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around the world, privacy is increasingly under 
threat, and the free flow of information has be-
come more endangered. 

The right strategy must start with some hu-
mility. Cyberspace is a place to spread demo-
cratic ideals and a place where criminals, ex-
tremists, corporations, traffickers, and govern-
ments exploit vulnerabilities with impunity. On-
line communication can convey are highest 
ideals and our worst fears. It can shine a light 
on repression and be the source of hatred, 
manipulation, fake news, coercion, and con-
flict. It can bring people together or push us 
apart. 

Despite all this, I agree with the NSS’s con-
clusions which says, ‘‘The Internet is an Amer-
ican invention, and it should reflect our values 
as it continues to transform the future for all 
nations and all generations. A strong, defen-
sible cyber infrastructure fosters economic 
growth, protects our liberties, and advances 
our national security.’’ 

Central to a revitalized U.S. internet free-
dom strategy should be a priority to open gap-
ing holes in China’s Great Firewall. 

Right now, I’m just not confident that this is 
the policy of the Broadcasting Board of Gov-
ernors or the State Department right now. 

I think there are certain goals we should 
prioritize in our internet freedom strategy re-
garding China. 

First, China’s netizens require easy, reliable 
and free access to uncensored information 
through anti-censorship technologies, so that 
anybody can freely access information regard-
less of their technical ability. Reliable solutions 
should work all the time, regardless of intensi-
fied crackdowns or major events (Party Con-
gress, June 4th anniversary) taking place in- 
country. 

Second, solutions should also present dif-
ficult choices for the Chinese authorities—if 
the authorities want to disrupt these solutions, 
then they must disrupt many online services 
which they would normally be hesitant and un-
likely to block. 

Third, Access to solutions should also come 
at no cost for Chinese netizens, the Chinese 
authorities often block access to payment pro-
viders so even if Chinese can afford a cir-
cumvention solution, they cannot get past cen-
sorship by their payment provider. 

Fourth, holistic anti-censorship solutions 
should be encouraged, including not just tech-
nical circumvention but also distribution of 
those tools (getting around Google Play being 
blocked, and censorship in the Apple App 
Store) and well as helping users share anti- 
censorship tools, as well as content, through 
messaging apps, social networks and QR 
codes. 

These are just a few starting principles. I am 
open to a conversation about these goals with 
experts and allies. But given the stakes and 
possible outcomes, moving quickly to fund and 
distribute anti-censorship technologies should 
be a priority. 

The future of our grandchildren—in the U.S. 
and China alike—may very well depend on 
open, interoperable communications online, 
with minimal barriers to the global exchange of 
information, data, ideas, and services. 
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Mr. ROGERS of Kentucky. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to pay tribute to one of Eastern 
Kentucky’s greatest champions for economic 
development and infrastructure enhancement, 
my friend Gail Wright, who is retiring after 
nearly 30 years of dedication as Executive Di-
rector of the Gateway Area Development Dis-
trict. 

Gail was raised on a farm in rural Menifee 
County, Kentucky, where she learned the 
value of basic infrastructure, a frugal family life 
and hard work. She developed a deep passion 
for helping others while on the farm, which in-
spired her love for community development. 

Gail has been an overcomer from day one, 
including being first in her family to graduate 
from college and serving as one of the first fe-
male Executive Directors for an Area Develop-
ment District in Kentucky. Most recently, about 
ten years ago, she was diagnosed with a brain 
tumor and a genetic defect in her heart that 
would ultimately test her strength and tenacity. 
Once again, she never slowed down, over-
coming two major health issues back-to-back. 

She has utilized that same determination 
and courage of conviction to fuel her leader-
ship for the Gateway Area, covering Bath, 
Menifee, Montgomery, Morgan, and Rowan 
Counties. She has been an incredible force in 
the field of community and economic develop-
ment; she knows the often-complex inner 
workings of grant funding and administration; 
she knows how to bring strategic partners to-
gether at the federal, state and local levels; 
and ultimately, she has a genuine love and 
understanding for the people, the culture, the 
talent and the heritage of Eastern Kentucky. 

As you look around the communities in the 
Gateway Area, her fingerprints are visible on 
countless projects from water and wastewater 
expansion, industrial parks, transportation en-
hancements, tourism growth, educational ac-
cess and other revitalization activities. She 
has served as Chair of the Kentucky Area De-
velopment District’s Executive Directors and 
has dedicated her time and resources to mul-
tiple boards in the region, across Kentucky 
and nationally. Most importantly, she has si-
multaneously devoted her life to her husband, 
Dean, with whom she has raised two wonder-
ful sons, Abraham and Jordan. 

Gail has been a true jewel for Eastern Ken-
tucky and we will do our best to continue the 
work she envisioned for the region we all love. 
As she enters retirement, my wife, Cynthia, 
and I wish Gail and her family immense joy 
and blessings in the years to come. 
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Mark Kozak from Kodiak, Alas-
ka. After 30 years of work with the City of Ko-

diak Public Works Department, Mark is retiring 
on May 18, 2018. 

Mark was born and raised in Kodiak. Fol-
lowing high school, he learned to fly and for 
ten years worked as a commercial bush pilot 
in Kodiak, operating single and twin-engine 
aircraft. He was well known for flying the 
Grumman Goose and transporting fishermen, 
hunters and villagers to all points on the is-
land. 

In 1988, Mark began working for the City of 
Kodiak as a Utility Worker in the Public Works 
Department. He was quickly promoted to 
Equipment Operator and from there became 
the Maintenance Supervisor. In 2002, Mark 
was asked to serve as the Public Works Di-
rector. 

The 27 employees of the Public Works De-
partment have many responsibilities that di-
rectly impact the health and safety of the com-
munity. These include street, building and 
equipment maintenance and repair, operation 
and maintenance of the municipal airport and 
float-plane facilities, building permits and in-
spections, a water treatment and distribution 
system designed for up to ten million gallons 
per day, wastewater treatment and collection, 
a United States Council Certified compost fa-
cility, and nine regulated dams with a total 
holding capacity of 1.0 billion gallons of water. 
Kodiak is one of the top fishing ports in the 
nation and it is vital that the water system be 
reliable and of sufficient quantity for proc-
essing the millions of pounds of seafood each 
year. 

Throughout his career, Mark has held to the 
highest standards, and his dedication and 
commitment to the taxpayers of Kodiak is well 
known. With his leadership the Public Works 
Department has accomplished numerous 
achievements for the community. Major 
projects have included extensive water, sewer 
and road renovation and replacement, an ul-
traviolet plant for the water treatment facility, 
the planning and building of a compost facility, 
and a new pump house at the Monashka 
Dam. 

Following retirement, Mark and his wife, 
Linda, plan to remain in Kodiak where they 
enjoy boating, sport fishing, hiking, and pho-
tography. 

Mr. Speaker, I am honored to recognize 
Mark Kozak for his many years of selfless 
service for the people of his community and 
for the City of Kodiak. Please join me in con-
gratulating Mark on his retirement and to wish 
him our best. 

f 

COMMEMORATING PASTOR B.R. 
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Mr. VEASEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
commemorate Pastor B.R. Daniels, Jr.’s 25th 
Pastoral Anniversary at the First Greater New 
Hope Baptist Church in Fort Worth, Texas. 

A native of Fort Worth, Pastor Daniels at-
tended and graduated from O.D. Wyatt High 
School. After completing high school, he an-
swered the call of duty and enlisted in the 
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