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donated $5,000 to a build a new community
college in Zimbabwe.

The congregation has also participated in
the Rise Against Hunger campaign, which
raised more than $14,000 and packaged
50,000 meals for communities around the
world suffering from chronic hunger.

In our own Northern Virginia community,
First Baptist has partnered with numerous
nonprofits for a variety of charitable causes,
including Habitat for Humanity, the Northern
Virginia Clergy Council, OAR Fairfax, and the
Shepherd’s Center of Oakton-Vienna. Truly,
First Baptist Church of Vienna is following the
ethos of ministry and working for the better-
ment of all in our community. This ethos is
prominent in Northern Virginia, and | am con-
fident this is part of the reason why this con-
gregation has remained here for as long as it
has, and why it will continue to thrive.

Mr. Speaker, | am proud to have been a
partner with First Baptist Church of Vienna on
many of these initiatives and have been fortu-
nate to join them for worship many times. |
commend Pastor Vernon C. Walton as well as
former Pastor Kenny Smith for their leadership
and devotion to their faith and our community.
| also congratulate the entire ministry and con-
gregation on this milestone, and ask my col-
leagues to join me in wishing them continued
success.

PERSONAL EXPLANATION
HON. BILL HUIZENGA

OF MICHIGAN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. HUIZENGA. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
regarding missed votes due to meeting with a
constituent group. Had | been present for roll
call vote number 174, Adoption of H. Res.
879—The rule providing for consideration of
the bill H.R. 3053—Nuclear Waste Policy
Amendments Act of 2018, | would have voted
yea.

RECOGNIZING IOLA ‘“OLIE” ELSE

HON. GREG GIANFORTE

OF MONTANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. GIANFORTE. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor lola “Olie” Else, the long-time rodeo
coach at the University of Montana-Western in
Dillon.

For more than two decades, Coach Else
has been the driving force behind the school’s
nationally recognized college rodeo team. The
Bulldogs place high in the regional standings
and compete for national titles. In fact, her
teams rank in the top 10 in the National Colle-
giate Rodeo Association every year.

The National Intercollegiate Rodeo Associa-
tion named Else Coach of the Year in 2004.
She was the first woman to earn the award.

A red blazer and cowbell are Olie’s trade-
marks at college rodeo competitions. UMW
rodeo athletes recognize that ringing cowbell
from the stands whenever they rope or ride.

Current and former athletes recall her lead-
ership and support that have guided them
through college and beyond. Considered more
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than just a coach, many of the athletes regard
Else as a second mother, and she often refers
to them as her kids. Despite the team’s re-
gional and national recognition, Else says
she’s most proud that her kids graduate and
go out into the world to make a difference.

Olie is retiring after 25 years as head coach,
but it won’t be her last rodeo. You can be sure
her kids will see and hear her from the stands
in future competitions.

In honor of rodeo moms and mothers every-
where, today | honor lola “Olie” Else for her
dedication to education, the sport of college
rodeo, and our Montana way of life.

RECOGNIZING MATTHEW NIMS

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to recognize a finalist for the Samuel J.
Heyman Service to America Medal in National
Security and International Affairs, Mr. Matthew
Nims. Presented by the Partnership for Public
Service, the Service to America Medals—or
the Sammies—are highly respected honors to
highlight excellence in our federal workforce.
Nominees for the award must show a strong
commitment to federal service, a significant
accomplishment within their field that meets
the needs of the American people, and excel-
lence in customer service to citizens or other
beneficiaries.

Matthew Nims, the Acting Director for the
Office of Food for Peace at the U.S. Agency
for International Development, worked with his
team to distribute $1.4 billion in emergency
food assistance to 20 million people in Yemen,
Somalia, South Sudan, and Nigeria, who are
threatened by violent conflicts every day and
fighting famine. The efforts of Mr. Nims and
his team have saved countless lives under
harrowing conditions.

With civil war, violence, and terrorism threat-
ening vulnerable populations in those four
countries, getting aid to people who are suf-
fering is difficult. Matthew Nims did not let
such conditions deter him. According to his
colleagues, Mr. Nims was “out in front, meet-
ing with, informing, coordinating, and leading
hundreds of USAID staff, others in govern-
ment and our international partners to choose
the right approaches, prioritize the most critical
situations, and get food to people swiftly and
efficiently when lives were at stake.”

In South Sudan, for example, the economy
was in a freefall, crime was rampant, travel
was difficult, there were few functioning institu-
tions, and some five million people were in
need of food assistance. To function effec-
tively under such conditions required Mr. Nims
to assess the needs, ensure the safety of his
team, find creative ways to deliver food, plan
and manage the food distribution, and resolve
the day-to-day challenges.

As a former Peace Corps volunteer and
USAID employee in Indonesia, Guyana, and
Afghanistan, Mr. Nims has brought a unique
perspective to his role in the Office of Food for
Peace and sees his mission as quite simple:
“We work to keep people alive. When there
are hungry people out there, we try to feed
them.” | ask my colleagues to join me in com-
mending Matthew Nims for his work to dis-

E623

tribute food assistance to 20 million people in
four countries who are fighting famine and
other dangers, and in congratulating Mr. Nims
for being a finalist for such a prestigious
award.

