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IN RECOGNITION OF ALL THINGS 
ARTISTIC MINISTRIES’ COMMIT-
MENT TO ARTS EDUCATION 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize All Things Artistic Ministries for their 
annual History Alive program. Their efforts en-
rich the lives of Michigan students through 
their programming. 

Established in 2009 by Dr. Debby Mitchell, 
All Things Artistic Ministries was founded in 
the hopes of creating a community of artistic 
Michigan residents who would like to cultivate 
a love for the arts and humanities in the next 
generation. Four years after it was created, 
Dr. Mitchell designated Ypsilanti, Michigan as 
its main outreach area for arts education and 
student programming. The organization puts 
on a variety of youth programming including 
an eight-week ‘‘Art in the Park’’ summer pro-
gram, formation groups for artists and creative 
writing workshops. All Things Artistic Ministries 
engages a diverse student body and helps 
grow their love for the arts and creative stud-
ies. 

This year marks the 5th annual History 
Alive: Standing on the Shoulders of Giants 
Program put on by All Things Artistic Min-
istries in conjunction with Washtenaw County 
schools. The program runs for 14–weeks and 
allows 5th to 12th grade students to write, 
stage, and put on a play based on the lives of 
two distinguished Washtenaw County resi-
dents. The students first interview the ‘‘giants’’ 
and then write a play based on their lives and 
accomplishments. Approximately 50 students 
are involved in the final stage production and 
participate in singing, dancing, acting, photog-
raphy, sound technology and stage crafting. 
This year’s honorees are Reverend Garther 
Roberson and Greg Harden, two Washtenaw 
County community members who represent 
the best of southeast Michigan. We are grate-
ful for All Things Artistic Ministries’ service to 
our state’s youth and look forward to their con-
tinued programming in the years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring All Things Artistic Ministries for 
their creative programming for Michigan youth. 
Their educational initiatives inspire our next 
generation of leaders to dream big and think 
outside the box. 

f 

SAFE WALK HOME NORTHSIDE 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, the skies of 
Houston, Texas were filled with ominous 
clouds on May 17, 2016. The school bell rang, 
dismissing students from John Marshall Middle 

School. Josue Flores usually would have 
headed home, but instead he stayed after 
hours, participating in a science club celebra-
tion. After all, Josue wanted to be a doctor, 
science was his passion. As the celebration 
wound down, Josue headed home, making the 
trek along the streets on the North side of 
Houston. Little did he know that it would be 
the last time he ever walked home. A criminal 
approached the young boy, stopping him in 
his tracks. The evil murderer proceeded to 
stab him over and over and over again—twen-
ty times in all. Josue’s senseless and brutal 
death shocked the entire community. The 
clouds pressed down heavier, the death of an 
innocent child weighing on everyone’s mind. 
No child should be in danger by simply walk-
ing home from school. 

In the weeks following Josue’s death, his 
community took action—the senseless vio-
lence must end. Soon, the ‘‘Safe Walk Home 
Northside’’ program was organized by Stella 
Mireles-Walters. A group of 100 volunteers 
stepped forward, determined to keep our chil-
dren safe. A Safe Walk Home Northside aims 
for every resident or person in the area to 
keep an eye out for the children as they walk 
to and from school. It is because of their dedi-
cation and effort, that parents, local store em-
ployees, and many others have started to as-
sist in guarding the streets during school 
hours. As a former judge in Houston, I have 
always been impressed the way neighbors 
take care of neighbors in Houston. The Safe 
Walk Home program has already begun mak-
ing an impact and changes are evident in the 
community. Recently, Houstonian Cecilia Ruiz, 
helped law enforcement stop a kidnapper, in-
tent on kidnapping a young teenage girl. Ruiz 
witnessed the young girl being forced into a 
vehicle as she walked down the sidewalk to 
school. A mother herself, Ruiz’s instincts 
kicked in. She sprang into action: Ruiz and 
her daughter didn’t just call 911, they stopped 
the perpetrator, bringing the young girl safe 
into their arms. 

Mr. Speaker, any good southerner knows 
that one of the biggest mistakes you can 
make is to underestimate a Texas woman. But 
apparently, the dastardly criminal hadn’t quite 
learned his lesson yet. As the villain fled the 
scene of the crime, the mother-daughter duo 
made chase, tracking the vehicle through a 
high-speed pursuit and recording the license 
plates. It wasn’t until the vehicle fell into a 
ditch and the police arrived, that she felt her 
good Samaritan duties were fulfilled. I repeat 
Mr. Speaker, never underestimate a Texas 
woman. 

Today, there is one less missing person’s 
face haunting the dreams of Houston Police 
Department’s finest, all because Cecila Ruiz 
took action; one more perpetrator behind bars. 
Programs like a Safe Walk Home Northside 
are building our communities and ensuring 
that stories like Josue Flores never happen 
again. 

And that’s just the way it is. 

HONORING THE DISTINGUISHED 
SERVICE OF COLONEL DAVID J. 
PINTER, SR. 

HON. RON KIND 
OF WISCONSIN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. KIND. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
the distinguished service of Colonel David J. 
Pinter, Sr. whose tenure as Garrison Com-
mander at Fort McCoy, Wisconsin, concludes 
May 19, 2018. Colonel Pinter assumed duties 
as Garrison Commander at Fort McCoy on 
March 11, 2016. 

Colonel Pinter’s 29 years of dedicated serv-
ice in the U.S. Army is noteworthy in every re-
spect. He earned a bachelor’s degree from the 
University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa; a master’s 
degree in Business and Policy Studies from 
Empire State College, Saratoga Springs, N.Y.; 
and a master’s degree in National Security 
Strategy from the National War College, 
Washington, D.C. His military education in-
cludes the Combined Arms and Service Staff 
School, the U.S. Army Command and General 
Staff College, and the National War College. 

Colonel Pinter received his Army commis-
sion in 1989 from the University of Iowa Re-
serve Officer Training Corps program. He en-
tered active duty and attended the Army Avia-
tion School for flight training and then was as-
signed as a Platoon Leader with the 1st Bat-
talion, 501st Aviation Regiment in Korea. He 
next served with the 10th Mountain Division, 
Fort Drum, N.Y., as a Platoon Leader and Bat-
talion Flight Operations Officer. He then was 
assigned as Aviation Company Commander 
and 12th Aviation Brigade Operations Planner 
with support to V Corps in Germany. Pinter re-
turned to the 10th Mountain Division and 
began training for certification in the Army Ac-
quisition Corps. He deployed to Kosovo in 
support of the Joint Contracting Cell and con-
tinued his Acquisition career as an Aviation 
Material Development Branch Chief with the 
Aviation Combat Development Directorate. His 
follow-on assignment was as the Project Man-
ager and Operations Officer to the Soldier, Bi-
ological, Chemical Command, and he then 
worked with the Office of the Surgeon General 
to field Chem-bio Protective Systems to Com-
bat Support Hospitals and Forward Surgical 
Teams in the Iraq theater prior to and during 
the onset of the war. 

Colonel Pinter entered the Active Guard Re-
serve program in 2003 with duty at the Univer-
sity of Iowa as the Senior Assistant Military 
Professor. He then served as the Logistics Of-
ficer with the newly formed 11th Aviation Com-
mand leading efforts to establish logistical 
support for the Army Reserve Aviation Oper-
ations of 17 units in 14 states, followed by 
Aviation Battalion Command in support of Op-
eration Iraqi Freedom and Operation Enduring 
Freedom. Then, he served as a force man-
agement staff member in the Office of the 
Chief of the Army Reserve, as well as in the 
Office of the Assistants to the Chairman of the 
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Joint Chiefs of Staff for National Guard and 
Reserve Matters. Immediately prior to his as-
signment at Fort McCoy, he served as Divi-
sion Chief for the Homeland Defense Division 
of the Joint Staff J3 Operations Directorate, 
Washington, D.C. 

Colonel Pinter’s deployments include Soma-
lia, Haiti, Bosnia, Kosovo, and Iraq. Colonel 
Pinter has committed his life to serving our 
country and has received many deserving 
awards and decorations, including the De-
fense Superior Service Medal, Defense Meri-
torious Service Medal, Meritorious Service 
Medal with seven Oak Leaf Clusters, Army 
Commendation Medal with six Oak Leaf Clus-
ters, Army Achievement Medal with four Oak 
Leaf Clusters, Armed Forces Expeditionary 
Medal with three Bronze Service Stars, Hu-
manitarian Service Medal with two Bronze 
Service Stars, NATO medal with two Bronze 
Service Stars, United Nations Medal with two 
Bronze Service Stars, Joint Staff Identification 
Badge, Army Staff Identification Badge, Air-
borne Badge, Air Assault Badge, Combat 
Patch, Senior Aviator Badge, Ranger Tab, and 
Combat Action Badge. 

Under Colonel Pinter’s effective leadership, 
which has fostered the success of ‘‘Team 
McCoy,’’ Fort McCoy has received heightened 
awareness by senior leaders that have led to 
an increase in the transit training population, 
mobilization, medical and mission readiness of 
the U.S. military. Fort McCoy is one of six 
major Army Reserve garrisons, within the sev-
enty-five Army installation command garrisons, 
and under Colonel Pinter’s guidance, it is the 
only one to receive the Army Community of 
Excellence Award two years in a row. Addi-
tionally, during his tenure, Colonel Pinter 
transitioned Fort McCoy’s business model into 
a four-seasons, cold-weather focused training 
model. Thanks to Colonel Pinter, Fort McCoy 
is well positioned for the future. 

It has been an honor for me to serve as 
U.S. Representative for Wisconsin’s Third 
Congressional District during Colonel Pinter’s 
tenure at Fort McCoy. I know Colonel Pinter’s 
leadership will be greatly missed at the base 
and surrounding communities, but I am thank-
ful for his leadership and contributions to en-
suring that Fort McCoy remains a shining star 
in the nation’s military training infrastructure. 

On behalf of my constituents in Wisconsin 
and a grateful nation, I would like to thank and 
commend Colonel David J. Pinter, Sr. for his 
years of dedicated service in the U.S. Army 
and in particular as Garrison Commander at 
Fort McCoy. I wish him, his wife, and children 
the very best as they turn the page on the 
next chapter of their lives. 

f 

HONORING LARRY SILLANPA: 
LABOR ADVOCATE AND LIFE-
LONG DULUTHIAN 

HON. RICHARD M. NOLAN 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. NOLAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Larry Sillanpa, of Duluth, Minnesota 
who will be retiring from the Labor World 
Newspaper after 29 years as Editor and Man-
ager. Over the years Larry has proven himself 
to be a tireless advocate for working people 
and an incredibly dedicated and successful 

Editor, never missing a deadline in 668 issues 
printed. His dedicated service to The Labor 
World, the oldest Labor paper in Minnesota 
and one of the oldest in the country, helped 
guide the publication through uncertain times 
for print media and grow to reach even more 
readers across the Northland. 

