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lasting needs of water for the entire 
southern region of Arizona. I had the 
honor of working with Rod on impor-
tant water issues and saw firsthand 
what his knowledge and passion did for 
his community and the State of Ari-
zona. 

He and his wife, Willardene, met in 
the first grade and raised a close-knit 
and passionate family. According to 
Governor Lewis, his mother and father 
were the definition of soulmates. 

My heart goes out to Willardene, 
Governor Lewis, John, Katherine, and 
the whole community as they mourn 
their loss and celebrate the legacy of a 
great man. 

f 

HONORING THE CENTRE COUNTY 
4–H ROBOTICS CLUB 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Pennsylvania (Mr. THOMPSON) for 5 
minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, I rise today to congratu-
late the Centre County 4–H Robotics 
Club for winning the FIRST Robotics 
Competition and being the first Penn-
sylvania team to capture the title. 

The FIRST Robotics Competition is 
an international high school robotics 
competition. Each year, teams of high 
school students, coaches, and mentors 
work during a 6-week period to build 
game-playing robots that weigh up to 
120 pounds. The Centre County 4–H Ro-
botics Club was 1 of 405 teams from 22 
States and 7 countries to compete in 
the late-April event which was hosted 
at Ford Field in Detroit, Michigan. 

Each team earned a spot in the con-
test based on competition performance 
throughout the year. This year, the 
Centre County 4–H Robotics Club 
earned its spot by winning its first re-
gional competition at the Greater 
Pittsburgh Regional in March. The 
championship entailed 10 rounds of 
qualification matches in six divisions. 
The top eight teams in each division 
drafted an alliance of four robots to 
compete in a single-elimination playoff 
to determine the division champion, at 
which time the Centre County team 
joined forces with Stryke Force from 
Kalamazoo, Michigan; Team Rush from 
Clarkston, Michigan; and Lake Effect 
Robotics from Kingston, Ontario. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an amazing ac-
complishment on many fronts. The 
Centre County 4–H Robotics Club has 
created state-of-the-art technology, 
they have worked together with inter-
state and international peers to 
achieve success, and they have built 
long-lasting career skills. 

I am incredibly proud of this club, 
and I want to highlight each team 
member: Tom Sowers, Mary Davis, 
Tate Geiger, Hannah Strouse, Petr 
Esakov, James Hanagan, Nathan Tack, 
Thad Valentine, Griffen Josephs, Roger 
Nagel, Emily Christensen, Zach Jester, 
Lachlan Sneff, Isaiah Adu, Ben Servey, 
A.J. Marsala, Braydon Button, Alex 
Mullen, Eli Johnson, and Lee Conklin. 

The club had numerous mentors and 
community supporters who helped 
them to achieve this first-place inter-
national finish. This is especially im-
portant today, on National Teacher 
Appreciation Day. This week we cele-
brate America’s hardworking, dedi-
cated, and passionate teachers, who in-
spire scores of students. To all of our 
teachers and mentors, especially those 
who helped the Centre County 4–H Ro-
botics Club bring home gold at the 
FIRST Robotics Competition, we sa-
lute you. 

Mr. Speaker, I wholeheartedly con-
gratulate the Centre County 4–H Ro-
botics Club on this outstanding 
achievement in Centre County, in the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania, in the 
United States of America, and, quite 
frankly, in the world. Congratulations. 

f 

WILDLIFE CONSERVATION AND 
ANTI-TRAFFICKING 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from 
Guam (Ms. BORDALLO) for 5 minutes. 

Ms. BORDALLO. Mr. Speaker, today 
I introduce the bipartisan Wildlife Con-
servation and Anti-Trafficking Act of 
2018. 

I want to first recognize my good 
friend and Republican colead on this 
important legislation, Congressman 
DON YOUNG from Alaska, dean of the 
House and a longtime conservation 
leader. I want to thank him for his sup-
port as the original cosponsor. 

I also want to thank the leading 
wildlife and marine conservation, whis-
tleblower, and animal welfare groups 
that have endorsed the bill to date. The 
Wildlife Conservation and Anti-Traf-
ficking Act will strengthen enforce-
ment against poachers, traffickers, and 
the global trade in illegal wildlife and 
seafood products. 

Wildlife trafficking; poaching; and il-
legal, unreported, and unregulated fish-
ing rank among the top global crimes, 
generating billions in illicit profits 
each year for transnational criminal 
organizations and extremist groups. In 
tackling the global wildlife trafficking 
trade as our bill does, Congress can 
help to conserve iconic wildlife and cut 
off illicit financing for groups respon-
sible for human rights abuses, political 
corruption, and even terrorism world-
wide. 

Our bipartisan bill includes enforce-
ment provisions passed by the House in 
November of 2015, by voice vote, which 
will empower Federal prosecutors and 
law enforcement to combat the global 
wildlife trafficking trade. Importantly, 
the bill also recognizes the critical role 
that whistleblowers can play in pro-
viding the actionable intelligence need-
ed to prosecute wildlife poachers and 
take down trafficking rings. 

