
CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks E625 May 10, 2018 
adults will handle it’’. We expect that the 
president and all of our legislators will do 
their job and when there is a problem they 
will actually do something about it. However 
as we have grown up we’ve realized that that 
is not the case. If we want change to happen 
we have to make it happen ourselves. One of 
my favorite Gandhi quotes is ‘Be the change 
you wish to see in the world.’ And that is 
why I am up here today. We are the ones af-
fected and we are the only ones willing to fix 
this. 

But before I go any further I want to ad-
dress the preconceived notion that we are 
trying to take away all guns. This is not the 
case. All we want is to make the world safer, 
which is something I think everyone can 
agree. We believe this can be accomplished 
through stricter gun regulations. We are 
asking for stricter background checks, rais-
ing the age limit of purchase and, while not 
everyone may agree, I am certainly in favor 
of a ban on assault rifles, which are truly 
weapons of war. 

Going off of that another question that I 
am frequently asked is, what am I actually 
trying to accomplish with this march. With 
that comes the constant criticism that this 
march isn’t going to suddenly make change 
happen. And to some extent they’re not 
wrong. This is not something that will hap-
pen overnight and is a fight that is going to 
take time. Every fight has to start some-
where and this is only the beginning. So to 
answer the question what I want is to keep 
this conversation going. To get Congress to 
begin discussing passing stricter gun laws 
and to show the world that we won’t stop. 

That being said, I would like everyone to 
take a second to turn to the people around 
you and introduce yourselves. Get to know 
each other, because we are ultimately all one 
community, and we are here for the same 
reason: to put an end to gun violence. And 
this change is only going to happen if we are 
united. 
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to con-
gratulate the recent graduates of the Prince 
William County Public Safety Academy. These 
men and women will soon join the ranks of 
those who have served and continue to serve 
in the Prince William County Department of 
Fire and Rescue. 

Since its inception in 1966, the Department 
of Fire and Rescue has led the way. In 1967, 
Prince William County became the first juris-
diction on the East Coast to implement the 
911 System. That same year, Prince William 
became the first county in the Commonwealth 
of Virginia and the National Capital Region to 
implement a physical ability exam for career 
firefighters. In 1994, Mary Beth Michos was 
hired as Chief and became the first female fire 
and rescue chief of a metro-sized department. 
The Prince William County Department of Fire 
and Rescue continues to maintain one of the 
most forward-thinking combination fire depart-
ments in the country, and its legacy of ‘‘firsts’’ 
continues. It is one of only three jurisdictions 
in the Commonwealth of Virginia with dele-
gated training authority, granted by the Vir-
ginia Department of Fire Programs. 

Each member of the recruit class has suc-
cessfully completed a rigorous application 
process, followed by more than 1,200 hours of 
exhaustive academic and physical training 
over the course of 28 weeks. Upon successful 
completion of this program, each recruit is eli-
gible to graduate and become a Fire and Res-
cue Technician with the Prince William County 
Department of Fire and Rescue. 

The training and certification required to 
achieve the status of a Fire and Rescue Tech-
nician cannot be accomplished without signifi-
cant dedication and hard work. Today’s grad-
uates have completed more than 600 hours of 
the required coursework for certification in 
Cardiopulmonary Resuscitation (CPR), Infec-
tion Control, Certified Scrum Master (CSM), 
Emergency Medical Training (EMT-Basic), 
Firefighter I, Firefighter II, Emergency Vehicle 
Operator Course 2, Emergency Vehicle Oper-
ator Course 3, Flashover Simulation, Rapid 
Intervention Training (RIT), Mayday, Hazmat 
Awareness/Operations, Swift Water Rescue 
Awareness, Liquid Petroleum Gas (LPG) with 
Simulation, Rural Water Supply, Basic Life 
Support (BLS) Protocols, Rope Rescue 
Awareness, Vehicle Rescue Awareness, and 
Child Passenger Safety Seat Instillation. 

It is my honor to include in the RECORD the 
following names of the Prince William County 
Department of Fire and Rescue recruit class 
graduates: 

William Allen, Tyler Barnikel, Jadon Carr, 
Joshua Castellanos, Brice Deible, Samuel 
Gorham, Lucas Gray, Kurt Hagen, David 
Hufford, Brandon Jacobs, Jeremy Lonas, 
Damian Lyles, Corey Mcfarland, Seth 
McGregor, Marcio Midence, Jharray Neal, 
Adam Negvesky, Jordan Rigney, Christopher 
Sager, Dante Sanders, Ian Sheedy, Michael 
Smith, Jesus Tapia-Lima, Sophia Therriault, 
Robert Traver, Ryan Turlik, Brooke Wallace, 
and Nicholas White. 