Larry’s career as a newspaper man began 
at the age of seven with his first job delivering 
newspapers for the Duluth Herald and News 
Tribune at the rate of a quarter for a days’ 
work. He worked many paper routes in his 
younger years throughout West Duluth and 
the Central Hillside neighborhood. 

Over the next few decades, Larry worked 
for many of the pillars of Duluth’s economy 
and community such as, the Duluth School 
District, the Norshor Theatre, the State of Min-
nesota, the U.S. Steel Plant in Morgan Park, 
and sailed on the Great Lakes for Republic 
Steel. He also attended the University of Min-
nesota Duluth (UMD), and wrote for the UMD 
Statesman. 

Today, after 29 years as Editor of the Labor 
World, he has become one of those pillars of 
the Duluth community. Also, a proud lifelong 
Duluthian, Larry has lived on the same plot of 
land in northern Minnesota for 44 years. He 
and his wife Jennifer built their home on the 
same land after their marriage in 1994. 

Throughout his career Larry has been an in-
credible advocate for workers and the Labor 
Movement. He has doggedly taken politicians 
and corporations to task for neglecting their 
obligations to the people who make our econ-
omy work, and highlighted all the efforts by 
working people to build a better life for the 
working class. Under his leadership he 
brought the paper from the age of type setting 
to the age of computers and carefully oversaw 
the reach of the Labor World grow as it in-
creased in circulation by 65 percent. 

I ask my colleagues in Congress to join me 
in recognizing Larry Sillanpa for his years of 
service to the Labor Movement and northern 
Minnesota. I thank Larry for keeping the Labor 
World newspaper alive and leaving it in a po-
sition to thrive into the future. Although he’s fi-
nally giving up his paper route, his printed 
word will live on forever. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LUIS V. GUTIÉRREZ 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. GUTIÉRREZ. Mr. Speaker, I was un-
avoidably absent in the House chamber for 
Roll Call votes 169, 170, 171, and 172 on 
Tuesday, May 8, 2018. Had I been present, I 
would have voted Nay. 

f 

RECOGNIZING KERN CARPENTER 
ON INDUCTION TO DADE COUNTY 
FARM BUREAU HALL OF HONOR 

HON. ILEANA ROS-LEHTINEN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to congratulate Director Kern Carpenter of 
the Miami-Dade County Farm Bureau, on his 
induction to the Farm Bureau Hall of Honor. 

A third generation farmer with a rich history 
in tomato production; Mr. Carpenter and his 
family have dedicated their lives to preserving 
the beauty and prestige of Florida’s agri-
culture. 

At a young age, Kern lost his father to can-
cer and not long after; the farm he loved. 
However, Kern never lost sight of his family’s 
heritage and worked hard to one day run his 
very own farm. 

In 1983, Kern successfully renewed his fam-
ily’s farming legacy and opened Kern Car-
penter Farms. 

Today, that passion and drive Kern pos-
sessed at such a young age, continues to im-
pact so many farmers and serves as an inspi-
ration throughout our South Florida commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, it is individuals like Kern that 
encompass the American spirit we all hold so 
dear. I wish him the very best in his future en-
deavors, and congratulate him on this much 
deserved honor. Congratulations my friend 
(Felicidades amigo). 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JARED HUFFMAN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. HUFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on the day of 
April 27, I was unavoidably detained. As a re-
sult, I was absent for Roll Call votes 163 
through 166. Had I been present, I would have 
voted in the following manner: for Roll Call 
vote 163, on agreeing to the amendment on of 
H.R. 4, I would have voted no; for Roll Call 
vote 164, on motion to recommit with instruc-
tions of H.R. 4, I would have voted yes; for 
vote 165, on passage of H.R. 4, I would have 
voted yes; and for Roll Call vote 166, on mo-
tion to table H. Res. 856, I would have voted 
no. 

f 

HONORING THE WORLD WAR II 
AND KOREAN WAR VETERANS 
OF ILLINOIS 

HON. MIKE QUIGLEY 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. QUIGLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to honor 
the World War II and Korean War veterans 
who traveled to Washington, D.C. on May 9, 
2018 with Honor Flight Chicago, a program 
that provides World War II and Korean War 
veterans the opportunity to visit their memo-
rials on The National Mall in Washington, D.C. 
These memorials were built to honor their 
courage and service to their country. 

The American Veteran is one of our great-
est treasures. The Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, 
Marines, and Coast Guardsmen who traveled 
here on May 9th answered our nation’s call to 
service during one of its greatest times of 
need. From the European Campaign to the 
Pacific Asian Theatre to the African Theater, 
these brave Americans risked life and limb, 
gave service and sacrificed much, all while 
embodying what it is to be a hero. We owe 
them more gratitude than can ever be ex-
pressed. 
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I welcome these brave veterans to Wash-

ington and to their memorials. I am proud to 
include in the RECORD the names of these 
men and women for all to see, hear, and rec-
ognize, and I call on my colleagues to rise and 
join me in expressing gratitude. 

John Albanese, Richard A Anderson, Je-
rome Bartkiewicz, Richard J Bauer, William J 
Bauer, Donald E Bennett, Dale Berman, Frank 
W Braman Jr., William K Bruinius, Edvins 
Budenieks, Dale P Buhl, James J Burke, 
David Byster, Walter R Cannon, Roy A Carl-
son, Michael L Carreon, Clement J Cerney, 
Ernest E Chapman, Steve Cizmar, Don R 
Copeland, John R Cory, Arnold D Cowen, Er-
nest D Curtis, Einar S Dahl, Robert J Dahms, 
William T DeCicco, Louis G Diaz, Thomas J 
DiBernardo, Robert H Dolph Sr., Donald L 
Earley, Eugene Ehrhardt, Adolph F Ermer, 
Calvin Farmer Jr., Justin R. Farrar, Frank 
Femali, William E Fishman, Robert L Fogt, 
John V Frega, Gerald Gardner, Charles Glick-
man, Earle F Griebler, Charles A Griffea, 
Terry S Hensley, Richard W Hess, John F 
Homan, Leroy A Howatt, Clifford W Jenkins, 
Edward Kadlec, Kenneth D Koehler, Kenneth 
Kuhr, Florian Kurcab, Donald LaMorte, An-
drew Langas, Daniel Leary, Jack E Levitt, 
Maurice Lord, Edward A Lustyk, Lewis J 
Maine, Jack EMartin, Robert Mau, Harry M 
McCullagh, Lowell G McDonnell, Joel D 
Meisles, Donald E Mentz, Norbert Milzarek, 
LeRoy Mistro, Walter C Moore, Ralph W 
Mueller, Jerry Netolicky, Gerald W 
Nordengren, Thadeus Obora, Gilbert D Oden, 
Neil C Olson, Jerome J O’Reilly, Arden Peter-
son, Leonard Petrulis, Richard Pisarcik, Ro-
land Puccinelli, Joseph A Putz, John A Raven, 
George Revelas, George A Riebesehl, Wally 
Rivera, Henry B Roberson, Donald E Roberts, 
Robert J Saraz, Jimmie Vavern Schoon, 
Edwin Schwendt, Robert E Shea, Ralph F 
Sherman, John H Skipworth, John Spoor, 
Walter Spuck, Stanley J Stanish, Robert 
Stavrakas, Richard A Stuercke, Joseph H. 
Taylor, Gordon A. Vaundry, Robert M Ward, 
Paul J Weiss, Gordon Westlind, Thomas A 
Wisinski, Donald A Yarashus, Phillip C Zagon. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF GREG HARD-
EN’S MOTIVATIONAL LEADER-
SHIP 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize All Things Artistic Ministries for their 
annual History Alive program. Their efforts en-
rich the lives of Michigan students through 
their programming. 

Established in 2009, Dr. Debby Mitchell 
founded All Things Artistic Ministries in the 
hopes of creating a community of artistic 
Michigan residents who would like to cultivate 
a love for the arts and humanities in the next 
generation. Four years after it was created, 
Dr. Mitchell designated Ypsilanti, Michigan as 
its main outreach area for arts education and 
student programming. This year marks the 5th 
annual History Alive: Standing on the Shoul-
ders of Giants Program put on by All Things 
Artistic Ministries in conjunction with the 
Washtenaw Community schools. The program 
runs for 14-weeks and allows 5th to 12th 

grade students to write, stage, and put on a 
play based on the lives of two distinguished 
Washtenaw County residents. This year’s hon-
orees are Reverend Garther Roberson and 
Greg Harden, two Washtenaw County commu-
nity members who represent the best of south-
east Michigan. 

Mr. Greg Harden is a world-renowned life 
coach and motivational speaker who calls 
southeast Michigan home. He grew up in De-
troit, Michigan and took jobs as a steelworker 
and TV cameraman before returning to school. 
Mr. Harden received his bachelor’s degree at 
the University of Michigan and was hired as a 
counselor at a residential drug and alcohol 
treatment center in Ypsilanti, Michigan. Due to 
his reputation as a caring and passionate indi-
vidual, he was then hired on as a student-ath-
lete counselor at U of M in 1986 under football 
coach Bo Schembechler. It was through his 
work at the University that he impacted the 
lives of countless athletes and leaders includ-
ing Tom Brady and Desmond Howard. His 
life’s work shows us that one person can 
make a difference in the lives of many. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Greg Harden for his lifetime of mo-
tivational counseling. His leadership inspires 
us all to spread kindness and encourage 
those around us. 

f 

HONORING JACK ROUNTREE 

HON. DARRELL E. ISSA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. ISSA. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to honor 
Jack Rountree, a veteran of the United States 
Army, a builder, and an all-around great Amer-
ican. 

Jack has been a builder from a young age. 
He was born into a middle-class family who 
owned a thriving trucking business. The Great 
Depression was a difficult period for their 
household as it was for so many across our 
country. It was at that time that Jack com-
pleted his first construction project: an over-
hang for the shed so he would not have to 
milk cows in the rain. He was thirteen when 
he completed that project. 

After graduating from High School Jack en-
listed in the United States Army where he was 
assigned to the Army’s Special Guard Military 
Police stationed at the Los Alamos Project in 
New Mexico. There he guarded the atomic 
bomb testing site at White Sands. There were 
a number of hazards associated with this posi-
tion not least of which was regular exposure to 
dangerous radiation. Jack rose through the 
ranks quickly and was honorably discharged in 
1948 as a sergeant. 

Following his service Jack returned home to 
Oregon to tend to his sick mother. After train-
ing to become a diesel mechanic he quickly 
realized his true passion was building. He 
began his construction career in 1952. Over 
the years he has received numerous awards 
for his work including the 1988 Craftsmanship 
Award of the Southwestern Oregon Chapter of 
the American Institute of Architects. 

Though he retired from his business Jack is 
still a builder at age 90 with the same spirit 
and drive he had as a teenager. Jack recently 
built a 28-foot-high prototype border wall on 
his property in Roseburg. His continued dedi-

cation to his craft and his country are com-
mendable. I wish him all the best and trust the 
whole House will join me in thanking him for 
his service to our country. 

f 

TREATIES OF VELASCO 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, on May 
14th, 1836, Texas officially became a free and 
independent nation. 

