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House of Representatives
The House met at 10 a.m. and was
called to order by the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. MARSHALL).
f

DESIGNATION OF SPEAKER PRO
TEMPORE
The SPEAKER pro tempore laid before the House the following communication from the Speaker:
WASHINGTON, DC,
May 8, 2018.
I hereby appoint the Honorable ROGER W.
MARSHALL to act as Speaker pro tempore on
this day.
PAUL D. RYAN,
Speaker of the House of Representatives.
f

MORNING-HOUR DEBATE
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursuant to the order of the House of January 8, 2018, the Chair will now recognize Members from lists submitted by
the majority and minority leaders for
morning-hour debate.
The Chair will alternate recognition
between the parties. All time shall be
equally allocated between the parties,
and in no event shall debate continue
beyond 11:50 a.m. Each Member, other
than the majority and minority leaders
and the minority whip, shall be limited
to 5 minutes.
f
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NATIONAL CHARTER SCHOOLS
WEEK
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
North Carolina (Ms. FOXX) for 5 minutes.
Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, this week is
National Charter Schools Week. It is
my pleasure to celebrate alongside the
students who have benefited from these
innovative
institutions.
Charter
schools serve over 3 million students
nationwide, providing students in
rural, urban, and suburban settings
with unique educational opportunities.

The reforms in the Every Student
Succeeds Act enable charter schools to
serve more students and allow States
to support new, high-quality charter
schools to address the growing demand
for these schools. And the demand is
high. Currently, 5 million students are
awaiting their chance to attend. Charter schools offer American families the
right to choose what environment is
best for their child. It is clear that parents and students want this choice
available to them, and they deserve to
have it.
HONORING SEAN VESTAL

Ms. FOXX. Mr. Speaker, today I rise
to recognize Sean Vestal of WinstonSalem, North Carolina. This year the
North Carolina High School Athletic
Association awarded Mr. Vestal the
Homer Thompson Memorial Eight Who
Make a Difference Award. This honor is
awarded each year to one coach from
each region of the State for excellence
in sportsmanship, dedication, and
being a student role model.
Known for his supportive relationships with athletes and using the game
to teach life lessons that go beyond the
court, Mr. Vestal finished his career as
North Forsyth’s head basketball coach
after 12 seasons to spend more time
with his family. However, he continues
his dedication to students as the
school’s athletic director.
Congratulations to Mr. Vestal in receiving the Eight Who Make a Difference Award. We are fortunate to
have him as an example of sportsmanship and an encouraging role model in
North Carolina’s Fifth District. I wish
him success in his future endeavors.
f

HONORING RODNEY LEWIS
The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. O’HALLERAN) for 5 minutes.
Mr. O’HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Mr. Rod-

ney Lewis, a respected member of the
Gila River Indian Community, a loving
father, and a committed Arizonan who
made a career fighting for water rights
for Indian Tribes across the country.
When he was a boy, Rod, as his
friends called him, remembered watching his family survive droughts that
destroyed crops, and he would listen to
stories about the damming of the Gila
River, which gave life to those who
lived in the region.
Mr. Lewis served his country in the
United States Army infantry, becoming an Army Ranger and rising to the
rank of first lieutenant. After being
honorably discharged, Rod went to law
school at the University of California,
Los Angeles, where his next chapter of
service began. According to his son,
Governor Stephen Lewis, Rod came
home to serve his people, to bring back
that education, that legal expertise
that the community and many Tribes
did not have, which was something extraordinary and very significant to the
community—and, later on, to the entire southwestern United States.
For over 30 years, Rod not only
served as general counsel to his community, but he was also sought after
across the country as a preeminent
legal scholar on Tribal rights, water
and energy law, and Tribal gaming. He
was the first Native American attorney
to argue and win a case before the
United States Supreme Court. He was
also the first Native American attorney to be admitted to the State bar
and to practice law in Arizona.
One of Rod’s longest lasting accomplishments is the Arizona Water Settlements Act, which was signed into
law by President George W. Bush. He
led the negotiations with the Federal
Government, Arizona, and more than
30 non-Indian parties for settlement of
the community’s water rights and
claims. The legislation set aside billions of gallons of water for Arizona
Tribes and helped avoid lengthy lawsuits. It also helped settle the long-
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