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and my colleagues in Congress for help-
ing to reduce the tax burden on our 
small businesses.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING WEBCO INDUSTRIES 
∑ Mr. INHOFE. Mr. President, small 
businesses play an integral role in 
Oklahoma’s economy. They consist of 
over 52 percent of all employees in 
Oklahoma. Additionally, within Okla-
homa, over 84 percent of all exports 
come from small businesses. Today I 
have the distinct honor of recognizing 
one of the many successful small busi-
nesses in my home State of Oklahoma 
for National Small Business Week. 
While there are many businesses wor-
thy of recognition, I am particularly 
proud of Webco Industries. 

Webco Industries, based in Sand 
Springs, OK, has proven themselves as 
a leader in the metal tubing industry. 
Their philosophy of ‘‘continuously 
building’’ is a testament to how they 
have grown since 1969 into the 1,000-em-
ployee company they are today. With 
seven manufacturing plants and two 
distribution facilities, they provide the 
widest variety of tubing in North 
America. With engineering, metallur-
gical, production, and QA staff aver-
aging 20 years of experience, Webco de-
livers exceptional tubing products and 
service to their customers. 

I want to congratulate and thank 
Webco founder, Bill Weber, and CEO 
Dana Weber of Webco for their out-
standing and devoted work in creating 
a shining business model. The Weber’s 
dedication to making these products in 
America should not only make Oklaho-
mans proud, but all Americans. 
Webco’s success should be an example 
for all businesses, and I am proud to 
recognize their hard work and dedica-
tion.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING CANAL COFFEE 
∑ Mr. KENNEDY. Mr. President, it is 
my honor to recognize Canal Coffee 
from Kinder, LA, as the Small Business 
of the Day for the 2018 National Small 
Business Week. Small businesses like 
minority and veteran-owned Canal Cof-
fee exemplify the pursuit of the Amer-
ican dream. 

Canal Coffee is owned and operated 
by Priscilla Mayfield and Rodrick 
James. James, affectionately known 
back home as Coffee Man, was born in 
Bossier City, LA. After serving in the 
U.S. Army for 8 years, James attended 
the Culinary School of America and 
worked as the executive chef at 
Coushatta Casino Resort. In the fall of 
2016, the duo opened the original Canal 
Coffee on the corner of 4th Avenue and 
9th Street in Kinder, LA. Since then, 
they have opened two more locations 
in Oberlin and Shreveport, with a third 
location coming soon. The goal is to 
open a total of 25 Canal Coffee shops in 
the next 5 years. James says his recipe 
for success is to ‘‘stay in front of God 
and work hard.’’ 

Canal Coffee should not only be ad-
mired for their business success, but 

also commended for giving back to the 
local community. As a part of their 
Community Strong campaign, Canal 
Coffee donates a portion of their high 
school football game concession sales 
to schools in Allen Parish. They also 
extend the shop’s closing time to mid-
night so that the kids have a safe place 
to socialize after games. 

I would like to extend my sincerest 
congratulations to Canal Coffee on 
being recognized during the 2018 Na-
tional Small Business Week. You make 
Louisiana proud, and I look forward to 
watching your continued growth and 
success.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING AMERICA’S FINEST 
FILTERS 

∑ Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, I first vis-
ited America’s Finest Filters in 2015, 
after hearing about the incredible work 
this small business was doing in serv-
ing the members of Louisville’s com-
munity. Founded by Michael White and 
now run by his daughter TaHondra 
Johnson, America’s Finest Filters be-
lieves in the power of second chances 
and makes a conscious effort to employ 
ex-offenders, who currently make up 
over half of their employees. 

What America’s Finest Filters under-
stands is that breaking the cycle of 
poverty, incarceration, and addiction 
can be done through providing opportu-
nities for meaningful work and taking 
responsibility. When I visited with 
their employees, I listened to many 
stories of those who turned their lives 
around because America’s Finest Fil-
ters gave them the tools to succeed. 

