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kind, always tell the truth, never dis-
courage anyone. Serve others, treat ev-
eryone as you would want to be treat-
ed, and love your God with all your 
heart and all your soul.’’ 

At Barbara’s funeral, Jeb Bush told a 
story of the last time his mother was 
in the hospital. He said that his father, 
in Jeb’s opinion, probably got sick on 
purpose just so he could go visit Bar-
bara. 

When George went into her room, he 
had a breathing mask over his face, a 
hospital gown. His hair was 
uncombed—in fact, standing straight 
up—and as he walked into Barbara’s 
hospital room and held her hand, Bar-
bara opened her eyes, took one look at 
him, and said, ‘‘My God, George, you 
are devastatingly handsome.’’ 

She kept her sense of humor and her 
perspective and her joy and love for her 
family right to the end. 

When Jeb asked her how she felt 
about dying, Barbara stated that she 
knew that Jesus was her Lord and sav-
ior. She said she did not want to leave 
her husband, but she knew she would 
be in a beautiful place. 

We know that Barbara is now re-
united with her daughter Robin, who 
passed away when she was 3 due to leu-
kemia. And as George W. Bush said at 
the end of his mother’s life, although 
‘‘Laura, Barbara, Jenna, and I are sad, 
our souls are settled because we know 
hers was.’’ 

We are all blessed as Americans, we 
are certainly blessed as Texans, as 
Houstonians, to be neighbors, to be 
friends, to have known this great good 
woman and this extraordinary family, 
the Bush family, that has exemplified 
everything that has made America 
great: integrity, duty, courage, com-
mitment, self-reliance, religious faith, 
devotion to family, the benefits of hard 
work, and remembering that your good 
name is your most valuable possession 
worth more than all the gold and silver 
in the world. 

And truly by that measure, the 
Bushes are the wealthiest people on 
Earth, and we are all so very fortunate 
to have known them, to have learned 
from them, to be inspired by them, as 
I continue to be every day as the Con-
gressman from the Seventh District of 
Texas. 

Every day that I represent this ex-
traordinary district and these amazing 
people in Houston, who all stepped up 
and helped each other during Hurricane 
Harvey—and the Bushes were right 
there helping their neighbors and 
friends—every day that I have the 
privilege to represent this great city in 
this wonderful and amazing place, the 
Congress of the United States of Amer-
ica, I will always remember the stand-
ard of integrity that the Bush family 
left for me and for all of us. And I will 
work very, very hard to continue to 
make Barbara and George Bush and the 
Bush family and all Houstonians proud 
of my work on their behalf, because we 
are all abundantly blessed to have had 
Barbara Bush as First Lady, as a role 

model and a mentor, but we know that 
she is in a better place and is reunited 
with her daughter Robin. And as 
George W. said: We are all sad for the 
loss, but our souls are settled because 
we know hers was. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

Mr. HENSARLING. Mr. Speaker, I am hum-
bled to honor former First Lady Barbara 
Bush—Barbara Bush had unparalleled style 
and grace. Not only was she our First Lady, 
but a fiercely loyal wife, mother, grandmother, 
and great-grandmother. 

As a fellow Texan, I am proud of her leader-
ship for our country and her unparalleled com-
mitment to childhood literacy. Her leadership 
while in the White House was impactful and 
her work for her foundation has helped count-
less children. I had the pleasure of meeting 
Mrs. Bush on a few occasions and am sad-
dened to hear of her passing. 

While she may no longer be here with us on 
earth, we can be certain she is with our Heav-
enly Father—her memory will continue to live 
in the hearts and minds of the American peo-
ple. 
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HONORING THE LIVES OF SER-
GEANT NOEL RAMIREZ AND DEP-
UTY TAYLOR LINDSEY 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Ms. 
TENNEY). Under the Speaker’s an-
nounced policy of January 3, 2017, the 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Florida (Mr. YOHO) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. YOHO. Madam Speaker, I rise 
this evening with a saddened heart to 
honor Sergeant Noel Ramirez and Dep-
uty Taylor Lindsey of the Gilchrist 
County Sheriff’s Office, who tragically 
lost their lives in the line of duty on 
April 19, 2018, in a senseless, evil, and 
cowardly act, with complete disregard 
and respect for law enforcement offi-
cers and life itself. 

While I no longer represent Gilchrist 
County here in Congress, my wife, 
Carolyn, and I operated two of our vet-
erinary businesses there. It is the epit-
ome of an idyllic American town that 
espouses the values of America, God, 
country, and family. Our thoughts are 
with the entire community as we re-
cover from this tragedy. 

Sergeant Ramirez was born on June 
30, 1988, in Brooklyn, New York. After 
graduating high school in Puerto Rico 
with honors, he began his career in law 
enforcement. 

During his service to the people of 
Gilchrist County, he played an active 
role in recruiting new members to the 
Gilchrist team to grow what he liked 
to call ‘‘the family’’ in the Gilchrist 
County Sheriff’s Office. 

He was a medalist in the First Re-
sponder Games in both basketball and 
weight lifting, but more importantly 
than that, he was a loving and dedi-
cated father and husband. 

He is survived by his wife, Gigi; their 
two children, Noel Lito and Zoey; 
along with his parents and family. 

Deputy Taylor Lindsey was born on 
June 30, 1992, in Gainesville, Florida, 

and graduated from Gainesville High 
School. Deputy Lindsey joined Gil-
christ County Sheriff’s Office in 2013, 
where he began his lifelong dream to be 
a law enforcement officer. 

From a young age, he wanted to be a 
law enforcement officer, and he 
couldn’t say ‘‘patrol’’ so he called it 
‘‘P-trol,’’ and he went on to fulfill that 
dream. He worked there for 3 years. 

While quiet at first, he was quick to 
laugh, and those who worked with him 
can tell you a favorite Taylor Lindsey 
story. 

Deputy Lindsey is survived by his 
parents, his family, and his girlfriend, 
Kristin Hite. 

John 15:13 reminds us there is no 
greater love than to lay down one’s life 
for their friends. Both officers gave the 
ultimate sacrifice and epitomized the 
meaning of service before self. Our 
lives and our community, our State 
and, in fact, our Nation are better be-
cause of their service. 

Rest easy, gentlemen. We now have 
your watch. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 
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NUTRITION PROGRAM 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) for 30 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, last week, the House 
Agriculture Committee marked up and 
approved H.R. 2, the Agriculture and 
Nutrition Act of 2018. 

Along with the critical farm sup-
ports, the farm bill also authorizes and 
provides funding for the Supplemental 
Nutrition Assistance Program, also 
known as SNAP, and formerly called 
food stamps. SNAP is the primary Fed-
eral nutrition assistance program for 
those in need and ensures that no 
American goes hungry. 

As a young, married man, I saw the 
value and the importance that a Fed-
eral nutrition program, such as SNAP, 
provided when times got tough. Com-
ing from central Pennsylvania, I al-
ways say that the worst part of grow-
ing up in a rural area is that everyone 
knows your business. By the same 
token, the best thing about growing up 
in a rural area is that everyone knows 
your business. And when times get 
tough, neighbors always help neighbors 
in need. 

And that is how I think about SNAP. 
No matter if you lived down the long-
est rural country lane or in the middle 
of New York City, SNAP is about 
neighbors helping neighbors. 

Despite the rhetoric that has been es-
poused by some over the past few 
weeks and months about the nutrition 
title, I would like to discuss this im-
portant legislation, what H.R. 2 actu-
ally proposes to do to improve SNAP. 

Over the past 3 years, the Agri-
culture Committee has held 21 bipar-
tisan hearings on SNAP, while hearing 
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