After the decisive victory at San Jacinto a 
few weeks earlier, interim Texas president 
David G. Burnett met with the defeated Anto-
nio Lopez de Santa Anna in the town of 
Velasco. 

Under the heat of the Texas sun, the two 
leaders signed treaties on behalf of their gov-
ernments. Little known to the general public, 
two treaties were signed. The first would be 
released to the public, with the second secre-
tive treaty only to be released once the first 
treaty was fulfilled. 

The public treaty forced Santa Anna to with-
draw his forces from Texas and forbade him 
from attacking Texas again. Additionally, he 
promised to restore confiscated property to 
Texans that had been taken by his forces dur-
ing the campaign. 

The second, secret agreement would lit-
erally go on to shape Texas as we know and 
love her today. The treaty held that the Rio 
Grande River would officially become the bor-
der between Texas and Mexico. Santa Anna 
also agreed to the arrangement of a treaty of 
commerce between his country and the new 
Republic of Texas as well as the establish-
ment of diplomatic missions in both countries. 

Mr. Speaker, this treaty represents an im-
portant moment in the history of Texas. Fol-
lowing the example of George Washington, 
who deferred to the judgement of the civilian 
government rather than dictating terms as 
commander-in-chief of the army, General Sam 
Houston refused to engage Santa Anna him-
self in talks about the treaty. Rather, he ful-
filled his legal obligation and insisted that the 
Mexican leader speak only with the Texas 
government about the terms of the treaty. 

By keeping his nerve, General Houston put 
the Texas Republic in a position to negotiate 
a meaningful and lasting peace with their 
Mexican adversaries. Sure enough, Texas got 
exactly what it wanted in the Treaty. The 
grand Republic of Texas sprung to life, as an 
independent, sovereign nation. 

Mr. Speaker, as a resident and representa-
tive of some of the residents of the city named 
after the Founding Father of Texas, it brings 
me great pride to recognize the Treaties of 
Velasco not only as an important event for the 
state of Texas but also for the United States 
as a whole. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. LOIS FRANKEL 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ms. FRANKEL of Florida. Mr. Speaker, on 
roll call votes 168 and 169, I was not present 
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because I was unavoidably detained. Had I 
been present, I would have voted: on Roll Call 
Vote 168: AYE; and on Roll Call Vote 169: 
NO. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF BOB 
NAEREBOUT RECEIVING THE 
BISHOP MICHAEL DRISCOLL 
AWARD 

HON. MICHAEL K. SIMPSON 
OF IDAHO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. SIMPSON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the service of Bob Naerebout, a 
longtime champion of Idaho’s dairy and agri-
culture industries. Bob oversees government 
affairs for the Idaho Dairymen’s Association 
and formerly served as their Executive Direc-
tor for 15 years. He was recently recognized 
by the Catholic Diocese of Boise with the 
Bishop Michael Driscoll Award. The award 
recognizes individuals ‘‘who have served in 
love and justice the needs of those in our 
community who are less fortunate, left behind, 
or in any way marginalized.’’ Bob’s passionate 
cause is bringing agricultural laborers out of 
the shadows. Bob’s service to laborers in Ida-
ho’s dairy and agriculture industry has been a 
brave service of moral and economic impor-
tance. 

Prior to coming to Idaho, Bob graduated 
from Michigan State University and managed 
the Dairy Research and Teaching Center, as 
well as his own dairy in McBain, Michigan. 
Bob and his family went west to Utah when he 
worked for Dairy Farmers of America, a mar-
keting cooperative of nearly 14,000 farm fami-
lies. In 2002, he moved to Idaho, where he 
served as Executive Director of the Idaho 
Dairymen’s Association. 

From his first days in Idaho, Bob brought a 
fresh perspective to addressing the challenges 
facing Idaho’s growing dairy industry. Bob 
went to work on a number of regulatory re-
forms affecting the industry. These included a 
memorandum of understanding between the 
industry, the Idaho State Department of Agri-
culture, and the U.S. Environmental Protection 
Agency, that ensured practical and effective 
environmental regulation of Idaho’s dairies. In 
Idaho, policymakers know that if you want to 
talk dairy, you had better visit with Bob 
Naerebout. 

Idaho’s dairy industry has rapidly expanded 
its economic footprint across the state, espe-
cially in the Magic Valley. Bob has played no 
small role in this growth. As producers and 
processors alike looked for a new home where 
they could expand, Bob would seize opportu-
nities to introduce them to Idaho. He would 
help find a way to ensure that Idaho would be 
a great place to do business. For example, 
Bob worked to bring Chobani to Idaho to build 
the largest yogurt plant in the world. 

Today, Idaho is the third largest dairy state 
in the U.S. The Boise Diocese’s Driscoll award 
recognizes Bob’s work with these most vulner-
able of new citizens, many of whom are 
Catholic and all of whom are trying to make a 
better life and a fresh start for their families. 
Theirs is the same pioneer spirit that settled 
our country—from Virginia to Michigan to 
Idaho—since its founding. 

Bob’s work on behalf of the dairy industry 
recognizes a very simple fact about immigra-

tion—it is an issue of vital economic and moral 
importance. Bob believes every corner of 
Idaho benefits from the tremendous strength 
and productivity of our agricultural industry. 

Bob has advocated for common sense im-
migration reform, and has been part of a team 
that has helped build Idaho’s dairy industry 
into an economic powerhouse. All the while, 
Bob has put a human face on the debate of 
immigration. That human face—with its diver-
sity and optimism for a better life—is a face 
that is an integral part of the fabric of Amer-
ican agriculture. 

I offer my congratulations to Bob Naerebout 
for the recognition of his good work, and thank 
him for reminding us all of the importance of 
being a better citizen and friend to those look-
ing for that same opportunity. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF PASTOR 
GARTHER ROBERSON, JR. FOR 
HIS SERVICE TO THE YPSILANTI 
COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Pastor Garther Roberson, Jr. for his 
decades of service to the Ypsilanti community. 
Pastor Roberson has provided spiritual guid-
ance as leader of the Mt. Olive Baptist Church 
and community assistance through his involve-
ment with local nonprofits and advocacy 
groups. 

As a lifelong resident of southeast Michigan, 
Pastor Roberson has been a critical leader in 
the community throughout Ypsilanti’s growth 
and development. Prior to becoming a pastor, 
he was involved with the Second Baptist 
Church in Ypsilanti, where he directed youth 
activities and served as a deacon from 1967 
to 1977. After being ordained as a Reverend 
by Pastor B.T. Hopkins at Second Baptist 
Church in 1979, Roberson was named Pastor 
of the Mount Olive Baptist Church in Ypsilanti, 
where he has served since. Under Pastor 
Roberson’s leadership, Mount Olive grew to 
become a pillar of the Ypsilanti community, of-
fering support and guidance to its congrega-
tion and other individuals in need. Additionally, 
Pastor Roberson has been active in local 
charitable and religious organizations, includ-
ing the President of the Minister’s Alliance of 
Ypsilanti and the President of the Huron Val-
ley District Congress of Christian Education; 
where he has utilized his experience as a faith 
leader to provide assistance to the city at 
large. 

Pastor Roberson’s work and moral leader-
ship has helped revitalize the Ypsilanti com-
munity. Through his time as head of the 
Mount Olive Baptist Church, Pastor Roberson 
has become known as a friendly and wel-
coming presence dedicated to service and 
building a future for the city and its residents. 
He is recognized for his leadership, having 
served as a board member of local organiza-
tions including Hope Clinic, Students and 
Friends of Washtenaw Community College, 
and the regional branch of the National Asso-
ciation for the Advancement of Colored Peo-
ple. Pastor Roberson has been an effective 
advocate for the city and its residents, and we 
are grateful for his years of service and guid-
ance. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Pastor Garther Roberson, Jr. for 
his work in the Ypsilanti community. Pastor 
Roberson has impacted countless lives 
through his leadership and efforts. 

f 

HONORING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF WILLIAM PENN ELE-
MENTARY SCHOOL 

HON. KEVIN McCARTHY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. MCCARTHY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary of Wil-
liam Penn Elementary School. 

Opened in September of 1917, William 
Penn started as a five-classroom schoolhouse 
in the heart of downtown Bakersfield. The 
tenth school added to the Bakersfield City 
School District, William Penn opened to one 
hundred and sixteen students, from kinder-
garten to fourth grade under the tutelage of 
then-principal Ms. Eleanor Pavey. 

Much like the city it called home, William 
Penn quickly grew from its humble, small-town 
roots, adding an additional four classrooms in 
1925 to accommodate a rapidly-growing stu-
dent body. During World War II, William Penn 
stressed the importance of patriotism in its 
student body, and its teachers instilled a re-
spect for America’s Armed Services in the 
young minds humming through the school’s 
corridors. To support the American war effort, 
students at William Penn planted victory gar-
dens, collected paper for paper drives, pur-
chased war bonds, and knitted afghans to be 
given to soldiers serving abroad. 

In the summer of 1952, disaster struck. A 
7.3 magnitude earthquake along California’s 
White Wolf Fault, the third largest in recorded 
California, damaged much of the school and 
its grounds. The damage was so great that 
William Penn was condemned, and its student 
body was relocated to Wayside Elementary 
School along with students from other Bakers-
field City damaged schools. The students of 
William Penn, however, were undeterred and 
made it their mission to rescue their neighbor-
hood school. Each afternoon, students would 
hold a carnival to raise funds to reconstruct 
William Penn from the ground up, and with the 
help of the Bakersfield City School District, 
students returned to William Penn Elementary 
in January 1955. 

Today, William Penn serves nearly 300 stu-
dents from kindergarten through fifth grade. 
The school is currently led by Principal Mar-
shall Dillard and its mission could not be pos-
sible without his leadership and the passion 
and hard work of a stellar team of educators 
including: Alicia Lifquist, Leticia Pacheco 
Contreras, Robin Johnston, Adriana Hum-
phrey, Sarah Abraham, Janette Hubbell, Ni-
cole Craig, Monica Garza, Leonel Gamino, 
Crystal Ullrich, Sheryl Daniel, Laurie Kessler, 
Matthew Lundin, and Kirsten Roza, as well as 
office and support staff Theresa Blair, Elosia 
Kelley, Susana Lizardo Hammock, Tina 
Estrada, Melissa Ednalino, Andrew Morales, 
Maritza Zuniga, and Monica Gonzales. 

The measure of a school like William Penn 
isn’t the mere 100 years of its existence; it is 
the generations of students whose dreams 
and opportunities have been shaped by the 
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education and influence so passionately driven 
by their teachers, parents, and community. 
William Penn’s story is one of love of country 
and community and dedication to its students. 
This school is a part of what makes Bakers-
field such a great place to live and grow up in. 
As one of Bakersfield’s oldest schools, it re-
mains an icon in our community, and on be-
half of our community, I wish William Penn an-
other century of academic excellence. 

f 

FLORIDA’S 16TH DISTRICT CON-
GRESSIONAL LAW ENFORCE-
MENT AWARDS 

HON. VERN BUCHANAN 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. BUCHANAN. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to pay tribute to law enforcement men and 
women who have provided distinctive service 
to the people of Florida’s 16th Congressional 
District. 