April is also Second Chance Month, 
which is why I am proud to recognize 
this business for giving second chances 
to those who so truly deserve them. I 
am also recognizing this business in 
honor of late founder Michael White, 
who sadly lost his battle with cancer in 
2016. He set a true example of what it 
means to be a role model and leader, 
and his philanthropic achievements 
and impact on the community will 
never be forgotten.∑ 
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RECOGNIZING SMITTY’S PANCAKE 
AND STEAK HOUSE 

∑ Mr. RISCH. Mr. President, as you 
may know, small businesses make up a 
significant portion of the retail and 
food services economy, both in my 
home State of Idaho and around the 
country. In Idaho, small businesses em-
ploy 67 percent of workers in the food 
services sector. As chairman of the 
Committee on Small Business and En-
trepreneurship, I am proud to recognize 
Smitty’s Pancake and Steak House as 
the Small Business of the Month for 
April 2018. Located in Idaho Falls, 
Smitty’s Pancake and Steak House has 
provided exceptional service and qual-
ity food in a welcoming environment 
for decades. 

Like many small restaurants, 
Smitty’s began as just one location 
within a larger franchise network. 

However, in 1971, Leo and Cleo Werner 
left their jobs to buy the franchise li-
cense, thus changing the structure of 
the restaurant. Right away, the Wer-
ners knew that, in order to build a suc-
cessful restaurant and leave a positive 
legacy, they would need to build cus-
tomer loyalty by emphasizing cus-
tomer service and creating an environ-
ment that makes their customers feel 
at home. When the Smitty’s chain re-
branded, Mr. and Mrs. Werner decided 
to strike out on their own as inde-
pendent owners. The Werners decided 
that they should continue focusing on 
the values at the center of their busi-
ness, rather than sacrifice their res-
taurant’s charm for the relative sta-
bility of being part of a chain. These 
values live on in the restaurant today, 
as the business is led by Mr. and Mrs. 
Werner’s granddaughters, Katrina Lott 
and Amanda Rosenberg. They have 
kept the restaurant in the family, tak-
ing over when their mother, the Wer-
ner’s daughter Darlene, retired. 

The Werners were eager to lead their 
team of employees by example, taking 
up any task that needed to get done 
around the restaurant, no matter how 
big or small. Their attention to cus-
tomer service created strong loyalty 
among their customers, which is one of 
the many reasons people return. The 
Werners know that their customers are 
coming back in part for the family at-
mosphere cultivated by their friendly 
staff. Smitty’s is known for serving a 
high volume of people at all times of 
the day, with some people lining up be-
fore 6 in the morning in order to get a 
taste of their hand-cut steaks and but-
termilk pancakes. They have truly 
lived up to their motto of ‘‘everybody’s 
favorite.’’ 

The restaurant enjoys strong cus-
tomer loyalty not only because of the 
superb service, but also because of the 
tasty breakfast and dinner offerings, 
which remain largely unchanged from 
when Leo and Cleo Werner took control 
of the restaurant over 46 years ago. 
Whether you are looking for a tradi-
tional American breakfast or a 
homestyle steak-and-potatoes dinner, 
visitors and native Idahoans alike 
know they can find it at Smitty’s. 

Smitty’s Pancake and Steak House 
has become a landmark in the Idaho 
Falls community by having the friend-
liest service in town and maintaining a 
menu of favorite items that keep cus-
tomers coming back for more. Mr. and 
Mrs. Werner knew what it would take 
to build a small business in the food 
service industry and ensured that their 
values have been passed down to their 
children and grandchildren, who main-
tain these values today. Smitty’s em-
braces the values of loyalty, service, 
and hard work and serves as an exam-
ple for all entrepreneurs. 

With great pleasure, I extend my con-
gratulations to the Werner family and 
all of the employees of Smitty’s Pan-
cake and Steak House. I wish you well 
as you continue serving the people of 
Idaho Falls, and I look forward to 
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