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the Senate’s most solemn duties and 
one to which I give the utmost care. I 
apply no litmus test with respect to a 
nominee’s personal beliefs, and have 
voted for judicial nominees whose per-
sonal views differ from my own, but 
evaluating whether a nominee pos-
sesses an ability to set aside emotion 
and personal views while applying the 
laws in a neutral and impartial manner 
is critical. 

In this regard, I believe Mr. Duncan 
will be faithful to the rule of law. He 
has pledged to the Judiciary Com-
mittee and to me that he will follow all 
precedents of the Supreme Court, and 
his actions in the Louisiana same-sex 
marriage case are evidence that he will 
do this, even if he disagrees with the 
outcome. I support his confirmation. 

f 

JESSIE’S LAW 

Mr. MANCHIN. Madam President, in 
March 2016, we lost a young woman 
with great potential named Jessica 
Grubb. Jessie was a great student, a 
loving daughter and sister, and an avid 
runner. She was also recovering from 
an opioid addiction. 

When she had surgery for an infec-
tion related to a running injury, her 
parents were there to take care of her, 
and both Jessie and her parents told 
her doctors and hospital personnel that 
she was a recovering addict and not to 
be prescribed opioids. 

Unfortunately, Jessie’s discharging 
physician did not see this note in her 
chart, despite it being in there eight 
separate times. He did not know that 
she was a recovering addict and sent 
her home with a prescription for 50 
oxycodone pills. 

Her parents talked to her on the 
phone when she got home, but that was 
the last time they talked to her. She 
had passed away that night in her 
sleep. The temptation was too great for 
her, as it would be for so many in re-
covery. 

Her death was tragic, but prevent-
able. 

That is why I introduced Jessie’s Law 
and why I fought to have it included as 
part of the fiscal year 2018 omnibus ap-
propriations bill. The fiscal year 2018 
LHHS Appropriations Subcommittee 
Senate Report, which was signed into 
law, includes the following common-
sense language to direct the Secretary 
of Health and Human Services to estab-
lish best practices for hospitals and 
physicians for sharing information 
about a patient’s past opioid addiction 
when that information is shared by the 
patient with the healthcare provider: 
‘‘Opioid Medical Record Reporting.— 
The Committee is deeply concerned 
about the devastating impact that the 
opioid epidemic is having on families 
throughout the country, and recognizes 
that medical providers must have ac-
cess to information about their pa-
tients’ past opioid addiction if that in-
formation is provided by the patient. 
The Committee encourages the Sec-
retary to develop and disseminate 

standards that would allow hospitals 
and physicians to access the history of 
opioid addiction in medical records (in-
cluding electronic health records) of 
any patient who has provided informa-
tion about such addiction to a 
healthcare provider.’’ 

These standards will be created in 
honor of Jessica Grubb and will help 
ensure that a patient’s substance use 
disorder history is included in a pa-
tient’s record like any other life- 
threatening medical issue, including a 
penicillin allergy. 

This will help keep a tragedy like 
Jessie’s death from ever happening 
again by ensuring that, when individ-
uals are open about their past addic-
tion, healthcare providers will have ac-
cess to the information that they need 
to provide medically appropriate care 
and save lives. 

f 

WORLD INTELLECTUAL PROPERTY 
DAY 

Mr. GRASSLEY. Madam President, 
today, April 26, 2018, we celebrate 
World Intellectual Property Day and 
recognize the important role intellec-
tual property plays in the fabric of so-
ciety. We take time to recognize the 
innovators and creators who are mak-
ing our lives healthier, safer, and more 
productive through their ingenuity and 
the robust system of intellectual prop-
erty protections enshrined in our laws. 

This year’s World Intellectual Prop-
erty Day campaign in particular cele-
brates the women who are driving 
change and making our common future 
better though innovation in so many 
fields including science, healthcare, 
art, engineering, and design, just to 
name a few. 

Inspiring contributions from count-
less women are powering innovation in 
our world. For example, Helen Murray 
Free was inducted into the National In-
ventor’s Hall of Fame in 2000 and 
awarded the national medal of tech-
nology and innovation in 2010 for her 
pioneering work in self-testing systems 
for diabetes. She received seven pat-
ents for her work. Iowa’s own Mary 
Florence Potts also used the American 
patent system to protect three of her 
inventions. Her work improved the 
safety of common household appli-
ances, and her novel iron design was 
even displayed at the 1876 World’s Fair 
in Philadelphia. Elise Harmon holds 
numerous patents for technology, rang-
ing from microprocessor production to 
high-altitude carbon brush perform-
ance. Our intellectual property system 
must continue to protect and reward 
the work of women like Helen Murray 
Free, Mary Florence Potts, and Elise 
Harmon. 

We need to continue creating an en-
vironment where innovative, creative 
women are empowered, connected, and 
celebrated. This involves ensuring a ro-
bust, inclusive intellectual property 
system that fosters and rewards inno-
vation and the widespread ingenuity 
that has made America a leading force 
in the global economy. 

