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Throughout her life, she has been 

guided by her steadfast commitment to 
her faith and has worked tirelessly for 
the benefit of others, not only during 
her service as deputy jailer, but even 
after her retirement through her in-
volvement in distributing commodities 
and serving her fellow senior citizens. 

I am deeply thankful for her friend-
ship and guidance throughout my life, 
and I am honored to join with her 
friends and family, as well as all who 
have benefited from her generous spir-
it, in celebrating this milestone 
achievement. I wish Dora Bartley a 
happy 100th birthday and many more 
joyful years filled with blessings. 

f 
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CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF 
PETER G. PETERSON 

(Ms. PELOSI asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. PELOSI. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to remember a great American 
patriot, Pete Peterson, who passed 
away at the age of 91 last month. 

Born to Greek immigrant parents in 
America’s heartland of Nebraska, Pete 
rose from humble beginnings to con-
tribute to our Nation as a public serv-
ant, statesman, business leader, and es-
pecially through his philanthropic and 
policy work. 

Pete was a clarion voice for fiscal re-
sponsibility and a strong moral con-
science in Washington, working tire-
lessly and always reaching across party 
lines. 

For Pete, building a bright economic 
future for the next generation was his 
patriotic duty. He understood that he 
was so fortunate to have lived the 
American Dream, and he wanted that 
same opportunity available for every 
man, woman, and child in our Nation. 

Economic policy leadership was a de-
fining thread running through his life, 
including in his roles as Secretary of 
Commerce, the head of major Amer-
ican corporations, and the founder of 
respected policy organizations, includ-
ing the Peterson Institute for Inter-
national Economics and the Peterson 
Foundation. 

Pete’s prophetic voice on the impor-
tance of fiscal sustainability brought 
together generations of policymakers, 
no matter their political background, 
to find common ground and effective 
solutions. His strong moral leadership 
to ensure our children and our grand-
children inherit a healthy fiscal future 
leaves a remarkable legacy. 

Mr. Speaker, anyone who knew Pete 
will attest to his wit, generous spirit, 
and personal warmth that made him a 
pleasure to be around. 

Pete signed The Giving Pledge and 
committed the bulk of his personal for-
tune to philanthropic causes. His leg-
acy will endure in many ways, but es-
pecially through the work of the Peter-
son Foundation, which continues to 
focus on solutions to America’s fiscal 

and economic challenges, now under 
the leadership of his son Michael. 

The loss of Pete will be deeply felt in 
Washington, in the Nation, and around 
the world. May it bring some measure 
of comfort to his wife, Joan Ganz 
Cooney; his children, John, Jim, David, 
Holly, and Michael; and all his loved 
ones that so many grieve with them 
during this difficult time. 

I knew and loved Pete Peterson, and 
I know he loved his family above all. 
He was a great American, who loved 
our country as well. 

f 

THE REPUBLIC OF TEXAS—THE 
REPUBLIC OF FRANCE 

(Mr. POE of Texas asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, just 
a stone’s throw away from the Champs- 
Elysees and the Louvre in Paris stands 
the Hotel de Vendome, the former 
home of the official embassy of the Re-
public of Texas. 

In fact, France was the first nation 
to recognize Texas as an independent 
nation in 1836, when a treaty was 
signed between the two countries. 
Today, a marker denotes the building 
where the Texas embassy was in 
France. 

In turn, France had an embassy in 
Austin, Texas, not far from our current 
Texas Capitol Building. 

Notably, Texas also once belonged to 
France before Spain reclaimed Texas. 

Explorer La Salle planted the French 
flag in Texas in 1685 and established a 
settlement in Matagorda. 

Texas later became a sovereign re-
public and 9 years later joined the 
United States. 

So on this day when French Presi-
dent Macron addressed Congress, Texas 
remembers and appreciates that Texas 
was not only an independent country 
France first recognized, but was once a 
part of France. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

BRINGING FUTURE FARMERS OF 
AMERICA INTO THE 21ST CENTURY 

(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, yesterday I introduced a 
bill with my colleagues, Congressman 
JIM LANGEVIN and Congressman DAVID 
YOUNG of Iowa, to modernize the char-
ter of the National FFA Organization. 

FFA, formerly called the Future 
Farmers of America, was founded in 
1928. 

Congress recognized the importance 
of FFA as an integral part of agri-
culture and, in 1950, granted it a Fed-
eral charter. 