Law enforcement is a demanding profession 
that requires sacrifice, courage and a dedica-
tion to serve others. Every day, brave men 
and women put themselves in harm’s way to 
enforce the laws of our society and protect 
public safety. They deserve our gratitude and 
respect. 

Seven years ago, I established the 16th Dis-
trict Congressional Law Enforcement Awards, 
CLEA, to give special recognition to law en-
forcement officers, departments, or units for 
exceptional achievement. 

This year, I will present congressional law 
enforcement awards to the following winners 
chosen by an independent panel comprised of 
current and retired law enforcement personnel 
representing a cross-section of the district’s 
law enforcement community. 

Ms. Carolyn Mason, a citizen affiliated with 
the Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office, will re-
ceive the Associate Service Award. 

Lieutenant William Tracy of the Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Office, Major John Baumann 
and Captain John F. Donovan of the Florida 
Highway Patrol, Detective David Tuck of the 
Sarasota County Sheriff’s Office and Sergeant 
Michael Kenyan of the Manatee County Sher-
iff’s Office will receive the Career Service 
Award. 

Detective Frank Coleman of the City of Bra-
denton Police Department, Trooper Kenneth 
Watson of the Florida Highway Patrol, Ser-
geant Bruce King and Officer Chase 
Gloeckner of the City of Sarasota Police De-
partment and Detective Joseph Petta of the 
Manatee County Sheriff’s Office will receive 
the Dedication and Professionalism Award. 

Deputy Willie Finklea of the Manatee Coun-
ty Sheriff’s Office and Detective Ashely 
Lindeman of the Hillsborough County Sheriff’s 
Office will receive the Above and Beyond the 
Call of Duty Award. 

Trooper Gerry Smith of the Florida Highway 
Patrol, Sergeant Jeffrey Steiner, Officer Elise 
Schanley, Officer Derrick Gilbert, Officer Devin 
Epps, Officer Ronald Dixon, Officer Sean 
Gleason, Officer Kevin Sullivan, Sergeant An-
thony Frangioni and Officer Bryan Lundstrom 
of the City of Sarasota Police Department, 
Deputy Efrain Taveras of the Hillsborough 
County Sheriff’s Office, Deputy Carmine 
Luper, Deputy Terry Blake, Deputy Timothy 

Collins, Detective Dino Murges, Deputy Selina 
Sly and Deputy Jerod Wolfe of the Manatee 
County Sheriff’s Office will receive the Preser-
vation of Life Award. 

Sergeant Shawn Johnson, Detective James 
Klay, Detective Eric Wedin, Detective Eric Ellis 
and Civilian Brook Buzzell of the Sarasota 
County Sheriff’s Office’s Digital Forensics Lab 
will receive the Unit Citation Award. 

Captain Jim Rieser, Captain (ret.) Kevin 
Stiff, Lieutenant Michael Schwieterman, Ser-
geant Jaymi Delcos, Officer Clifton Bishop, Of-
ficer David Dubendorf, Officer Dan Griesdorn, 
Officer Matthew Grochowski, Officer Matthew 
Kimball, Case Manager Krystal Frazier and 
Legal Advisor Joseph Polzak of the Sarasota 
Police Department’s Homeless Outreach 
Team will receive the Unit Citation Award. 

Lieutenant Darin Bankert, Sergeant Karen 
DeVries, Detective Charles Butler, Detective 
Darryl Davis, Detective Daniel Dickerman, De-
tective Benjamin Main and Detective Rabun 
Moss of the Manatee County Sheriff’s Office, 
Lieutenant Bob Bourque of the Longboat Key 
Police Department, Detective Chad Oyler of 
the Palmetto Police Department, Sergeant 
Brian Hall of the Holmes Beach Police Depart-
ment, Sergeant Lenard Diaz of the Bradenton 
Beach Police Department and Detective 
James Curulla of the City of Bradenton Police 
Department will receive the Manatee Homicide 
Investigative Unit Citation Award. 

f 

RECOGNIZING MARYMOUNT UNI-
VERSITY PRESIDENT DR. MAT-
THEW D. SHANK 

HON. DONALD S. BEYER, JR. 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. BEYER. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Dr. Matthew D. Shank, who has 
served as Marymount University’s sixth presi-
dent since July 2011. With a strong commit-
ment to Catholic higher education and an un-
derstanding of Marymount’s diverse and inclu-
sive learning environment, he began his first 
year by initiating a visioning process to clarify 
the University’s identity and way forward. Input 
from the Marymount community contributed to 
the resulting vision, which states in part that 
‘‘Marymount University will distinguish itself 
through a culture of engagement that fosters 
intellectual curiosity, service to others, and a 
global perspective.’’ 

In recognition of his focus on preparing stu-
dents for the globalized environment of the 
21st century, Dr. Shank received the 2012 
Global Education Leadership Award from the 
World Affairs Council-Washington, D.C. Ac-
cepting the award on behalf of the University, 
he said, ‘‘The Council and Marymount share a 
common goal: Both organizations educate 
young people about global issues so that they 
will be prepared for success as citizens of a 
complex, diverse, and increasingly inter-
dependent global community.’’ Under his lead-
ership, Marymount University has created and 
implemented a strategic plan known as ‘‘Build-
ing the Institution of Choice’’ and a com-
prehensive marketing plan called ‘‘Common 
Ground’’. 

Dr. Shank also instituted an employee in-
centive program, Ideas at Work, to solicit cost- 
saving, revenue generating, and process-im-

provement ideas from members of the Univer-
sity community. President Shank is active in 
community and business organizations, serv-
ing on the boards of the Greater Washington 
Board of Trade, the Northern Virginia Tech-
nology Council, the Arlington Community 
Foundation, the Catholic Business Network of 
Northern Virginia, the World Affairs Council, 
Bishop O’Connell High School, and the Lead-
ership Center for Excellence. He is an ex-offi-
cio member of the Northern Virginia Chamber 
of Commerce, and a community advisor to the 
Arlington Free Clinic, Arlington Public Schools 
and the Hispanic Scholarship Fund Advisory 
Council. 

In the academic community, he serves on 
the boards of the Consortium of Universities of 
the Washington Metropolitan Area, the Virginia 
Foundation for Independent Colleges, and the 
Washington Research Library Consortium. 
Most recently, Dr. Shank was named to the 
NCAA Presidential Advisory Group & Presi-
dent’s Council. As Marymount’s president, Dr. 
Shank is also a member of many academic 
organizations, including the American Associa-
tion of Colleges and Universities, the Associa-
tion of Catholic Colleges and Universities, the 
National Association of Independent Colleges 
and Universities, and the State Council of 
Higher Education for Virginia. 

At the end of his seven-year tenure, Dr. 
Shank’s visionary leadership will have resulted 
in numerous milestone accomplishments for 
the institution. Chief among them is the 
crafting and implementation of the strategic 
plan, Building the Institution of Choice, which 
is in its final year of execution. The Univer-
sity’s $40 million capital campaign goal will be 
met and exceeded at the end of this fiscal 
year, two years ahead of schedule. The Mas-
ter Plan, which meticulously lays out the vision 
for campus growth and renewal, has been de-
veloped. The much-celebrated opening of the 
new Ballston Center was a highlight of the fall 
2017 semester. A significant expansion in 
sports programs and alignment with a new 
athletics conference was approved by the 
NCAA in February 2018 with competition to 
commence in the Fall of 2018. 

Marymount University is a leading institution 
of higher education in my district and all who 
knew and worked with him and the University 
will miss his leadership, but we wish him great 
success in his future undertakings. 

f 

PROCLAIMING THE IMPORTANCE 
OF THE TUIDANG MOVEMENT TO 
INCREASING HUMAN LIBERTY IN 
CHINA 

HON. STEVE KING 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. KING of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, in Novem-
ber 2004, the publication of ‘‘Nine Com-
mentaries on the Communist Party’’ by the 
United States-based media outlet, the Epoch 
Times, revealed the brutal, deceptive, evil na-
ture of the Chinese Communist Party. These 
‘‘Nine Commentaries’’ led to the creation of 
the Tuidang movement. Tuidang literally 
means ‘‘withdraw from the Party’’. The 
Tuidang Movement is contributing to the lib-
eration of the minds of the Chinese people 
and helping to peacefully break the cycle of in-
doctrination that the Chinese Communist Party 
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(CCP) uses against the Chinese people. 
Tuidang allows individuals to renounce the 
oaths they made to the Communist Party, the 
Communist Youth League and the Communist 
Young Pioneers. 

Tuidang is not a political movement and 
does not provide political solutions. It simply 
helps Chinese people reclaim their God-given 
conscience. The Tuidang Movement, as one 
of the largest and longest grassroots move-
ments in 5,000 years of Chinese history, is 
peacefully guiding Chinese people to renew 
the moral foundation of China that is grounded 
in authentic Chinese culture and traditions. 
The objective of the Tuidang movement, first 
and foremost, is to cut the spiritual ties of 
each and every individual to communism so 
that they can return to their traditional values 
and freely pursue God. The weakening of 
CCP from within would be beneficial to the en-
tire world. The Tuidang movement has 
brought to the international community a re-
newed vision of a new China without CCP, 
and a world without infiltration of Communists. 

Chinese people from all walks of life and 
from all over the country participate in the 
Tuidang Movement, irrespective of social sta-
tus, age, religion, gender, dialect, place of 
birth, and ethnicity. In the United States, the 
Global Service Center for Quitting the Chinese 
Communist Party (the Tuidang Center), based 
in New York, has been providing volunteering 
services and coordinating the efforts of 
Tuidang world-wide. 

Mr. Speaker, again, I applaud and stand 
with all the brave participants, volunteers, and 
supporters of the Tuidang movement. I look 
forward to the realization of a free China, com-
plete with the pillars of a free society, and I 
take this opportunity to echo the words of 
Barry Goldwater when he said, ‘‘I have great 
affection for the Chinese people, their culture, 
their skills, and their potential.’’ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF WAYNE COUN-
TY COMMUNITY COLLEGE DIS-
TRICT’S 50 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO MICHIGAN 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Wayne County Community College 
District (WCCCD) as they celebrate 50 years 
of service to Michigan students. Their efforts 
enrich countless lives through their edu-
cational programming and community service. 

Founded in 1967 by the Legislature of the 
State of Michigan, Wayne County Community 
College District opened its first campus in De-
troit with no facilities of its own. The seven- 
member Board of Trustees worked diligently to 
interview professors, establish programming 
and curricula and enroll students before the 
first semester began in fall 1969. The County 
of Wayne was a large resource for WCCCD 
throughout its first few years, providing class-
rooms and other necessities which formed a 
partnership that still exists today. The college’s 
positive reputation allowed it to expand 
throughout Wayne County, and there are now 
six WCCCD campuses throughout Michigan. 