By incentivizing whistleblowers on 
wildlife trafficking and related crimes 
to come forward, Congress can increase 
enforcement and leverage existing Fed-
eral agency resources and our legal 
system at no cost to the taxpayers. Our 

bill also includes several provisions 
that will support wildlife conservation 
worldwide by authorizing a comprehen-
sive international wildlife conservation 
program within the U.S. Fish and Wild-
life Service; also, stationing law en-
forcement and agency personnel in 
wildlife trafficking-focused countries 
identified by the State Department; 
and providing dedicated funding for 
wildlife, marine mammal, sea turtle, 
and shark conservation at no expense 
to the taxpayers. 

I am especially pleased that our bill 
provides for marine wildlife species 
which often go overlooked but are in-
creasingly targeted by poachers, traf-
fickers, and illegal fishing. The bill 
also expands the Marine Turtle Con-
servation Fund to make the U.S. terri-
tories eligible for funding and to pro-
vide for the conservation of endangered 
freshwater turtles and tortoises. Many 
of the world’s freshwater turtle and 
tortoise species could become extinct 
in the next few decades, and all sea tur-
tles found in our Nation’s territorial 
waters are listed under the Endangered 
Species Act. 

U.S. territories are home to numer-
ous marine turtle species, including 
the endangered hawksbill and the 
green sea turtles native to Guam and 
the western Pacific Ocean. Lastly, the 
bill builds upon the success of two laws 
which I sponsored: the Shark Conserva-
tion Act of 2010 and the Illegal, Unre-
ported, and Unregulated Fishing En-
forcement Act of 2015. 

Together with Congressman YOUNG, 
we have put together a comprehensive 
bill that advances wildlife conservation 
and continues American leadership in 
tackling wildlife trafficking and the 
global trade in illegal wildlife and sea-
food products. And we do all this with 
existing Federal resources, at no cost 
to the taxpayers. 

I urge all Members of the House to 
join me and Congressman YOUNG in co-
sponsoring the Wildlife Conservation 
and Anti-Trafficking Act of 2018. 

f 

b 1015 

TRIBUTE TO DR. JIMMY E. 
JACKSON 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Alabama (Mr. BROOKS) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BROOKS of Alabama. Mr. Speak-
er, I rise today to recognize the 53-year 
pastoral career of Dr. Jimmy E. Jack-
son, who is set to retire in early June. 

I first met Dr. Jackson 38 years ago 
in 1980. Over those 38 years, I have 
grown to very much appreciate and ad-
mire all that Dr. Jackson has done to 
improve the physical and spiritual 
lives of Tennessee Valley residents. 

Dr. Jackson has dedicated the last 40 
years of his pastoral service to the con-
gregation of Whitesburg Baptist 
Church in Huntsville, Alabama. My 
colleagues may recall when Dr. Jack-
son served as a guest chaplain for the 
House of Representatives in April of 
2015. 
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Dr. Jackson’s walk with Christ began 

on October 26, 1968. That day, Dr. Jack-
son made the solemn decision to accept 
Jesus Christ as his Savior and devote 
his whole life to serving God. 

Dr. Jackson has said that he ‘‘knew 
about Jesus before October 1968, but on 
that morning when I knew myself to be 
lost and turned to Jesus Christ in faith, 
I was converted by the grace of God.’’ 

Through 40 years at Whitesburg Bap-
tist, Dr. Jackson has remained com-
mitted to leading people in the Rocket 
City and Alabama to Christ and has 
been integral in the spiritual life of the 
people of the Tennessee Valley. 

Under Dr. Jackson’s leadership, 
Whitesburg Baptist Church has grown 
to 7,100 members, making it one of the 
largest and most successful churches in 
the Tennessee Valley. 

In Matthew 28, verses 19 and 20, Jesus 
instructed his disciples to ‘‘therefore 
go and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Fa-
ther and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit and teaching them to obey ev-
erything I have commanded you. . . . ’’ 
Dr. Jackson has lived this Great Com-
mission through his long pastoral ca-
reer at Whitesburg Baptist and in our 
community and the broader Christian 
faith. 

In addition to presiding over 
Whitesburg Baptist Church, Dr. Jack-
son served in a number of distinguished 
capacities, including but not limited 
to: the executive committee of the Ala-
bama State Board of Missions, the ex-
ecutive committee of the Southern 
Baptist Convention, a trustee of South-
western Baptist Theological Seminary, 
and on the board of regents of the Uni-
versity of Mobile. 

