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For some folks in life, their calling is 

that simple, to love and be loved; and 
their presence makes us better persons. 
Perhaps that is Alfie’s calling, to love 
and be loved. Maybe those in Britain 
responsible for Alfie’s faith should con-
sider that. 

To be clear, Alfie’s right to life does 
not come from Parliament; it doesn’t 
come from the crown; it doesn’t come 
from any British court. It comes from 
God. 

Mr. Speaker, the British authorities 
should back down. They should allow 
Alfie’s parents to take him to Bambino 
Gesu hospital in Rome. The British au-
thorities should tear down the virtual 
wall they have put up around him and 
let him be free so he can continue to 
love and be loved. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 11 o’clock and 21 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

Chaplain Phil Crenshaw, Lubbock, 
Texas, offered the following prayer: 

Dear Holy Father, it is with grateful 
hearts we begin this day with Thee, the 
author and finisher of our faith. We 
come praying for Thy blessing for 
every man and woman in this assembly 
representing all the people of our great 
Nation. 

We recognize our inability to exist at 
our best without Thy supreme wisdom, 
for Thou hast said: ‘‘A contrite heart, 
O God, Thou will not despise.’’ And be-
cause of this, we seek supreme direc-
tion in the deliberation and our need 
for divine petition. 

We further recognize our imperfec-
tion and beseech Thy forgiveness when 
unintentional errors in judgment are 
forthcoming. Grant, dear Father, Thy 
unhindered blessing to all those assem-
bled at this moment, remembering Thy 
words: ‘‘Blessed is the Nation whose 
God is the Lord.’’ 

Thank You for loving us and praying 
that we may in turn love You with 
grateful, overflowing hearts. 

In Jesus’ name, we pray. 
Amen. 

f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Hawaii (Ms. GABBARD) 
come forward and lead the House in the 
Pledge of Allegiance. 

Ms. GABBARD led the Pledge of Alle-
giance as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

WELCOMING CHAPLAIN PHIL 
CRENSHAW 

The SPEAKER. Without objection, 
the gentleman from Texas (Mr. 
ARRINGTON) is recognized for 1 minute. 

There was no objection. 
Mr. ARRINGTON. Mr. Speaker, the 

Good Book says, ‘‘a righteous man’s 
prayers availeth much.’’ 

What a prayer, Mr. Crenshaw; what a 
man; what a great American. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to recognize 
our guest chaplain and my dear friend, 
Mr. Phil Crenshaw. 

Mr. Crenshaw’s life has taken him 
across the globe, from serving our 
country in World War II to spreading 
the Gospel of Jesus in places like Nor-
way, Israel, Russia, and India. At every 
stop on his journey, Mr. Crenshaw’s 
mission has always been the same: sim-
ply to love God and serve others. 

While stationed in Okinawa, he min-
istered to marines, soldiers, and air-
men, as well as over 4,000 Japanese 
POWs, living out God’s commandment 
not just to love our neighbors, but to 
love our enemies as well. 

Over the years, following his return 
from war, Mr. Crenshaw, along with his 
late wife, Ruth, to whom he was mar-
ried for 66 years, opened up their home 
and their hearts to more than 50 young 
people who were in need of a place to 
stay, some of them orphans. 

At 95, Mr. Crenshaw is the last living 
chaplain’s assistant from World War II, 
and he still lives every day to the full-
est, serving our community and serv-
ing the Lord with all his body, soul, 
and strength. 

Mr. Crenshaw, your life of personal 
sacrifice and faithful service to our 
country and to the Kingdom of God is 
an inspiration to all of us. We are all 
honored to have you here this day. 

God bless you, Mr. Crenshaw; God 
bless the country you fought for and 
served; and, go, West Texas. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DONOVAN). The Chair will entertain up 
to 15 further requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

CUBAN EXILES 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the 2018 hon-
orees of an organization named FACE, 
or Facts About Cuban Exiles. The 
awardees are: Gus Machado, Jorge 
Santos, and Cesar Pizarro. 

These three men embody the drive 
and spirit of Cuban exiles and have 
made outstanding contributions to our 
south Florida community. Since its 
foundation, FACE has been working to 
highlight the achievements of the 
Cuban diaspora in Miami. 

FACE has given a voice to refugees 
like me who had no other choice but to 
leave our native homeland in search of 
freedom and human rights here in the 
U.S. It disseminates the truth about 
what is occurring in Cuba and ensures 
that the victims of the communist re-
gime are not forgotten. 

