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REMEMBERING DEBRA KING

HON. DAVID E. PRICE
OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Mr. PRICE of North Carolina. Mr. Speaker,
I rise today to honor the life and work of
Debra King, the chief executive of Community
Alternatives for Supportive Abodes—known
simply as ‘‘CASA’’—a nonprofit that has developed housing for thousands in the Triangle
counties in North Carolina. Debra died on April
14. My staff joins me in this Tribute, for we
have long admired and supported her work to
ensure decent housing for some of the most
vulnerable people in our community.
Born and raised on a small farm in
Beulaville, North Carolina in 1959, Debra was
the first in her family to earn a college degree,
majoring in journalism at The University of
North Carolina at Chapel Hill. Following graduation, she settled in Raleigh, where she
began work as a medical transcriptionist. She
soon transitioned into what would become a
lifelong passion for non-profit work, beginning
as a grant writer for Orange-Person-Chatham
Mental Health. One of the first grants she
landed was for a housing project to support individuals with mental illnesses, a project that
set her on course as a champion for affordable housing.
Soon after, the Wake County Area Mental
Health Program launched CASA, seeking to
secure housing for people with disabilities and
mental health challenges. In 1995, CASA
asked Debra to serve as its Director and CEO,
overseeing 15 apartments with one other staff
member.
CASA’s housing model was unique and farsighted for its time. Rather than housing people with illnesses in group homes or transitional housing, the organization provided permanent, safe, and affordable units with access
to public transportation and supportive services as needed. Through 22 years of remarkable social entrepreneurship, Debra helped
the non-profit grow to a staff of 27, managing
nearly 500 units in Wake, Durham, and Orange counties.
Debra’s years at CASA coincided with most
of my years working on affordable housing on
the House Appropriations Committee. She
was masterful at pursuing available funding
-picking up on the national mandate, for example, to end veterans’ homelessness-and putting together the partnerships to put units on
the ground. In the process she taught me and
the other elected officials and staff with whom
she worked how to make public programs
most effective. It was a joy to cut ribbons on
completed projects with her, but the spirit of
those occasions was always, ‘‘We’ve got to do
more.’’
When she was named ‘‘Tar Heel of the
Week’’ by the Raleigh News & Observer in
2015, Debra declared: ‘‘The greatest gift we
can give people is the chance to be who they
are . . . Housing is so critical to who we are.
If you lack that, how can you be okay?’’ She
was a stalwart believer and advocate for the
‘‘Housing First’’ philosophy, insisting that individuals in crisis will see better outcomes if
their basic needs, particularly decent housing,
are met from the onset.
Debra’s compassion and dedication to her
cause, combined with hard work and business
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acumen, have bettered the lives of many in
the greater Raleigh area and have left behind
a strong organization—including many who
have learned and drawn inspiration from her—
that will continue to serve. We join with
Debra’s family, her many friends and admirers, and members of the communities she
served, in mourning her passing and honoring
her life of compassionate leadership and public service.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF PAUL
HOWARD RICH

HON. LINDA T. SÁNCHEZ
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Ms. SÁNCHEZ. Mr. Speaker, it is with great
sadness that I rise today to honor the life of
Paul Howard Rich, an outstanding leader and
beloved member of the community. I am honored to represent in Congress. Mr. Rich, born
on April 14, 1941 in Worcester, Massachusetts
later moved to Southern California where he
worked his way up in the labor movement as
an active member of the International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers Local 441. If it
were not for Paul, I would not be where I am
today. He was a true mentor, not only to me,
but to countless young people who joined the
labor movement in Southern California. During
his 55 years as an IBEW member, Paul was
an inspirational leader who left a lasting impact on multiple generations of electrical workers to come up through the ranks. Everything
Mr. Rich championed served the greater good.
Beyond his dedication to social justice at
work, Paul was an active member of his
church community and the consummate family
man. His faith was an inspiration. I know that
Paul will forever remain close to the hearts of
so many, including Mary, his wife of 57 years,
his 5 children, 16 grandchildren, and 5 great
grandchildren. Countless other family members, friends, and colleagues will carry on
Paul’s legacy fservice to the community.
Although no words can take away the pain
from Paul Rich’s loss, may his loved ones find
comfort in knowing that his legacy will never
be forgotten.
f

