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1980. In addition to his time practicing law,
Sandy also served as a Visiting Fellow at
George Mason University’'s Center on Ter-
rorism, Transnational Crime and Corruption,
imparting his decades of wisdom in these
fields to the next generations.

Sandy deeply loved life and this was clear
to all those around him. Psalms 34:22 speaks,
“The Lord redeems the souls of his servants;
none of those who take refuge in Him will be
condemned. The dust returns to the earth as
it was, but the spirit returns to God who gave
it.”

Mr. Speaker, please join me today in hon-
oring the extraordinary life of Mr. Sanford
Saunders, Jr., and | ask that my colleagues
join me in offering our deepest condolences to
the Saunders family.

————

RECOGNIZING THE BLUE VALLEY
NORTHWEST TEAM

HON. KEVIN YODER

OF KANSAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. YODER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the team from Blue Valley North-
west High School in Overland Park, Kansas
that is representing our state this weekend at
the 31st Annual We the People National
Finals academic competition.

The We the People program is a civics edu-
cation course that teaches K-12 students
around the country about the U.S. Constitu-
tion. Each year, this program culminates in a
national competition, in which state champion
teams come to Washington, D.C. to test their
constitutional knowledge against other stu-
dents from around the country.

This will be Blue Valley Northwest’'s seventh
year in a row as the Kansas champion, rep-
resenting our state in the We the People na-
tional competition. Under the leadership of
teacher Ken Thomas, they have earned the
state title in nine out the last ten years. This
is a remarkable achievement and a testament
to the dedication of Blue Valley Northwest stu-
dents and Mr. Thomas to learning about our
nation’s Constitution.

| applaud the Blue Valley Northwest team
for this achievement, and | welcome them to
our nation’s Capital. Good luck to them in the
competition, and go Huskies.

ANDREAS JERMAINE PEREA

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Andreas
Jermaine Perea for receiving the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award.

Andreas Jermaine Perea is a student at
Wheat Ridge High School and received this
award because his determination and hard
work have allowed him to overcome adversi-
ties.

The dedication demonstrated by Andreas
Jermaine Perea is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
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work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Andreas Jermaine Perea for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of his
future accomplishments.

————————

HONORING THE LIFE OF MARY I.
GREGORY

HON. MARCY KAPTUR

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Ms. KAPTUR. Mr. Speaker, | rise to pay
tribute to the life of a remarkable woman.
Mary Gregory passed from this life on April 2,
2018. Her friends and family will gather this
week to remember and honor her.

Mary Gregory was born to Louise and Rich-
ard Booker in Marion Indiana in 1930. Though
they lived in town, the family owned a farm
and Mary participated in its daily operation.
She regularly attended the Methodist Church.
Surely, Mary’s faith and discipline were in-
stilled at an early age. Some of her family left
for work in Toledo and eventually the rest of
the family, including Mary, joined them. Her
mother established a beauty salon, one of the
first African American owned salons in Toledo.

After graduating from Libbey High School,
Mary was at first unable to pursue a nursing
degree as she had chosen, because no nurs-
ing schools would admit an African American.
In 1947 she was admitted into the St. Vincent
School of Nursing and was the first African
American to do so. She graduated in 1951,
married Raymond Gregory, and together they
raised a family of four children. Mary contin-
ued her education, completing her Masters of
Education, Community Health and Administra-
tion Degree from the University of Toledo. She
went on to a 47 year career at St. Vincent
Hospital.

Mary Gregory’s tenure at St. Vincent’'s was
writ large. Beginning in the Emergency Room,
she later was an operating room staff nurse.
Then Mary really established herself. She in-
structed and trained students as surgical tech-
nicians for twenty years. During this time she
developed a “patient centered” curriculum and
initiated a two year Surgical Tech training pro-
gram. The program was so successful it was
transferred to Lawrence Tech so that it could
grow and was replicated in other places. Mary
also supervised the St. Vincent Sickle Cell
Free Testing and Education Program provided
to Toledo’s African American community. She
even wrote the grants to fund this service.

It was through her position as Manager of
Health Promotions that Mary Gregory indelibly
stamped her imprimatur on St. Vincent and
the Toledo community. She developed free
community health screenings and education,
going out into the neighborhoods, migrant
camps, and other underserved areas. She met
the people where they were, at community
events, shopping centers and health fairs. She
talked to all people, especially those whose
health and well-being were disproportionately
addressed. Mary Gregory became the face of
health promotion for many and fought to elimi-

E547

nate disparities in health care availability and
accessibility.

