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the fort, had issued a declaration that any
slaves that made it to Union lines would not
be returned to their masters, but declared
“contraband of war.” Overrun with slaves de-
siring their freedom, the Union created a camp
for the refugees a few miles northwest of the
fort. It was in this camp that Mary Smith
Peake, a free black woman held classes for
escapees under a large oak tree, in violation
of Virginia law prohibiting the education of free
or enslaved blacks. This tree would later be
named the Emancipation Oak, as it was the
first place in the South when the Emancipation
Proclamation was read aloud to a crowd. The
classes and meetings held under the Emanci-
pation Oak were the beginning of education
on the campus of what was to become Hamp-
ton University.

After the war, there were no existing path-
ways for freedmen to rise from their station in
slavery. Recognizing this, Brigadier General
Samuel Chapman Armstrong, head of the
Freedmen’s Bureau in Hampton Roads, found-
ed the Hampton Normal and Agricultural Insti-
tute in April 1868. While nominally the school’s
mission was to train black teachers to fill the
demand for the education of black Americans,
the school’'s founder suggested the true pur-
pose of the school was “to train selected
Negro youth who should go out and teach and
lead their people first by example, by getting
land and homes; to give them not a dollar that
they could earn for themselves; to teach re-
spect for labor, to replace stupid drudgery with
skilled hands, and in this way to build up an
industrial system for the sake not only of self-
support and intelligent labor, but also for the
sake of character.”

Hampton became a model for the creation
of other schools designed to uplift Black Amer-
ica. Within nine years of arriving on Hampton’s
campus for his education, Booker T. Wash-
ington was founding Tuskegee Institute in Ala-
bama. Hampton continued to produce black
educators and skilled craft and tradesmen.
Many of the campus buildings of this era were
built by Hampton students. Hampton ex-
panded its programs, increasing its course of-
ferings to include business, nursing, and other
arts and sciences classes. In 1930 the school
was renamed Hampton Institute, recognizing
its growth from its agricultural and teacher
training roots. And in 1984, after a thorough
nine-month study of Hampton’s rapid growth
and development and acknowledging its com-
mitment to attracting quality students and tal-
ented faculty, offering a robust selection of
academic programs, as well as its status as a
premier research institution, it was rec-
ommended that Hampton Institute change its
name to Hampton University.

Hampton’s current legacy has been shaped
over the past 40 years by President Dr. Wil-
liam R. Harvey. Dr. Harvey came to Hampton
in 1978 as the 12th President of the school.
Under his leadership, Hampton has remained
an innovative institution of higher education. If
Dr. Harvey’s tenure were measured solely by
the creation of traditional campus facilities, the
construction of the Convocation Center, Stu-
dent Center, Sports Facilities, Libraries,
schools of journalism and physical sciences
would be a fitting tribute to his tenure. But Dr.
Harvey has also had the vision to ensure that
Hampton was at the forefront of innovative
new technologies and opportunities. Hampton
University’s Proton Therapy Institute is the
only one of its kind in Virginia, and through its
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partnerships with NASA, Hampton is currently
the only historically black college and univer-
sity in control of a NASA satellite mission.

Over 150 years, Hampton University, “Our
Home by the Sea,” has grown from an out-
door academy for newly freed slaves to an es-
tablished research university and one of the
bedrock institutions of the Hampton Roads re-
gion. Its athletic teams have won scores of
championships in multiple sports. Its alumni
have achieved acclaim in the arts, sciences,
business, and politics. And Hampton has held
a place of reverence in the story of Historically
Black Colleges and Universities in America. |
would like to commend Dr. Harvey, the faculty,
staff, students, and alumni of Hampton Univer-
sity on the occasion of their sesquicentennial,
and | wish them another 150 years of suc-
cess, growth, and achievement as a pinnacle
of higher education in our country.
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Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Brady A.
Hackbarth for receiving the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Brady A. Hackbarth is a student at Arvada
High School and received this award because
his determination and hard work have allowed
him to overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Brady A.
Hackbarth is exemplary of the type of achieve-
ment that can be attained with hard work and
perseverance. It is essential students at all
levels strive to make the most of their edu-
cation and develop a work ethic which will
guide them for the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Brady A. Hackbarth for winning the Arvada
Wheat Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth
award. | have no doubt he will exhibit the
same dedication and character in all of his fu-
ture accomplishments.
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Friday, April 27, 2018

Mr. YOUNG of lowa. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and congratulate Mary
Helen Wainwright on the very special occasion
of her 100th birthday. She was born in Parnell,
Missouri on April 10, 1918 and was a teacher
for most of her life.

Our world has changed a great deal during
Mary Helen’s life. Since her birth, we have
revolutionized air travel and walked on the
moon. We have invented the television, cel-
lular phones, and the internet. We have fought
in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall of So-
viet communism, and witnessed the birth of
new democracies. Mary Helen has lived
through seventeen United States Presidents
and twenty-two Governors of lowa. In her life-
time, the population of the United States has
more than tripled.

April 27, 2018

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent
Mary Helen in the United States Congress and
it is with great pride that | recognize her today.
| ask that my colleagues in the United States
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Mary Helen on reaching this incredible
milestone and in wishing her nothing but the
best.

REMEMBERING MARINE CORPS
MASTER SERGEANT ERIC ENG-
LAND
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Friday, April 27, 2018

Mr. COLLINS of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today in memory of Blairsville’s Eric Eng-
land, a retired Marine known as one of the
world’s greatest marksmen. At the age of 84,
Master Sergeant England passed away on
April 7, 2018.

Master Sergeant England joined the United
States Marine Corps in 1950 and served as a
scout sniper during the Vietnam War. In com-
bat, he had 98 confirmed kills, making him
one of the best snipers in our nation’s history.

Years after the Vietnam War, Master Ser-
geant England continued working for the Ma-
rine Corps as a Weapons Tactics Instructor.
He viewed teaching as a way for him to con-
tinue defending American lives, encouraging
him to create the National Marksmanship Unit
at Georgia’s Fort Benning in 1968.

Master Sergeant England won countless
awards for his world-class marksmanship, and
he represented the United States as part of
two Olympic shooting teams. Alongside his
cousin and fellow Marine, Zell Miller, he was
inducted into the Georgia Military Veterans
Hall of Fame with the Class of 2017.

My prayers are with the England family in
their time of loss. | stand alongside many
other Americans in thanking this hero for his
service.

JAYDEKAI HANH
HON. ED PERLMUTTER

OF COLORADO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, April 27, 2018

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize and applaud Jaydekai
Hanh for receiving the Arvada Wheat Ridge
Service Ambassadors for Youth award.

Jaydekai Hanh is a student at Arvada K-8
and received this award because his deter-
mination and hard work have allowed him to
overcome adversities.

The dedication demonstrated by Jaydekai
Hanh is exemplary of the type of achievement
that can be attained with hard work and perse-
verance. It is essential students at all levels
strive to make the most of their education and
develop a work ethic which will guide them for
the rest of their lives.

| extend my deepest congratulations to
Jaydekai Hanh for winning the Arvada Wheat
Ridge Service Ambassadors for Youth award.
| have no doubt he will exhibit the same dedi-
cation and character in all of his future accom-
plishments.
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