The Founding Fathers recognized 
that robust intellectual property infra-
structure fosters creative talent and 
enhances innovative spark. Article I, 
section 8 of the Constitution says 
‘‘Congress shall have power . . . to pro-
mote the progress of science and useful 
arts, by securing for limited times to 
authors and inventors the exclusive 
right to their respective writings and 
discoveries.’’ Placing this authority 
within Congress’s enumerated powers 
underscores the weight that our 
Founding Fathers placed on intellec-
tual property’s value to the budding 
Nation. Although the American system 
of intellectual property rights has 
evolved since the ratification of the 
Constitution, its core mission of pro-
moting innovation has remained con-
stant. As a result, America has long 
been on the forefront of intellectual 
property and a leader in so many IP-in-
tensive fields. Our IP system is one 
that rightly rewards creativity and 
passion, characteristics common to so 
many Americans. 

Intellectual property is also critical 
to our national economy because it 
fuels innovation that improves lives 
and creates jobs. The United States is 
one of the most dynamic and innova-
tive countries in the world. Our Na-
tion’s success in areas such as agri-
culture, manufacturing, computer 
technology, and medicine can be traced 
in large measure to our respect for and 
protection of intellectual property. In 
our modern, innovation economy, pat-
ents, trademarks, copyrights, trade se-
crets, and other forms of IP are more 
critical than ever. IP protections and 
incentives drive enormous economic 
activity and development, helping as-
sure America’s place as an economic 
and intellectual beacon to the world. 
According to the U.S. Commerce De-
partment, IP-intensive industries ac-
count for more than 45 million direct 
and indirect U.S. jobs—that is nearly a 
third of the workforce—and almost 40 
percent of U.S. GDP. In addition, these 
jobs pay well. Average weekly wages in 
IP-intensive industries are 46 percent 
higher than in non-IP intensive fields. 
As a society, we depend on innovators 
not just to fuel our economy, but to 
make our lives better and to solve the 
challenges we face. These innovators, 
in turn, depend on different forms of 
intellectual property. 

The Judiciary Committee plays an 
important role in protecting intellec-
tual property. The committee exercises 
jurisdiction over our Nation’s intellec-
tual property laws, including those 
governing patents, trademarks, and 
copyrights. We consider legislation 
that helps to ensure that intellectual 
property rights continue to promote 
jobs and innovation. The committee 
also exercises important oversight of 
the Patent and Trademark Office, the 
Office of the Intellectual Property En-
forcement Coordinator, and various 
law enforcement entities charged with 
protecting IP. Just last week, we held 
an oversight hearing with Director 
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Iancu from the U.S. Patent and Trade-
mark Office. We heard about what is 
going well and about some of the dif-
ficulties facing the Office, as well as 
other intellectual property stake-
holders. As chairman of the Senate Ju-
diciary Committee, I will continue to 
embrace my role as a promoter of in-
tellectual property rights, innovation, 
and ultimately American jobs. 

This World Intellectual Property 
Day, it is important to once again rec-
ognize the significance of our Nation’s 
robust system of intellectual property 
protection and enforcement. As we rec-
ognize the positive impacts IP has on 
innovation, let’s continue to find ways 
to work together to ensure its protec-
tion against infringement. We want the 
United States to maintain its position 
as the most innovative and creative 
country in the world. 

f 

REMEMBERING VEL PHILLIPS 

Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President, 
today I wish to honor Vel Phillips, who 
was born Velvalea Hortense Rodgers in 
1923 in Milwaukee and passed away on 
April 17, 2018, at the age of 95. Vel was 
a civil rights leader and a pioneer in 
social justice and fair housing who left 
an indelible mark on the State of Wis-
consin. 

Vel earned a national oratory schol-
arship from the Black Elks to attend 
Howard University, where she earned 
her bachelor’s degree in 1946. She re-
turned to her home State of Wisconsin 
to attend the University of Wisconsin— 
Madison Law School, becoming the 
first Black woman to graduate from 
the school, just one in a long series of 
significant firsts for Vel. 

Following law school, Vel made it 
her life’s work to advocate for social 
justice and equal rights. She became 
actively involved in the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored 
People, working for political, social, 
educational, and economic equality for 
people of color. 

Vel was elected to the Milwaukee 
Common Council in 1956, not only as 
the first African American, but also as 
the first woman. Her election sent 
shockwaves through the all-White, all- 
male council. Rather than welcoming 
her to her new position, her colleagues 
refused to share an office with her and 
suggested she join the aldermen’s wives 
club instead of the council. A firm be-
liever in polite persistence, Vel took 
her seat quietly but proudly. She 
quickly went on to become an advocate 
not only for the people in her district, 
but for every African American in the 
city. She later said, ‘‘No matter where 
they lived, I was their alderman and 
they called me.’’ 

Vel would go on to accomplish many 
more firsts. In 1971, she became the 
first woman judge in Milwaukee Coun-
ty, as well as the first African-Amer-
ican judge in the State of Wisconsin. In 
1978, she made history again as the 
first woman and minority elected sec-
retary of State in Wisconsin. 