——————

CELEBRATING THE 90TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE EMBASSY THE-
ATER OF FORT WAYNE, INDIANA

HON. JIM BANKS

OF INDIANA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. BANKS of Indiana. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize the Embassy Theater in
Fort Wayne, Indiana. For 90 years, the Em-
bassy Theatre has been a treasured cultural
and performing arts center in downtown Fort
Wayne. The Embassy Theater opened its
doors on May 14, 1928 as a movie palace and
vaudeville house. During its 90-year history,
the theater has hosted numerous notable acts,
including Perry Como, Tony Bennett, Doris
Day, Duke Ellington, and Louis Armstrong.

Sadly, the theater fell on hard times in the
1960’s and was closed in 1971. The commu-
nity of Fort Wayne banded together to save
the Embassy, and the Embassy Theater Foun-
dation was founded in 1972. The intent of this
organization is to preserve this historic land-
mark for future generations in northeast Indi-
ana. The foundation sponsored a major ren-
ovation of the property in 1995 and continues
to support the theater today.

The Embassy Theater is a cherished cul-
tural landmark in Fort Wayne, and we cele-
brate its 90th anniversary. Congratulations to
everyone associated with the Embassy The-
ater on reaching this important milestone.

—

CELEBRATING MIKE BUCCI WHO

WILL BE HONORED AS PERSON
OF THE YEAR BY COLUMBIA
COUNTY ASSOCIATION IN THE
CITY OF NEW YORK

HON. JOHN J. FASO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. FASO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize Anthony Michael “Mike” Bucci Jr., who
will be honored as Person of the Year by the
Columbia County Association in the City of
New York on May 10, 2018.

Born and raised in Hudson, NY, Mike was
an honors graduate of Hudson High School,
where he was-a three-sport letterman. He
went on to graduate cum laude from Villanova
University in 1983, where he was the captain
of the intercollegiate bowling team. Upon grad-
uation, Mike was immediately hired to work for
the accounting firm Ernst and Whinney. During
his time with the firm, he was responsible for
audit and consulting services for more than
100 different audit and tax clients.

1988 brought a new adventure for Mike, as
he became the Audit Director and Controller
for the NYS Bridge Authority in Highland, NY.
In that capacity, he was responsible for a $10
million annual budget that handled the imple-
mentation, maintenance, and adequacy of the
Authority’s financial and management account-
ing and reporting systems.
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In 1998, Mike became a partner at the pres-
tigious accounting firm of Pattinson, Koskey, &
Rath P.C. In a short three years, Mike was
named Treasurer and equity owner in the firm.
During that time, the firm voted to be renamed
Pattison, Koskey, Howe and Bucci, CPAs,
P.C. Under his leadership as Managing Share-
holder, the firm amassed ten partners, eight-
een CPAs, and six offices in the Hudson Val-
ley.

Mike is also a dedicated and active member
of his community who is always willing to lend
a hand. He has served on several local
boards including the Twin County Vikings, the
Hudson Little League, and the Hudson Boys
and Girls Club. Currently, Mike is a member of
the Columbia County Sons and Daughters of
ltaly No. 659, serving as a trustee and was
named its “Positive Image Award” recipient in
2005.

Mike’s service to Columbia County is greatly
appreciated, and | congratulate him for being
honored as Person of the Year by the Colum-
bia County Association in the City of New
York.

———

CONGRATULATING PHILLIPS PRO-
GRAMS FOR CHILDREN AND
FAMILIES ON ITS 50TH ANNIVER-
SARY

HON. GERALD E. CONNOLLY

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to congratulate PHILLIPS Programs for Chil-
dren and Families on its 50th Anniversary. |
also want to recognize the outstanding faculty,
staff, and Board of Trustees for the extraor-
dinary impact they have had on the education
and lives of thousands of youth in the commu-
nities surrounding our Nation’s Capital.

The growth of PHILLIPS Programs from
their humble beginnings is astonishing. Years
before the first federal laws were enacted to
require all public schools to provide a free and
appropriate education for all students regard-
less of disabilities, in 1967 PHILLIPS began in
a two-bedroom bungalow in McLean teaching
four students. The PHILLIPS Programs now
include special education schools on four
campuses, a vibrant home-based support pro-
gram (Family Partners), and its newest career
and technical education initiative, Career Part-
ners, which launched in 2016. While all of
these programs teach important job skills, they
also teach employability skills (general skills in
the areas of applied knowledge, effective rela-
tionships, and workplace skills) that are nec-
essary for success in the labor market at all
employment levels and in all sectors. In tan-
dem with academic and technical skills, em-
ployability skills are crucial to career readi-
ness.

At PHILLIPS Programs, the core of their
philosophy and practice is the ethos that with
the right support and commitment, all of its
students will reach their full potential. PHIL-
LIPS offers special education day school pro-
grams for students in elementary through high
school in nationally acclaimed facilities for stu-
dents for whom public or other specialized
schools were not successful.

