April 25, 2018

President, we can work on a more com-
prehensive deal addressing all of his
concerns.

That is why we have to work on this
more comprehensive deal based, as was
discussed with President Trump yester-
day, on four pillars: the substance of
the existing agreement, especially if
you decide to leave it; the post-2025 pe-
riod, in order to be sure that we will
never have any nuclear activity for
Iran; the containment of the military
influence of the Iranian regime in the
region; and the monitoring of ballistic
activity.

I think these four pillars, the ones I
addressed in front of the General As-
sembly of the United Nations last Sep-
tember, are the ones which cover the
legitimate fears of the United States
and our allies in the region.

I think we have to start working now
on these four pillars to build this new,
comprehensive deal and to be sure
that, whatever the decision of the
United States will be, we will not leave
the floor to the absence of rules. We
will not leave the floor to these con-
flicts of power in the Middle East. We
will not fuel ourselves in increasing
tensions and potential war.

That is my position, and I think we
can work together to build this com-
prehensive deal for the whole region for
our people, because I think it fairly ad-
dresses our concerns. That is my posi-
tion.

And this containment I mentioned in
one of the pillars is necessary in
Yemen, in Lebanon, in Iraq, and also in
Syria. Building a sustainable peace in a
united and inclusive Syria requires, in-
deed, that all powers in the region re-
spect the sovereignty of its people and
the diversity of its communities.

In Syria, we work very closely to-
gether. After prohibited weapons were
used against the population by the re-
gime of Bashar al-Assad 2 weeks ago,
the United States and France, together
with the United Kingdom, acted to de-
stroy chemical facilities and to restore
the credibility of the international
community. This action was one of the
best evidences of this strong
multilateralism.

And I want to pay a special tribute to
our soldiers, because they did a very
great job in this region and on this oc-
casion.

Beyond this action, we will, together,
work for humanitarian solutions in the
short-term on the ground, and con-
tribute actively to a lasting political
solution to put an end to this tragic
conflict.

I think one of the very important de-
cisions we took together with Presi-
dent Trump was precisely to include
Syria in this large framework for the
overall region and to decide to work to-
gether on a political deal for Syria and
for the Syrian people, even after our
war against ISIS.

In the Sahel, where terrorist net-
works span a footprint as large as Eu-
rope, French and American soldiers are
confronting the same enemy and risk-
ing their lives together.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD —HOUSE

Here, I would like to pay special trib-
ute to the American soldiers who fell
this past fall in the region and to their
French comrades who lost their lives
earlier this year in Mali. Better than
anyone, I think our troops know what
the alliance and friendship between our
countries mean.

I believe facing all these challenges,
all these fears, all this anger, our duty,
our destiny is to work together and to
build this new strong multilateralism.

Distinguished Members of Congress,
ladies and gentlemen, on April 25, 1960,
General de Gaulle affirmed in this
Chamber that nothing was as impor-
tant to France as ‘‘the reason, the reso-
lution, the friendship of the great peo-
ple of the United States.” Fifty-eight
years later, to this very day, I come
here to convey the warmest feelings of
the French nation and to tell you that
our people cherish the friendship of the
American people with as much inten-
sity as ever.

The United States and the American
people are an essential part of our con-
fidence in the future, in democracy, in
what women and men can accomplish
in this world when we are driven by
high ideals and an unbreakable trust in
humanity and progress.

Today, the call we hear is the call of
history. This is a time of determina-
tion and courage. What we cherish is at
stake. What we love is in danger. We
have no choice but to prevail; and to-
gether, we shall prevail.

“Long live the friendship between
France and the United States of Amer-
ica,” ‘“‘vive les Etats-Unis d’Amerique.”

“Long live the Republic,” ‘‘vive la
République.”” “Long live France,”
“vive la France.” ‘“Long live our

friendship,” ‘‘vive notre amitié.”

“Thank you,” ‘“‘merci.”

(Applause, the Members rising.)

At 11 o’clock and 52 minutes a.m.,
His Excellency Emmanuel Macron,
President of the French Republic, ac-
companied by the committee of escort,
retired from the Hall of the House of
Representatives.

The Assistant to the Sergeant at
Arms escorted the invited guests from
the Chamber in the following order:

The members of the President’s Cabi-
net;

The Acting Dean of the Diplomatic
Corps.

