April 24, 2018

in bonuses, while over 4 million Amer-
ican workers have already received a
pay raise, bonus, or other financial in-
vestment. Even Warren Buffett re-
cently referred to the new law as being
a ‘“‘huge tailwind” for American busi-
nesses.
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As much as Senator SCHUMER or Mi-
nority Leader PELOSI would like to
trumpet tax reform as unpopular, bad
for the economy, Armageddon, or just
crumbs for people, they are missing the
point. Tax reform grows more popular
each day, especially as more and more
Americans see more in their paychecks
and begin to realize how they stand to
benefit under this new law, especially
when the full extent of the law has not
yet been felt until next year.

Instead of taking away those savings
and benefits, the majority whip and I
are giving the people who feel so
strongly the option to help pay down
the deficit on their own accord volun-
tarily. I applaud the philanthropic
work of Mr. Gates, Mr. Buffett, and
others, but the DEMAND Act doesn’t
force anyone to do anything; it allows
certain individuals who demand to pay
more in taxes to put their money
where their mouth is.

Indeed, Senator Biden, a few years
ago, said paying taxes is patriotic, so
let those who demand to pay more, who
want to pay more, lead the way in the
new patriotism.

—————

THE WHITE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
New York (Mr. JEFFRIES) for 56 minutes.

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to address another egregious
misrepresentation coming from you
know who. How dare anyone refer to an
overpriced luxury golf course as the
Southern White House.

Let’s be clear about something: The
Civil War is over. Jefferson Davis
failed. The Confederacy lost. There is
no such thing as the Southern White
House.

Thousands of Americans died on the
battlefield and shed blood, sweat, and
tears to make certain that, in this
country, only one institution con-
nected to the executive branch stood in
the land of the free and the home of the
brave. That institution is located right
here in our Nation’s Capital. The ad-
dress is 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. It
was built by slaves.

The White House does not belong to
the ghosts of the Confederacy. The
White House does not belong to Vladi-
mir Putin or his indigenous collabo-
rators. The White House does not be-
long to a privately owned real estate
cartel to be used and abused as a prop
for an infomercial.

We are a government of the people,
by the people, and for the people. The
White House belongs to the American
people.
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TAX CUTS AND JOBS ACT

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FoxX) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to dispute the absurdity that the Tax
Cuts and Jobs Act benefits only the
wealthy, leaving nothing but crumbs
for the rest.

As someone who started contributing
to my family’s household income at
age 12, I am all too familiar with the
many struggles of our country’s work-
ing and middle classes. Despite their
steady perseverance in the face of poli-
ticians whose fiscal philosophy was
“government knows best,”” the working
poor and middle class have been
chewed up by the system that same
philosophy promulgated.

Republicans’ Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
delivers a modern Tax Code that is fis-
cally responsible, levels the playing
field, and supports working-class
Americans. Republicans understand
that progrowth tax reform means sim-
pler and fairer taxes that provide
much-needed relief to the middle class
and our small businesses. It also means
security for American jobs, more take-
home pay for the workforce, and a level
playing field for Americans’ farms and
businesses.

By doubling the standard deduction,
the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act will move
more low-income Americans into the
zero tax bracket. For married couples
filing jointly, this translates to $24,000
yvearly that is free—free—from Federal
taxes. This also means that working-
class Americans will be able to take
home more of their hard-earned pay-
checks.

Currently, over 70 percent of the peo-
ple in the United States already take
the standard deduction. By doubling
the standard deduction, even more
Americans will be spared from
itemizing, and the process will be so
simple that they can file on a postcard.
For those few Americans who do elect
to itemize, the Tax Cuts and Jobs Act
preserves the child and dependent care
tax credit, the adoption tax credit, the
deduction for charitable contributions,
the home mortgage interest deduction
for existing mortgages, and the deduc-
tion for newly purchased homes for in-
terest on up to $750,000 of mortgage
principal.

It also continues to allow for writeoff
of State and local property taxes up to
$10,000. Finally, it expands the medical
expense deduction in 2018 for medical
expenses exceeding 7.5 percent of ad-
justed gross income and rises to 10 per-
cent beginning in 2019.

Last, by lowering the crippling taxes
on businesses, the Tax Cuts and Jobs
Act translates to an increase in em-
ployment and workers’ wages. We are
seeing the lowest unemployment rate
since 2000, and 4 million workers and
counting have seen the benefits of
these historic tax cuts in their income.
Businesses across the country are giv-
ing bonuses, pay raises, and new in-
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vestments. Bonuses alone amount to
over $4 billion across businesses coun-
trywide.

The evidence that tax cuts provide
substantial relief for the working and
middle classes is clear. The Democrats’
approach was to defend a Tax Code rid-
dled with high taxes and loopholes, but
I am proud that Republicans delivered
on our promise to bring relief to Amer-
ican workers and happy to say that we
are only beginning to see the benefits
of this historic tax cut for America’s
businesses, workers, families, and job
creators.

———

THE HEROIC ACTS OF JAMES
SHAW, JR., AND TAMMIE JO
SHULTS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. COHEN) for 56 minutes.

Mr. COHEN. Mr. Speaker, malevolent
actions and accidents give an oppor-
tunity for people to rise to heroic ac-
tions. America is a country familiar
with heroes.

At a sad and awful event this week-
end in Nashville, Davidson County, at a
Waffle House where four individuals
were Killed and four injured by a crazed
individual with an AR-15, a man named
James Shaw, Jr., rallied all of his cour-
age and strength to rise to the occasion
of heroics, to get the assailant, take
his gun from him, and to save his life
and other people’s lives.

James Shaw, Jr., is a lifetime
Nashvillian. He didn’t plan to be a hero
that day, but he rose to the occasion. I
take my hat off to him and commend
him for his actions in saving other
lives.

Just a week or so earlier, we had a
Southwest Airlines plane that would
have crashed if it weren’t for a great
pilot, possibly, a plane that, tragically,
had a piece of the wing come off and fly
into the airplane and cause the death
of a passenger and chaos on the plane.

The pilot, a trained Navy fighter
pilot, Tammie Jo Shults, stayed calm
and brought that plane in safely with-
out any other loss of life or injuries.
She is a Sully part 2: Sullenberger, who
took that plane in New York and land-
ed it in the river and saved a lot of peo-
ple’s lives.

We all honored Sully, as we should
and should have. We need to honor
Tammie Jo Shults in the same way.
She is Sullenberger part 2. And James
Shaw, Jr., of Nashville is a hero of the
same dimension, and he saved many
American lives. Those acts need to be
remembered, reflected upon, and hon-
ored. I do so today, and I know other
Members of this House do as well.

HONORING JUDGE PATRICIA
GIFFORD
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Indiana (Mrs. BROOKS) for 5 minutes.
Mrs. BROOKS of Indiana. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to honor the life of
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