The charter provides Federal author-
ity to create an interagency working 
agreement that is focused on strength-
ening FFA and school-based agri-
culture education. 

It is important to note that only 
about 100 organizations have charters 
with Federal agencies, only six organi-
zations require the respective govern-
ment agency to select one member for 
the board of directors, and FFA is the 
only organization that requires a ma-
jority of its board of directors be cho-
sen by its partner government agency. 

Mr. Speaker, H.R. 5595, the National 
FFA Organization’s Charter Amend-
ments Act, makes updates to allow the 
National FFA to be a self-governing or-
ganization while maintaining its long- 
held relationship with the U.S. Depart-
ment of Education. 

This amendment brings FFA, a great 
cornerstone of rural America, into the 
21st century, and I encourage my col-
leagues to cosponsor this legislation. 

f 

NATIONAL SCIENCE BOWL 

(Mr. FLEISCHMANN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
his remarks.) 

Mr. FLEISCHMANN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise this evening on behalf of some of 
my greatest constituents, Oak Ridge 
High School, in the Third District of 
Tennessee. 

The Department of Energy created 
the National Science Bowl in 1991. This 
is one of the most prestigious competi-
tions in math and science for our high 
school and middle school students. 

Oak Ridge High School is the only 
high school in the great State of Ten-
nessee to participate in the finals this 
year that will take place this weekend. 

I would like to announce that Joseph 
Andress, Henry Shen, Steven Qu, Mel-
ody Guo, and Batu Odbadrakh are our 
outstanding students for Oak Ridge 
High School. 

Go Oak Ridge. Go National Science 
Bowl. Go America. 

f 

RECOGNITION OF BARBARA JOHNS 
DAY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
FITZPATRICK). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
gentleman from Virginia (Mr. GAR-
RETT) is recognized for 60 minutes as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, it is an 
honor, the likes of which I can’t think 
of a comparison, to stand here, in this 
week of April 2018, and commemorate a 
battle undertaken by a student that I 
would argue was a continuation of the 
American Revolution. 

The American Revolution began 
when a group of White male land-
owners cast off the tyrannical throne 
which lorded over them from across an 
ocean, but it moved forward 80 years 
later when a million Americans, 
through disease and starvation and 
battlefield death, gave their lives to rid 
this Nation of the horrific institution 
of slavery. Then 55 years later, I would 
argue that it continued when the fran-
chise was extended through women’s 
suffrage to women. 
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Then 30-plus years after that, by a 16- 

year-old high school student at the 
R.R. Moton High School in Farmville, 
Virginia, who had heard about the 
foundational ideas espoused by a slave 
owner named Jefferson who wrote that 
all people are created equal, but 
couldn’t reconcile that with her life ex-
perience, because in the county where 
she lived, a brand-new high school had 
been built, but only some kids could 
attend it. 

So in extending this American Revo-
lution that continues to this day, this 
16-year-old young woman, Barbara 
Rose Johns, led a school walkout that 
was the only student-initiated case 
amalgamated into the decision in 
Brown v. Board of Education, which rid 
America of the ridiculous lie that was 
‘‘separate but equal.’’ 

So her walkout was not to take 
rights from others, but to extend rights 
to all, and the idea of an American Na-
tion founded on the idea that all people 
had fundamental rights, and that it 
was the role of government to protect 
those. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from Virginia (Mr. SCOTT), my col-
league. 

Mr. SCOTT of Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
I thank the gentleman for yielding. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to join my 
colleague from Virginia, Congressman 
GARRETT. I want to thank him for or-
ganizing this evening’s Special Order, 
but first I want to commend him for 
his work as a Virginia State senator 
for making April 23 Barbara Johns Day 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia. 

This April 23, Monday, marked the 
first official recognition of this impor-
tant day in the Commonwealth. 

Almost 64 years ago, the Supreme 
Court struck down lawful school seg-
regation in the case of Brown v. Board 
of Education. What few people know is 
that Virginia was one of the four cases 
decided that day. There were three 
other States, and Washington, D.C., 
had another case that was decided the 
same day. 

Virginia’s involvement in Brown v. 
Board of Education stood out because 
that effort was led by a student, name-
ly Barbara Johns. She was only 16 
years of age. This stalwart figure in 
the struggle for equal education stood 
up to challenge the notion that African 
Americans should receive separate and 
unequal education under the law. 