I commend Dr. Jimmy Jackson on 
his exceptional career and service to 
God. I wish Dr. Jackson many years of 
happiness as he begins this new phase 
of life with his bride of nearly 58 years, 
Bobbi; his children; his grandchildren; 
and his great-grandchildren. 

f 

HONORING OFFICER ROBERT 
SHAWN PITTS OF THE TERRE 
HAUTE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Indiana (Mr. BUCSHON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. BUCSHON. Mr. Speaker, it is 
with a heavy heart that I rise today to 
honor the life and service of Officer 
Robert Shawn Pitts of Terre Haute Po-
lice Department, who was killed in the 
line of duty on Friday, May 4, 2018. 

Officer Pitts was born in Vincennes, 
Indiana, and dedicated his life to the 
security and protection of his commu-
nity. He proudly served with the Terre 
Haute Police Department for the past 
16 years and with the Sullivan Police 
Department for 6 years prior to joining 
the force in Terre Haute. He was also a 
member of the Special Response Team 
and the U.S. Marshals Task Force. 

I want to extend my deepest sym-
pathies and condolences to the family 
and friends of Officer Pitts, especially 

his three children: Brooke, Austin, and 
Dakota. 

Law enforcement personnel across 
this country go to work every day to 
serve and protect our communities. 
These brave men and women risk ev-
erything to keep our cities and our 
families safe and secure. Events like 
these are somber reminders of what he-
roes who stand on the thin blue line 
and their families sacrifice on our be-
half. 

f 

RECESS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair 
declares the House in recess until noon 
today. 

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 19 
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess. 

f 

b 1200 

AFTER RECESS 

The recess having expired, the House 
was called to order by the Speaker at 
noon. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, the Reverend Patrick 
J. Conroy, offered the following prayer: 

Loving and gracious God, we give 
You thanks for giving us another day. 

Help us, this day, to draw closer to 
You, so that with Your spirit and 
aware of Your presence among us, we 
may all face the tasks of this day. 

Bless the Members of the people’s 
House. Help them to think clearly, 
speak confidently, and act coura-
geously in the belief that all noble 
service is based upon patience, truth, 
and love. 

Earlier today, we remembered the 
fallen heroes of our Capitol Police 
force: Sergeant Christopher Eney, De-
tective John Gibson, Officer Jacob 
Chestnut, and Sergeant Clinton Holtz. 
May their families be consoled know-
ing that there is no greater love than 
to lay down one’s life for another. 

May all that is done this day be for 
Your greater honor and glory. 

Amen. 
f 

THE JOURNAL 

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House 
his approval thereof. 

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved. 

f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Puerto Rico (Miss 
GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN) come forward and 
lead the House in the Pledge of Alle-
giance. 

Miss GONZÁLEZ-COLÓN of Puerto 
Rico led the Pledge of Allegiance as 
follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

MOMENT OF SILENCE HONORING 
THOSE KILLED OR WOUNDED IN 
SERVICE TO OUR COUNTRY 

The SPEAKER. The Chair asks that 
the House now observe a moment of si-
lence in honor of those who have been 
killed or wounded in service to our 
country and all those who serve and 
their families. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF CHAPLAIN OF 
THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

The SPEAKER. Pursuant to the pro-
visions of section 208(a) of the Legisla-
tive Reorganization Act of 1946 (2 
U.S.C. 5501(a)), the Chair appoints Fa-
ther Patrick J. Conroy of the State of 
Oregon to act as and to exercise tempo-
rarily the duties of Chaplain of the 
House of Representatives, effective Fri-
day, May 25, 2018. 

Will Father Conroy please come for-
ward and take the oath of office. 

Father Conroy appeared at the bar of 
the House and took the oath of office, 
as follows: 

Do you solemnly swear that you will sup-
port and defend the Constitution of the 
United States against all enemies, foreign 
and domestic; that you will bear true faith 
and allegiance to the same; that you take 
this obligation freely, without any mental 
reservation or purpose of evasion; and that 
you will well and faithfully discharge the du-
ties of the office on which you are about to 
enter, so help you God. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

The SPEAKER. The Chair will enter-
tain up to 15 requests for 1-minute 
speeches on each side of the aisle. 

f 

RECOGNIZING CASA FAMILIA 

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was 
given permission to address the House 
for 1 minute and to revise and extend 
her remarks.) 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize Casa Familia, a 
nonprofit organization in my congres-
sional district dedicated to serving in-
dividuals with special needs. 

Casa Familia was founded by eight 
families with special needs children, 
and I am proud to have known one of 
the founders, Lourdes Sanchez, for 
many, many years. They came to-
gether to solve a very real problem in 
south Florida: the lack of affordable, 
quality housing for individuals with in-
tellectual and developmental disabil-
ities, or IDD. 

Sadly, close to 1 million Floridians 
are diagnosed with an intellectual or 
developmental disability and are un-
able to live independently. That is 
where Casa Familia comes in. This out-
standing organization provides afford-
able housing solutions, vocational 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 23:36 May 08, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00003 Fmt 4634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K08MY7.005 H08MYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
F

D
H

B
2P

R
O

D
 w

ith
 H

O
U

S
E


		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T16:04:26-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




