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NASA continues to be the world’s premier
space organization but as innovation and pri-
vate interest in space continues we must
make room for private sector interests.

We must provide for safe and responsible
space innovations, while assuring that the
United States remains a leader in this area.

H.R. 2809 maintains sustainability of pur-
pose for the government’s support of commer-
cial space activities.

The bill lays the ground work for an expan-
sion in commercial space activity and empha-
sizes the importance of maintaining a steady
cadence of science missions that lead the way
into deeper exploration of our planet, solar
system and beyond.

This authorization addresses an issue of
great importance to a sustained and healthy
space program.

The bill provides a place in the Department
of Commerce for remote sensing commercial
space activity.

It is the responsibility of this Congress to
ensure that the future of NASA is one of con-
tinued progress and that space exploration re-
mains a part of our national destiny.

NASA inspires our children to look to the
stars and dream of what they too may achieve
one day.

Space exploration allows us to push the
bounds of our scientific knowledge, as we
carry out research projects not possible within
the constraints of planet Earth.

| ask my colleagues to join me in voting in
favor of H.R. 2809.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. SMITH)
that the House suspend the rules and
pass the bill, H.R. 2089, as amended.

The question was taken; and (two-
thirds being in the affirmative) the
rules were suspended and the bill, as
amended, was passed.

A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

INNOVATORS TO ENTREPRENEURS
ACT OF 2018

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I move to suspend the rules and
pass the bill (H.R. 5086) to require the
Director of the National Science Foun-
dation to develop an I-Corps course to
support commercialization-ready inno-
vation companies, and for other pur-
poses, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.

The text of the bill is as follows:

H.R. 5086

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘“‘Innovators
to Entrepreneurs Act of 2018”’.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) The National Science Foundation Inno-
vation Corps Program (hereinafter referred
to as ‘“‘I-Corps’’), created administratively by
the Foundation in 2011 and statutorily au-
thorized in the American Innovation and
Competitiveness Act, has succeeded in in-
creasing the commercialization of Govern-
ment-funded research.

(2) I-Corps provides valuable entrepre-
neurial education to graduate students,
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postdoctoral fellows, and other researchers,
providing formal training for scientists and
engineers to pursue careers in business, an
increasingly common path for advanced de-
gree holders.

(3) The I-Corps Teams program is success-
ful in part due to its focus on providing the
specific types of education and mentoring
entrepreneurs need based on the early stage
of their companies, however the program
does not provide similar support to them at
later stages.

(4) The success of I-Corps in the very early
stages of the innovation continuum should
be expanded upon by offering additional en-
trepreneurship training to small businesses
as they advance toward commercialization.

(5) The excellent training made available
to grantees of participating agencies through
the I-Corps Program should be made avail-
able to all Federal grantees as well as other
businesses willing to pay the cost of attend-
ing such training.

(6) The success of the I-Corps Program at
promoting entrepreneurship within research
institutions and encouraging research com-
mercialization has been due in part to the
National Science Foundation’s efforts to
date on building a national network of
science entrepreneurs, including convening
stakeholders, promoting national I-Corps
courses, cataloguing best practices and en-
courage sharing between sites and institu-
tions, and developing a mentor network.

(7) As the I-Corps Program continues to
grow and expand, the National Science Foun-
dation should maintain its focus on net-
working and information sharing to ensure
that innovators across the country can learn
from their peers and remain competitive.
SEC. 3. EXPANDED PARTICIPATION IN I-CORPS.

Section 601(c)(2) of the American Innova-
tion and Competitiveness Act (42 U.S.C.
1862s-8(c)(2)) is amended by adding at the end
the following:

““(C) ADDITIONAL PARTICIPANTS.—

‘(i) BELIGIBILITY.—The Director, in con-
sultation with relevant stakeholders, as de-
termined by the Director, which may include
Federal agencies, I-Corps regional nodes,
universities, and public and private entities
engaged in technology transfer or commer-
cialization of technologies, shall provide an
option for participation in an I-Corps Teams
course by—

‘(I) Small Business Innovation Research
Program grantees; and

“(IT) other entities, as determined appro-
priate by the Director.

