
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H3795 May 8, 2018 
who led the opposition to ordering the pre-
vious question. That Member, because he 
then controls the time, may offer an amend-
ment to the rule, or yield for the purpose of 
amendment.’’ 

In Deschler’s Procedure in the U.S. House 
of Representatives, the subchapter titled 
‘‘Amending Special Rules’’ states: ‘‘a refusal 
to order the previous question on such a rule 
[a special rule reported from the Committee 
on Rules] opens the resolution to amend-
ment and further debate.’’ (Chapter 21, sec-
tion 21.2) Section 21.3 continues: ‘‘Upon re-
jection of the motion for the previous ques-
tion on a resolution reported from the Com-
mittee on Rules, control shifts to the Mem-
ber leading the opposition to the previous 
question, who may offer a proper amendment 
or motion and who controls the time for de-
bate thereon.’’ 

Clearly, the vote on the previous question 
on a rule does have substantive policy impli-
cations. It is one of the only available tools 
for those who oppose the Republican major-
ity’s agenda and allows those with alter-
native views the opportunity to offer an al-
ternative plan. 

Mr. BUCK. Mr. Speaker, I yield back 
the balance of my time, and I move the 
previous question on the resolution. 

b 1300 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
question is on ordering the previous 
question. 

The question was taken; and the 
Speaker pro tempore announced that 
the ayes appeared to have it. 

Mrs. TORRES. Mr. Speaker, on that I 
demand the yeas and nays. 

The yeas and nays were ordered. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-

ant to clause 8 of rule XX, further pro-
ceedings on this question will be post-
poned. 

f 

AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE GOV-
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE 
GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
MEXICAN STATES FOR COOPERA-
TION IN PEACEFUL USES OF NU-
CLEAR ENERGY—MESSAGE FROM 
THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES (H. DOC. NO. 115–116) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Foreign Affairs 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
I am pleased to transmit to the Con-

gress, pursuant to subsections 123b. and 
123d. of the Atomic Energy Act of 1954, 
as amended (42 U.S.C. 2153(b), (d)) (the 
‘‘Act’’), the text of an Agreement be-
tween the Government of the United 
States of America and the Government 
of the United Mexican States for Co-
operation in Peaceful Uses of Nuclear 
Energy (the ‘‘Agreement’’). I am also 
pleased to transmit my written ap-
proval, authorization, and determina-
tion concerning the Agreement and an 
unclassified Nuclear Proliferation As-
sessment Statement (NPAS) con-
cerning the Agreement. In accordance 

with section 123 of the Act, a classified 
annex to the NPAS, prepared by the 
Secretary of State, in consultation 
with the Director of National Intel-
ligence, summarizing relevant classi-
fied information, will be submitted to 
the Congress separately. A joint memo-
randum submitted to me by the Secre-
taries of State and Energy and a letter 
from the Chairman of the Nuclear Reg-
ulatory Commission stating the views 
of the Commission are also enclosed. 
An addendum to the NPAS containing 
a comprehensive analysis of the export 
control system of Mexico with respect 
to nuclear-related matters, including 
interactions with other countries of 
proliferation concern and the actual or 
suspected nuclear, dual-use, or missile- 
related transfers to such countries, 
pursuant to section 102A(w) of the Na-
tional Security Act of 1947 (50 U.S.C. 
3024(w)), is being submitted separately 
by the Director of National Intel-
ligence. 

The Agreement has been negotiated 
in accordance with the Act and other 
applicable law. In my judgment, it 
meets all applicable statutory require-
ments and will advance the non-
proliferation and other foreign policy 
interests of the United States. 

The Agreement contains all of the 
provisions required by subsection 123a. 
of the Act. It provides a comprehensive 
framework for peaceful nuclear co-
operation with Mexico based on a mu-
tual commitment to nuclear non-
proliferation. It would permit the 
transfer of material, equipment (in-
cluding reactors), components, and in-
formation for nuclear research and nu-
clear power production. It would not 
permit the transfer of Restricted Data 
or sensitive nuclear technology. Any 
special fissionable material transferred 
could only be in the form of low en-
riched uranium, with the exception of 
small quantities of material for use in 
samples, standards, detectors, or tar-
gets or for such other purposes as the 
parties may agree. 

Through the Agreement, Mexico 
would affirm its intent to rely on exist-
ing international markets for nuclear 
fuel services involving sensitive nu-
clear technologies (i.e. enrichment and 
reprocessing), and the United States 
would affirm its intent to support 
these international markets and would 
agree to endeavor to take necessary 
and feasible actions to ensure a reli-
able supply of low enriched uranium 
fuel to Mexico. 

The Agreement has a term of 30 
years, although it can be terminated 
by either party on one year’s advance 
written notice. In the event of termi-
nation or expiration of the Agreement, 
key nonproliferation conditions and 
controls will continue in effect as long 
as any material, equipment, or compo-
nent subject to the Agreement remains 
in the territory of the party concerned 
or under its jurisdiction or control 
anywhere, or until such time as the 
parties agree that such material, 
equipment, or components are no 

longer usable for any nuclear activity 
relevant from the point of view of safe-
guards. 

Mexico has a strong track record on 
nonproliferation and has consistently 
reiterated its commitment to non-
proliferation. It is a party to the Trea-
ty on the Non-Proliferation of Nuclear 
Weapons and has concluded a Com-
prehensive Safeguards Agreement and 
Additional Protocol with the Inter-
national Atomic Energy Agency. Mex-
ico has a strong system of nuclear ex-
port controls and has harmonized its 
controls with the Nuclear Suppliers 
Group guidelines. A more detailed dis-
cussion of Mexico’s domestic civil nu-
clear activities and its nuclear non-
proliferation policies and practices is 
provided in the NPAS and its classified 
annex. 

I have considered the views and rec-
ommendations of the interested depart-
ments and agencies in reviewing the 
Agreement and have determined that 
its performance will promote, and will 
not constitute an unreasonable risk to, 
the common defense and security. Ac-
cordingly, I have approved the Agree-
ment and authorized its execution and 
urge that the Congress give it favor-
able consideration. 

This transmission shall constitute a 
submittal for purposes of both sub-
sections 123b. and 123d. of the Act. My 
Administration is prepared to begin 
immediately consultations with the 
Senate Foreign Relations Committee 
and the House Foreign Affairs Com-
mittee, as provided in subsection 123b. 
Upon completion of the 30 days of con-
tinuous session review provided for in 
subsection 123b., the 60 days of contin-
uous session review provided for in sub-
section 123d. shall commence. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, May 8, 2018. 

f 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
PRO TEMPORE 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. HIG-
GINS of Louisiana). Pursuant to clause 
8 of rule XX, proceedings will resume 
on questions previously postponed. 

Votes will be taken in the following 
order: 

Ordering the previous question on 
House Resolution 872; and 

Adoption of House Resolution 872, if 
ordered. 

The first electronic vote will be con-
ducted as a 15-minute vote. The second 
electronic vote will be conducted as a 
5-minute vote. 
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