Throughout its 50 years of service, WCCCD 
has expanded its course programming and 

partnerships throughout southeastern Michi-
gan. The University has established state of 
the art educational and entertainment facilities 
throughout the state, including the Michigan 
Institute of Public Safety Education, the Heinz 
C. Prechter Education and Performing Arts 
Center as well as two Mary Ellen Stempfle 
University Centers. The school continues to 
serve the state and country with its expansive 
and ever-growing academic programming. 
Classes and certifications range from video 
game design to cybersecurity, dental hygiene 
to anesthesia technology, teacher education to 
social work, and more. The college’s commit-
ment to providing hands-on teaching and pas-
sionate, well-qualified educators has set 
WCCCD apart as one of Michigan’s finest 
education institutions. Wayne County Commu-
nity College District has successfully served 
our community throughout the past 50 years, 
and it is my hope that they will continue their 
work in the years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Wayne County Community Col-
lege District during its 50-year anniversary 
celebration. WCCCD’s record of excellence is 
worthy of commendation. 

f 

CONGRATULATING CALEB ZEHR 
AND SAM RUBA 

HON. ROD BLUM 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. BLUM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to rec-
ognize the outstanding achievement of the 
two-person West Delaware High School team 
that competed at the National Auto Skills 
Competition in New York, NY. Teammates 
Caleb Zehr and Sam Ruba, both seniors at 
West Delaware, placed 2nd in the Nation with 
the guidance of their instructor Jason Guyer. 

The West Delaware team spent two days 
competing against 29 other teams attending 
the competition. The first day consisted of 
tests on tools, measuring instruments, vehicle 
components, and job interview skills. The fol-
lowing day, each team was put to the test by 
diagnosing and repairing various problems on 
an assigned car. After assessing each team, 
Caleb and Sam earned the highest standing in 
the history of West Delaware High School’s 
participation in the National Auto Skills Com-
petition. 

These students are bright, hard-working in-
dividuals that represented their high school 
and community in high regard. I wish them the 
best in their future automotive industry en-
deavors. 

f 

100TH BIRTHDAY OF MS. BESSIE 
SANDOLI 

HON. ROBERT A. BRADY 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. BRADY of Pennsylvania. Mr. Speaker, 
today I rise to honor and celebrate the 100th 
birthday of Ms. Bessie Sandoli. Ms. Sandoli, 
who will celebrate her birthday on June 1st, 
was born in 1918, just before the end of WWI. 

For over a half a century, Ms. Sandoli has 
been a proud resident of South Philadelphia at 

Girard Estate. It was there that she raised her 
five children, Edward, Rosalie, Maria, Joe and 
Nancy and was blessed with 9 grandchildren 
and 7 great grandchildren. The community has 
greatly benefited from Ms. Sandoli’s presence 
and her joyful smile. 

As Ms. Sandoli and her family celebrate her 
100th birthday on June 3rd, I am delighted to 
send her my best wishes and congratulations. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. BETTY McCOLLUM 
OF MINNESOTA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ms. MCCOLLUM. Mr. Speaker, I missed the 
vote on May 8, 2018 to disapprove of the 
guidance issued by Consumer Financial Pro-
tection Bureau (CFPB) regarding indirect auto 
lending and compliance with the Equal Credit 
Opportunity Act (ECOA). Had I been present, 
I would have voted no on this joint resolution. 

I strongly support the CFPB’s 2013 guid-
ance, which prevents indirect auto lenders 
from discriminating against minorities in offer-
ing credit, a practice the CFPB determined 
was occurring. In fact, a January, 2018 study 
from the National Fair Housing Alliance 
(NFHA) reveals just how widespread this dis-
crimination in auto lending still is. The NFHA 
study found that over the life of a loan, minor-
ity borrowers pay an average of $2,662 more 
than white borrowers, and minority borrowers 
are consistently offered less loan financing op-
tions than white borrowers. As a Member of 
Congress who represents a number of diverse 
and vibrant minority communities, including 
the historic Rondo Neighborhood, I find these 
discriminatory practices repugnant. Reversing 
course on the CFPB’s auto lending guidance 
would undermine their ability to enforce the 
ECOA and open up minority communities to 
further discrimination from indirect auto lend-
ers. 

Additionally, I strongly disagree with the use 
of the Congressional Review Act (CRA) to 
overturn this guidance. Using the CRA to 
overturn guidance issued five years ago, or 
any agency guidance for that matter, is not in 
keeping with congressional intent and is a 
gross overstep of power. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF CYRUS M. JOLLIVETTE 

HON. FREDERICA S. WILSON 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ms. WILSON of Florida. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to commemorate the life and legacy of 
a true ‘‘son of Florida,’’ Cyrus M. Jollivette. 

Mr. Speaker, Cyrus M. Jollivette, whom we 
affectionately called ‘‘Russ,’’ was for many 
decades a powerful and transformational force 
in the fields of health and higher education. 
He was a pillar in our community who worked 
tirelessly to help improve the lives of others 
through education. He was a civic leader, wise 
mentor, loving father, doting grandfather, and 
incredible friend. 

Russ is most recognized for his 24-year ten-
ure at the University of Miami, where he 
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helped to advance the university’s goal to be-
come one of the nation’s preeminent research 
institutions. He served in several senior-level 
positions, including executive assistant to 
President Edward T. Foote II and as vice 
president for government relations during one 
of the most dynamic growth periods in the uni-
versity’s history. Russ was so well regarded 
that his influence stretched across political di-
vides, enabling him to successfully lobby law-
makers for funding. His advocacy helped se-
cure millions of dollars for the university when 
he represented the institution in Tallahassee 
and in Washington, D.C. 

Russ’s tenure at the University of Miami 
was followed by various executive roles at 
Blue Cross Blue Shield of Florida, where he 
spearheaded efforts to bestow a generous gift 
to the university’s School of Nursing and 
Health Studies to provide scholarships for mi-
nority nursing students. 

Russ was a genuine advocate for African- 
American children, women, and men. He sup-
ported minority education and training to ad-
vance diversity in health science, specifically 
nursing schools and cancer centers through-
out the country. He was especially supportive 
of the nation’s historically black, Hispanic, and 
minority-serving colleges, including Florida Ag-
ricultural and Mechanical University, Florida 
International University, Morehouse College, 
and Spelman College. 

Russ’s contribution to higher-education ex-
tended far beyond the University of Miami. He 
worked with many of Florida’s schools, col-
leges and universities, including Florida State 
University, University of Florida, University of 
North Florida, Jacksonville University, Eckerd 
College, Barry University, and St. Thomas 
University, to improve the students’ learning 
experiences. Russ also served as the director 
of Florida Enterprise, helped establish the 
Florida Education Fund, and chaired the Na-
tional Council for the Advancement of Sec-
ondary Education and the Southern Gov-
ernors’ Education Board, to name a few. 

Russ also had a successful academic ca-
reer. He earned a Bachelor of Arts degree in 
business administration at Long Island Univer-
sity’s C.W. Post campus and a Master of Busi-
ness Administration in management from Long 
Island University. He also holds a Juris Doctor 
degree from the University of Miami School of 
Law. 

Russ has served many roles in his lifetime, 
but the one that he cherished the most was 
friend. Friendship was a special gift that Russ 
shared with so many, and those who’ve had 
the privilege of knowing him understand ex-
actly what I mean. 

As a graduate of the University of Miami, I 
am honored to recognize Russ for his dedica-
tion to education, academic excellence and 
creating access and opportunity where it did 
not previously exist. Russ was an exemplary 
public servant and will be missed by many. He 
leaves to cherish his memory one daughter, 
Lynn Jollivette Johns, and two grandchildren; 
his sisters, Regina Jollivette Frazier and Cleo 
L. Jollivette; and countless family and friends. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues and all 
Americans to please join me in paying hom-
age to the life of a great man, a great leader, 
a great father, and a great American, Cyrus 
M. Jollivette. 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE PAKI-
STAN WOMEN ASSOCIATION OF 
MICHIGAN FOR THEIR LEADER-
SHIP 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the Pakistan Women Association of 
Michigan (PWAM) as they are recognized by 
the American Human Rights Council (AHRC). 
The organization has been critical in protecting 
and advancing women’s rights in our state and 
internationally. 

Founded in 2014, the AHRC brings together 
community leaders and civil rights activists to 
promote and defend human rights defined in 
the United States’ Constitution and by the 
United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights. 
Initially focused on protecting and preserving 
the rights of prisoners, the AHRC has ex-
panded its advocacy efforts to address press-
ing humanitarian issues in the United States 
and abroad. The AHRC has been able to draw 
attention to human rights issues through its 
work with local and state partners, including 
the Pakistan Women Association of Michigan. 

Since its founding in 2009, PWAM has pro-
moted and strengthened the unity between 
Michigan’s diverse population and various eth-
nic groups. The organization is an active part 
of our southeastern Michigan community and 
partners with a variety of social, civic and edu-
cational initiatives to further their message and 
reach more women. Events held by the orga-
nization include an International Women’s Day 
celebration each year where women gather to 
discuss the progress made throughout the 
year and goals for the year ahead. PWAM’s 
advocacy for women of all ethnicities, religions 
and backgrounds has bettered our Michigan 
community, and I look forward to their contin-
ued contributions in the years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Pakistan Women Association 
of Michigan for their service to southeastern 
Michigan. Their work continues to inspire us to 
celebrate our differences and shows the com-
munity what strong women can accomplish 
when we come together. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. EVAN H. JENKINS 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. JENKINS of West Virginia. Mr. Speaker, 
had I been present, I would have voted on 
YEA Roll Call No. 169, YEA on Roll Call No. 
170, YEA on Roll Call No. 171, and YEA on 
Roll Call No. 172. 

f 

PERSONAL EXPLANATION 

HON. JAMES B. RENACCI 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. RENACCI. Mr. Speaker, as a cosponsor 
and automobile dealer myself, I would have 

proudly supported S.J. Res. 57. I am pleased 
to see this bipartisan legislation pass the 
House and head to the President’s desk. 

Had I been present, I would have voted 
YEA on Roll Call No. 169; YEA on Roll Call 
No. 170; YEA on Roll Call No. 171; and YEA 
on Roll Call No. 172. 

f 

IN HONOR OF THE 2018 DENTON 
COUNTY CHAMBERS OF COM-
MERCE FLY-IN 

HON. MICHAEL C. BURGESS 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. BURGESS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Denton County, Texas and mem-
bers of the Denton County Chambers of Com-
merce leadership delegation who have trav-
eled here to Washington, D.C. These local of-
ficials and business leaders understand that 
policy made in Washington impacts our local 
communities at home. 

