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Senate 
The Senate met at 2:30 p.m. and was 

called to order by the Honorable ROB 
PORTMAN, a Senator from the State of 
Ohio. 

f 

PRAYER 

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer: 

Let us pray. 
Almighty God, unto whom all hearts 

are open, all desires known, and from 
whom no secrets are hidden, continue 
to be our refuge and strength. Guide 
our Senators. Let Your peace rule in 
their hearts. May Your Spirit dwell in 
them richly, imparting Heaven’s wis-
dom. Lord, give them steadfast hearts, 
which no unworthy faults can drag 
downward. 

Lord, bless America. Make her a 
channel of justice, peace, and goodness 
to our world. 

We pray in Your strong Name. Amen. 
f 

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge 
of Allegiance, as follows: 

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the 
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God, 
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all. 

f 

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will please read a communication 
to the Senate from the President pro 
tempore (Mr. HATCH). 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the following letter: 

U.S. SENATE, 
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE, 
Washington, DC, May 8, 2018. 

To the Senate: 
Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3, 

of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby 
appoint the Honorable ROB PORTMAN, a Sen-
ator from the State of Ohio, to perform the 
duties of the Chair. 

ORRIN G. HATCH, 
President pro tempore. 

Mr. PORTMAN thereupon assumed 
the Chair as Acting President pro tem-
pore. 

f 

RESERVATION OF LEADER TIME 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
leadership time is reserved. 

f 

CONCLUSION OF MORNING 
BUSINESS 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Morning business is closed. 

f 

EXECUTIVE SESSION 

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Under the previous order, the 
Senate will proceed to executive ses-
sion and resume consideration of the 
following nomination, which the clerk 
will report. 

The senior assistant legislative clerk 
read the nomination of Kurt D. 
Engelhardt, of Louisiana, to be United 
States Circuit Judge for the Fifth Cir-
cuit. 

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY LEADER 

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized. 

HONORING FALLEN U.S. CAPITOL POLICE 
OFFICERS 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, an 
important tribute took place in the 
Capitol this morning—the fifth annual 
memorial service for the four U.S. Cap-
itol police officers who have died in the 
line of duty. Sergeant Christopher 
Eney, Officer Jacob Chestnut, Detec-
tive John Gibson, and Sergeant Clinton 
Holtz were remembered with a wreath- 
laying in the Capitol Visitor Center. 

This year’s ceremony marked the 
20th anniversary of the 1998 Capitol 
shooting, when both Officer Chestnut 

and Detective Gibson were killed. Next 
week is National Police Week, and I 
will have more to say about the her-
oism of the professionals who put 
themselves in harm’s way every day to 
keep others safe. Today the Senate 
honors the memories of these four fall-
en heroes. 

Mr. President, on another matter, 
yesterday, the Senate advanced the 
nomination of the first of this week’s 
judicial nominees, Judge Kurt 
Engelhardt. Those who join him on this 
latest slate for consideration are each 
well qualified. Each has received thor-
ough examination from the Judiciary 
Committee, and each stands ready to 
serve on the Federal bench. 

NOMINATION OF MICHAEL BRENNAN 
Following the confirmation of Judge 

Engelhardt, the Senate will proceed to 
the consideration of Michael Brennan 
of Wisconsin to serve as a U.S. circuit 
judge for the Seventh Circuit. Mr. 
Brennan’s nomination comes as only 
the latest distinction in a career 
marked by truly impressive legal ac-
complishments. In both public service 
and private practice, this graduate of 
Notre Dame and Northwestern Univer-
sity School of Law has developed a rep-
utation for a keen legal mind and an 
unwavering commitment to the rule of 
law. 

According to current and former 
peers on the Milwaukee County Circuit 
Court, Mr. Brennan has ‘‘the mind, 
heart and soul of a great jurist’’ and a 
‘‘keen understanding of the legal issues 
in sophisticated and complex litiga-
tion.’’ 

Like Judge Engelhardt, Mr. Brennan 
has my full support, and I encourage 
my colleagues to join me in voting to 
confirm another fine nominee this 
week. 

TAX REFORM 
Mr. President, on a final matter, it 

seems that every day brings another 
piece of good news for middle-class 
workers and families and, like clock-
work, another desperate attempt by 
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