NO ASSISTANCE FOR ASSAD ACT
SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 24, 2018
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of H.R. 4681 the No Assistance
for Assad Act.
This legislation limits U.S. assistance for regions of Syria controlled by Bashar al-Assad
and Russian forces. H.R. 4681 states that we
will not provide early recovery, reconstruction,
stabilization or aid in parts of Syria controlled
by Bashar Assad or associated forces.
The conflict in Syria is intensely complicated
and the Syrian people are suffering. However,
we cannot keep providing support for a regime
that is poisoning its own people and ravaging
the region with irreparable wounds. The U.S.
has provided over $7 billion in aid and plays
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an essential role in clearing unexploded ordnance in Syria—a service that all sides on the
conflict depend upon. H.R. 4681 will put critical pressure on Assad’s forces and his allies
by limiting this service to regions controlled by
U.S. allies and forces fighting for freedom from
Assad’s tyranny. Concrete and powerful steps
must be taken to move towards a resolution
and H.R. 4681 is a good step in restoring
order in the region.
Providing aid worldwide is a critical element
ofthe United States position as an international
voice for Democracy and peace. However, we
cannot assist a regime that attacks its own
people with chemical weapons, and we cannot
support Assad by cleaning up his mess. H.R.
4681 will force Assad to face the consequences of his actions and I support this
legislation.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. BARBARA COMSTOCK
OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Mrs. COMSTOCK. Mr. Speaker, I was absent to attend a memorial service. Had I been
present, I would have voted YEA on Roll Call
No. 148 and YEA on Roll Call No. 149.
f

HONORING MARGARET K. LEWIS
ON HER 100TH BIRTHDAY

HON. NEAL P. DUNN
OF FLORIDA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Mr. DUNN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
honor Margaret K. Lewis of Panama City, Florida who turned 100 years old on April 20th.
Ms. Lewis has led a life of service to North
Florida and represents the best of America.
She pioneered special education in Bay County, Florida and cared for a group of students
who had seemingly been left behind.
Fifty years ago, students with special needs
had nowhere to turn when it came to schooling. Ms. Lewis took on the role as teacher and
advocate for these students. She started
teaching classes in shared spaces, and then
transformed a local school into an inclusive
environment for students with all levels of ability. In 1980, that local school was named after
her.
Ms. Lewis has been a pillar of the community and remains an active member of the
school’s advisory board.
Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Ms.
Margaret K. Lewis a Happy 100th Birthday
and thanking her for her service to students
and families throughout North Florida.
f

PERSONAL EXPLANATION

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS
OF WEST VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker,
had I been present, I would have voted: Yea
on Roll Call No. 148, and Yea on Roll Call No.
149.
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COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE
UNITED STATES MARINE CORPS
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES
OF FREDERICKSBURG, VIRGINIA
FOR HOSTING THE SEVENTH ANNUAL HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE
RECOGNITION CEREMONY

HONORING THE 150TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE UNIVERSITY OF
CALIFORNIA, BERKELEY

HON. ROBERT J. WITTMAN

Ms. LEE. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor
the 150th Anniversary of the University of California, Berkeley. Considered one of the top
public universities in the world, Cal provides a
quality higher education to more than 40,000
students each year. In addition to providing a
world-renowned education for students, UC
Berkeley supports cutting-edge research programs facilitated by distinguished academic
faculty.
The University of California, Berkeley was
the first campus of the UC system and continues to set the standard for public universities nationwide. Established in 1868, the University of California, Berkeley formed as a
merger between the private College of California and the state-run Agricultural, Mining,
and Mechanical Arts College. In 1873, UC
Berkeley chose blue and gold as their school
colors—blue for California’s sky and ocean
and gold to honor the ‘‘Golden State.’’ In
1895, Cal chose the golden bear as their mascot after a 12-student track team represented
the school with banners depicting California’s
state emblem.
To date, UC Berkeley alumni, researchers
and faculty have earned 94 Nobel Prizes, 45
MacArthur Fellowships, and 14 Pulitzer Prizes.
UC Berkeley’s notable alumni include Nobel
Laureate and former Secretary of Energy Steven Chu, Governor Jerry Brown, co-founder of
Apple Steve Wozniak and yours truly. I am
particularly proud that the university has sent
more alumni to the Peace Corps than any
other university in the nation.
In 1964, during the Free Speech Movement,
UC Berkeley developed a strong reputation for
student activism. Student leaders opposed the
Vietnam War, fought for civil rights, and defended their right to participate in political activity on campus. Facing great odds, the students’ actions promoted change and established a legacy of political activism that continues to this day.
I commend UC Berkeley for its integral role
in developing generations of academic, business, cultural, and political leaders. Cal has
been at the forefront of some of the most important scientific discoveries and defining social movements of the modern era.
As a proud alumna of UC Berkeley, I am
honored to represent my alma mater in Congress, and work on the many issues that are
critical to the students and faculty.
On behalf of the residents of California’s
13th Congressional District, I extend my congratulations on this important milestone to the
Regents of the University of California, the
Chancellor and staff, the distinguished faculty
past and present, and most importantly the
students who embrace Cal’s rich history, and
continue to push the campus forward with
their passion and talent. I look forward to a
bright future for UC Berkeley and continued
success in the years to come.
Go Bears.

