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ALEXANDER OLSON 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Alexander 
Olson for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Alexander Olson is a student at Drake Mid-
dle School and received this award because 
his determination and hard work have allowed 
him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Alexander 
Olson is exemplary of the type of achievement 
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels 
strive to make the most of their education and 
develop a work ethic which will guide them for 
the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Alexander Olson for winning the Arvada 
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth 
award. I have no doubt he will exhibit the 
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments. 
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IN HONOR OF THE 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF VULCRAFT 
GRAPELAND 

HON. KEVIN BRADY 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Texas. Mr. Speaker, today I 
rise to recognize the fiftieth anniversary of the 
Nucor Corporation’s Vulcraft Steel Plant in 
Grapeland, Texas. 

In 1946, a small steel fabrication company, 
the Vulcraft Corporation, was founded in Flor-
ence, South Carolina. For sixteen years, the 
company grew and prospered, ultimately 
transforming into an exclusive manufacturer of 
steel span joints, before the Nuclear Corpora-
tion, a company tracing its roots to the founder 
of Oldsmobile, purchased its facilities in 1962. 

After expanding its steel manufacturing op-
erations to facilities in Nebraska and Alabama, 
Nucor, previously known as the Nuclear Cor-
poration, made its move to the Lone Star 
State on April 1, 1968, when it opened a 
fourth steel plant in Grapeland, Texas. 

With this foundation, Vulcraft’s operations 
expanded to three additional states and two 
production facilities in Canada. Despite experi-
encing such massive growth and success in 
business, Vulcraft maintained its high levels of 
customer satisfaction and standards of excel-
lence. In fact, Vulcraft is known worldwide for 
exceptional safety standards, high-quality steel 
products it manufactures, and the commitment 
it has made to producing environmentally 
friendly products. 

Look no further than Vulcraft’s Grapeland 
facility for proof that the company is dedicated 
to serving its customers and its employees. 
Since its foundation in 1968, Vulcraft 
Grapeland has tripled in size, and it continues 
to serve as a beacon of success and excel-
lence in our community. 

Notably, Vulcraft and its parent company, 
Nucor, are now looking to use their years of 
experience, successful business practices, 

and high standing in the steel industry to ad-
vocate for free trade policies and the safety of 
men and women in the workplace. 

On April 1, 2018, Vulcraft celebrated the fif-
tieth anniversary of its plant in Grapeland. I 
am proud to join the men and woman of 
Vulcraft, and the entire Eighth District of Texas 
to recognize this significant mile-marker and 
their continued success. 
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IN RECOGNITION OF SIERRA PA-
CIFIC HS GIRLS BASKETBALL 
TEAM 

HON. DAVID G. VALADAO 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. VALADAO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate the Sierra Pacific High School 
Golden Bears Girls Basketball Team for their 
victory as California Interscholastic Federation 
(CIF) Division V Basketball Champions. 

The Golden Bears of Hanford, California de-
feated Lowell High School of San Francisco, 
California by a margin of 52–26 at the Golden 
1 Center in Sacramento, California. Their vic-
tory capped a 32–5 overall record for the 
2017–2018 season. 

Starting varsity play in 2011, Sierra Pacific’s 
basketball program quickly evolved from the 
upstart to champions. This season, the Golden 
Bears were undefeated both at home and in 
East Sequoia League play. 

Led by Head Coach Amy Bush and Assist-
ant Coaches Heather Brasil and Victor 
Chavarin, Jr., Sierra Pacific High School was 
proudly represented by Cristina Avila, Haley 
Bettencourt, Kylie Brasil, Kalea Bush, Arianna 
Chavarin, Ciana Gonzales, Hailey Leslie, Ce-
leste Lewis, Rose Miller, Alana Roberts, Kaylie 
Rocha, Annabelle Saavedra, Janae Tolbert, 
and Savannah Torres. 

I further congratulate players Kalea Bush, 
Haley Bettencourt, and Alana Roberts for their 
terrific performance this season. By the con-
clusion of the season, Miss Bush became the 
all-time leading scorer for the Golden Bears, 
earning 1,099 points. 

Miss Bettencourt, who is the second all-time 
leading scorer for Sierra Pacific, was awarded 
the Pursuing Victory with Honor Award for her 
performance and sportsmanship during the 
State Championship game. 

In the Championship game, Miss Roberts 
led Sierra Pacific in both scoring and re-
bounds, collecting twenty points and twelve re-
bounds. 

The success of the ladies of Sierra Pacific 
High School is an inspiration to our Central 
Valley community, their victory is a testament 
to the bonds of sportsmanship, dedication, 
and camaraderie. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues in the 
United States House of Representatives to 
join me in congratulating the players and 
coaches of Sierra Pacific High School Golden 
Bears Girls Basketball Team for their terrific 
athletic achievement during their 2017–2018 
season. 

CONGRATULATING LINDSEY 
JENSEN 

HON. ADAM KINZINGER 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. KINZINGER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor Lindsey Jensen, who was named the 
2018 Illinois Teacher of the Year. Mrs. Jensen 
began her teaching career 12 years ago, and 
her positive spirit and passion for education 
has profoundly impacted countless lives 
across our community. 

As an English teacher at Dwight Township 
High School for the last 10 years, Mrs. Jensen 
has continually demonstrated her passion for 
teaching and her commitment to serving stu-
dents, her colleagues, and her community. 
High School is such a pivotal and exciting time 
for students, especially as they prepare them-
selves for their next steps. These young adults 
need teachers like Mrs. Jensen who can in-
spire them, motivate them, and push them to 
reach their full potential. 

Colleagues of Mrs. Jensen have described 
her as an educator who radiates with infec-
tious positivity, saying she is more than a 
teacher of English, but rather a teacher of the 
people. As the son of a public-school teacher, 
I know the importance of having passionate 
and creative teachers in the classroom, and I 
know how important a good education is to 
giving a student hope and opportunity for a 
brighter future. 

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of the 16th District of 
Illinois, I wish to express our sincere gratitude 
to Mrs. Jensen for her dedicated service to 
our students and the Dwight community. It is 
my honor to congratulate Mrs. Jensen on this 
much deserved recognition as the 2018 Illinois 
Teacher of the Year, and we are truly proud 
to have this exemplary educator representing 
our community. 
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DAIMON OSWALT 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Daimon 
Oswalt for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge 
Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 

Daimon Oswalt is a student at Wayne Carle 
Middle School and received this award be-
cause his determination and hard work have 
allowed him to overcome adversities. 

The dedication demonstrated by Daimon 
Oswalt is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and 
perseverance. It is essential students at all 
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will 
guide them for the rest of their lives. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to 
Daimon Oswalt for winning the Arvada Wheat 
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award. 
I have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments. 
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