JOINT MEETING DISSOLVED

The SPEAKER. The purpose of the
joint meeting having been completed,
the Chair declares the joint meeting of
the two Houses now dissolved.

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 53
minutes a.m.), the joint meeting of the
two Houses was dissolved.

The Members of the Senate retired to
their Chamber.

The SPEAKER. The House will con-
tinue in recess subject to the call of
the Chair.
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The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. VALADAO) at 12 o’clock
and 30 minutes p.m.

H3513

——————

PRINTING OF PROCEEDINGS HAD
DURING RECESS

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that the pro-
ceedings had during the recess be print-
ed in the RECORD.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Georgia?

There was no objection.

ELECTING A MEMBER TO A CER-
TAIN STANDING COMMITTEE OF
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA-
TIVES

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Republican Conference, 1
offer a privileged resolution and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 844

Resolved, That the following named Mem-
ber be, and is hereby, elected to the fol-
lowing standing committee of the House of
Representatives:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES: Mr. Mitch-
ell.

The resolution was agreed to.
A motion to reconsider was laid on
the table.

———

PROVIDING FOR CONSIDERATION
OF H.R. 4, FAA REAUTHORIZA-
TION ACT OF 2018; PROVIDING
FOR CONSIDERATION OF H.R.
3144, PROVIDING FOR THE OPER-
ATIONS OF THE FEDERAL CO-
LUMBIA RIVER POWER SYSTEM;
AND PROVIDING FOR PRO-
CEEDINGS DURING THE PERIOD
FROM APRIL 30, 2018, THROUGH
MAY 4, 2018

Mr. WOODALL. Mr. Speaker, by di-
rection of the Committee on Rules, 1
call up House Resolution 839 and ask
for its immediate consideration.

The Clerk read the resolution, as fol-
lows:

H. RES. 839

Resolved, That (a) at any time after adop-
tion of this resolution the Speaker may, pur-
suant to clause 2(b) of rule XVIII, declare the
House resolved into the Committee of the
Whole House on the state of the Union for
consideration of the bill (H.R. 4) to reauthor-
ize programs of the Federal Aviation Admin-
istration, and for other purposes. The first
reading of the bill shall be dispensed with.
All points of order against consideration of
the bill are waived. General debate shall be
confined to the bill and shall not exceed one
hour equally divided and controlled by the
chair and ranking minority member of the
Committee on Transportation and Infra-
structure. After general debate the bill shall
be considered for amendment under the five-
minute rule. The bill shall be considered as
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April 25, 2018, on page H3513, the following appeared: I think we have to start working now on these four pillars to build this new, comprehensive deal and to be sure that, whatever the decision of the United States will be, we will not leave the floor to the absence of rule. We will not leave the floor to this conflict of powers in the  Middle East. We will not fuel ourselves in increasing tensions and potential war.

The online version has been corrected to read: I think we have to start working now on these four pillars to build this new, comprehensive deal and to be sure that, whatever the decision of the United States will be, we will not leave the floor to the absence of rules. We will not leave the floor to these conflicts of power in the Middle East. We will not fuel ourselves in increasing tensions and potential war.

April 25, 2018, on page H3513, the following appeared: This action was one of the best evidences of the strong military liaison.

The online version has been corrected to read:  This action was one of the best evidences of this strong multilateralism.

April 25, 2018, on page H3513, the following appeared: I believe facing all these challenges, all these fears, all of this anger, our duty, our destiny is to work together and to build this new strong military liaison.

The online version has been corrected to read:  I believe facing all these challenges, all these fears, all this anger, our duty, our destiny is to work together and to build this new strong multilateralism.

April 25, 2018, on page H3513, the following appeared: Distinguished Members of Congress, ladies and gentlemen, on April 25, 1960, General de Gaulle affirmed in this Chamber that nothing was as important to France as the reason, the resolution, the friendship of the great people of the United States.

The online version has been corrected to read: Distinguished Members of Congress, ladies and gentlemen, on April 25, 1960, General de Gaulle affirmed in this Chamber that nothing was as important to France as ``the reason, the resolution, the friendship of the great people of the United States.''

April 25, 2018, on page H3513, the following appeared: The United States and the American people are an essential part of our confidence in future, in democracy, in what women and men can accomplish 

The online version has been corrected to read:  The United States and the American people are an essential part of our confidence in the future, in democracy, in what women and men can accomplish 
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