As the newest members of the Department 
of Fire and Rescue, the aforementioned grad-
uates join the department as integral parts of 
the emergency response and community safe-
ty team. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask that my colleagues join 
me in congratulating the newest members of 
the Prince William County Department of Fire 
and Rescue. I am confident that recruit class 
2017–02 will serve the residents of Prince Wil-
liam County with honor and distinction. In the 
tradition of their new firefighting family, I say: 
‘‘Stay safe.’’ 
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Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr. Speak-
er, South Carolina honored a Grateful Patriot, 
Judge Robert Foster Chapman, who passed 
away on April 18, 2018. 

As a courageous pioneer for developing the 
two-party system, Judge Chapman was Chair-
man of the South Carolina Republican Party in 
1961 when Charlie Boineau of Richland Coun-
ty was elected the first Republican legislator of 
the 20th Century, and in 1962 when State 
Representative Floyd Spence of Lexington 
County, was the first legislator to switch par-

ties in the 20th Century. From this humble be-
ginning, the Republican Party advanced to 
majority status in 1994. 

I particularly appreciate his judicial service 
in 1984 when he ruled that State Senate elec-
tions would not be delayed and single member 
districts would be implemented based on 
equal population. 

The following obituary was published on 
April 26, 2018, in The State of Columbia, 
South Carolina: 

Judge Robert Foster Chapman, born April 
24, 1926, in Inman South Carolina, as the 
middle son of the five sons of James Alfred 
Chapman and Martha Marshall Chapman, 
died peacefully in his sleep on Wednesday, 
April 18, 2018. He attended the public schools 
of Spartanburg and graduated from 
Spartanburg High School in 1943. He entered 
the U.S. Navy on July 1, 1943, in the V–12 
Program at Emory and Henry College. In 
March of 1944, he transferred to the naval 
ROTC at the University of South Carolina 
and graduated in 1945 with a B.S. Degree and 
was commissioned as an Ensign. He was as-
signed to Guam and commanded the ship 
YW–92 at age 19. He later attended the Cross-
roads Operation where atomic bombs were 
tested after the war. 

He entered the University of South Caro-
lina Law School in September of 1946 and 
graduated in January of 1949. He entered the 
practice of law as an associate in the firm of 
Osborne, Butler and Moore in Spartanburg, 
South Carolina and remained with this firm 
until December of 1951 when he was recalled 
to active duty with the U.S. Navy. He was on 
active duty as a Lieutenant from January of 
1952 until October of 1953, on the staff of the 
Commander Naval Forces, Marianas Islands. 
He returned to Spartanburg in October of 
1953 and formed the law firm of Butler and 
Chapman, which became Butler, Chapman, 
Parler and Morgan where he practiced law 
until appointed by President Nixon in May of 
1971 as a United States District Judge. In Oc-
tober of 1981, President Reagan appointed 
him to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the 
Fourth Circuit where he served until elect-
ing senior status in May of 1991. 

Judge Chapman moved from Spartanburg 
to Camden, South Carolina shortly after he 
became a federal judge and he resided in 
Camden until moving back to Spartanburg 
in 2008. 

He became active in the South Carolina 
Republican Party in the spring of 1960 and 
was a delegate to the Republican National 
Conventions in 1960, 1964 and 1968. He served 
as the Chairman of the South Carolina Re-
publican Party from July of 1961 until March 
of 1963. He was the Chairman of the 
Spartanburg County Republican Party from 
1964 through 1969. 

He received the Order of the Palmetto in 
1978; the National Patriot’s Award from the 
Congressional Medal of Honor Society in 
1985; an Honorary Doctor of Laws Degree 
from the University of South Carolina in 
1986; an Honorary Doctor of Humanities from 
the College of Charleston in 2000. He became 
a member of the American Trial Lawyers As-
sociation beginning on September 1, 1969. 

He married Mary Winston (Wince) 
Gwathmey Chapman of Spartanburg on De-
cember 21, 1951 and took her with him to 
Guam. They had three sons: Edward Bates 
Chapman, born December 11, 1953, of Tryon, 
North Carolina; Alfred Foster Chapman, 
born October 16, 1955, of Spartanburg, South 
Carolina; and Winston Gwathmey Chapman, 
born November 11, 1958 of Breckenridge, Col-
orado. Wince Chapman was the daughter of 
Dr. and Mrs. Edward M Gwathmey of 
Spartanburg and she died September 28, 1998. 
He married Mary Vail St. Georges of South 
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