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FREE THE PANCHEN LAMA OF 

TIBET 

(Mr. MCGOVERN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. MCGOVERN. Mr. Speaker, today, 
we celebrate the 29th birthday of 
Gedhun Choekyi Nyima, the 11th Pan-
chen Lama of Tibetan Buddhism. 

He was chosen for his position on 
May 15, 1995, by His Holiness the Dalai 
Lama. Two days later, when he was 
only 6 years old, the Chinese Govern-
ment detained him and his family. The 
Panchen Lama has not been heard from 
since. Twenty-three years later, he is 
one of the world’s longest held pris-
oners of conscience. 

People from all over the world—rep-
resentatives of governments, the 
United Nations, and civil society orga-
nizations—have repeatedly asked to see 
him, without success. 

What kind of government steals away 
a child? 

The Panchen Lama’s disappearance 
symbolizes the violations of religious 
freedom that take place in Tibetan 
areas of China on a daily basis. 

Mr. Speaker, in honor of his birth-
day, please join me in calling on the 
Chinese Government to free the true 
Panchen Lama. 

f 

DEFERMENT FOR ACTIVE CANCER 
TREATMENT 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to speak on the Deferment 
for Active Cancer Treatment Act. I in-
troduced this bill with my friend, Con-
gressman ED PERLMUTTER, with the 
support of Critical Mass: The Young 
Adult Cancer Alliance. 

This commonsense and bipartisan 
measure will enable cancer patients to 
defer payments on public student loans 
while actively receiving treatment, 
without interest accruing during the 
deferment period. 

Sadly, in 2018 alone, Mr. Speaker, 
more than 1.7 million Americans will 
be newly diagnosed with cancer. Be-
yond the terrible news of this cancer 
diagnosis, these individuals have to en-
dure exhaustive treatment and stag-
gering medical expenses, often leading 
to under- or unemployment. This re-
ality makes it incredibly difficult for 
many cancer patients to make pay-
ments on their student loans on time. 

By passing the Deferment for Active 
Cancer Treatment Act, we will help so 
many cancer patients and stimulate 
the economy. These patients will be 
prevented from defaulting on their stu-
dent loans, which they so desperately 
need. 

Mr. Speaker, Ed and I encourage our 
colleagues to stand with cancer pa-
tients across our Nation and support 
and cosponsor the Deferment for Ac-
tive Cancer Treatment Act. 

VALERIY ‘‘LARRY’’ SAVINKIN 
STREET CO-NAMING CEREMONY 
IN BROOKLYN, NEW YORK 

(Mr. JEFFRIES asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. JEFFRIES. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor that, on Tuesday, May 1, the 
communities of south Brooklyn, on the 
corner of Brighton Beach and Coney Is-
land Avenues, will be co-named for 
Valeriy ‘‘Larry’’ Savinkin, a dedicated 
and well-respected community leader, 
who passed away last year. 

Larry was my congressional field rep-
resentative who served the residents of 
the Eighth Congressional District with 
great distinction. 

His success and impact on the neigh-
borhoods of southern Brooklyn and 
Queens were not limited to his work in 
the Eighth Congressional District of-
fice. For over 20 years, he was involved 
in several prominent organizations, in-
cluding the September 11 Family 
Group, the Holocaust Memorial Com-
mittee, and the Odessa Community of 
New York. 

Larry had a magnetic personality 
and cared about his community im-
mensely. 

I had the privilege of knowing and 
working with him for several years. I 
look forward to standing on Valeriy 
‘‘Larry’’ Savinkin Street with New 
York City Council Members Mark 
Treyger and Chaim Deutsch next Tues-
day to commemorate and acknowledge 
this outstanding individual. 

f 

RECOGNIZING 125TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF MASONIC CARE COMMUNITY 
OF NEW YORK 

(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize the 125th anniver-
sary of the incredible Masonic Care 
Community of New York, located in 
the city of Utica. 

The Masonic Care Community of New 
York opened its doors on May 1, 1893, 
as the Masonic Home, started by the 
Free and Accepted Masons of the State 
of New York. Their goal was to provide 
high-quality care to elderly masons 
and families living in the Mohawk Val-
ley region. 

Within 30 years, the location ex-
panded to include a building for 360 
adults, a hospital, several dormitories 
for children, and a 200-acre working 
farm that supplied food for those living 
on the campus. 