PHILLIPS serves a diverse group of youth
from Virginia, Maryland, and Washington, D.C.
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The lives of the youth served by PHILLIPS
have been affected by a variety of personal
and neurodevelopmental circumstances, so
PHILLIPS staff tailor their approach to each
unique individual. PHILLIPS provides these
youths a fresh start. They address each stu-
dent’s needs honestly with acceptance, re-
spect, compassion, and a creative plan to
make a better tomorrow. PHILLIPS focuses on
the students’ behavioral health needs, their
emotional needs, communication needs, and
beyond that their family and community needs.
PHILLIPS builds a program around each child,
rather than fitting that child into a particular
program.

Mr. Speaker, for five decades PHILLIPS
Programs have provided youth and families in
the Washington, D.C. Metropolitan Area with
the opportunity to achieve their dreams
through education, combined with a full menu
of support services. PHILLIPS is continuing its
tradition of support for youth with a focus on
students transitioning from school to work
through the expansion of career and technical
education and workforce development, serving
those others cannot. On behalf of the citizens
of the 11th Congressional District, | congratu-
late each and every member of the PHILLIPS
community on this momentous anniversary
and | ask my colleagues to join me in wishing
them continued success and growth.

———

PARK MANOR BEE CAVE AND
GULF POINTE PLAZA RESIDENTS
BAND TOGETHER

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, not far
from the beach in Rockport, Texas, lies the
Gulf Pointe Plaza, a community providing care
for the elderly.

Their serene world was overturned when
Hurricane Harvey bore down on the south-
eastern coast of Texas. Mobilizing quickly, the
care center successfully evacuated all of the
90-plus residents and transported them to sis-
ter facilities, out of harm’s way, before the
storm hit. The fire departments of both Rock-
port and Travis County played a significant
role in their successful evacuation.

Since September, the residents of Park
Manor in Bee Cave have graciously played
host to their displaced visitors, heartily wel-
coming them into their communities while the
future of the facilities in Rockport remained up
in the air. Current residents doubled up in
rooms, and the staff converted the physical
therapy room into a makeshift dormitory that
slept 14 people.

The Rockport crew received support from
well-wishers outside of Texas. Residents of
the South Shore Care Center in Worthington,
Minnesota, gathered together and painted
signs with messages of support, including
“Stay Strong Texas” and “God Bless You,”
that they mailed to Texas to bolster the spirits
of the uprooted Gulf Coast residents.

Just recently, the Gulf Pointe Plaza resi-
dents and employees, who relocated with their
patients, received the good news that renova-
tions on their new facility have been com-
pleted and that they will soon return home. In
addition to those returning from Bee Cave, the
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facility will also take in new residents once it
is reopened.

To celebrate their return to their original
home, the residents and staff at Park Manor
threw their visitors a Texas-themed goodbye
party, complete with food, drinks, and, natu-
rally, country music. While the folks from
Rockport will be glad to return home, their
farewell to their hosts was bittersweet. Despite
the stress of being displaced from their home,
they take fond memories from their eight
months spent in Bee Cave with them.

Mr. Speaker, the generosity, support, and
helping hand provided by the Rockport and
Travis County Fire Departments, the South
Shore Care Center, and of course the Park
Manor in Bee Cave are yet another example
of the tremendous benevolence shown to the
victims of Hurricane Harvey, and they rep-
resent everything that is good about America.
This is truly a country whose citizens will pro-
vide for each other in a time of need, even if
it does mean going without a fitness area for
eight months.

And that is just the way it is.

————

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS

HON. STENY H. HOYER

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, | came
to the Floor and spoke about the March For
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which |
attended. Because they were too long to insert
into the RECORD together, | am submitting
them individually. | hope my colleagues will
read them and internalize the sense of fear in
which our nation’s students are living every
day—and our responsibility as Members of
Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence.

‘MARCH FOR OUR LIVES’ REMARKS
(By Bella Bhimani)

Hi, everyone. Before I begin, I would first
like to thank everyone for coming today to
support such an important cause. The over-
whelming support we’ve received has made
all the difference. And to everyone who do-
nated, whether it be your time, money or
even Kknitting hats, I cannot thank you
enough. I would also like to thank both the
mayor and the Morristown Police Depart-
ment for all the help they have provided and
doing everything possible to make this
march happen. We also have four sponsors,
Blue Wave NJ, Moms Demand Action, NJ-11
for Change, and League of Women Voters.
These organizations are all truly amazing
and have done so much for us. Lastly I would
just like to say how grateful I am for the in-
credible group of students that we have.
These students have worked so hard and
without them none of this would have been
possible.

One of the questions I've been asked a lot
is “‘what makes this shooting so different?”’
I can’t speak for everyone else, but I know at
least for me, when the last major school
shooting happened, (Sandy Hook) I had only
just turned eleven. It’s not that I didn’t care,
because I was obviously upset, but I knew
that as a fifth grader I didn’t have the power
to do anything. Because we live in a world
where we are taught growing up that ‘‘the
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