During this productive visit, the group is 
meeting with members of leadership here in 
Congress, Department of Housing and Urban 
Development Secretary Ben Carson, as well 
as Senator TED CRUZ and Representatives 
from Texas and across the country. Addition-
ally, these leaders are meeting with members 
of the U.S. Chamber of Congress and other 
national business leaders. They also have had 
the opportunity to visit the White House and 
the Federal Bureau of Investigations Head-
quarters. 

Mr. Speaker, I include in the Record the fol-
lowing names of the Denton County delega-
tion: 

Rachel Bagley, Barry Bonds, Kevin Bryant, 
Fred Busche, Kevin Cruser, Andrew Eads, 
Lori Fickling, Barbara Fleming, Monica Glenn, 
Ken Heerman, Gary Henderson, Donna Her-
nandez, Kelly Heslep. 

Cindi Howard, Dan Irvin, Roy Jackson, Dan 
Jaworski, Brandon Jones, James Kunke, 
Sunny Lindsey, Mike Lombardo, Jana 
Onstead, Nate Prevost, Ryan Schroer, Lori 
Walker, Neal Walker, Charlotte Wilcox. 

f 

JAMES AVERY—THE TEXAS 
JEWELRY ICON 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, ask any 
Texan, the name James Avery rings a bell. On 
April 30th, the founder of one of Texas’ most 
beloved jewelry brands, died at the age of 96. 
This family owned company designs timeless 
jewelry pieces reflecting on the things that are 
important in life. Whether it’s a first com-
munion cross, a wedding band, or a com-
memorative charm, each piece has a story. 
When asked about the idea behind his design, 
James Avery once said ‘‘I strive to keep de-
signs from being contrived, cluttered, or cute. 
The challenge is to keep things simple.’’ 

Despite the craftsmanship of his jewelry, 
James Avery was no simple man. Born in Mil-
waukee, Wisconsin and raised in Chicago, the 
first time he saw the beautiful Texas hill coun-
try was by way of the United States Army Air 
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Corps. Basic Trainee Avery was stationed at 
Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio, 
Texas (Lackland Air Force Base was also 
where I did basic training in the United States 
Air Force). It was here that James Avery com-
pleted pilot training and commanded a B–26 
Bomber, flying 44 dangerous and hostile mis-
sions over Germany in World War II. After the 
war, he attended the University of Illinois for 
Industrial Design, and then went on to teach 
at the University of Colorado. In 1954, while 
visiting his in-laws in Kerrville, Texas, James 
Avery decided to go into the jewelry making 
business. His business started with a two-car 
garage, a small workbench, a few hand tools, 
and some scraps of silver and copper. 

James Avery Artisan Jewelry is now oper-
ating 80 stores in 5 states with the head-
quarters remaining in Kerrville, Texas. This 
original one-man operation has grown to over 
3,500 employees. After running the business 
for over 50 years, James Avery handed the 
reins to his son in 2007. 

James Avery was a bold, innovative, and 
generous man who touched the lives of many 
people during his lifetime through his work, his 
art, and his giving spirit. The 64-year success 
of James Avery Artisan Jewelry reflects as a 
testament to his early leadership. The com-
pany’s mission statement is to ‘‘celebrate life 
through the beauty of design,’’ and the life of 
James Avery should be forever celebrated 
through his artistic legacy. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN RECOGNITION OF DETROIT JEW-
ISH NEWS’ 75 YEARS OF SERVICE 
TO OUR MICHIGAN COMMUNITY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Detroit Jewish News as they 
celebrate 75 years of service to our Michigan 
community. Their journalism enriches the lives 
of countless Michigan residents. 

Founded in 1942, the Detroit Jewish News 
was established to give voice to southeast 
Michigan’s growing Jewish population. The 
paper was founded with the mission of pro-
viding diverse viewpoints while advocating for 
Jewish unity and representing issues that af-
fect both the local and international Jewish 
American community. After it was purchased 
by Charles Buerger, owner of the Baltimore 
Jewish Times in the 1980s, the paper was 
transformed into what would become a na-
tional voice for Jewish Americans. Today, the 
Detroit Jewish News is published by Jewish 
Renaissance News and headquartered in 
Southfield, Michigan where it serves the same 
population that it set out to more than 70 
years ago. 

Years after its founding, the Detroit Jewish 
News remains in weekly circulation, reaching 
over 40,000 Michigan residents each week 
through its paper route and website. It is con-
sidered the largest, most comprehensive Jew-
ish newspaper in North America and seeks to 
represent varied voices in its publication. Its 
main journalistic focus includes local news, the 
arts, spirituality and religion as well as an es-
teemed opinion page that represents Jewish 
Americans from all walks of life. The paper 

has won numerous honors from the Michigan 
Press Association, including Design, Editorial 
Writing and Local Columnists. These acco-
lades underscore the paper’s commitment to 
honest and accessible news coverage, and we 
look forward to the Detroit Jewish News’ con-
tinued service in the years to come. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring the Detroit Jewish News as they 
celebrate 75 years of service to our Michigan 
community. Their hard work is vital to the fab-
ric of southeast Michigan’s vibrant Jewish 
community. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE OF SUSAN 
WU RATHBONE 

HON. GRACE MENG 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ms. MENG. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Susan Wu Rathbone also 
known as ‘‘Auntie Wu,’’ for her tireless efforts 
supporting the Chinese American community. 

Susan is widely recognized for her long 
record of helping Chinese immigrants transi-
tion to life in the United States. In our commu-
nity, she has been hailed as a ‘‘very special 
lady’’ and ‘‘one of the unsung heroes’’ of 
Queens. 

She comes from Anhui Province in China. 
She met and married her husband in China, 
and immigrated to the United States in 1946. 

In 1947, Susan established ‘‘Auntie Wu’s 
Hotline’’ which aided many Chinese immi-
grants as they settled in America. 

Susan embodied the spirit of empathy and 
worked to make sure Chinese immigrants had 
the tools to succeed. After creating Auntie 
Wu’s Hotline, she went on to establish Chi-
nese Immigrant Services which offers edu-
cation programs for Chinese immigrants. 

Susan has also been a strong supporter of 
women’s rights. She founded the Queens Chi-
nese Women’s Association which has helped 
the careers of many Asian American women 
leaders. She also became the first Chinese 
woman to receive the Susan B. Anthony 
award from the National Organization for 
Women—New York City in 1987, the Emigrant 
Award from the Emigrant Savings Bank in 
2001, and was honored by the Queen’s Bor-
ough President for her service to Queens in 
2003. 

Her work made Queens, New York a better 
place. I urge all of my colleagues to rise with 
me as we celebrate the amazing life of Susan 
Wu Rathbone. 

f 

IN HONOR OF HEIDI WELCH 

HON. ANN M. KUSTER 
OF NEW HAMPSHIRE 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Ms. KUSTER of New Hampshire. Mr. 
Speaker, I rise today to recognize Heidi Welch 
who will retire this spring after serving for 20 
years as music director at Hillsboro-Deering 
High School. 

Heidi’s dedication and enthusiasm for music 
and the arts has inspired generations of stu-
dents in the Hillsboro-Deering community. In 

2013, she was recognized as New Hamp-
shire’s Teacher ofthe Year and served as the 
Granite State’s representative as a finalist for 
the National Teacher of the Year. Through 
Heidi’ s leadership, the Hillsboro-Deering band 
and chorus consistently wins accolades at na-
tional competitions. Heidi is also civically en-
gaged as music director for ‘‘HillCat Summer 
Theatre’’, as an adjunct professor at Keene 
State College, and soon will be receiving a 
Ph.D. in her field of music education. Heidi 
was once even selected as a guest conductor 
of the Boston Pops Orchestra. 

On behalf of my constituents in New Hamp-
shire’s Second Congressional District, I thank 
Heidi for her many years of service and being 
a part of what makes the Granite State’s pub-
lic schools so special. Her legacy of teaching 
will continue through the countless students 
she has inspired. I am honored to recognize 
and congratulate Heidi on her retirement and 
wish her the best of luck in the years ahead. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND LEGACY 
OF MR. CYRUS MARTIN ‘‘RUSS’’ 
JOLLIVETTE 

HON. CEDRIC L. RICHMOND 
OF LOUISIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. RICHMOND. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
honor the life and legacy of Mr. Cyrus Martin 
‘‘Russ’’ Jollivette, a civic leader and former ex-
ecutive at Florida’s Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield, who died on May 7, 2018 at the age 
of 71. 

Mr. Jollivette was born on August 5, 1946, 
in Miami, Florida, the son of Mr. Cyrus Martin 
and Mrs. Frances Edna (Reeves) Jollivette 
Chambers. Mr. Jollivette earned a Bachelor of 
Arts in Business Administration in Manage-
ment from C.W. Post College of Long Island 
University, a Master of Business Administra-
tion from Long Island University, and Juris 
Doctor from the University of Miami School of 
Law. 

Mr. Jollivette served in multiple senior-level 
positions at the University of Miami for 24 
years, from 1977 to 2001, including as execu-
tive assistant to former University of Miami 
President Edward ‘‘Tad’’ Foote. Prior to work-
ing at the University of Miami, Mr. Jollivette 
was managing editor from 1971 to 1977 of the 
Miami Times, a black-owned newspaper 
founded in 1923. In 2011, the National News-
paper Publishers Association recognized the 
paper as the top black newspaper in the coun-
try. 

After leaving the University of Miami, Mr. 
Jollivette served in several high-level capac-
ities at insurance giant Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Florida, including as vice president, before 
opening his own public relations firm in 2014. 
While there, Mr. Jollivette develop a generous 
gift ,to University of Miami School of Nursing 
and Health Studies for scholarships for minor-
ity nursing students. 

Mr. Jollivette also served as a trustee at St. 
Thomas University and Jacksonville Univer-
sity, a board member of Catholic Charities of 
the Archdiocese of Miami, a member of the 
Orange Bowl Committee, was on the Jackson-
ville Host Committee for the 2005 Super Bowl, 
chairman of the United Way of Northeast Flor-
ida and Jackson Aviation Authority. 
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Mr. Jollivette lived an extraordinary life that 

cannot be categorized. His legacy will forever 
be a part of his hometown and his dedication 
to community embodies the spirit of public 
service. We cannot match the sacrifices made 
by Mr. Jollivette, but surely we can try to 
match his sense of service. We cannot match 
his courage, but we can strive to match his 
devotion. 

Mr. Jollivette’s survivors include his daugh-
ter Lynn Jollivette Johns; two sisters Regina 
Jollivette Frazier and Cleo L. Jollivette, and 
two grandchildren. 

Mr. Speaker, I celebrate the life and legacy 
of Mr. Cyrus ‘‘Russ’’ Jollivette. 

f 

RECOGNIZING DAVID ‘‘BIG PAPI’’ 
ORTIZ 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize David ‘‘Big Papi’’ Ortiz who to this 
day stands as among the most feared hitters 
in Major League Baseball. His success as a 
player began with his journey from his home— 
our home—the Dominican Republic. It was 
Pedro Martinez, his fellow Dominican team-
mate on the Boston Red Sox, who said of 
David Ortiz, that ‘‘A guy from a shack in the 
Dominican lifted up the hearts of an entire 
city.’’ 

