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Collins, Detective Dino Murges, Deputy Selina 
Sly and Deputy Jerod Wolfe of the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office will receive the Preser-
vation of Life Award. 

Sergeant Shawn Johnson, Detective James 
Klay, Detective Eric Wedin, Detective Eric Ellis 
and Civilian Brook Buzzell of the Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Digital Forensics Lab 
will receive the Unit Citation Award. 

Captain Jim Rieser, Captain (ret.) Kevin 
Stiff, Lieutenant Michael Schwieterman, Ser-
geant Jaymi Delcos, Officer Clifton Bishop, Of-
ficer David Dubendorf, Officer Dan Griesdorn, 
Officer Matthew Grochowski, Officer Matthew 
Kimball, Case Manager Krystal Frazier and 
Legal Advisor Joseph Polzak of the Sarasota 
Police Department’s Homeless Outreach team 
will receive the Unit Citation Award. 

Lieutenant Darin Bankert, Sergeant Karen 
DeVries, Detective Charles Butler, Detective 
Darryl Davis, Detective Daniel Dickerman, De-
tective Benjamin Main and Detective Rabun 
Moss of the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office, 
Lieutenant Bob Bourque of the Longboat Key 
Police Department, Detective Chad Oyler of 
the Palmetto Police Department, Sergeant 
Brian Hall of the Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment, Sergeant Lenard Diaz of the Bradenton 
Beach Police Department and Detective 
James Curulla of the City of Bradenton Police 
Department will receive the Manatee Homicide 
Investigative Unit Citation Award. 
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CONGRATULATING CALEB KLEMAN 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to pay 
tribute to an exemplary student from the 1st 
District of Iowa. I am pleased to announce that 
Caleb Kleman of Cedar Rapids, Iowa has 
been accepted to the United States Military 
Academy in West Point, New York. 

Mr. Kleman is an outstanding student— 
ranking in the top 1 percent of Iowa Assess-
ments each year of his high school career. In 
addition to awards such as Academic Numer-
als, Academic Letter, and Academic Certifi-
cate, he is recognized as an AP Scholar with 
distinction in his third year. Mr. Kleman’s aca-
demic recognition is well deserved as he 
ranks 5th of 309 students in his class with a 
weighted GPA of 4.492 while enrolling in over 
ten advanced placement courses. 

Further developing his leadership skills, Mr. 
Kleman attained the position Vice President of 
the National Honor Society, Section Leader of 
Marching Band, and First Chair of both Jazz 
Band and Concert Band. His participation in 
the band as a first chair trumpet player for four 
years led to performances at All-State com-
petitions. Serving as Captain of the Cross 
Country team, he developed skills identifying 
potential conflicts, problem solving, and team 
building. 

I have full confidence in Mr. Kleman’s ability 
to successfully pursue a degree in engineering 
while serving as a vital asset to the U.S. 
Army. 

IN RECOGNITION OF WILCOX 
PRIMARY SCHOOL 

HON. DAVID P. JOYCE 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. JOYCE of Ohio. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
pleasure to acknowledge and congratulate 
Wilcox Primary School in Twinsburg, Ohio for 
being designated as a 2018 Hall of Fame 
School by the Ohio Association of Elementary 
School Administrators (OAESA). This award 
goes to exemplary educational programs that 
go above and beyond meeting the needs of 
students in elementary and middle level 
schools across the state. Wilcox Primary 
School perfectly fits that characterization. I 
think we can all agree, a child’s education is 
one of the most important aspects contributing 
to a child’s success in the future. Schools like 
Wilcox Primary School create a community 
that is both academic and fun for all students 
who go through there. They provide hands on 
education, while guaranteeing the state’s and 
nation’s highest standards. 

