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The SPEAKER pro tempore. The gen-

tleman has 61⁄2 minutes remaining. 
Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 

Madam Speaker, let me just deal with 
some of the rumor mongering that is 
happening within this Chamber. 

One of the things I hear is that the 
nutrition title of the farm bill results 
in a significant number of individuals 
from receiving SNAP. Frankly, Madam 
Speaker, that is absolutely false. Actu-
ally, without this change, a significant 
number of families experiencing food 
insecurity will continue to not be eligi-
ble for the needed nutritional support 
they have, being food-insecure fami-
lies. 

The 2018 farm bill and nutrition title 
updates the archaic asset test that pre-
vented hungry families from accessing 
SNAP for decades. In fact, Madam 
Speaker, many of these asset values 
have not been changed since the 1970s. 
We change them and we index them to 
inflation. 

This update to the asset test will 
allow individuals and families experi-
encing food insecurity to have more in 
savings, assets, the value of their vehi-
cle, without affecting their SNAP eligi-
bility. 

Additionally, for Active-Duty mili-
tary households, SNAP’s income deter-
mination will, for the first time, pro-
vide an exclusion of up to $500 monthly 
of their basic housing allowance. 

We have a number of folks serving 
Active Duty who are military and 
joined late in life and came with a 
spouse and kids. It is very difficult for 
them to live on what the salary would 
be of an entry-level member of our 
military. This is the first time that we 
address that issue in this farm bill, 
H.R. 2, that will be on the House floor 
in a few weeks. 

There is a criticism out there that 
the nutrition title creates an excessive 
and unneeded new government bu-
reaucracy to implement the SNAP em-
ployment and training. 

Madam Speaker, that is false. The 
farm bill nutrition title grants States 
the flexibility to provide services to 
best meet the needs of their State. 
While it provides an education and 
training slot for everyone who wants 
one, the States already have the 
springboard in place available through 
a combination of SNAP education and 
training, the Workforce Innovation and 
Opportunity Act, and State programs. 

Under this proposal, States are 
granted the flexibility needed to pro-
vide services that best meet the needs 
of their States. There is no one-size- 
fits-all mandate. SNAP education and 
training leverages willing and able 
partners—I have mentioned many of 
those already this evening—One-Stop 
CareerLinks, community colleges, 
State human resources service. Also, 
local, State, and national employers, 
where someone who is food insecure 
and living in poverty could have the 
access to be able to do an apprentice-
ship. They could go to work and be 
trained through this program. 

b 2015 

Finally, Madam Speaker, there are 
some who have said that more than a 
million people will come off SNAP over 
the next 10 years. It has been presented 
as a negative thing. We are talking 
about folks who will be coming off be-
cause they have achieved greater op-
portunity. 

We are talking about some folks who 
perhaps are on there just because they 
took a SNAP pamphlet or called an 800 
number. And if those folks are truly el-
igible, they just need to do the applica-
tion; they show the income; they meet 
the asset test; and they will have 
SNAP. Those families, those kids, will 
not come off SNAP. They will have the 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program. 

Part of those, though, that I think 
the CBO talked about are folks who 
truly do have a higher income and are 
really not eligible for this program, 
and those folks will come off if they 
choose not to fill out the application or 
they fill out the application and they 
are not eligible. But many of that mil-
lion-plus that CBO talked about that 
will be coming off SNAP, it is because 
they have gotten good jobs; it is be-
cause they have taken advantage of the 
education and training programs that 
we are now providing greater access to 
under this 2018 farm bill and, specifi-
cally, the Nutrition Title. 

Helping our fellow citizens to be able 
to achieve greater opportunity, to 
achieve the American Dream, to pros-
per, to have a living wage, that is not 
a bad thing. That is something that we 
should celebrate. 