““(i1) CoST OF PARTICIPATION.—The cost of
participation by a Small Business Innova-
tion Research Program grantee in such
course may be provided—

‘() through I-Corps Teams grants;

‘“(IT) through funds awarded to grantees
under the Small Business Innovation Re-
search Program or the Small Business Tech-
nology Transfer Program;

‘“(III) by the grantor Federal agency of the
grantee using funds set aside for the Small
Business Innovation Research Program
under section 9(f)(1) of the Small Business
Act (15 U.S.C. 638(f)(1));

‘“(IV) by the grantor Federal agency of the
grantee using funds set aside for the Small
Business Technology Transfer Program
under section 9(n)(1) of the Small Business
Act (156 U.S.C. 638(n)(1)); or

(V) by the participating teams.”’.

SEC. 4. I-CORPS COURSE FOR COMMERCIALIZA-
TION-READY PARTICIPANTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the I-
Corps program described in section 601(c) of
the American Innovation and Competitive-
ness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s-8(c)), the Director
shall develop an I-Corps course offered by I-
Corps regional nodes to support commer-
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cialization-ready participants. Such course
shall include skills such as attracting inves-
tors, scaling up a company, and building a
brand.

(b) ENGAGEMENT WITH RELEVANT STAKE-
HOLDERS.—In developing the course under
subsection (a), the Director may consult
with the heads of such Federal agencies, uni-
versities, and public and private entities as
the Director determines to be appropriate.

(c) ELIGIBLE PARTICIPANTS.—The course de-
veloped under subsection (a) shall—

(1) support participants that have com-
pleted an I-Corps Teams course;

(2) support participants that have made
the decision to take an innovation to mar-
ket.

SEC. 5. REPORT.

Not later than 2 years after the date of en-
actment of this Act, the Comptroller General
of the United States shall submit to Con-
gress a report containing an evaluation of
the I-Corps program described in section
601(c) of the American Innovation and Com-
petitiveness Act (42 U.S.C. 1862s-8(c)). Such
evaluation shall include an assessment of the
effects of I-Corps on—

(1) the commercialization of Federally
funded research and development;

(2) the higher education system; and

(3) regional economies and the national
economy.

SEC. 6. FUNDING.

(a) FISCAL YEARS 2019 AND 2020.—Out of
amounts otherwise authorized for the Na-
tional Science Foundation, there is author-
ized to be appropriated a total of $5,000,000
for fiscal years 2019 and 2020 to carry out the
activities described in section 4 and the
amendment made by section 3.

(b) LIMITATION.—No additional funds are
authorized to be appropriated to carry out
this Act and the amendments made by this
Act, and this Act and such amendments shall
be carried out using amounts otherwise
available for such purpose.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WEBSTER) and the gen-
tleman from Illinois (Mr. LIPINSKI)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Florida.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I ask unanimous consent that all
Members have 5 legislative days to re-
vise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
5086, the bill now under consideration.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Florida?

There was no objection.

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, today I ask my col-
leagues to join me in supporting the
Innovators to Entrepreneurs Act, H.R.
5086.

I thank my friend DANIEL LIPINSKI
for introducing the legislation with
me. He is a champion of the time-prov-
en Innovation Corps program, better
known as I-Corps.

This bipartisan piece of legislation is
a result of the committee hearings on
the I-Corps program. The Innovation
Corps program was created by the Na-
tional Science Foundation in 2011 to
teach scientists and engineers how to
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turn their laboratory innovations into
successful commercial products and
services.

This program assists scientists and
engineers in the development of their
academic research and equips them to
bring that research into the private
market. We have witnessed the wonder-
ful successes of this program in my
home State of Florida and across the
Nation. H.R. 5086 expands the I-Corps
program by creating a new course for
commercialization-ready companies.

Following the completion of an I-
Corps team course, individuals are eli-
gible for this new course which will
help them create, market, and eventu-
ally expand their private sector com-
pany. Through marketing, hiring, orga-
nizing, and attracting investors, these
participants’ success increases dra-
matically.

The bill breaks down the barriers ex-
perienced by current scientists when
attempting to bring their product to
market. Additionally, this bill expands
the groups allowed to apply for the I-
Corps program and offers new options
for how to initially pay for the course.

Mr. Speaker, I would appreciate my
colleagues’ support in passing this
commonsense piece of legislation, and I
reserve the balance of my time.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself such time as I may consume.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5086, the Innovators to Entrepreneurs
Act of 2018, a bill that I introduced to
spur entrepreneurship and turn Amer-
ican innovation into jobs.