No For all the fame and glory that ‘‘Big 
Papi’’ epitomized as No. 34, in Boston, his ca-
reer began as No. 27 with the Minnesota 
Twins. His ascension to the Major Leagues 
with the Minnesota Twins was one measure of 
professional success, it was not permanent. 
Returning to the Dominican Republic and then 
the encouragement from his fellow country-
men that followed lent perspective that what-
ever happens—however challenging on its 
face—presents opportunity. That new oppor-
tunity for unmatched success and a storied 
career in baseball began with the Boston Red 
Sox in 2003. 

In the Dominican Republic, baseball is be-
loved. When anyone Dominican succeeds, we 
all succeed. And yes, we celebrate those suc-
cesses. What we celebrate is that in each 
generation, there becomes more permanent a 
sense that no matter where you are born or 
whether you lived in a shack, you can suc-
ceed. It means that anyone born in Santo Do-
mingo, Manoguayabo, Nizao, Laguna Verde, 
San Pedro de Macoris, Hato Mayor, Altamira, 
Villa González, Monte Cristi, or Samaná can 
look to David Ortiz and know that they too can 
emulate his resilience and fortitude and 
achieve his degree of success and beyond. 

In recognizing David Ortiz, I would be re-
miss to not share his professional accolades. 
While some came at the expense of MY New 
York Yankees, no one can deny his domi-
nance: 7x Edgar Martinez Outstanding DH of 
The Year; 7x American League Silver Slugger; 
10x American League All-Star; 2011 Roberto 
Clemente Award Winner; 2x American League 
Hank Aaron Award Winner. And then there is 
the Post-Season: 2004 American League 
Champion Series Most Valuable Player; 3x 
Major League Baseball World Series Cham-
pion; and 2013 World Series Most Valuable 
Player. And it all began after graduating from 
Estudia Espaillat High School. 

I end with the inimitable words of Pedro 
Martinez, ‘‘Whether you loved David or hated 
him, he gave you everything to love or hate. 
He was a force of nature. He was a big broth-
er to a lot of Latin players . . . Nobody—none 
of the other players from the Dominican, in-
cluding me—does more for society than 
David. He’s a better man than he is a baseball 
player.’’ As the first Dominican American elect-
ed to the U.S. Congress, it is my distinct 
pleasure to celebrate David Ortiz—‘‘Big 
Papi’’—for all his success. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RASHEDA 
ALI’S TIRELESS ADVOCACY FOR 
PARKINSON’S DISEASE 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor Rasheda Ali as she is recognized by 
the American Human Rights Council (AHRC). 
Her efforts have been paramount in bringing 
recognition and hope to those suffering from 
various neuro-cognitive disorders. 

Founded in 2014, the AHRC brings together 
community leaders and civil rights activists to 
promote and defend human rights definded in 
the United States’ Constitution and by the 
United Nations’ Declaration of Human Rights. 
Initially focused on protecting and preserving 
the rights of prisoners, the AHRC has ex-
panded its advocacy efforts to address press-
ing humanitarian issues in the United States 
and abroad. The AHRC has been able to draw 
attention to human rights issues through its 
work with local and state partners, including 
Rasheda Ali. 

As the daughter of Muhammad Ali, Ms. 
Rasheda Ali has witnessed the devastating toll 
of Parkinson’s Disease firsthand. After watch-
ing her father suffer for more than 30 years 
from the disease, she was inspired to speak 
publicly about his struggles and help shine a 
light on Parkinson’s Disease. Her book ‘‘I’ll 
Hold Your Hand So You Won’t Fall—A Child’s 
Guide to Parkinson’s Disease’’ has been read 
by families all across the world. Ms. Ali travels 
across the globe raising awareness for neuro- 
cognitive disorders and meeting with families 
who shared her family’s experience. Her work 
has elevated her to a public platform and she 
has appeared on many news networks includ-
ing NBC, CNN, MSNBC and FOX. Through 
her speaking events and travel, Ms. Ali has 
raised awareness and funds for Parkinson’s 
Disease, and we are grateful for her work. It 
is my hope that she will continue to advocate 
for medical research and lead the way into a 
world without Parkinson’s Disease. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
in honoring Rasheda Ali for her life’s work as 
a Parkinson’s Disease advocate. Her actions 
inspire us to put others before ourselves and 
speak up to advance the causes that we be-
lieve in. 

RECOGNIZING LISA BUCHHOLZ 
FOR WINNING THE GOLDEN 
APPLE AWARD 

HON. PETER J. ROSKAM 
OF ILLINOIS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. ROSKAM. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
congratulate Mrs. Lisa Buchholz, a first grade 
teacher at Abraham Lincoln Elementary 
School in Glen Ellyn, Illinois, for being award-
ed with the prestigious 2018 Golden Apple 
Award for Excellence in Teaching & Leader-
ship. 

This honor is bestowed on those teachers in 
recognition of their contributions to building a 
stronger, better-educated society. Every year 
since 1986, Golden Apple has chosen 10 out-
standing teachers to receive the award. Award 
recipients are nominated by their fellow edu-
cators, students, parents and community lead-
ers. The 2018 award recipients were selected 
over 650 nominations, highlighting Mrs. 
Buchholz’s worthiness. 

Over the course of 27 years in the class-
room, Mrs. Buchholz has encouraged thou-
sands of students to strive for the highest of 
standards and to expect more of themselves 
and each other every day. It is no coincidence 
that as a result of her leadership many of her 
students adopt an ‘‘I can’’ attitude in school 
and life. According to a former-Golden Apple 
recipient who reviewed Mrs. Buchholz’s nomi-
nation, ‘‘It’s like you can tell the magic and the 
chemistry the minute you walk into her class-
room.’’ 

Mr. Speaker and distinguished colleagues, 
please join me to recognize Mrs. Lisa 
Buchholz for her outstanding leadership in 
teaching and congratulate her on being award-
ed with a 2018 Golden Apple Award for Excel-
lence in Teaching & Leadership. 

f 

INTRODUCTION OF THE NON-FED-
ERAL RESERVOIR OPERATIONS 
IMPROVEMENT ACT 

HON. JIM COSTA 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. COSTA. Mr. Speaker, as we in the San 
Joaquin Valley know, ‘‘food grows where 
water flows.’’ 

We also know the ravages of drought and 
are the first communities in California to expe-
rience drought’s harmful effects. 

For over 30 years, I have worked to 
strengthen water supply reliability for the San 
Joaquin Valley and throughout California. 

While I was in the California Legislature, I 
authored the legislation to create the Kern 
County Water Bank, led 2 water bonds and 
helped to pass 2 others, providing more than 
$2 billion dollars to improve California’s water 
system and provide for safe, reliable drinking 
water. 

In Congress, I have secured approval of the 
Madera Irrigation District Water Bank, the San 
Luis Intertie, and the North Valley Regional 
Recycled Water Project, bringing hundreds of 
thousands of acre-feet of more secure water 
to the San Joaquin Valley. 

I also worked on a bipartisan basis to pass 
the Water Infrastructure Improvements for the 
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Nation, or WIIN Act, which was signed into 
law in December of 2016 and increased 
pumping flexibility to move water throughout 
the state and provided over $355 million dol-
lars for water infrastructure projects, including 
matching federal funds for new surface stor-
age in California. 

In all of my time working to improve the 
lives of the people of the Valley, rarely have 
I been presented with a project with such obvi-
ous potential as raising the spillway gates at 
New Exchequer Dam. 

Water impounded behind New Exchequer 
Dam provides irrigation water for agriculture in 
Merced County, groundwater replenishment 
for several nearby communities, and environ-
mental benefits for fisheries and wildlife ref-
uges downstream of the dam. 

Recently, Merced Irrigation District per-
formed a detailed analysis of the hydrology of 
the watershed upstream of New Exchequer 
Dam and found that by raising the spillway 
gates 8 feet, Lake McClure could hold an ad-
ditional 57,000 acre-feet without impeding the 
Merced River’s Wild and Scenic River des-
ignation. 

However, in order to move forward with rais-
ing the spillway gates, the flood control and 
operations manual for New Exchequer Dam 
must be updated, a responsibility of the Army 
Corps of Engineers. 

Unfortunately, this manual is based on data 
that dates back to 1959, when New Excheq-
uer Dam was being constructed. 

Army Corps of Engineers policy requires 
that flood control manuals be updated to re-
flect new data and changes to a project. 

In 2017, Merced Irrigation District wrote to 
the Army Corps requesting a revision of the 
flood control manual, which was last updated 
in 1981. 

The Army Corps indicated that it could not 
update the manual at this time, citing budg-
etary constraints. 

Merced Irrigation District proposed to pay 
for the public process to update the flood con-
trol manual to incorporate the new hydrologic 
data. 

The Army Corps responded by saying that 
it didn’t have the legal authority to accept 
funds for this purpose for a non-federal Sec-
tion 7 project like New Exchequer, despite 
being able to do so for Corps facilities. 

The Non-Federal Reservoir Operations Im-
provement Act would resolve this disparity by 
allowing the owners of non-federal reservoirs 
that are regulated by the Army Corps to con-
tribute funds to update their flood control 
manuals. 

It’s a very commonsense, targeted change 
to law that will improve the water supply reli-
ability in Merced County. 

f 

JUSTIN ONWENU: PLAN B IS NOT 
AN OPTION 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, Rice Uni-
versity Student Body President Justin Onwenu 
was born in Detroit, grew up in Alabama and 
moved around a lot as a kid. He lived in rural, 
suburban, and urban Alabama with his mom. 
His moving around didn’t bother him; in fact it 

was quite the opposite. He says it was instru-
mental in learning a sense of how to coexist 
and feel others’ perspectives. He was a very 
successful high school student active in de-
bate, basketball, and student government. 

When he graduated, he knew exactly what 
he wanted: a small school in a big city. Rice 
University was the perfect fit. Justin had never 
been to Houston before his college visit to 
Rice, but once he saw the vibrant, diverse 
city, he knew it was the place for him—so 
much so, it was the only school to which he 
applied. Mr. Speaker, Justin just knew it was 
what he must do, he had no Plan B. 

Justin chose Rice, in part, because of its re-
search and extracurricular activities. Upon ar-
rival, he knew he wanted to study medicine, 
policy, and international health. There was 
only one problem: Rice University didn’t have 
that degree. Justin decided to create his own 
degree plan. He formulated the curriculum and 
the class requirements, submitted it to Rice, 
and created the Bachelor of Arts Degree in 
International Health and Policy at Rice Univer-
sity. Once again, Mr. Speaker, Justin knew it 
was the right thing for him to do, no Plan B. 
Justin told me, ‘‘I think about what opportunity 
is out there that I want, then I go after it!’’ 