Madam Speaker, we are going to 
bring this farm bill to the floor here in 
a couple of weeks. I hope all of my col-
leagues on both sides of the aisle will 
take the opportunity to read it, to ac-
tually see what is in it. I look forward 
to working with them to help in any 
way in terms of helping them with that 
process, and I look forward to success-
fully passing farm bill 2018 out of the 
House of Representatives in the weeks 
to come. 

Madam Speaker, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

f 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE 

By unanimous consent, leave of ab-
sence was granted to: 

Mr. LEWIS of Georgia (at the request 
of Ms. PELOSI) for today and April 27. 

f 

SENATE ENROLLED BILL SIGNED 

The Speaker announced his signature 
to an enrolled bill of the Senate of the 
following title: 

S. 447. An act to require reporting on acts 
of certain foreign countries on Holocaust era 
assets and related issues. 

f 

ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I move that the House 
do now adjourn. 

The motion was agreed to; accord-
ingly (at 8 o’clock and 17 minutes 
p.m.), the House adjourned until to-
morrow, Friday, April 27, 2018, at 9 a.m. 

f 

EXECUTIVE COMMUNICATIONS, 
ETC. 

Under clause 2 of rule XIV, executive 
communications were taken from the 
Speaker’s table and referred as follows: 

4689. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Joseph P. 
DiSalvo, United States Army, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

4690. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Admiral Harry B. Harris, Jr., 
United States Navy, and his advancement to 
the grade of admiral on the retired list, pur-
suant to 10 U.S.C. 1370(c)(1); Public Law 96- 
513, Sec. 112 (as amended by Public Law 104- 
106, Sec. 502(b)); (110 Stat. 293); to the Com-
mittee on Armed Services. 

4691. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Personnel and Readiness, Department of De-
fense, transmitting a letter on the approved 
retirement of Lieutenant General Kenneth 
E. Tovo, United States Army, and his ad-
vancement to the grade of lieutenant general 
on the retired list, pursuant to 10 U.S.C. 
1370(c)(1); Public Law 96-513, Sec. 112 (as 
amended by Public Law 104-106, Sec. 502(b)); 
(110 Stat. 293); to the Committee on Armed 
Services. 

4692. A letter from the Under Secretary, 
Acquisition and Sustainment, Department of 
Defense, transmitting the National Defense 
Stockpile Annual Materials Plan for Fiscal 
Year 2019, and for the succeeding four years, 
FYs 2020-2023 pursuant to Sec. 11(b) of the 
Strategic and Critical Materials Stock Pil-
ing Act, 50 U.S.C. 98h-2(b); to the Committee 
on Armed Services. 

4693. A letter from the Director, Division of 
Longshore & Harbor Workers’ Compensation, 
Office of Workers’ Compensation Programs, 
Department of Labor, transmitting the De-
partment’s final rule — Longshore and Har-
bor Workers’ Compensation Act: Maximum 
and Minimum Compensation Rates (RIN: 
1240-AA06) received April 24, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce. 

4694. A letter from the Director, Regu-
latory Management Division, Environmental 
Protection Agency, transmitting the Agen-
cy’s final rule — Approval and Promulgation 
of State Plans for Designed Facilities and 
Pollutants; North Dakota; Control of Emis-
sions from Existing Commercial and Indus-
trial Solid Waste Incineration Units [EPA- 
R08-OAR-2017-0698; FRL-9976-58-Region 8] re-
ceived April 25, 2018, pursuant to 5 U.S.C. 
801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, Sec. 251; (110 
Stat. 868); to the Committee on Energy and 
Commerce. 

4695. A letter from the Management Ana-
lyst, Office of the Comptroller, Bureau of 
Consular Affairs, Department of State, 
transmitting the Department’s final rule — 
Schedule of Fees for Consular Services, De-
partment of State and Overseas Embassies 
and Consulates [Public Notice 9450] (RIN: 
1400-AD71) received April 25, 2018, pursuant 
to 5 U.S.C. 801(a)(1)(A); Public Law 104-121, 
Sec. 251; (110 Stat. 868); to the Committee on 
Foreign Affairs. 
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