Through FACE, and many other or-
ganizations that share the same goals, 
we will finally see a free and demo-
cratic Cuba, where citizens are given 
the opportunity to build up their coun-
try, instead of being forced to flee it. 

I would like to thank FACE for its 
work over these 36 years. Again, I con-
gratulate Gus, Jorge, and Cesar on this 
wonderful, well-deserved honor. 

f 

REAUTHORIZING THE FAA 

(Mr. HIGGINS of New York asked and 
was given permission to address the 
House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. HIGGINS of New York. Mr. 
Speaker, the House will vote tomorrow 
to reauthorize the Federal Aviation 
Administration. 

In 2010, Congress approved landmark 
flight safety legislation after flight 
3407 crashed outside of Buffalo, New 
York, in 2009. The National Transpor-
tation Safety Board concluded that 
pilot error was the cause of that trag-
edy. 

The bill the House will vote on to-
morrow must uphold and reaffirm our 
commitment to those safety standards. 
The Southwest Airlines emergency 
landing 2 weeks ago is an urgent and 
inspiring reminder of the importance 
of pilot training to keep the flying pub-
lic safe. 

The Southwest pilot, Tammie Jo 
Shults, piloted that plane to a safe 
landing in a calm, controlled, and com-
petent manner borne out of one thing: 
excellent pilot training. 

f 

NATIONAL SMALL BUSINESS 
WEEK 

(Mr. CURTIS asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. CURTIS. Mr. Speaker, I am 
pleased to stand before you today to 
celebrate National Small Business 
Week. 

With 30 million small businesses in 
the country, and nearly 280,000 of those 
in Utah, I was proud to join with my 
colleagues on the Small Business Com-
mittee to coauthor H. Res. 840 to recog-
nize the vital role of small businesses. 
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It should come as no surprise that 

Utah is consistently ranked among the 
best in the Nation for innovative 
startups and small businesses. In fact, 
small businesses make up over 99 per-
cent of Utah’s business, employ one- 
half of all employees in the State, and 
are responsible for two-thirds of our 
job growth. 

After spending much of my career as 
a scrappy small-business owner myself, 
I strongly believe that small business 
is the heartbeat of our economy. From 
emerging tech companies in Silicon 
Slopes to mom-and-pop shops in rural 
Utah, I am proud to salute the over-
whelming impact of these small busi-
nesses. 

f 

OPIOID EPIDEMIC 
(Ms. GABBARD asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. GABBARD. Mr. Speaker, for too 
long, companies like Purdue Pharma 
have lied, cheated, and swindled the 
American people, leaving death, addic-
tion, and despair in their wake, all be-
cause of their greed and their desire to 
improve their bottom line. 

Through marketing lies and overdis-
tribution of these dangerously addict-
ive drugs, they have oversaturated 
parts of our country already struggling 
from high levels of addiction, while 
knowing but not disclosing their high-
ly addictive nature and risks. Because 
of their tactics, this opioid epidemic 
now takes 115 American lives every sin-
gle day. 

The time for holding these drug com-
panies and their leaders accountable is 
long overdue. These companies rake in 
billions of dollars in profit every year 
on the backs of the American people, 
and not one of them has been pros-
ecuted or held accountable. 

I urge my colleagues to join me in 
supporting bicameral legislation, the 
Opioid Crisis Accountability Act, that 
would prohibit illegal marketing and 
distribution of opioids and empower 
prosecutors to punish those who break 
the law. 

We cannot allow perpetrators of this 
epidemic to continue ruining lives in 
this country. We must hold those re-
sponsible accountable for the damage, 
heartache, and suffering they have 
caused. 

f 

WELCOMING SETH PARRISH TO 
CAPITOL FOR TAKE YOUR CHIL-
DREN TO WORK DAY 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, today there are a lot of 
boys and girls in the Capitol who are 
dressed for success and ready to get to 
work. Of course, I am talking about 
Take Our Daughters and Sons to Work 
Day. 

While my three sons are grown and 
my oldest has children of his own, I do 

have the privilege of having Seth Lewis 
Parrish with me today. 