Special congratulations to Wilcox Primary 
School Principal Lynn Villa and her staff for 
their remarkable contribution to their students’ 
futures. The teachers, administrative leaders, 
and support staff all work together to make a 
safe and creative educational environment for 
their young students and their families. I am 
proud to have such impressive schools in 
Ohio’s 14th District. 
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IN MEMORIAM: JEAN DE VELLIS 
(1935–2018) 

HON. TOM O’HALLERAN 
OF ARIZONA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Thursday, April 26, 2018 

Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, the passing 
of any person always brings dismay, sadness 
and the sense of permanent loss. Hence, it is 
difficult if not impossible to avoid these senti-
ments when writing this tribute to a person like 
Jean de Vellis. For those of us who had the 
honor and privilege of knowing and working 
alongside him, Jean meant more than a sim-
ple professor, more than a creative scientist, 
more than an outstanding colleague, more 
than just another boss. Jean was a fatherly 
and wise man who forever touched the heart 
end enlightened the minds of uncountable 
people during his 60 years of work and serv-
ice for the advancement of science and the 
formation of researchers. His scholars, col-
leagues, and friends will miss him deeply and 
we all share in the sadness of Jean’s wife 
Phyllis, and his children, Genevieve and Phil-
ip. 

Meeting Jean was an adventure in itself. 
There was the contrast between the quick 
smile of recognition and a twinkle in the eyes 
when you encountered him, and the thoughtful 
pause before addressing a difficult problem. 
With his characteristic demeanor, Jean would 
face any crisis with a rare mix of optimism, 
foresight and acceptance that life deals both 
good and bad hands. He would always remind 
us that it is up to ourselves to move forward 
in front of adversity. This pragmatic optimism 
in his conduct always felt natural, magnetic, 

iridescent. Jean had limitless faith in people, 
believing in our capacity to surpass the 
unsurpassable, and to constantly remake our-
selves into something better, greater and more 
powerful. He would encourage, support, praise 
and believe in the potential of people, espe-
cially the young, and remarkably, those com-
ing from dire socio-economic conditions. 
Jean’s energy was contagious and an endless 
reminder that we all have the seed in our-
selves to bloom into beautiful flowers. Not sur-
prisingly, Jean was an excellent and patient 
gardener. 

During his illustrious career, multiple soci-
eties, institutes, and boards, including the 
American Society for Neurochemistry, the 
International Society for Neurochemistry, the 
Winter Brain Conference, the Institute for De-
velopmental Neuroscience and Aging, the 
Christopher Reeve Paralysis Research Foun-
dation, and the Mental Retardation Research 
Committee of the NICHD enjoyed from Jean’s 
keen mind and expert advice. Jean was an 
editor for the Journal of Neuroscience Re-
search (JNR) from 1980 and Editor-in-Chief 
from 1999 until 2015, remaining as Editor- 
emeritus until his death. JNR was more than 
a scientific publication for Jean, it was part of 
his family. As editor-in-chief of JNR, he was 
exceptionally supportive of multiple meetings 
such as the International Conference on Brain 
Energy Metabolism series and was a strong 
advocate of special issues dedicated to en-
compass broad areas of brain function. Jean 
was the Director of the Mental Retardation Re-
search Center (now the Intellectual and Devel-
opmental Disabilities Research Center) at 
UCLA, where he worked since immigrating to 
the U.S. in 1959 as a graduate student. He 
held the George Tarjan Chair in Mental Retar-
dation at UCLA and was a Distinguished Pro-
fessor in Neurobiology since 2004. 

For decades, Jean and his colleagues 
shared successes and failures, both profes-
sionally and personally. Curiously partaking in 
the American dream and at the same time 
rooted to his French family and culture, he un-
derstood very well the global citizenship 
shared by all scientists. Jean often welcomed 
students from all around the world to work on 
their dissertations for one or two semesters. 
His laboratory was an example of a multicul-
tural global environment, with postdocs from 
every continent. Being a creative and innova-
tive neurochemist, Jean made seminal con-
tributions, particularly to the field of 
oligodendroglial biology. He was the first to 
successfully develop the methods to obtain 
and culture primary oligodendrocytes and 
astrocytes from the brain. This technique, 
which provided investigators across the world 
with the revolutionizing capability to study 
oligodendrocytes, was the cornerstone of 
countless publications and it is still one of the 
most used approaches to culture glial cells in 
current research. In the lab, Jean was a warm, 
and engaging counsellor with so much enthu-
siasm for his research and that of others, and 
for studying all aspects of brain development 
and neurological disorders. He would be a 
strong and constant advocate for thinking out-
side of the box. Jean was generous to all, 
without distinction, and would always find the 
right way to help everyone succeed. So many 
of us have our paths and our lives shifted for 
better by Jean’s advice. So many of us are in 
his debt forever. 

Atop of his kind nature, was a gentleman 
who would always pay attention to details 
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