing on housing for 
Ohio State students. E. David’s Properties 
continues to house students annually. It has 
housed thousands over almost 40 years. 
David was a very popular landlord, receiving 
Valentine’s Day cards and invitations to his 
renters’ graduation parties. He loved the stu-
dents and was so proud of their accomplish-
ments! 

David enjoyed travelling the world with his 
wife Jolene, knowing no stranger, relishing dif-
ferent cultures and traditions, and always 
ready to plan the next trip. They loved Europe, 
particularly Poland and the Czech Republic, 
and their 30 years of beach vacations in Mex-
ico where they had so many loving friends. 
There was no more passionate an OSU sports 
fan than David. He held season tickets for 
football and basketball. He and his best bud, 
Harvey, were always sure that their coaching 
expertise could help the Bucks win! 

For 30 years, David has been married to 
Jolene Moritz Molitoris who is a friend of mine 
and long-time public servant and transpor-
tation leader. Jolene was an official at the 
Ohio Department of Transportation when 
President Clinton appointed her as the Admin-
istrator of the Federal Railroad Administration 
and later she served as Director of the Ohio 
Department of Transportation. 

There was no more passionate a family 
man than David. He was so proud of all the 
family accomplishments. He so loved his fam-
ily. He will be missed beyond imagining by his 
wife Jolene; and his children, Cappi, Camilla, 
spouse, Harold, Jill, Jay, spouse, Catherine; 
grandchildren, Calina, Devin and Ellis; and his 
sister, Catherine; and his beloved dogs, Choo 
Choo and Teddy. 

I extend my sincerest condolences to his 
family and friends. 
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