Barbara Johns grew up in Farmville, 
Virginia, and attended Robert Russa 
Moton High School, an all-Black 
school serving more than 450 students 
despite the fact that the facility was 
designed for only 180. 

She described the inadequacies of the 
school as having shabby equipment, no 
science laboratories, no separate gym-
nasium. Conditions were so bad at the 
high school that, in 1947, even in Jim 
Crow Virginia, the State offered money 
to improve the school, yet the all- 
White Prince Edward County School 
Board refused to accept the State’s 
funding. 

Barbara took her concerns about the 
school to a teacher, who responded by 
asking her to do something about it. 

After months of contemplation and 
imagination, she began to formulate a 
plan. Seizing on the moment, on April 
23, 1951, Barbara Johns, a 16-year-old 
high school student, led her classmates 
on a strike to protest the substandard 
conditions at Robert Russa Moton High 
School. 

Her leadership and advocacy ulti-
mately garnered the support of NAACP 
lawyers Spottswood Robinson and Oli-
ver Hill to take up her cause and the 
cause of more equitable conditions at 
Moton High School. 

After meeting with the students and 
the community, they filed suit in Fed-
eral court in Richmond, Virginia. 

The Virginia case was called Davis v. 
County School Board of Prince Edward 
County, and, in 1954, Davis became one 
of the four cases decided in the Su-
preme Court in Brown v. Board of Edu-
cation. 

There is a saying that ‘‘courage is 
not the absence of fear, but the assess-
ment that something else is more im-
portant.’’ Her courage led to the power-
ful language in the Brown decision that 
still rings true today. 

In the case, the Court said: 
‘‘Today, education is perhaps the 

most important function of State and 
local governments. Compulsory school 
attendance laws and the great expendi-
tures for education both demonstrate 
our recognition of the importance of 
education to our democratic society. It 
is required in the performance of our 
most basic public responsibilities, even 
service in the Armed Forces. It is the 
very foundation of good citizenship. 
Today, it is a principal instrument in 
awakening the child to cultural values, 
in preparing him for later professional 
training, and in helping him to adjust 
normally to his environment. In these 
days, it is doubtful that any child may 
reasonably be expected to succeed in 
life if he is denied the opportunity of 
an education. Such an opportunity, 
where the State has undertaken to pro-
vide it, is a right which must be made 
available to all on equal terms. 

‘‘We come, then, to the question pre-
sented: Does segregation of children in 
public schools solely on the basis of 
race, even though the physical facili-
ties and other ‘tangible’ factors may be 
equal, deprive the children of the mi-
nority group of equal educational op-
portunities? We believe that it does.’’ 

And the Court concluded: ‘‘We con-
clude that, in the field of public edu-
cation, the doctrine of ‘separate but 
equal’ has no place. Separate edu-
cational facilities are inherently un-
equal.’’ 

Those powerful words were provoked 
by the courage of Barbara Johns and 
others like her who led the charge to 
bring the cases to the Supreme Court. 

The example of Barbara Johns should 
serve as an example for all of us. She 
did not sit on the sidelines, and neither 
should we. 

We should speak out when we see in-
justice, we should act when we see in-
equity. The best way to honor her leg-
acy is to act in the same spirit that she 
did. 

Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleague 
from Virginia (Mr. GARRETT), for pro-
viding an opportunity to remind us of 
our obligation to do the right thing. 

Mr. GARRETT. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
Congressman SCOTT for his comments. 

I refer to myself as a nerd—which is 
okay, because the nerds usually win in 
the end—who loves history. My ac-
quaintance with the story of Barbara 
Johns did not begin as a school student 
taking Virginia history in Virginia, it 
did not begin as a student at a top tier 
university studying history. 

It began when I became a candidate 
for the State Senate of Virginia. The 
district that I wished to represent and 
had the honor of representing included 
Farmville. So when I went to 
Farmville, I had the opportunity to at-
tend a function at the Moton Museum, 
which stands where R.R. Moton High 
School stood and, in fact, encompasses 
the bulk of that facility. 

I heard about Barbara Johns, and I 
thought: Who is Barbara Johns? And 
the more I learned about Barbara 
Johns, the more I was amazed that I 
didn’t know the answer to that ques-
tion. 

When we put in a bill to commemo-
rate April 23, the day that this coura-
geous, and I would stress without ceas-
ing, 16-year-old student—when I was 16 
years old, I think I was more concerned 
with the zit on my nose and whether I 
could get a homecoming date than 
whether I was going to change the 
world. 