OF VIRGINIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Mr. WITTMAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to
recognize the 90 Frederick, Virginia area high
school seniors who plan to enlist in the United
States Marine Corps after graduation. These
students have excelled in their academic and
extracurricular activities, and I offer my sincere
congratulations upon their high school graduation.
I commend these student leaders for their
selflessness and courageous decision to serve
their country as members of the United States
Marine Corps.
James Adkins; Duane Albertsen; Nicholas
Aleman; Godfrey Ampong; Daniel Amurrio;
Nathaniel Anthony; Miguel Apolinario; Ryan
Barnes; Paul Belmonte; Benjamin Broyles;
Jakob Burggraf; Edward Carrasco; Jacob
Chance;
Michael
Chandler;
Zachary
Claypoole; Howard Cokkhoelscher; Rashaiya
Coleman; Mark Colongonzalez; Gavin Cornell;
Jonathan Crowder; Joshua Cruz; Laura Cruz;
David Dejesus; Connor Delery; Nathaniel
Diogo; Kelly Doyle; James Edwards; Diego
Esparza; Brandon Friend; Sean Gaddy; Andrew Gagnon; James George; Joshua Gilber;
Issiaah Green; Alexander Grissom; Rafael
Guia; Dennis Guillen; Carrington Haggerty;
Kohl Hammer; James Hartzell; Brandon
Herzog; Rodney Hill; William Hofferek; Joshua
Jackson; Dalton Jewell; Sebastian John; Andrew Johnson; Trevor Johnson; Tyler Johnson; Shaqwaun Johnson; Jonell Kaiwood;
Peter Kelley; Dustin Keys; Benjamin King;
Maverick Maroney; Giavante Mathieu; Cameron Mazhari; Keivon McIntosh; William
McLeod; Carson Merkel; Renee Nicholson;
Jackson Nordberg; Roman Orellana; Evelyn
Ovandoflores; Dominic Pantovich; Daniel
Pfender; Ryan Pickham; Joseph Poe; Jaime
Quezadarios; Jonathan Ramirezcruz; Cain
Reese; Dionte Reeves; Abbigail Reidysolorio;
Allanys Rodriguezmediavilla; Justin Rouse;
Thomas Rutigliano; Raymundo Salinas; Austin
Sheets; Andrew Sigl; Christian Smith; Eric
Standage; Hunter Stoner; Devin Sweeney; Joseph Thompson; Katrin Thompson; Adam
Vanderhoof; Devon Vernon; Joshua Weiler;
Benny Weng; Caden White.
These students will be honored by the
Greater Fredericksburg Chapter of Our Community Salutes at their 7th Annual Military Enlistee Recognition Ceremony on Saturday,
May 5, 2018 at the University of Mary Washington in Fredericksburg, VA.
Mr. Speaker, I ask colleagues to join me in
thanking these young men and women and
their families for their dedication to serving this
great Nation. We owe them and the many
Americans who have served and will serve a
debt of gratitude.
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RECOGNIZING MOLLY
MCLAUGHLIN SALMI

HON. VIRGINIA FOXX
HON. BARBARA LEE
OF CALIFORNIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
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OF NORTH CAROLINA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, April 25, 2018
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize—and say farewell—to a member of the
House Committee on Education and the Workforce staff who is retiring after more than 29
years of public service to the People’s House.
Molly McLaughlin Salmi began her congressional career on the Committee as a Staff Assistant in the 100th Congress. With hard work
and unparalleled policy expertise, she rose
through the ranks, serving as the Deputy Director of Workforce Policy for the last 16
years.
Eight Committee Chairs—Republicans and
Democrats—have had the benefit of Molly’s
guidance, direction, and honest feedback. Her
tireless dedication to sound policy and extensive knowledge has resulted in a better workplace for every working American.
Molly has relentlessly worked to modernize
wage and hour laws—clarifying requirements
that would otherwise have a detrimental effect
on working Americans, preserving volunteer
opportunities, enhancing employment opportunities for America’s youth, and, in particular,
increasing workplace flexibility.
Molly has navigated us through countless
hearings, markups, floor debates, field hearings, member briefings, roundtable discussions, and stakeholder meetings, and through
it all, she has been a trusted adviser, dedicated public servant, distinguished colleague,
and an invaluable member of our Committeee
family.
While Molly’s policy achievements over the
years are immeasurable, she is equally regarded for her mentorship and grace. Countless young staffers have been blessed to receive Molly’s advice and guidance, much to
their great appreciation and benefit.
Molly Salmi, on behalf of my colleagues, we
are deeply grateful for your many years of
service to the American people and the U.S.
House of Representatives, and we wish you
all the best in the years ahead.
f

AMERICAN SPACE COMMERCE
FREE ENTERPRISE ACT
SPEECH OF

HON. HENRY C. ‘‘HANK’’ JOHNSON, JR.
OF GEORGIA

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, April 24, 2018
Mr. JOHNSON of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in support of H.R. 2809, American Space
Commerce Free Enterprise Act. This legislation grants the Office of Space Commerce
(OSC) in the Department of Commerce the
power to allow U.S. nationals and NGOs to
operate objects manufactured or assembled in
outer space, with or without human occupants,
and all items used on these objects. To obtain
an operation certification in outer space, all
activities must include a clean-up plan for any
debris that may result from their activities. This
legislation will also establish an advisory committee within the OSC that will evaluate space
activities and provide guidance on the U.S.
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