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today, but we know it was with Larry’s
cutting-edge leadership and distin-
guished commitment to the business
that it has grown into such a global in-
dustry.

In 1973, with just $10,000—money crit-
ical to the company at the time—and a
true spirit of recognizing the value of
good workers, Larry created an em-
ployee retirement plan and stayed
committed to the plan. Today the re-
tirement fund is more than $60 million.
Larry believes in taking care of his
workers, many of whom go in every
day to do difficult, routine work. Larry
exhibits the type of leader every indus-
try needs: focused while looking ahead,
kind, fair, and employee friendly. No
one has to tell him to serve in this
manner; it is who he is, and he does it
with a spring in his step.

MIKE and I have known Larry since
the days Clear Springs had an annual
production of 450,000 pounds of trout.
Now, the company produces 24 million
pounds every year, making it an exem-
plary industry leader.

Larry has been immensely valuable
to the aquaculture industry worldwide.
He has been in many leadership roles in
business associations and boards, and
he has won many awards. To name a
few of his roles in the food industry
and beyond, Larry has served as a
board member and chairman of the Na-
tional Fisheries Institute, the Amer-
ican Frozen Food Institute, the Idaho
Association of Commerce & Industry,
as well as St. Luke’s Health System. In
addition, he has served as a trustee at
the College of Idaho, his alma mater.

Another important character quality
Larry exhibits is believing in serving
his community. He is a pillar of sup-
port and encouragement to the region,
having helped bring St. Luke’s Hos-
pital into the Magic Valley, as well as
supporting the growth of the region’s
food production industry. As food pro-
duction grows, so does the number of
jobs and residual businesses. This is
good growth for Idaho.

MIKE and I are proud to recognize
Larry Cope, our good friend and a
strong, courageous, and dedicated lead-
er in Idaho. As I said a minute ago,
Larry has done so much in business and
community service for more than 45
years that he has earned his retire-
ment.

Larry, kick up your feet and go fish-
ing.

Thank you.

———

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO CAROLYN LUMSDEN

e Mr. BLUMENTHAL. Mr. President,
today I wish to recognize Carolyn
Lumsden, who received the Sigma
Delta Chi Award from the Society of
Professional Journalists.

Ms. Lumsden, an opinion editor for
the Hartford Courant, wrote an edi-
torial series last year which revealed
the breadth of the crumbling concrete
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foundations issue in northeastern Con-
necticut. Her work, ‘‘Crumbling Foun-
dations,” gave a thorough look at this
tragic situation where hundreds, poten-
tially tens of thousands, of homes have
foundations that need to be replaced
because the concrete contains an iron
sulfide that ultimately weakens the
structure. Through her months of re-
search, Ms. Lumsden spoke with home-
owners, engineers, geologists, data ana-
lysts, bankers, and lawyers to under-
stand the complete scope of this prob-
lem.

“Crumbling Foundations’ initiated
much-needed, positive progress for the
people of Connecticut, thanks in part
to the data and personal testimonies
Ms. Lumsden gathered. In the months
following the series’ publishing, the In-
ternal Revenue Service approved tax
breaks for homeowners, and the State
of Connecticut approved $100 million in
bonding over 5 years to help the home-
owners suffering from crumbling foun-
dations. I am working, along with my
congressional delegation colleagues, on
additional Federal relief to home-
owners and funding for research into
pyrrhotite.

Ms. Lumsden’s dedication to using
her position as a journalist to assist
the people of Connecticut is deeply ad-
mirable. For over 200 years, the Amer-
ican press has uncovered and reported
vital information to the public about
our communities. Thanks to ‘“‘Crum-
bling Foundations,” our State is now
acutely aware of this significant trag-
edy and is working actively to find a
solution.

I applaud her tireless efforts to un-
cover the truth of this problem and
hope my colleagues will join me in con-
gratulating Ms. Lumsden on her well-
earned honor.e

———

TRIBUTE TO WAYNE HAVER

e Mr. BOOZMAN. Mr. President, today
I wish to recognize and congratulate
Mr. Wayne Haver, principal of South-
side High School in Fort Smith, AR.
Mr. Haver will retire at the end of this
school year after 48 years of service to
Fort Smith Public Schools.

Having started as a teacher at South-
side in 1970, Mr. Haver has had a long,
distinguished career as an educator and
administrator. He became an assistant
principal at the school in 1974 and, in
1982 was mnamed principal and has
served in that role ever since.

Enrollment at Southside now stands
at over 1,500 students, and the commu-
nity has witnessed how much the
school has changed and grown under
Mr. Haver’s guidance. Thousands of
students have graduated from the
school during his tenure.

As principal for more than 35 years,
some of those graduates have returned
as teachers and now work alongside an
educator who served as a mentor both
while they were students and now as
instructors. Southside has also been
recognized three times as a School of
Excellence by the U.S. Department of
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Education, a testament to Mr. Haver’s
leadership.

In 2013, Mr. Haver was named Admin-
istrator of the Year by the National
Association of Education Office Profes-
sionals. At the time, he was only the
second Arkansas educator to have re-
ceived the award.

Upon his retirement, Principal Haver
will be leaving an incredible legacy of
education and service to his commu-
nity. He is only the second principal
Southside High School has ever had in
its 65-year history. He has spent his ca-
reer devoted to education, seldom
missing a day of work. He is admired
by his staff, who say he is an incredible
man to work for and will be greatly
missed.

His musical ability has been cher-
ished by students and faculty alike and
will be remembered fondly after he re-
tires. He learned to play the school’s
fight song on his harmonica, and his
performances became a fixture at pep
rallies and other school events.

I congratulate Wayne Haver on a re-
markable career and admire his dedica-
tion to the students and families of
Fort Smith and Southside High School.
As a native of Fort Smith, I am incred-
ibly proud of everything he has accom-
plished. His dedication and profes-
sionalism have certainly helped to
make the community a better place to
live. I wish him all the best in retire-
ment and thank him for his countless

contributions to Southside High
School.e
————
RECOGNIZING ANFINSON FARM
STORE

o Mrs. ERNST. Mr. President, I wish to
recognize Anfinson Farm Store, a
small business in Cushing, IA, that has
been a staple of the community for 100
years.

Like many Dbusinesses, Anfinson
Farm Store will be receiving signifi-
cant tax relief from the Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act, and they are using this as an
opportunity to invest in their most im-
portant resource: their employees.
After the legislation was signed into
law, owner John Anfinson, who has
owned the business for 46 years, an-
nounced that all seven of their full-
time employees would receive $1,000 bo-
nuses and 5-percent pay increases. He
was also able to purchase nearly
$400,000 in new equipment with 1-year
expensing.

Small businesses make up 97 percent
of employers in Iowa, and prior to the
passage of tax reform, they were taxed
at marginal rates that often reached as
high as 45 percent. The Tax Cuts and
Jobs Act is a monumental achievement
for small businesses, reducing their tax
burden so that they can grow and in-
vest in their employees.

As we celebrate National Small Busi-
ness Week, I would like to recognize
Anfinson Farm Store and all of Iowa’s
small businesses, who are the backbone
of our economy. I would also like to ex-
press my gratitude to the President
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