But when I learned more about her 
and we put in a bill to commemorate 
April 23 as a holiday in the Common-
wealth of Virginia, it was my hope that 
one day someone would look at a cal-
endar and see Barbara Johns Day and 
say: Who was Barbara Johns? 

Someone had the temerity to say to 
me: Well, Tom, this is Black history. 

I reject that on its face. This is not 
Black history or Brown history or 
White history. It is American history, 
and it is red, white, and blue. 

b 1715 

That this country is the worst nation 
in the world, except for all the others, 
to paraphrase Winston Churchill, is 
something that I am proud of. 

That we were founded by geniuses 
like Jefferson, who was a flawed and 
fallen man by virtue of his participa-
tion in an evil, evil enterprise that was 
the slave trade, does not diminish the 
brilliance of the idea expanded upon by 
Locke and Rousseau and Hume, of nat-
ural law that all people have certain 
fundamental rights. That is who we are 
as a country. 

The reason I postulated earlier that 
the American Revolution should never 
end is because in the preamble to the 
Constitution, our Founders gave us not 
a perfect union, but sought to establish 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:51 Apr 26, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K25AP7.067 H25APPT1



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3565 April 25, 2018 
a more perfect union. And the word 
more’s inclusion is important because 
it implies the perpetual need to act be-
cause, in any institution governed by 
flawed and fallen human beings, there 
will always inherently be imperfection, 
but that does not absolve us of our 
duty to do the best we can. 

You can judge a nation and its char-
acter by the people whose virtues it ex-
tols. And to suggest that Barbara 
Johns is an American hero is to under-
state it. 

Again, a revolution to cast off a ty-
rannical crown, followed decades and 
decades later by a civil war to abolish 
a horrific, horrific activity, followed by 
a fight for generations to ensure suf-
frage to an entire sex, followed 30-some 
years later by a young girl with the 
courage to stand up and assert that 
justice should be equal for all, and that 
transcends even educational oppor-
tunity, inarguably. 

So I hold in high regard foundational 
heroes like Patrick Henry, and I have 
spoken from this spot on this floor be-
fore and talked about his speech: ‘‘I 
know not what course others may take, 
but as for me, give me liberty or give 
me death.’’ 

But my favorite ‘‘Patrick Henryism’’ 
was when, on speaking on separating 
from the crown, someone from the 
back of the room shouted ‘‘Treason,’’ 
and Henry said: ‘‘If this be treason, 
make the most of it,’’ a willingness to 
stand and fight and die because some-
thing was the right thing to do. 

Now, let’s skip forward to a 16-year- 
old girl in the segregated South. She 
undoubtedly had the fortune of a 
strong family. I have had the honor of 
speaking on multiple occasions with 
her sister and an amazing uncle in 
Vernon Johns, a pastor first educated 
at Virginia Theological Seminary and 
then at Oberlin and, I believe, at the 
University of Chicago. 

But Vernon Johns studied what? The 
classics and natural law, the Jeffer-
sonian ideas that liberty was inher-
ently a gift to humans, not from a gov-
ernment, but to be protected thereby. 
And so I like to imagine, and presume 
it is true because I asked Joan Johns, 
with whom I spoke last, if they ever 
discussed these sorts of things with 
their Uncle Vernon, and she said, of 
course; that someone had to stand up 
and assert these God-given rights in a 
land where they weren’t protected by 
the government in accordance to its re-
sponsibility. 

Who did that? A 16-year-old young 
woman. 

Okay. What was the cost? Well, no 
different than Patrick Henry, who said: 
‘‘If this be treason, then make the 
most of it,’’ quite literally, Barbara 
Johns had to move away for fear for 
her life. 

People think about the civil rights 
movement as many things. Many don’t 
realize that well over 1,000 people died, 
a lot in civil unrest, but also in things 
like horrific bombings of churches 
based on the color of the skin of the 
people who attended them. 

So the threat to Barbara Johns was 
existential and real but, in the face of 
that threat, she stood, and she led. And 
it wasn’t about self-aggrandizement. 
There was no future political career. 
Barbara John’s aspiration in life was to 
be a librarian. She became one. 

But when her moment came, she led. 
And she led, not to take from anyone, 
but to give to everyone what is inher-
ently their right and should be cher-
ished and protected by government. 