Today, the Masonic Care Community 
of New York offers top-of-the-line 
healthcare options to all. It also offers 
high-quality senior care, rehabilitation 
services, and child care, while also 
making house calls for those patients 
who are unable to leave their home. 

Masonic Care Community of New 
York has supported, nurtured, and edu-
cated the community by providing ex-

ceptional care and services with com-
passion and pride guided by the Ma-
sonic principles of brotherly love, re-
lief, truth, and integrity. Currently, 
more than 500 seniors call the Masonic 
Care Community of New York and 
their independent living center home. 

I want to extend my congratulations 
to the staff at the Masonic Care Com-
munity of New York for their hard 
work in continuing to make the Ma-
sonic Care Community of New York a 
first-class facility. I wish them 125 
more years of exceptional service. 

f 

REMEMBERING THE LIFE OF 
AUSTIN MEYER 

(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to remember the life of Austin 
Meyer. 

Austin moved to Reno, Nevada, to 
study transportation technology at 
Truckee Meadows Community College. 
He had a passion for cars and sports. He 
loved to watch basketball, especially 
the Boston Celtics. 

Austin was excited to watch his fa-
vorite band perform at the Route 91 
festival on October 1 in Las Vegas. 
Austin went to the festival with his 
fiancee, Dana Getreu, to celebrate his 
birthday and their anniversary. 

Austin dreamed of opening up his 
own auto repair shop after graduation 
and was excited to get married to Dana 
and start a family. He always had a 
smile on his face and made people 
laugh. 

Austin’s friends and family remem-
ber him for being ambitious, smart, 
and hardworking. 

I would like to extend my condo-
lences to Austin Meyer’s family and 
friends. Please know that the city of 
Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and 
the whole country grieve with you. 

f 

CELEBRATING 100TH BIRTHDAY OF 
DORA DUNCAN GILLENWATER 
BARTLEY 

(Mr. COMER asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COMER. Mr. Speaker, I rise in 
celebration of a lifelong friend and 
neighbor, Mrs. Dora Duncan 
Gillenwater Bartley of my hometown 
of Tompkinsville, in the First District 
of Kentucky, who is celebrating her 
100th birthday today. 

Dora Bartley’s dedication to serving 
others rivals only her love for her hus-
band, James Dale Bartley, and their 
seven children. 

Known throughout Monroe County 
for her abundant compassion and un-
wavering work ethic, she has not only 
cared for her family, but also welcomed 
abused and orphaned women and chil-
dren into her home and treated them 
as her own. 
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Throughout her life, she has been 

guided by her steadfast commitment to 
her faith and has worked tirelessly for 
the benefit of others, not only during 
her service as deputy jailer, but even 
after her retirement through her in-
volvement in distributing commodities 
and serving her fellow senior citizens. 

I am deeply thankful for her friend-
ship and guidance throughout my life, 
and I am honored to join with her 
friends and family, as well as all who 
have benefited from her generous spir-
it, in celebrating this milestone 
achievement. I wish Dora Bartley a 
happy 100th birthday and many more 
joyful years filled with blessings. 

f 

b 1700 

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
PETER G. PETERSON 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a great American 
patriot, Pete Peterson, who passed 
away at the age of 91 last month. 

Born to Greek immigrant parents in 
America’s heartland of Nebraska, Pete 
rose from humble beginnings to con-
tribute to our Nation as a public serv-
ant, statesman, business leader, and es-
pecially through his philanthropic and 
policy work. 

Pete was a clarion voice for fiscal re-
sponsibility and a strong moral con-
science in Washington, working tire-
lessly and always reaching across party 
lines. 

For Pete, building a bright economic 
future for the next generation was his 
patriotic duty. He understood that he 
was so fortunate to have lived the 
American Dream, and he wanted that 
same opportunity available for every 
man, woman, and child in our Nation. 

Economic policy leadership was a de-
fining thread running through his life, 
including in his roles as Secretary of 
Commerce, the head of major Amer-
ican corporations, and the founder of 
respected policy organizations, includ-
ing the Peterson Institute for Inter-
national Economics and the Peterson 
Foundation. 

Pete’s prophetic voice on the impor-
tance of fiscal sustainability brought 
together generations of policymakers, 
no matter their political background, 
to find common ground and effective 
solutions. His strong moral leadership 
to ensure our children and our grand-
children inherit a healthy fiscal future 
leaves a remarkable legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, anyone who knew Pete 
will attest to his wit, generous spirit, 
and personal warmth that made him a 
pleasure to be around. 

