May 7, 2018

We trust them with our most prized assets for many hours a day: our children. Most of us who go to work Monday through Friday entrust the teachers with the daily caretaking, development, and, of course, the education of
our kids, and sometimes that task can
take on a lot more, even parenting,
when kids come from broken homes.
A teacher’s job is indeed difficult. As
parents, it can be easy to lose sight of
the significance and influence teachers
have on our kids’ lives on a daily basis.
I know this firsthand.
My wife is a teacher; my sister is as
well. I know firsthand, my wife, the
many hours spent after school, using
her own dollars to help make her classroom a better learning environment for
those kids, because it comes from the
heart.
I want to thank her, my sister, and
all those teachers all around the country for giving that extra that it takes
when sometimes society falls short in
its own ways.
Congratulations on Teacher Appreciation Week.
f

CELEBRATING 35TH ANNUAL NATIONAL TRAVEL AND TOURISM
WEEK
(Ms. TITUS asked and was given permission to address the House for 1
minute.)
Ms. TITUS. Mr. Speaker, as the
Democratic chair of the Congressional
Travel and Tourism Caucus, I rise to
celebrate the 35th annual National
Travel and Tourism Week, which provides us an opportunity to showcase
the importance of travel and tourism
in creating economic growth and opportunity and enhancing the quality of
life in every district throughout the
United States.
Our second largest industry export
and our seventh largest employer, travel generates $2.4 trillion for the U.S.
economy and supports some 15.6 million jobs. In southern Nevada alone,
tourism generates nearly $60 billion annually. Last year, 42 million visitors
came to Las Vegas, and we hosted almost 20,000 conventions, which brought
in 6 million people from around the
world.
So, as we honor the valuable contributions of the hardworking people in
this vital industry, I want to remind
my colleagues that we need to support
its growth and development by making
real investments in the country’s infrastructure so we can increase the efficiency and reliability of travel and encourage greater tourism to Las Vegas
and all the United States. It is about
putting out a welcome mat and setting
a bigger table.
f

RECOGNIZING
NATIONAL
PRESCRIPTION DRUG TAKE BACK
DAY
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania
asked and was given permission to address the House for 1 minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
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Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, National Prescription
Drug Take Back Day was last Saturday, the last Saturday in April. Today,
President Trump announced that nearly 1 million pounds of prescription
drugs were disposed of at sites across
the country.
The Drug Enforcement Administration, in partnership with Federal,
State, local, and Tribal law enforcement, businesses, medical offices, Federal agencies, and first responders
hosted events to collect and safely dispose of unneeded medication.
National Take Back Day happens
twice a year, and each time, thousands
of pounds of prescription drugs are returned, helping to prevent incidents of
drug abuse and misuse across the Nation.
Mr. Speaker, unneeded or expired
prescription medications are a public
safety issue. Results from the 2016 National Survey on Drug Use and Health
indicate that nearly 19 million Americans 12 years of age or older abused or
misused prescription drugs in the past
year. According to the CDC, most people who abuse prescription opioids get
them for free from a friend or relative.
We must continue our fight against
the opioid epidemic, and the biannual
Take Back Days are an important one
step in doing so.
f

URGING THE PRESIDENT NOT TO
RENOUNCE THE IRAN NUCLEAR
DEAL
(Mr. SHERMAN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. SHERMAN. Mr. Speaker, having
been briefed at every stage of the negotiation of the Iran nuclear deal, I was
able to come to this floor just 2 hours
after it was published and be the first
to speak in opposition to the Iran nuclear deal.
Today, I rise to urge the President
not to renounce that deal. The question is this: Do we want to liberate the
Iranian Government or sanction the
Iranian Government? If we renounce
the deal, then the Iranian Government
is free to remove the inspectors, to
begin a program of building an unlimited number of centrifuges, and can request the return of the fissile material,
several bombs’ worth of fissile material
which, under the deal, they had transferred to Russia and which Putin might
choose to return.
If we renounce the deal, we do nothing to give ourselves additional rights
because, under the deal, we are free to
sanction Iran in full proportion to its
nonnuclear evil. The Iranian Government is responsible for hundreds of
thousands of deaths in Syria and tens
of thousands of deaths in Yemen. That
alone justifies every sanction every
Member of this body can come up with.
We can stay in the deal and sanction
Iran.
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JESSIE PATRICK CELEBRATES
100TH BIRTHDAY
(Ms. TENNEY asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her remarks.)
Ms. TENNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to recognize Jessie Patrick, who
currently resides in South Carolina but
spent most of her very long life in
Oneida County, New York, in the 22nd
District.
On May 12, Jessie will turn 100 years
old. Jessie grew up in nearby Yorkville
with her sister, Bertha, and her two
brothers, Matthew and Edward, both of
whom served in World War II. She then
moved to Whitesboro, New York, where
she worked for General Electric, which
was once located in Utica, New York,
for nearly 30 years.
Jessie became an active leader in the
Whitesboro community, joining the
Whitesboro Fire Department’s Women
Auxiliary, St. Paul’s Church, and even
owned a restaurant in nearby Marcy,
New York, with her husband.
Jessie has one daughter, Judy; two
granddaughters;
three
great-grandchildren, with whom she loves to spend
time. Her family loves to travel and
used to spend many weekends traveling
to Boston to go deep-sea fishing. When
Jessie isn’t deep-sea fishing, she enjoys
cooking, cross-stitching, and gardening.
Mr. Speaker, please join me in wishing Jessie a wonderful, happy, and
healthy 100 years, and many, many
more years to come.
f

HONORING THE LIFE OF JENNIFER
PARKS
(Mr. KIHUEN asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his remarks.)
Mr. KIHUEN. Mr. Speaker, today I
rise to remember the life of Jennifer
‘‘Jenny’’ Parks. Jenny attended the
Route 51 festival in Las Vegas on October 1. Jenny was a remarkable kindergarten teacher at Anaverde Hills Elementary School in Lancaster, California.
Jenny loved all of her students and
their families but ensured to leave a
big place in her heart for her husband,
Bobby, and their two kids, Bryce and
Lea.
Jenny was a loving person who always went out of her way to help people. She is remembered by her family
and friends as being a beautiful and intelligent woman who had a wonderful
sense of humor. I would like to extend
my condolences to Jenny Park’s family
and friends. Please know that the city
of Las Vegas, the State of Nevada, and
the whole country grieve with you.
f

HONORING VIRGINIA TECH PRESIDENT EMERITUS CHARLES WILLIAM STEGER, JR.
(Mr. GRIFFITH asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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