At the same time her career progressed at
St. Vincent Hospital, Mary Gregory served our
community in many ways, committed to com-
munity health. She was a member of the To-
ledo-Lucas County Board of Health, the To-
ledo HIV-AIDS Task Force, and the Ohio
Commission on Minority Health. Mary was a
co-founder of the Toledo Council of Black
Nurses, serving as its first president. Addition-
ally, Mary started a caregiver service at War-
ren AME Church, implemented health
screenings at Toledo Public Schools, worked
through the organizations of which she was a
member to provide cancer, diabetes, and
heart disease screenings, lupus support serv-
ices, and smoking cessation help as part of
April’'s Minority Health Month, and she was an
Ambassador for the American Heart Associa-
tion.

Mary Gregory used her time and talents for
the benefit of others. Through her efforts our
community was compassionate, and our most
vulnerable neighbors were ministered to in
many ways. She lived Christ's message of
Love. Surely at her homegoing, she was
greeted as in Matthew 25:23, “Well done, thou
good and faithful servant.”

To Mary Gregory’s family and friends, we
offer our condolences. We hope they find
comfort in shared memories and the gift of her
life.

RECOGNIZING INTERNATIONAL
STUDENTS

HON. RODNEY DAVIS

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. RODNEY DAVIS of lllinois. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise today to highlight the value and im-
portance of international students in the United
States. | am fortunate enough to represent nu-
merous colleges and universities in my district.
| have a deep appreciation for the important
role these institutions play in providing oppor-
tunities for students around the globe.

The University of lllinois at Urbana-Cham-
paign, the largest university in my district, en-
rolls over 10,000 international students from
122 different countries. lllinois State University
boasts students from 67 countries and South-
ern lllinois University Edwardsville has 325
international students from 50 countries.

| am proud to represent institutions like
these that welcome the world’s brightest learn-
ers. | believe that today’s students become to-
morrow’s leaders. The former presidents of
both Ecuador and the Philippines earned doc-
torate degrees from universities in my district,
and | know that presidents and prime min-
isters all over the world have earned their col-
lege degrees right here in the United States.

Welcoming international students and schol-
ars strengthens our diplomatic ties with coun-
tries across the globe and contributes signifi-
cantly to national security and to our economy.
International students are vital to our nation’s
fabric. Through the exchange of ideals, lan-
guages, and cultures, diplomacy is strength-
ened and ourworld is made a better place.
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RICHARD (RICHIE) PRUETT

HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Richard
(Richie) Pruett for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Richie Pruett is a student at The Manning
School and received this award because his
determination and hard work have allowed him
to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Richie
Pruett is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Richie Pruett for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future
accomplishments.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. TERRI A. SEWELL

OF ALABAMA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Ms. SEWELL of Alabama. Mr. Speaker, dur-
ing Roll Call votes held on April 26, 2018, |
was inescapably detained handling important
matters related to my District and the State of
Alabama. If | had been present, | would have
voted YES on the amendment proposed by
Rep. DEFAzIO (42), NO on the Amendment
proposed by Rep. ROHRABACHER (60), NO on
the Amendment proposed by Rep. KING (lA)
(63), NO on the Amendment proposed by
Rep. LIPINSKI (78), NO on the Amendment
proposed by Rep. DENHAM (79), YES on the
Amendment proposed by Rep. LYNCH (87),
and YES on H.R. 4744.

———

PENNSYLVANIA’S 14TH CONGRES-
SIONAL DISTRICT ART COMPETI-
TION

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. MICHAEL F. DOYLE of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, | rise today to recognize the ar-
tistic ability of a young woman from my con-
gressional district, Haley Peretic from Corner-
stone Christian Preparatory Academy. Ms.
Peretic is the winner of the 2018 14th Con-
gressional District of Pennsylvania’s High
School Art Competition, “An Artistic Dis-
covery.” Ms. Peretic’s artwork, a drawing in
colored pencil and marker entitled “Happy
Heart,” was selected from a number of out-
standing entries in this year's competition.

In fact, 90 works from 19 different schools
in Pennsylvania’s 14th Congressional District
were submitted to our panel of respected local
artists.
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It's a real tribute to Ms. Haley’s skill and vi-
sion that her work was chosen as the winner
of this year's competition. | should add that
Haley won fourth place in the competition last
year for her pencil and colored pencil drawing
entitled “Every Day People.” Ms. Peretic’s art-
work will represent the 14th Congressional
District of Pennsylvania in the national exhibit
of high school students’ artwork that will be
displayed in the United States Capitol over the
coming year.

| encourage my colleagues as well as any
visitor to Capitol Hill to view Ms. Peretic’ s art-
work, along with the winning entries from the
high school art contests held in other congres-
sional districts, which will be on display in the
Capitol tunnel. It is amazing to walk through
this corridor and see the interpretation of life
through the eyes of these young artists from
all across our country.

Laurel Black from Springdale High School
was awarded second place for her oil painting
“Sweet Innocence.” Derek Kotecki from Bald-
win High School received third place for his
charcoal reduction drawing entitled “Self.” Ra-
chel Simcic from Springdale High School was
awarded fourth place for her composition in-
volving mixed media, digital art, and markers
entitted “Thief,” and Taylor Rebyanski from
Westinghouse Arts Academy, was awarded
fifth place for her colored pencil drawing “Iris.”