Seth lives in Maryland, and thanks 
to the nonprofit Tuesday’s Children, he 
gets to spend the day with me; or, rath-
er, I get to spend the day with him. 
This is my second year in a row with 
my friend, Seth. I have had the privi-
lege of hosting him for our Take Our 
Daughters and Sons to Work Day. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2009, Seth’s dad was 
serving in the Army and lost his life a 
month and 2 days, Seth tells me, before 
he was born. Tuesday’s Children uses 
its experience and expertise to help our 
military families work through their 
own losses. 

April is also the Month of the Mili-
tary Child, so it is even more of an 
honor for me to have Seth here again 
with me today. He is a great young 
man with a bright future. He is a Cub 
Scout, hockey player, flag football 
player, and great kid. 

f 

TRUMP JUNK PLANS 
(Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas asked 

and was given permission to address 
the House for 1 minute.) 

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise to call attention to the 
rule that the Trump administration is 
expected to release shortly, which will 
allow fake, short-term health insur-
ance plans to be sold. 

During the 115th Congress, the Re-
publican majority has taken every ac-
tion possible to undermine and sabo-
tage the Affordable Care Act. I expect 
these new regulations will be no dif-
ferent. 

No matter how the Trump adminis-
tration and our majority try to sell 
short-term insurance plans to the 
American people, the devil is in the de-
tails. These junk plans are just that: 
junk. 

According to the Kaiser Family 
Foundation report, these plans are 
likely to exclude coverage for pre-
existing conditions and not cover es-
sential services such as maternity care, 
mental health, and substance abuse 
treatment and prescription drugs. The 
people need to know what is covered 
when they buy that insurance and what 
is not covered when they get sick. 

AARP, the American Heart Associa-
tion, the American Medical Associa-
tion, and many other health and pa-
tient advocacy organizations have 
urged the President to withdraw this 
proposed rule. I ask my colleagues to 
join me and ask President Trump to 
withdraw this harmful rule. 

f 

HONORING DR. RANDY STITH 
(Mr. COFFMAN asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.) 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, it is my 
honor today to recognize a truly great 
citizen of Aurora, Colorado, Dr. Randy 
Stith. 

As the executive director and CEO of 
Aurora Mental Health Center for over 

40 years, Randy has exemplified the 
qualities of a great Colorado leader 
throughout his entire career. He has 
spent the last four decades providing 
access to mental healthcare to those in 
the greater Aurora area, often commit-
ting to 60-hour work weeks, while 
keeping up-to-date in the behavioral 
healthcare field, which is constantly 
evolving. 

Randy has been a true trailblazer in 
championing the expansion of mental 
healthcare, as it has rapidly progressed 
as part of the healthcare industry, es-
pecially over the past 50 years. He has 
served his community valiantly 
through triumph and tragedy, most no-
tably, offering free counseling through 
the Aurora Mental Health Center to 
anyone in the Aurora area who had 
been impacted by the 2012 theater mass 
shooting. 

Randy’s commitment to serving his 
patients, as well as his community, 
will be difficult to replace. However, I 
know that the entire Aurora commu-
nity takes great pride in knowing that 
we have civic leaders such as Randy 
who are locally active. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
my sincere congratulations to Dr. 
Randy Stith, and to the entire staff of 
the Aurora Mental Health Center, for 
their tireless and unwavering commit-
ment to offering excellent mental 
healthcare services to the people of Au-
rora, Colorado, over the last 40 years. 

f 

b 1215 

A BETTER DEAL 
(Mr. EVANS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, the GOP is 
consumed by chaos and confusion. My 
fellow Democrats and I are focused on 
delivering better jobs, better wages, 
and a better future for hardworking 
Americans in Philadelphia and neigh-
bors nationwide. 

When it comes to childcare, the Re-
publicans are offering a raw deal for 
our future leaders. We must protect, 
defend, and provide for the American 
children. That means better childcare, 
healthcare, and education. I am a firm 
believer that quality pre-K for our kids 
is an investment in the continued suc-
cess of our cities. 

That is exactly what we have seen in 
the city of Philadelphia, a city I have 
been proud to call home my entire life. 
Mayor Kenney’s pre-K initiative in our 
city is making quality, reliable pre-K a 
reality for all kids. I have visited sev-
eral early education providers: 
KenCrest, the Parent Infant Center, 
and Smart Beginnings. I can tell you 
firsthand that the services they offer 
are building a stronger city. 

As your voice in Congress, please 
know I am working hard to deliver a 
better deal for our children and fami-
lies, and that means to ensure pre-K 
for our children. Together we can build 
and level the playing field for a strong-
er Philadelphia block by block and a 
better place for all. 
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