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Moreover, Curtis is a devoted husband, fa-
ther and son who dedicates his life to his fam-
ily and many charitable and non-profit organi-
zations. In a very brief time, Curtis has com-
pleted more than most people could in three
lifetimes and | have a tremendous amount of
respect for him, even selling him one of my
precious guns at one point in time. That never
happens as | really love my guns—but | gave
him a great deal.

Curtis has a great wit, a sharp mind, and
sometimes a sharp tongue, but you can al-
ways count on him to be there for you. He
epitomizes loyalty, honesty and courage. He
has stood by my side through all of the polit-
ical and personal ups and downs and | cannot
thank him enough for all he has done for the
great State of Alaska and for me as a politi-
cian and a person. He is just simply a great
guy with an even better wife and son.

Mr. Speaker, Curtis’s wife Josie and his son
Matthew stand beside a great man who will
have many more years to make Alaska an
even better place to live. Fifty is just the be-
ginning for this young man.

Happy birthday to my friend, Curtis W.
Thayer.
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Mr. THOMPSON of California. Mr. Speaker,
| rise today to recognize the staff of The Press
Democrat for being awarded the 2018 Pulitzer
Prize for Breaking News Reporting “for lucid
and tenacious coverage of historic wildfires
that ravaged the city of Santa Rosa and
Sonoma County.”

The Press Democrat is a locally-owned,
daily newspaper that was founded in 1897 and
is headquartered in Santa Rosa, in my district.
This national recognition of its exemplary re-
porting reinforces what our community already
knows—that The Press Democrat is a world
class newspaper with exceptional reporters,
photographers, editors, online producers and
page designers.

During the historic October 2017 wildfires,
the staff at The Press Democrat filled a dual
role. They told the larger stories, reporting on
the devastation and community-wide heart-
break and photographing the looming flames
and incredible heroism. They also kept people
in our community informed of whether they
needed to evacuate, where they could go if
they did and how to search for and locate
missing family, friends and neighbors. Their
updates were critical in keeping people in the
Sonoma, Napa and Lake Counties aware of
the rapid movement of the fires and events
unfolding in our community.

The Pulitzer Prize is well-deserved acknowl-
edgment of the hard work of the staff of The
Press Democrat. During the long days and
nights and extreme uncertainty, the reporters,
photographers and editors worked on the front
lines and around the clock to keep the com-
munity informed and shared the horrors with
the rest of the country and the world. Report-
ing on the fires demanded everything of them
and they delivered, even as some were evac-
uated from their homes and unsure if they
would have a home to return to.
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Mr. Speaker, The Press Democrat is an im-
portant newspaper and institution in our com-
munity. It is therefore fitting and proper that
we honor the staff and their accomplishment
of winning a Pulitzer Prize for Breaking News
Reporting.

———
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Mr. PASCRELL. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
honor Rabbi Steven Kushner upon his retire-
ment from serving as the spiritual leader of
Temple Ner Tamid in Bloomfield, New Jersey.
Since its inception in 1980 when two Bloom-
field congregations—one reform and one con-
servative-merged, the Jewish community at
Temple Ner Tamid has not just grown, but
thrived, under Rabbi Kushner’s tenure.

Rabbi Kushner has been instrumental in the
growth and expansion of the Ner Tamid con-
gregation to hundreds of families serving three
generations of members. In that time he has
developed adult education, interfaith, social
action, outreach, and family programming at
the synagogue. Whether officiating at B’nai
Mitzvah, confirmations, weddings, bris cere-
monies, baby namings, or funerals, Rabbi
Kushner has played an integral role in major
life events of thousands of New Jersey fami-
lies. His high-holiday sermons were always
thought-provoking, and included the right dash
of movie references or popular culture.