In addition, Honorable Mention Awards were
presented to works by Summer Bernotas from
Baldwin High School, Nicole Ellwood from
East Allegheny High School, Julia Conway
from Gateway High School, Erin Douglass
from Gateway High School, Aliza Hamid from
Gateway High School, Shaina McKinney from
Gateway High School, Anwitha Sherigar from
Gateway High School, Jennifer Gustafson
from Highlands High  School, Sophie
Gatesman from Oakland Catholic High School,
Madison Pastore from South Allegheny High
School, Kathleen Marsili from Springdale High
School, and Sophia Lebiere from Winchester
Thurston School.

| would like to recognize all of the partici-
pants in this year's 14th Congressional District
High School Art Competition: Summer
Bernotas, Morgan Bell, Meghan Bradley, Brian
Genovesi, Derek Kotecki, and Tina Odato
from Baldwin High School; Sam Chickini from
Carlynton High School; Haley Peretic from
Cornerstone Christian Preparatory Academy;
Larrissa Bloom, Nicole Ellwood, Makenzie
Freed-DePastino, Marissa Riggs, and Taya
Tassone from East Allegheny High School;
Kiera Harrell-Danks, Emma M. Harvey, Alexis
Kentebe, Calista Martin-Singer, Lowrie
Woodside, and Chiara Zuccoli from The Ellis
School; Julia Conway, Erin Douglass, Aliza
Hamid, Shaina McKinney, Ava Parker, and
Anwitha Sherigar from Gateway High School;
Maddie Cincala, Erik Frantz, and Jennifer
Gustafson from Highlands High School; Kira
Blenk, Claire Ishiyama, Madelyn Largent, and
Emma Miller from Northgate High School;
Sophie Gatesman, Noelle Pina, Giovanna
Tatananni, Juliia Vrabel, and Angela Zenchak
from Oakland Catholic High School; Sarah
Artuhevich, Skye Cato, Kylie Meyer, Elizabeth
Szurszewski, Mia Walker, and Dania Zaynullin
from Penn Hills High School; Eva Curlee, Alli-
son Patton, and Sydney Reyes from Riverview
High School; Isabelle Analo from Shadyside
Academy; Arianah Bellamy, Kourtnee Duval,
Macy Kelly Ernst, Madison Pastore, Robert
Nesky, and Morgan Templeton from South Al-
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legheny High School; Laurel Black, Patricia
Linderman, Kathleen Marsili, Alicia Matthews,
Rachel Selzer, and Rachel Simcic from
Springdale High School; Ashton Bowler,
Reonna Collington, Renae Darcy, Alexus
Frazee, and Alexis Sekinger from Sto-Rox
High School; Jenny Rohach from West Mifflin
High School; Caden Ferita, Anaeja Halliburton,
Angelina Kukic, Alyssa Marchbank, Taylor
Rebyanski, Pheobe Elise Richardson, and Alli-
son Riley from Westinghouse Arts Academy;
Yixin Allison Cai, Maya Husni, Sophia Labiere,
Rivers Leche, and Isel Pollock from the Win-
chester Thurston School; and Mariah Faith
Smith, Juliette Gough, Andre Hilliard, Colleen
Malecki, and Erin Reichert from Woodland
Hills High School.

| would like to thank these impressive young
artists for allowing us to share and celebrate
their talent, imagination, and creativity. The ef-
forts these talented students have put into ex-
pressing themselves in a powerful and positive
manner are deeply inspiring.

| hope that all of them will continue to utilize
their artistic talents, and | wish them all great
success in their future endeavors.

MARCUS SMALE-SCHEMMEL
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Marcus
Smale-Schemmel for receiving the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award.

Marcus Smale-Schemmel is a student at Ar-
vada K-8 and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Marcus
Smale-Schemmel is exemplary of the type of
achievement that can be attained with hard
work and perseverance. It is essential stu-
dents at all levels strive to make the most of
their education and develop a work ethic
which will guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Marcus Smale-Schemmel for winning the Ar-
vada Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for
Youth award. | have no doubt he will exhibit
the same dedication and character in all of his
future accomplishments.

——

HONORING THE LIFE OF
THEODORE “TED”’ VAN DER MEID

HON. DARIN LaHOOD

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, April 26, 2018

Mr. LAHOOD. Mr. Speaker, today | would
like to honor and remember the life of Theo-
dore “Ted” Van Der Meid. A dedicated public
servant here in the House of Representatives,
Ted will be greatly missed by his former col-
leagues and friends.

Born in Rochester, New York in 1957, Ted
displayed natural leadership qualities at a
young age. During his high school years, Ted
traveled to Western Europe as part of the
People to People Student Ambassador Pro-
gram, which exposed him to cultures and gov-
ernments veiled by Russian influence during
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