In his sophomore year, Justin became in-
volved in student government and was instru-
mental in the university’s first-ever student sur-
vey to gauge sexual conduct on campus. Jus-
tin felt strongly that a dialogue was necessary 
for students to discuss their expectations with 
their peers, not just be pushed to know right 
from wrong. As a result of Justin’s work, Rice 
University led the nation with the first Critical 
Thinking and Sexuality course required of en-
tering freshmen. Other college campuses are 
now following Rice’s lead and engaging in real 
talk about campus sexual conduct. Mr. Speak-
er, Justin recently shared his work with Con-
gress when he testified at my ‘‘Breaking the 
Silence: Responding to Sexual Assault on 
Campus’’ Field Hearing. He says he knew 
from the beginning this was such an important 
topic, he just had to give a voice to it. He had 
no choice. 

Then Hurricane Harvey hit. Mr. Speaker, 
every Houstonian struggled to know how to re-
spond to this devastating crisis. Justin knew 
he had to be involved with the school’s Crisis 
Management Team, so he said he invited him-
self to their meeting. It was the first time the 
student body president was involved in such a 
high level tactical plan. Justin told me that 
throughout the meetings his thoughts were on 
the future. ‘‘How can we prepare for post-Har-
vey? We need to think about volunteering, not 
just making sure Rice is safe.’’ Justin said he 
went ‘‘full in’’ with this idea and decided to 
‘‘launch it first, then figure out the details 
later.’’ With this in mind, the student govern-
ment partnered with the Doerr Institute and 
the Center for Civic Leadership to create the 
Rice Harvey Action Team. The R-HAT, made 
up of 1,700 students and faculty, worked with 
synagogues, churches, and local shelters on 
demolition and volunteer projects. ‘‘There was 
no other option,’’ Justin told me. ‘‘We had to 
make it happen.’’ There was no Plan B. 

With finals and term papers now due, Justin 
has taken on a new civic engagement project: 
scholarship reform. Mr. Speaker, you may 
have seen Justin’s op-ed piece in the New 
York Times late last year on this very subject. 
Financial aid recipients who receive private 
scholarships are required to report the amount 

to their college or university. The school may 
then evaluate the scholarship and decrease 
the recipient’s financial aid by the same 
amount. Since his op-ed, students and student 
governments from across the nation have 
reached out to him asking advice and thanking 
him for giving this issue a voice. Justin visited 
Capitol Hill this year to tell lawmakers about 
scholarship displacement and to propose pol-
icy changes. Justin is committed to educating 
lawmakers on this issue; there is no other 
choice for him. Again, no Plan B. 

Justin graduates this month. He looks back 
on his career at Rice and says he’s proud that 
people who don’t normally speak up, speak 
with him. He says people have told him he’s 
their ‘‘voice’’ on issues they care about, but 
have never felt comfortable coming forward 
on. He says this has inspired him to continue 
to speak up and speak out for people and pol-
icy changes. He plans to attend law school in 
the fall. 

When considering how to tackle a project or 
a problem, Justin told me, ‘‘You have a mo-
ment of ‘freak out’ trying to decide if you 
should do something. I’ve learned how to tell 
myself to ‘just go for it’! It’s easier to get in-
volved and speak out than people think. I tell 
people to get passionate about an issue and 
work for change.’’ 

Mr. Speaker, Justin Onwenu works on his 
‘‘Plan As.’’ And, he finds a way to make them 
work every time. Justin has never thought 
about a Plan B, in fact, in his 21 years it’s 
never entered his mind that one should exist. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
f 

IN CELEBRATION OF THE 20TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE YPSLANTI 
CAMPAIGN FOR EQUALITY’S 
LANDMARK VICTORY 

HON. DEBBIE DINGELL 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 9, 2018 

Mrs. DINGELL. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize the Ypsilanti Campaign for Equality 
(YCFE) for twenty years of striving for a more 
equal society. Their efforts enrich the lives of 
Michigan residents through their grassroots 
activism. 

The Ypsilanti Campaign for Equality was 
formed in 1998 to protect the rights of all Ypsi-
lanti residents. Later that year, the city passed 
a human rights ordinance that protected 
against discrimination based on ‘race, color, 
religion, national origin, sexual orientation, 
age, or disability.’ The ordinance protected 
from a wide range of discrimination including 
in jobs, labor unions, and access to houses, 
goods and services. Despite passing handily 
in 1998, opposition groups set out to overturn 
it, and YCFE stood strong against these ef-
forts. Their grassroots organizing garnered a 
victory and the anti-discrimination initiative 
was upheld. 

Although the fight against the 1998 overturn 
proposal took place 20 years ago, members of 
the original Ypsilanti Campaign for Equality 
continue to live in southeast Michigan today 
and promote ideals of equality and equal op-
portunity for all. As we gather tonight to cele-
brate their continued dedication to standing up 
against divisiveness, we honor the bravery 
and courage of our friends and neighbors. 
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May we all learn from their actions and con-
tinue their work in our own communities. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to join me 
celebrating the 1998 landmark victory in pro-
tecting the civil liberties of all Ypsilanti resi-
dents. We are grateful for the courageous 
Michigan residents that spoke out and stood 
up against hatred in all forms and continue to 
do so today. 

f 

SENATE COMMITTEE MEETINGS 

Title IV of Senate Resolution 4, 
agreed to by the Senate of February 4, 
1977, calls for establishment of a sys-
tem for a computerized schedule of all 
meetings and hearings of Senate com-
mittees, subcommittees, joint commit-
tees, and committees of conference. 
This title requires all such committees 
to notify the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest—designated by the Rules Com-
mittee—of the time, place and purpose 
of the meetings, when scheduled and 
any cancellations or changes in the 
meetings as they occur. 

As an additional procedure along 
with the computerization of this infor-
mation, the Office of the Senate Daily 
Digest will prepare this information for 
printing in the Extensions of Remarks 
section of the CONGRESSIONAL RECORD 
on Monday and Wednesday of each 
week. 

Meetings scheduled for Thursday, 
May 10, 2018 may be found in the Daily 
Digest of today’s RECORD. 

MEETINGS SCHEDULED 
MAY 15 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Defense 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the Army. 

SD–192 
Committee on Banking, Housing, and 

Urban Affairs 
Business meeting to consider the nomi-

nations of Thelma Drake, of Virginia, 
to be Federal Transit Administrator, 
Department of Transportation, Jeffrey 
Nadaner, of Maryland, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of Commerce, and Seth 
Daniel Appleton, of Missouri, to be an 
Assistant Secretary of Housing and 
Urban Development; to be immediately 
followed by a hearing to examine the 
nominations of Richard Clarida, of 
Connecticut, to be Vice Chairman of 
the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, and to be a Member of 
the Board of Governors of the Federal 
Reserve System, and Michelle Bow-
man, of Kansas, to be a Member of the 
Board of Governors of the Federal Re-
serve System. 

SD–538 
Committee on Energy and Natural Re-

sources 
To hold hearings to examine the nomina-

tion of Aimee Kathryn Jorjani, of Wis-
consin, to be Chairman of the Advisory 
Council on Historic Preservation. 

SD–366 

Committee on Health, Education, Labor, 
and Pensions 

To hold hearings to examine oversight 
reports on the 340B Drug Pricing Pro-
gram. 

SD–430 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine protecting 
and promoting music creation for the 
21st century. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

Subcommittee on Communications, Tech-
nology, Innovation, and the Internet 

To hold hearings to examine trends in 
mobile technologies. 

SR–253 
Committee on Homeland Security and 

Governmental Affairs 
To hold hearings to examine authorities 

and resources needed to protect and se-
cure the United States. 

SD–342 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Small Business and Entre-
preneurship 

To hold hearings to examine the state of 
small business in America, focusing on 
an update from the Small Business Ad-
ministration. 

SR–428A 
4 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Legislative Branch 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the Senate Sergeant 
at Arms and the Capitol Police. 

SD–138 

MAY 16 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of the Inte-

rior, Environment, and Related Agen-
cies 

To hold hearings to examine proposed 
budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the Environmental 
Protection Agency. 

SD–124 
10 a.m. 

Committee on Commerce, Science, and 
Transportation 

To hold hearings to examine the nomina-
tions of Joseph Ryan Gruters, of Flor-
ida, to be a Director of the Amtrak 
Board of Directors, Jennifer L. 
Homendy, of Virginia, to be a Member 
of the National Transportation Safety 
Board, and Heidi R. King, of California, 
to be Administrator of the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Administra-
tion, Department of Transportation. 

SR–253 
Committee on the Judiciary 

To hold hearings to examine Cambridge 
Analytica and the future of data pri-
vacy. 

SD–226 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Commerce, Justice, 

Science, and Related Agencies 
To hold hearings to examine proposed 

budget estimates and justification for 
fiscal year 2019 for the Federal Bureau 
of Investigation; to be immediately fol-
lowed by a closed session in SVC–217. 

SD–138 
Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Department of Home-

land Security 
To hold hearings to examine the role of 

the Department of Homeland Security 

in stopping the flow of opioids, 
methamphetamines, and other dan-
gerous drugs. 

SD–192 
Committee on Commerce, Science, and 

Transportation 
Subcommittee on Space, Science, and 

Competitiveness 
To hold hearings to examine the future 

of the International Space Station; fo-
cusing on Administration perspectives. 

SR–253 
Committee on Indian Affairs 

To hold an oversight hearing to examine 
safety and security at Bureau of Indian 
Education schools. 

SD–628 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Appropriations 
Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing 

and Urban Development, and Related 
Agencies 

To hold hearings to examine railroad 
safety initiatives. 

SD–124 
Joint Committee on Printing 

Organizational business meeting for the 
115th Congress. 

S–219 
3:45 p.m. 

Joint Committee on the Library 
Organizational business meeting for the 

115th Congress. 
S–219 

MAY 21 

5 p.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Airland 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 

MAY 22 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on SeaPower 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
11 a.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Readiness and Manage-

ment Support 
Closed business meeting to markup those 

provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
2:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Personnel 

Business meeting to markup those provi-
sions which fall under the subcommit-
tee’s jurisdiction of the proposed Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for 
fiscal year 2019. 

SH–216 
3:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
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4:30 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Emerging Threats and 

Capabilities 
Closed business meeting to markup those 

provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 
5:15 p.m. 

Committee on Armed Services 
Subcommittee on Strategic Forces 

Closed business meeting to markup those 
provisions which fall under the sub-
committee’s jurisdiction of the pro-
posed National Defense Authorization 
Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–232A 

MAY 23 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to markup the 
proposed National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–222 

MAY 24 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to continue to 
markup the proposed National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–222 

10 a.m. 
Committee on Foreign Relations 

To hold hearings to examine the Presi-
dent’s proposed budget request for fis-
cal year 2019 for the Department of 
State. 

SD–419 

MAY 25 

9:30 a.m. 
Committee on Armed Services 

Closed business meeting to continue to 
markup the proposed National Defense 
Authorization Act for fiscal year 2019. 

SR–222 
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