I want to thank the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. WEBSTER) for being a lead
cosponsor of this legislation.

This bill expands the National
Science Foundation’s highly successful
Innovation Corps, or I-Corps, program,
which, as my Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee colleagues know, I
have been a major champion of since it
was first created by NSF in 2011.

In 2016, I led the effort that officially
authorized I-Corps. I-Corps teaches sci-
entists and engineers how to turn their
federally funded laboratory research
into successful products and services.
The program has educated more than
1,100 teams, including many women
and underrepresented minorities, and
has been linked to over 400 startup
companies.

Since it was authorized in the last
Congress, NSF has helped spread I-
Corps to other agencies, including the
National Institutes of Health, NASA,
and the Department of Energy.

The Federal Government invests bil-
lions of dollars in research and develop-
ment annually, both at government fa-
cilities like National Labs and at uni-
versities and research institutions. I-
Corps is a modest investment that
leads to a much higher return on our
federally funded research by signifi-
cantly increasing rates of commer-
cialization and job creation.

Our economy is driven by the inge-
nuity of our scientists and engineers,
developing innovations today that be-
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come tomorrow’s great products; and
yet, still only a minority of federally
funded research with commercial po-
tential ever makes it to the market-
place. The I-Corps program helps
change that.

But we can do even more, and this
bill helps to do that. First, it helps
more people participate in the pro-
gram. Right now, unless you are a
grantee of the NSF or another agency
with an I-Corps program, the training
can be difficult to access. This bill will
give recipients of small business grants
from any Federal agency the flexibility
to pay for I-Corps with their grant
funds. It will also let private citizens
apply and pay out of pocket to partici-
pate.

Second, the bill directs NSF to estab-
lish a new course as part of the I-Corps
program to teach scientist entre-
preneurs how to start and grow a com-
pany. While the current I-Corps course
does a great job of helping scientists
develop innovation and determine
whether or not it is suitable for com-
mercialization, it offers only limited
guidance for what to do after the deci-
sion is made to become an entre-
preneur.

Skills such as how to write a busi-
ness plan, hire a team, and attract in-
vestment are taught in business
schools, but not in Ph.D. programs.
NSF recognizes that need and has al-
ready begun a pilot program to test
curricula for this new course. This bill
will make sure the new course is fully
developed and made available around
the country.

Finally, this bill requires a GAO as-
sessment of the I-Corps program, its
first comprehensive, independent eval-
uation since it was created. Although
the program’s success to date speaks
for itself, it is important to continu-
ously improve it by developing metrics
to measure its performance and to en-
sure that Federal funds are well spent.

This bill has been endorsed by a wide
range of stakeholders, including the
former NSF program officer who found-
ed the program, Dr. Errol Arkilic; Sil-
icon Valley serial entrepreneur who de-
veloped the curriculum that I-Corps is
based on, Steve Blank; and directors of
I-Corps Nodes around the country.

The bill is also endorsed by the Infor-
mation Technology and Innovation
Foundation, the National Venture Cap-
ital Association, the Council on Gov-
ernmental Relations, and the Associa-
tion of Public and Land-grant Univer-
sities.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Chair-
man SMITH and Ranking Member JOHN-
SON for their support of this legisla-
tion, and again I want to thank the
lead cosponsor, Mr. WEBSTER of Flor-
ida. I also want to thank Senator
CoOONS, who is leading the Senate com-
panion bill.

I ask my colleagues to support this
commonsense legislation which will
help spur greater American innovation
and create more jobs, and I reserve the
balance of my time.
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Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield 3 minutes to the gentleman
from Texas (Mr. SMITH), the chairman
of the Space, Science, and Technology
Committee.

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker, 1
thank the gentleman from Florida (Mr.
WEBSTER), a valued member of the
Space, Science, and Technology Com-
mittee for yielding me time.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
5086, the Innovators to Entrepreneurs
Act. The bill extends the reach of the
National Science Foundation’s Innova-
tive Corps, or I-Corps, program, which
trains and prepares scientists and engi-
neers to advance their research results
into entrepreneurial opportunities.

H.R. 5086 expands who is eligible to
participate in I-Corps courses, allowing
a portion of small business innovation
research grants and small business
technology transfer grants to be used
to cover I-Corps training expenses. The
bill also allows any private citizen to
apply to participate and pay out-of-
pocket.