And so we have, with incredible hu-
mility, had the opportunity to serve in 
this hallowed institution, and this 
week, have filed for Barbara Johns to 
receive the Congressional Gold Medal. 
It is the highest award that can be be-
stowed by this Chamber. 

Tragically, Ms. Johns passed from 
this life in 1991, but I would submit 
that she is well-worthy of this honor. 
And then if bestowing this honor upon 
her posthumously will lead more Amer-
ican young people to read and learn 
about the leadership and courage dem-
onstrated by this school student from 
Prince Edward County, Virginia, then 
it is well worth doing. 

I in no way, shape, or form mean to 
make light, but if Bob Hope and Ro-
berto Clemente and John Wayne and 
Arnold Palmer and Dr. Muhammad 
Yunus and Louis L’Amour can receive 
the Congressional Gold Medal, then, by 
gosh, Barbara Rose Johns Powell de-
serves it. 

This is a story that should be told. 
And it is not a political story, it is an 
American story. It is not a black or 
white story, it is an American story. It 
is not a story about a powerful woman, 
it is a story about a powerful human 
being. 

We, collectively, are great because 
individuals have been allowed and en-
couraged and supported and uplifted 
and extolled for doing great things. 
And it is ridiculous that I should have 
studied Virginia history, American his-
tory, and then majored in history in 
college, grown up less than 100 miles 
away from where this young woman 
did this amazing thing, and have never 
heard her name. 

So today, I genuinely and sincerely 
thank my colleague, and I hope that 
somebody at home somewhere is 
Google searching Barbara Rose Johns, 
because hers is an amazing story, and 
we stand on the shoulder of such gi-
ants. It is overdue that she be recog-
nized for her contribution to our Amer-
ican family. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance 
of my time. 

f 

OPIOID ABUSE ACROSS THE 
NATION 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from 
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) is recog-
nized for the remainder of the hour as 
the designee of the majority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I ask unani-

mous consent that all Members may 

have 5 legislative days in which to re-
vise and extend their remarks and in-
clude extraneous material on the topic 
of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from North Carolina? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, I yield such 

time as he may consume to the gen-
tleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMP-
SON). 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I thank the gentlewoman 
and my chairman from the House Edu-
cation and the Workforce Committee 
for hosting this Special Order tonight 
on an issue that is impacting every ZIP 
Code in America. 

The gentlewoman’s poster says it all. 
This is close to home: Life beyond 
opioids, and stability, health, and heal-
ing. 

The opioid epidemic is considered by 
many to be the worst public health cri-
sis of our generation and, according to 
the National Institutes of Health, more 
than 115 people in the United States die 
every day from an opioid overdose. 

This epidemic is not an urban prob-
lem and it is not a rural problem. It is 
a national problem. No ZIP Code, as I 
said, in the country is immune from 
this crisis. This is an epidemic that 
transcends all socioeconomic classes, 
and all of America’s people, all of 
America’s diversity of families is at 
risk. 

Heroin and pain pill addiction doesn’t 
discriminate on age, race, gender, or 
socioeconomic status. Your neighbor 
could be using heroin and so could 
their high honors high school student. 

Unfortunately, the people of Pennsyl-
vania have seen some of the worst. 
Last year, the crisis surged when Penn-
sylvania experienced a 44 percent in-
crease in opioid overdoses. It is just 
tragic what this does to families and 
how it steals lives and futures. 

Addressing this unprecedented rate 
of opioid-related death means that we 
must focus on nearly 2.2 million Ameri-
cans who currently struggle with 
opioid addiction. No one person can 
beat addiction alone, and overcoming 
this epidemic will not only take a com-
munitywide effort, but a nationwide ef-
fort. 

The breadth of this epidemic requires 
us to respond with a multifaceted ap-
proach. Congress has engaged many 
agencies, including the Department of 
Justice, the Drug Enforcement Admin-
istration, National Institutes of 
Health, the Centers for Disease Con-
trol, and Customs and Border Protec-
tion, just to name a few, to help com-
bat opioid abuse. 

This crisis has torn apart families. It 
has weakened our workforce and over-
extended our healthcare system. As a 
nation, we must act with a unified ur-
gency to help those who have fallen 
victim to addiction in every corner of 
the country, and we must not forget 
their families who have seen firsthand 
the crippling effects of this disease day 
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