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FREE THE PANCHEN LAMA OF
TIBET

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today,
we celebrate the 29th birthday of
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Pan-
chen Lama of Tibetan Buddhism.

He was chosen for his position on
May 15, 1995, by His Holiness the Dalai
Lama. Two days later, when he was
only 6 years old, the Chinese Govern-
ment detained him and his family. The
Panchen Lama has not been heard from
since. Twenty-three years later, he is
one of the world’s longest held pris-
oners of conscience.

People from all over the world—rep-
resentatives of governments, the
United Nations, and civil society orga-
nizations—have repeatedly asked to see
him, without success.

What kind of government steals away
a child?

The Panchen Lama’s disappearance
symbolizes the violations of religious
freedom that take place in Tibetan
areas of China on a daily basis.

Mr. Speaker, in honor of his birth-
day, please join me in calling on the
Chinese Government to free the true
Panchen Lama.

———

DEFERMENT FOR ACTIVE CANCER
TREATMENT

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to speak on the Deferment
for Active Cancer Treatment Act. I in-
troduced this bill with my friend, Con-
gressman ED PERLMUTTER, with the
support of Critical Mass: The Young
Adult Cancer Alliance.

This commonsense and bipartisan
measure will enable cancer patients to
defer payments on public student loans
while actively receiving treatment,
without interest accruing during the
deferment period.

Sadly, in 2018 alone, Mr. Speaker,
more than 1.7 million Americans will
be newly diagnosed with cancer. Be-
yond the terrible news of this cancer
diagnosis, these individuals have to en-
dure exhaustive treatment and stag-
gering medical expenses, often leading
to under- or unemployment. This re-
ality makes it incredibly difficult for
many cancer patients to make pay-
ments on their student loans on time.

By passing the Deferment for Active
Cancer Treatment Act, we will help so
many cancer patients and stimulate
the economy. These patients will be
prevented from defaulting on their stu-
dent loans, which they so desperately
need.

Mr. Speaker, Ed and I encourage our
colleagues to stand with cancer pa-
tients across our Nation and support
and cosponsor the Deferment for Ac-
tive Cancer Treatment Act.
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VALERIY “LARRY”’ SAVINKIN
STREET CO-NAMING CEREMONY
IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute.)

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, it is my
honor that, on Tuesday, May 1, the
communities of south Brooklyn, on the
corner of Brighton Beach and Coney Is-
land Avenues, will be co-named for
Valeriy ‘“‘Larry’ Savinkin, a dedicated
and well-respected community leader,
who passed away last year.

Larry was my congressional field rep-
resentative who served the residents of
the Eighth Congressional District with
great distinction.

His success and impact on the neigh-
borhoods of southern Brooklyn and
Queens were not limited to his work in
the Eighth Congressional District of-
fice. For over 20 years, he was involved
in several prominent organizations, in-
cluding the September 11 Family
Group, the Holocaust Memorial Com-
mittee, and the Odessa Community of
New York.

Larry had a magnetic personality
and cared about his community im-
mensely.

I had the privilege of knowing and
working with him for several years. 1
look forward to standing on Valeriy
“Larry’” Savinkin Street with New
York City Council Members Mark
Treyger and Chaim Deutsch next Tues-
day to commemorate and acknowledge
this outstanding individual.

———

RECOGNIZING 125TH ANNIVERSARY
OF MASONIC CARE COMMUNITY
OF NEW YORK

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize the 125th anniver-
sary of the incredible Masonic Care
Community of New York, located in
the city of Utica.

The Masonic Care Community of New
York opened its doors on May 1, 1893,
as the Masonic Home, started by the
Free and Accepted Masons of the State
of New York. Their goal was to provide
high-quality care to elderly masons
and families living in the Mohawk Val-
ley region.

Within 30 years, the location ex-
panded to include a building for 360
adults, a hospital, several dormitories
for children, and a 200-acre working
farm that supplied food for those living
on the campus.

Today, the Masonic Care Community
of New York offers top-of-the-line
healthcare options to all. It also offers
high-quality senior care, rehabilitation
services, and child care, while also
making house calls for those patients
who are unable to leave their home.

Masonic Care Community of New
York has supported, nurtured, and edu-
cated the community by providing ex-

April 25, 2018

ceptional care and services with com-
passion and pride guided by the Ma-
sonic principles of brotherly love, re-
lief, truth, and integrity. Currently,
more than 500 seniors call the Masonic
Care Community of New York and
their independent living center home.

I want to extend my congratulations
to the staff at the Masonic Care Com-
munity of New York for their hard
work in continuing to make the Ma-
sonic Care Community of New York a
first-class facility. I wish them 125
more years of exceptional service.

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF
AUSTIN MEYER

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Austin
Meyer.

Austin moved to Reno, Nevada, to
study transportation technology at
Truckee Meadows Community College.
He had a passion for cars and sports. He
loved to watch basketball, especially
the Boston Celtics.

Austin was excited to watch his fa-
vorite band perform at the Route 91
festival on October 1 in Las Vegas.
Austin went to the festival with his
fiancee, Dana Getreu, to celebrate his
birthday and their anniversary.

Austin dreamed of opening up his
own auto repair shop after graduation
and was excited to get married to Dana
and start a family. He always had a
smile on his face and made people
laugh.

Austin’s friends and family remem-
ber him for being ambitious, smart,
and hardworking.

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Austin Meyer’s family and
friends. Please know that the city of
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the whole country grieve with you.

——

CELEBRATING 100TH BIRTHDAY OF
DORA DUNCAN GILLENWATER
BARTLEY

(Mr. COMER asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in
celebration of a lifelong friend and
neighbor, Mrs. Dora Duncan
Gillenwater Bartley of my hometown
of Tompkinsville, in the First District
of Kentucky, who is celebrating her
100th birthday today.

Dora Bartley’s dedication to serving
others rivals only her love for her hus-
band, James Dale Bartley, and their
seven children.

Known throughout Monroe County
for her abundant compassion and un-
wavering work ethic, she has not only
cared for her family, but also welcomed
abused and orphaned women and chil-
dren into her home and treated them
as her own.
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