H.R. 5086 authorizes a new I-Corps
course for commercial-ready research
ventures that teaches skills involving
company organization, attracting in-
vestors, and hiring.

In research labs today lie the seeds
for breakthroughs in new fields like
quantum computing, artificial intel-
ligence, and bioengineering. These
breakthroughs will continue to trans-
form our lives and the world we live in.

Many scientists and engineers are
not trained for commercializing those
ideas and did not go to business school
or take any business development
classes. I-Corps gives researchers tools
to maximize the taxpayer investment
in basic research and to spur innova-
tion. H.R. 5086 builds on the success of
the I-Corps program in building con-
nections between academia and the pri-
vate sector to create more startups and
more jobs.

We thank the Research and Tech-
nology Subcommittee Ranking Mem-
ber DAN LIPINSKI and Representative
DANIEL WEBSTER for taking the lead on
this legislation.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support the bill.

Mr. LIPINSKI. Mr. Speaker, I yield
myself the balance of my time.

Mr. Speaker, I thank Chairman
SMITH again for his support of this leg-
islation.

We all know that helping our sci-
entists, engineers, and academics not
only advances our knowledge and un-
derstanding of the world, but it also
creates jobs and products that fuel our
economy, which is a goal that all of us
can agree upon.

As a former university professor, I
know that it is not something that we
teach in Ph.D. programs. We have the
greatest researchers in the world here
in the United States. We invest so
much in Federal dollars for research.
This is a simple program, low cost,
that helps get the biggest bang for our
buck, helps create jobs, and Kkeeps
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America on the leading edge of innova-
tion in the world. It is something that
we need for today and for our future.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this bill, and I yield back the
balance of my time.

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, I yield myself such time as I may
consume.

Mr. Speaker, I want to thank Mr.
LIPINSKI, Chairman SMITH, and the en-
tire House Science, Space, and Tech-
nology Committee for their support of
this legislation. It is a good bill, and it
will spur the creation of new businesses
and new jobs.

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to
support this legislation, and I yield
back the balance of my time.

Ms. EDDIE BERNICE JOHNSON of Texas.
Mr. Speaker, | want to thank Mr. LIPINSKI for
his leadership on this issue and for introducing
this legislation.

Scientific research conducted at our nation’s
universities and national laboratories has had
an undeniable impact on our daily lives. The
societal impacts of research have been varied.
Scientific advances have improved public
health and safety, increased our national se-
curity, enhanced our quality of life, and ad-
vanced our economic competitiveness.

The societal benefit of research is only real-
ized if the science successfully makes it out of
the laboratory. This does not always happen,
and in fact, the successful commercialization
of scientific advances is largely the exception,
rather than the rule.

The path from the laboratory to the market
is difficult to navigate. Many promising ideas
are never considered for commercialization,
while some researchers invest significant time
and money into launching a startup only to re-
alize that there is no market for their innova-
tion.

The commercialization of scientific research
is an important driver of economic growth.
Now, more than ever, global competition is
pushing companies to innovate and incor-
porate new technologies into their business
models. At the same time, researchers are
generating innovative products, processes,
and services with the potential to transform
entire industries.

To maintain our position as the global lead-
er in technological innovation, we must ensure
that we are realizing the full economic poten-
tial of federal investment in research. Other
countries have caught on to research as one
of the secrets to our success, and they are
nipping at our heels.

To accelerate and streamline the process of
maximizing the impact of research beyond the
laboratory, the National Science Foundation
launched its Innovation Corps, or I-Corps, pro-
gram in 2011. The NSF I-Corps program
leverages existing curriculum, tools, and edu-
cational resources to prepare grantees to
identify and pursue commercial opportunities
with their NSF-funded research.

Since it was established, the I-Corps pro-
gram has successfully provided entrepreneur-
ship training to nearly 3,000 individuals at over
200 universities. Combined, I-Corps grantees
have raised over $100 million, with $30 million
coming from private investors. Grantees have
used the skills and networks they gained from
their I-Corps training to start over 360 compa-
nies.
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The success of I-Corps has generated sig-
nificant interest from individuals outside of
academia. The Innovators to Entrepreneurs
Act of 2018 expands the reach of I-Corps by
extending eligibility to SBIR grantees and
other outside entities. The bill also builds upon
the existing I-Corps curriculum by adding a
course to help research ventures that are
ready to be brought to market.

| encourage my colleagues to join me in
support of this bill.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from Florida (Mr. WEB-
STER) that the House suspend the rules
and pass the bill, H.R. 5086, as amend-
ed.

