April 25, 2018

We want a day when no longer are
these refugees suffering, whether it is
in Syria. On the day that President
Macron addressed a joint session here
in this very Chamber, the President of
the People’s Republic of France, that
stood with the United States, along
with the United Kingdom, in the bombings against Syria that were targeted
against those who had been barrelbombed and victimized and murdered
by the Assad regime in Syria.
We share a common bond with the
Bosnian community. We both have
very large Bosnian communities, many
of whom started out as refugees some
20 years ago. Now, as I said, the cultural diversity, the business, the religious presence has been just wonderful
to see flourish in a district like Missouri’s Second Congressional District,
so I recognize the common bond that
we have there.
I thank Ms. TENNEY for participating
in this Special Order that goes to the
heart of genocide and mass atrocities
across our globe. I know that the people of Ms. TENNEY’s district in New
York are also appreciative of all she
does there to represent them and those
who are the most vulnerable in our society, so I thank the gentlewoman
from New York.
I now yield to the gentleman from
Ohio (Mr. CHABOT).
Mr. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentlewoman from Missouri for
yielding.
It is Genocide Awareness and Prevention Month, and the gentlewoman from
Missouri (Mrs. WAGNER) has been a
leader in speaking out on this critical
issue for many years now, and we appreciate her leadership on that.
As a senior member of the House Foreign Affairs Committee, I have had the
opportunity to advocate for global
human rights issues for many years.
Tonight, I want to condemn a genocide
that has been happening before our
eyes:
the
genocide
against
the
Rohingya in Rakhine State, Burma.
Last September, the Burmese military began a so-called clearing operation, allegedly in response to some insurgent attacks. In reality, this was
just an excuse for a massive and barbaric campaign to forcibly remove the
Rohingya from Burma altogether and
erase their memory from the Rakhine
State once and for all, resulting in over
700,000 Rohingya, many of whom are
children, fleeing Burma for Bangladesh. This has needlessly left Bangladesh and the world with one of the
worst humanitarian crises that the
world faces today.
While these numbers are truly shocking, as we learn more about the crimes
committed by the Burmese military,
there can be no doubt that this is, in
fact, genocide.
When the Rohingya arrived in Bangladesh, they told story after story of
the crimes that they had witnessed and
that they had personally suffered:
widespread killings, mass graves,
rapes, and other unspeakable horrors
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and injuries. These atrocities have
been confirmed by many people who
had no ax to grind here or anything, So
this is something that the world must
see and must believe.
In addition, hundreds of villages have
been burned and others have been simply bulldozed in a clear attempt to prevent the Rohingya from ever returning.
Together, these heinous acts are a deliberate attempt to irreparably harm
the Rohingya. This is absolutely genocide.
Together with Mr. ENGEL and Mr.
CROWLEY, our colleagues here in the
House, I have helped to lead the
House’s efforts to address this crisis.
With our passage of H. Con. Res 90, the
House unequivocally condemned the
Burmese military’s atrocious actions,
but more serious action is still needed.
Burma’s constitution allows the Burmese military to control much of the
government, and civilian leadership
has taken virtually no real steps to address this violence. That is why I
joined again with Mr. ENGEL and Mr.
CROWLEY to introduce the BURMA Act,
which applies tough, targeted sanctions on the individuals involved in
leading this genocide. I urge my colleagues to cosponsor this legislation
and then, ultimately, of course, to vote
for it when the time comes.
As we remember the victims of all
genocides this month, we must work to
adequately address one which is unfolding right before our eyes, right before
the world’s eyes right now. So, again, I
want to thank the gentlewoman from
Missouri for calling this particular action to the attention of our colleagues
and the attention of the world, but also
other genocides and other atrocities
that have occurred across the globe.
She is truly a leader, and we are lucky
to have her doing that in Congress on
an everyday basis, but also, in particular, this evening.
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT)
for his kind words. He is a leader and a
senior member of our House Foreign
Affairs Committee, and I also have the
privilege of serving on it.
It is an honor to have Congressman
CHABOT here at this Special Order during Genocide Awareness and Prevention Month to give voice to those millions of victims and to say we live for
a time when this is nonexistent in society.
I look forward, Mr. Speaker, tomorrow, to offering my amendment to the
State Department Authorization Act of
2018, asking the administration to
study countries at risk of genocide and
mass atrocity crimes and crafting the
kind of training regimens for U.S. foreign service officers that are so very
important.
I look forward to the time when my
piece of legislation, the Elie Wiesel
Genocide and Atrocities Prevention
Act, will, Mr. Speaker, be signed into
law. It will improve the U.S. efforts to
prevent mass atrocity crimes, and I
think we all, in this Chamber, on a bi-
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partisan level, Mr. Speaker, continue
to hope and, more importantly, to
work towards a time when America
says, ‘‘Never again,’’ and our actions
reinforce our words.
Mr. Speaker, I thank my colleagues
for coming out. I thank those advocates on the Friends Committee on National Legislation’s stand. Together we
remember the Carl Wilkens Fellowship
and so many others that stand with the
victims of genocide and mass atrocities. It is an honor to be with my colleagues here tonight and with the advocacy groups that stand for the millions that say, ‘‘Never again.’’
Mr. Speaker, I yield back the balance
of my time.
f

ENROLLED BILL SIGNED
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported and found truly enrolled a bill
of the House of the following title,
which was thereupon signed by the
Speaker:
H.R. 4300. To authorize Pacific Historic
Parks to establish a commemorative display
to honor members of the United States
Armed Forces who served in the Pacific Theater of World War II, and for other purposes.
f

BILL PRESENTED TO THE
PRESIDENT
Karen L. Haas, Clerk of the House,
reported that on April 25, 2018, she presented to the President of the United
States, for his approval, the following
bill:
H.R. 4300. To authorize Pacific Historic
Parks to establish a commemorative display
to honor members of the United States
Armed Forces who served in the Pacific Theater of World War II, and for other purposes.
f

ADJOURNMENT
Mrs. WAGNER. Mr. Speaker, I move
that the House do now adjourn.
The motion was agreed to; accordingly (at 6 o’clock and 45 minutes
p.m.), under its previous order, the
House adjourned until tomorrow,
Thursday, April 26, 2018, at 10 a.m. for
morning-hour debate.
f

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS,
ETC.
Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive
communications were taken from the
Speaker’s table and referred as follows:
4680. A letter from the General Counsel,
Government Accountability Office, transmitting a letter reporting violations of the
Antideficiency Act by the Department of
Justice’s Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives, pursuant to 31 U.S.C.
1351; Public Law 97-258; (96 Stat. 926) and 31
U.S.C. 1517(b); Public Law 110-161, Sec.
1517(b); (121 Stat. 2285); to the Committee on
Appropriations.
4681. A letter from the Director, Office of
Legislative Affairs, Legal, Federal Deposit
Insurance Corporation, transmitting the
Corporation’s final rule — Removal of Transferred OTS Regulations Regarding Consumer
Protection in Sales of Insurance (RIN: 3064-

E:\CR\FM\K25AP7.084

H25APPT1