Pete signed The Giving Pledge and 
committed the bulk of his personal for-
tune to philanthropic causes. His leg-
acy will endure in many ways, but es-
pecially through the work of the Peter-
son Foundation, which continues to 
focus on solutions to America’s fiscal 

and economic challenges, now under 
the leadership of his son Michael. 

The loss of Pete will be deeply felt in 
Washington, in the Nation, and around 
the world. May it bring some measure 
of comfort to his wife, Joan Ganz 
Cooney; his children, John, Jim, David, 
Holly, and Michael; and all his loved 
ones that so many grieve with them 
during this difficult time. 

I knew and loved Pete Peterson, and 
I know he loved his family above all. 
He was a great American, who loved 
our country as well. 

f 

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS—THE 
REPUBLIC OF FRANCE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, just 
a stone’s throw away from the Champs- 
Elysees and the Louvre in Paris stands 
the Hotel de Vendome, the former 
home of the official embassy of the Re-
public of Texas. 

In fact, France was the first nation 
to recognize Texas as an independent 
nation in 1836, when a treaty was 
signed between the two countries. 
Today, a marker denotes the building 
where the Texas embassy was in 
France. 

In turn, France had an embassy in 
Austin, Texas, not far from our current 
Texas Capitol Building. 

Notably, Texas also once belonged to 
France before Spain reclaimed Texas. 

Explorer La Salle planted the French 
flag in Texas in 1685 and established a 
settlement in Matagorda. 

Texas later became a sovereign re-
public and 9 years later joined the 
United States. 

So on this day when French Presi-
dent Macron addressed Congress, Texas 
remembers and appreciates that Texas 
was not only an independent country 
France first recognized, but was once a 
part of France. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

BRINGING FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday I introduced a 
bill with my colleagues, Congressman 
JIM LANGEVIN and Congressman DAVID 
YOUNG of Iowa, to modernize the char-
ter of the National FFA Organization. 

FFA, formerly called the Future 
Farmers of America, was founded in 
1928. 

Congress recognized the importance 
of FFA as an integral part of agri-
culture and, in 1950, granted it a Fed-
eral charter. 

The charter provides Federal author-
ity to create an interagency working 
agreement that is focused on strength-
ening FFA and school-based agri-
culture education. 

It is important to note that only 
about 100 organizations have charters 
with Federal agencies, only six organi-
zations require the respective govern-
ment agency to select one member for 
the board of directors, and FFA is the 
only organization that requires a ma-
jority of its board of directors be cho-
sen by its partner government agency. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5595, the National 
FFA Organization’s Charter Amend-
ments Act, makes updates to allow the 
National FFA to be a self-governing or-
ganization while maintaining its long- 
held relationship with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. 

This amendment brings FFA, a great 
cornerstone of rural America, into the 
21st century, and I encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor this legislation. 

f 

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL 

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this evening on behalf of some of 
my greatest constituents, Oak Ridge 
High School, in the Third District of 
Tennessee. 

The Department of Energy created 
the National Science Bowl in 1991. This 
is one of the most prestigious competi-
tions in math and science for our high 
school and middle school students. 

Oak Ridge High School is the only 
high school in the great State of Ten-
nessee to participate in the finals this 
year that will take place this weekend. 

I would like to announce that Joseph 
Andress, Henry Shen, Steven Qu, Mel-
ody Guo, and Batu Odbadrakh are our 
outstanding students for Oak Ridge 
High School. 

Go Oak Ridge. Go National Science 
Bowl. Go America. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF BARBARA JOHNS 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GAR-
RETT) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor, the likes of which I can’t think 
of a comparison, to stand here, in this 
week of April 2018, and commemorate a 
battle undertaken by a student that I 
would argue was a continuation of the 
American Revolution. 

The American Revolution began 
when a group of White male land-
owners cast off the tyrannical throne 
which lorded over them from across an 
ocean, but it moved forward 80 years 
later when a million Americans, 
through disease and starvation and 
battlefield death, gave their lives to rid 
this Nation of the horrific institution 
of slavery. Then 55 years later, I would 
argue that it continued when the fran-
chise was extended through women’s 
suffrage to women. 
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