The question was taken.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. In the
opinion of the Chair, two-thirds being
in the affirmative, the ayes have it.

Mr. WEBSTER of Florida. Mr. Speak-
er, on that I demand the yeas and nays.

The yeas and nays were ordered.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this motion will be post-
poned.

————

RESIGNATION AS MEMBER OF
COMMITTEE ON EDUCATION AND
THE WORKFORCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following resigna-
tion as a member of the Committee on
Education and the Workforce:

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, April 24, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House,
Washington, DC.

DEAR SPEAKER RYAN: Due to my election
to the House Armed Services Committee,
this letter is to inform you that I resign my
seat on the Committee on Education and the
Workforce. It has been an honor to serve in
this capacity.

Sincerely,
PAUL MITCHELL,
Member of Congress.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Without
objection, the resignation is accepted.

There was no objection.

———
RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 6:30 p.m. today.

Accordingly (at 5 o’clock and 59 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

——
J 1830
AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. HOLDING) at 6 o’clock and
30 minutes p.m.

————————

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, proceedings
will resume on questions previously
postponed.
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Votes will be taken in the following
order:

Suspending the rules and agreeing to
H. Con. Res. 111;

Suspending the rules and passing
H.R. 5086; and

Agreeing to the Speaker’s approval of
the Journal, if ordered.

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. Remaining
electronic votes will be conducted as 5-
minute votes.

—————

SUPPORTING EFFORTS TO BRING
THE 2026 FIFA WORLD CUP COM-
PETITION TO CANADA, MEXICO,
AND THE UNITED STATES

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The un-
finished business is the vote on the mo-
tion to suspend the rules and agree to
the concurrent resolution (H. Con. Res.
111) recognizing and supporting the ef-
forts of the United Bid Committee to
bring the 2026 Federation Inter-
nationale de Football Association
(FIFA) World Cup competition to Can-
ada, Mexico, and the United States, as
amended, on which the yeas and nays
were ordered.

The Clerk read the title of the con-
current resolution.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
question is on the motion offered by
the gentleman from California (Mr.
ROYCE) that the House suspend the
rules and agree to the concurrent reso-
lution, as amended.

The vote was taken by electronic de-
vice, and there were—yeas 392, nays 3,
not voting 33, as follows:

[Roll No. 148]

YEAS—392

Abraham Byrne Dayvis, Rodney
Adams Calvert DeFazio
Aderholt Capuano DeGette
Aguilar Carbajal Delaney
Allen Cardenas DeLauro
Amodei Carson (IN) DelBene
Arrington Carter (GA) Demings
Babin Carter (TX) Denham
Bacon Cartwright Dent
Banks (IN) Castor (FL) DeSantis
Barletta Castro (TX) DeSaulnier
Barr Cheney DesJarlais
Barragan Chu, Judy Deutch
Barton Cicilline Diaz-Balart
Bass Clark (MA) Dingell
Beatty Clarke (NY) Doggett
Bera Clay Donovan
Bergman Cleaver Doyle, Michael
Beyer Clyburn F.
Biggs Coffman Duffy
Bilirakis Cohen Duncan (SC)
Bishop (GA) Cole Duncan (TN)
Bishop (MI) Collins (GA) Ellison
Bishop (UT) Collins (NY) Emmer
Blum Comer Eshoo
Blumenauer Conaway Espaillat
Blunt Rochester  Connolly Estes (KS)
Bonamici Cook Esty (CT)
Bost Cooper Evans
Boyle, Brendan Correa Faso

F. Costa Ferguson
Brady (TX) Costello (PA) Fitzpatrick
Brat Courtney Fleischmann
Brooks (AL) Cramer Flores
Brooks (IN) Crist Fortenberry
Brown (MD) Crowley Foster
Brownley (CA) Cuellar Foxx
Buchanan Culberson Frankel (FL)
Buck Curbelo (FL) Frelinghuysen
Bucshon Curtis Fudge
Budd Davidson Gabbard
Burgess Davis (CA) Gaetz
Bustos Davis, Danny Gallagher
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