By all accounts, Rabbi Kushner took his title
very seriously. The word “rabbi” means Jew-
ish teacher in Hebrew, and Rabbi Kushner is
a tremendous educator. In fact, Rabbi
Kushner helped prepare my Chief of Staff,
Ben Rich, for his Bar Mitzvah almost three
decades ago. And through leading his con-
firmation class trip to Washington, D.C.,
helped influence Ben’s path toward what has
been a long career working for the people of
northern New Jersey on Capitol Hill.

Rabbi Kushner is certainly a figure of re-
spect in the Jewish community, and he has
made his mark in the community at large as
a distinguished and respected member of the
clergy in Essex County and throughout New
Jersey.

Rabbi Kushner is past president of the New
Jersey Association of Reform Rabbis, the Co-
alition of Religious Leaders of New Jersey,
and the Metro West Conference on Soviet
Jewry, and also served on the Ethics Com-
mittee of the Central Conference of American
Rabbis (CCAR). Rabbi Kushner is a member
of Reform Judaism’s Commission on Worship,
Music and Religious Living, and chairs the
Beth ElI Memorial Park Foundation of the
United Jewish Communities of Metro West. He
is a Trustee of The Blue Card, a unique char-
ity that provides emotional and monetary as-
sistance to Holocaust survivors and their fami-
lies.

A native of Michigan and long suffering
Lions fan, Rabbi Kushner received a Bachelor
of Arts from Wayne State University in Detroit
before earning a Master of Arts in Hebrew Let-
ters from Hebrew Union College-Jewish Insti-
tute of Religion. Rabbi Kushner has also re-
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ceived Certification in Pastoral Counseling
from the Postgraduate Center for Mental
Health in New York City, and was awarded a
Doctor of Divinity from the Hebrew Union Col-
lege-Jewish Institute of Religion in March of
2002.

Rabbi Kushner served on the faculty of
Bloomfield College from 1983 to 2003. In May
of 1995, the college honored him with a Doc-
tor of Laws honoris causa degree.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in acknowledging the dedicated service given.
Let us come together to join Rabbi Kushner’s
family, including his daughters A viva and
Hannah, his friends, and the Ner Tamid con-
gregation, clergy and staff, in congratulating
Rabbi Steven Kushner on his retirement after
thirty-eight years of serving the Jewish com-
munity of northern New Jersey and Temple
Ner Tamid of Bloomfield.

————

HONORING POLICE CHIEF RONDA
WALLACE
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Mr. YOUNG of Alaska. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to ask the House of Representatives to
join me in honoring the career and achieve-
ments of Chief Ronda Wallace of Kodiak,
Alaska, who has served her community and
the Kodiak Police Department with distinction
for the past 20 years. Chief Wallace first
joined the Department in 1997 as a Public
Safety Dispatcher, and the next year was
commissioned as a patrol officer. She steadily
rose through the Department’s ranks and held
numerous positions including Narcotics and In-
vestigative Detective, Patrol Sergeant, and
Lieutenant, until becoming Kodiak’s first fe-
male Police Chief in 2013.

Chief Wallace’s leadership by example, care
for the community of Kodiak, and compassion
for its citizens have come to define the Kodiak
Police Department. During her career she has
gotten countless drugs off our streets, solved
homicides, worked tirelessly to help women
and children who are victims of abuse and as-
saults, and consistently raised the bar for pro-
fessional police work. And, like all true lead-
ers, her shining example will continue through
the legacy she has created in Kodiak and the
many people she has mentored, both within
her police department and the community at
large.

Throughout her 20-year career she has dis-
played the highest possible standards of po-
lice work, and is an inspiration to future gen-
erations of law enforcement professionals and
public servants. | greatly appreciate and ad-
mire her selfless dedication to Kodiak, to her
fellow citizens, to our great State of Alaska,
and to our Nation as a whole through her co-
operation with the Federal Bureau of Inves-
tigation and the Coast Guard Investigative
Service.

Therefore, it gives me distinct pleasure to
honor Chief Wallace today, and | ask that my
colleagues in the United States House of Rep-
resentatives join me in congratulating Ronda
and wishing her continued success.
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