In spite of all these significant firsts, 
Vel Phillips is perhaps best known for 
initiating the long but ultimately suc-
cessful fight to outlaw housing dis-
crimination in Milwaukee. Until the 
late 1960s, landlords freely refused to 
sell or rent property to people of color. 
Even if homeowners wanted to sell 
property to people of color, banks rou-
tinely rejected their loan applications. 
As a result, African Americans lived al-
most exclusively in one run-down 
neighborhood on Milwaukee’s near 
north side. 

In 1962, Vel introduced the city’s first 
ordinance to prohibit discrimination in 
housing. The council promptly rejected 
it by a vote of 18 to 1. She tried three 
additional times over the next 6 years 
with the same result. The Milwaukee 
NAACP Youth Council and The Rev. 
James Groppi took up her cause in 1967 
and organized 200 consecutive nights of 
protests in support of her ordinance. 
When her colleagues adopted a wa-
tered-down version of an open housing 
ordinance in an attempt to make the 
protests stop, Vel told them, ‘‘Thanks 
for nothing. You are very much too 
late and very much too little.’’ 

The council finally passed a strong 
open housing ordinance in 1968, after 
the assassination of the Rev. Dr. Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., spurred Congress 
to pass the national Fair Housing Act. 

Following her retirement from public 
office, Vel remained involved in impor-
tant causes, speaking up when she saw 
injustice, protesting when necessary, 
and educating students from all over 
the world. 

Public servant, trailblazer, activist, 
icon, and pioneer are all words that 
only begin to describe Vel Phillips’ 
contributions to the fight for equality 
in Wisconsin. While history will for-
ever remember her for her string of 
momentous firsts, her greatest legacy 
will be the many women who run for 
elective office or the countless African 
Americans who live throughout the 
city thanks to the seemingly insur-
mountable barriers she shattered. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

CONGRATULATING THE VANDER-
BILT UNIVERSITY WOMEN’S 
BOWLING TEAM 

∑ Mr. ALEXANDER. Madam President, 
as a fellow Commodore, I would like to 
congratulate the Vanderbilt University 
women’s bowling team on winning the 
National Collegiate Athletic Associa-
tion, NCAA, championship, the second 
national championship for the women’s 
bowling program and the fourth na-
tional championship in Commodore 
athletic history. 

John Williamson, the head coach of 
this program for 14 years, has done an 
excellent job of training and guiding 
these exceptional student-athletes. He 
has worked hard to build this program 
from its inception in 2004 into one that 
annually contends for championships. 

Vanderbilt is a very special univer-
sity, one that produces student-ath-
letes of exceptional character and in-
tegrity. These are student-athletes 
that have pride in themselves and their 
school, in both academics and ath-
letics. In fact, Kristin Quah of the 
bowling team earned the NCAA’s Elite 
90 Award for having the highest grade 
point average at the championships, a 
3.953, while double majoring in bio-
medical and electrical engineering. 
Seven members of the team were re-
cently named to the spring sports All 
SEC Academic Honor Roll. 

I am filled with pride for my alma 
mater, and I wish the bowling team 
and all of Vanderbilt University the 
best. 

This achievement would not have 
been possible without the hard work, 
talent, and teamwork of the following 
outstanding student-athletes: Kelsey 
Abrahamsen, Maria Bulanova, 
Samantha Gainor, Bryanna Leyen, Jor-
dan Newham, Ariana Perez, Lauren 
Potechin, Kristin Quah, Emily Rigney, 
Katie Stark, and Adel Wahner. 

These student-athletes were coached 
and mentored by a dedicated team of 
coaches and athletic department staff, 
including: head coach John 
Williamson; assistant coach and former 
All-American Josie Earnest Barnes; as-
sociate athletic director and sport ad-
ministrator Kevin Colon; strength and 
conditioning coach Darren Edgington; 
facility manager Kenny Moore; aca-
demic counselor Candice Johnson; ath-
letic trainer Alda Burston; and volun-
teer sports information director Rod 
Williamson. 

I would also like to acknowledge 
chancellor Nicholas S. Zeppos; vice 
chancellor and athletics director David 
Williams II; deputy athletics director 
Candice Storey Lee; and senior asso-
ciate athletics directors Lori Alex-
ander; and Martin Salamone for their 
vision and leadership. 

Anchor Down, Commodores. We are 
proud of you.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO MECALLEN GARNEAU 

∑ Mr. BARRASSO. Madam President, I 
would like to take the opportunity to 
express my appreciation to Mecallen 
for his hard work as an intern in my 
Sheridan office. I recognize his efforts 
and contributions to my office, as well 
as to the State of Wyoming. 

Mecallen is a native of Sheridan. He 
is a freshman at Sheridan College, 
where he is studying occupational ther-
apy and health science. He has dem-
onstrated a strong work ethic, which 
has made him an invaluable asset to 
our office. The quality of his work is 
reflected in his great efforts over the 
last several months. 

I want to thank Mecallen for the 
dedication he has shown while working 
for me and my staff. It is a pleasure to 
have him as part of our team. I know 
he will have continued success with all 
of his future endeavors. I wish him all 
my best on his journey.∑ 
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