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need to make sure that workers have
the right skills they need to get a job
and a good career.”’

I am talking about a family-sus-
taining career, a community-building
career, a career that actually allows us
to dream.

Right now, our economy is thriving.
Americans are right to feel good about
how things are going. We have not seen
those kinds of optimistic statistics in
such a long, long time.
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So we are going to keep pushing. We
are going to keep pushing to close the
skills gap. We are going to close the op-
portunity gap. We are going to make
sure that all these jobs that are being
made available are being filled with
workers who are getting great careers
and good lives and going from poverty
and welfare to work.

The dignity of being able to get up in
the morning and go to work, to take
care of your families, to take care of
your community, to take care of your
churches and schools, what an incred-
ible lift that is for the American peo-
ple.

Listen, our Better Way agenda is
about one thing and one thing only: it
is about building stronger families,
about building stronger communities,
about building a stronger America. It
is what we are in the middle of exe-
cuting and implementing right now.
We are really excited to see the great
economic news that comes as a result
of all these things that we have been
working on.

I want you to think about something,
Mr. Speaker. Never, never in at least a
decade has America been winning the
way we are winning today in every way
and every day. America is truly win-
ning again, and we are making Amer-
ica great again.

——

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until noon
today.

Accordingly (at 10 o’clock and 46
minutes a.m.), the House stood in re-
cess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker at
noon.

————

PRAYER

Reverend Andrew D. Singleton, Jr.,
Victory Apostolic Church, Matteson,
Illinois, offered the following prayer:

We worship You, heavenly Father,
for Your greatness, goodness, and glory
that even the heavens cannot contain.
Though You are King of Kings and
Lord of Lords, You have given the re-
sponsibility of leading this country to
these men and women of the House of
Representatives.

May they each be led by Your spirit
in every legislative decision they
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make, for You are the ultimate law-
giver and judge.

As they seek Your guidance, give
them the wisdom, courage, integrity,
faith, and unity necessary to find solu-
tions to the multiple and complex
issues facing America today. Those
destiny determining issues include, but
are not limited to: poverty, racism, in-
justice, violence, and the ever-looming
threat of war.

Only as a nation under God, whose
people trust in God, will America be
strong and carry out its creedal prin-
ciples of truth, liberty, and justice for
all.

I pray God’s continued blessings upon
you all.

In Jesus’ name, amen.

————

THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER. The Chair has exam-
ined the Journal of the last day’s pro-
ceedings and announces to the House
his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

—————

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER. Will the gentle-
woman from Illinois (Ms. KELLY) come
forward and lead the House in the
Pledge of Allegiance.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois led the Pledge
of Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

———

MESSAGE FROM THE PRESIDENT

A message in writing from the Presi-
dent of the United States was commu-
nicated to the House by Ms. Gabrielle
Cuccia, one of his secretaries.

————

WELCOMING REVEREND ANDREW
D. SINGLETON, JR.

The SPEAKER. Without objection,
the gentlewoman from Illinois (Ms.
KELLY) is recognized for 1 minute.

There was no objection.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to welcome Reverend An-
drew D. Singleton, Jr., pastor of Vic-
tory Apostolic Church in my hometown
of Matteson, Illinois, as today’s guest
chaplain.

For more than 20 years, Pastor Sin-
gleton has been a powerful and positive
force in our community working to im-
prove the lives and futures of our
neighbors while tending to their spir-
itual needs.

Pastor Singleton has a unique gift of
communicating a message of faith, jus-
tice, and equality across generations. I
could not be prouder to welcome him
and his inspirational voice to Capitol
Hill, especially at this critical time for
our Nation.

I hope his words serve as an example
and challenge to this Congress to re-
double our efforts to uplift and em-
power families and communities.

Thank you, Pastor Singleton, for
joining us and leading us in prayer.
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
FRANCIS ROONEY of Florida). The Chair
will entertain up to 15 further requests
for 1-minute speeches on each side of
the aisle

RECOGNIZING LUPUS AWARENESS
MONTH

(Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
her remarks.)

Ms. ROS-LEHTINEN. Mr. Speaker, I
rise in recognition of Lupus Awareness
Month because nearly two-thirds of the
public know little to nothing about the
disease beyond the name.

Lupus is a drastically unpredictable
disease. It has no known cause, no
known cure, and it can be fatal. An es-
timated 1.5 million Americans are cur-
rently living with lupus, including my
lovely stepdaughter, Katharine; and
millions more have sadly lost their
brave battle with this disease.

I have been proud to work with the
Lupus Foundation for many years to
raise awareness about lupus and sup-
port efforts that bring us one step clos-
er to solving the mystery of this dread-
ful illness.

I encourage my colleagues to join us
in the Congressional Lupus Caucus to
help advance lupus research and treat-
ment. Through new scientific break-
throughs, we will better understand
this disease and help patients living
with lupus.

Mr. Speaker, let us “Pump Up the
Purple” this May during Lupus Aware-
ness Month and fight for a day when no
one will be diagnosed with lupus.

————

GROWING OPTIMISM AND CON-
FIDENCE FROM MONTANA
SMALL BUSINESSES

(Mr. GIANFORTE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to report that optimism among
Montana small businesses is strong and
on the rise. I recently concluded a tour
of Montana’s Main Street businesses;
and as I listened to business owners,
they described their growing con-
fidence.

They talked about how progrowth re-
forms, which this Congress and our
President delivered, are providing
them and their small businesses great-
er certainty. They described how cut-
ting taxes and cutting red tape are
leading them to invest, create Montana
jobs, and grow.

Their confidence and optimism
match the national trends. The U.S.
Chamber of Commerce Small Business
Index, which gauges optimism, hit new
records in the second quarter. A survey
from CNBC, which measures small
business confidence, remains near its
record high for the first quarter.
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