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and for his tireless service to the United
States of America.

———
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Mr. ADERHOLT. Mr. Speaker, we have
often heard stories of American soldiers and
airmen in World War Il being rescued by he-
roic men and women throughout Europe.
Today | rise to honor just such a man and his
family.

On April 9, 1945, 2nd Lieutenant Warren
Aderholt, a cousin on my father's side,
crashed his P-5I Mustang approximately 30
miles behind enemy lines in northern ltaly
near the town of Sarzana. The area was occu-
pied by German forces and the local civilians
had been warned not to assist the Allied
forces. They were told that if they disobeyed
this directive they risked being shot. Neverthe-
less, at great personal risk to himself and his
family, Mr. Osvaldo Ghio rescued Lieutenant
Aderholt. Mr. Ghio and his family gave Lt.
Aderholt food and clothes and hid him in a se-
cret hideout that he had constructed for just
this purpose. The hideout looked like a large
stack of concrete blocks, but inside was a
place for Aderholt to hide.

Also, U.S. documents show that Mr. Ghio
would personally remove mines from around
the airport that the Germans had placed there.
He would go through these mine fields at night
so as not to be seen and would then give the
mines to the ltalian Partisans in their fight
against the enemy. Had Mr. Ghio not removed
these mines when Lt. Aderholt bellied his
plane into the airport, he would have surely hit
one as his plane skid in a crash landing.

Once the news that an American pilot had
crash landed nearby, the Germans lined up
the local citizens, including the Ghio family,
and interrogated them. One family even had
their home burned by the Germans. However,
the Ghios continued to hide Lt. Aderholt until
the coast was clear. Once the German troops
left the area they led Lt. Aderholt to safety by
hiking miles through the mountains to the front
where American troops were advancing.

Members of Lt. Warren Aderholt’'s family will
be traveling to Sarzana, ltaly this month to
meet the surviving daughter of Mr. Ghio,
Rosalba. | would also like to recognize the
painstaking research of Claudio Mischi, an
aeronautical archaeologist, who did extensive
research on what exactly happened in April of
1945 at this location. Mr. Mischi has done this
painstaking research out of his extreme grati-
tude to the United States and the Allies that
liberated his country. It should also be noted
that Claudio Mischi is writing a biography on
Lt. Aderholt’s career as well.

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to recognize the
courage of the Ghio family and their sacrifice
to help rescue Lt. Warren Aderholt back on
April 9, 1945, as well as all those who offered
acts of kindness and assistance to the United
States Military during World War |II.
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Mr. CONNOLLY. Mr. Speaker, | rise to rec-
ognize the 2017 MVLE Annual Award Recipi-
ents.

For 46 years, MVLE has provided employ-
ment opportunities and support services to in-
dividuals with disabilities, and thereby created
an environment which has allowed its clients
to live in dignity and as independently as pos-
sible. MVLE has achieved this success by
partnering with local businesses, as well as
with government agencies and other not-for-
profit organizations. MVLE, its staff, and dedi-
cated volunteers and supporters can be proud
that they are making a positive difference in
someone’s life every day.

Each year, MVLE honors individual partici-
pants as well as business and community
partners, who support MVLE’s mission. | am
pleased to include in the RECORD the names
of the 2017 award recipients:

The President’s Award is being presented to
individuals who have shown outstanding
progress toward gaining independence and
self-sufficiency through participation in employ-
ment and community services. The 2017
President's Award recipients are Ivana
Ardinoto, Willie Anne Belleh, Brittany Davis,
and Jeremy Dustin.

The Chairman’s Award is being presented
to an outstanding business partner who has
demonstrated excellence in hiring practices,
creating supportive work environments, and
supporting the mission of MVLE. The 2017
Chairman’s Award recipient is the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration’s Office
of Headquarter Operations.

MVLE also presents four Community
Awards for Government, Employment Partner,
Advocacy, and Social Responsibility.

The Government Champion Award is being
presented to state Delegate Mark Sickles.
MVLE presents this award to an outstanding
partner who is committed to creating meaning-
ful employment opportunities by building part-
nerships across government and business
sectors.

The Employment Partner Award is being
presented to Parkway Express. MVLE pre-
sents this award to an outstanding partner
who is committed to creating meaningful com-
munity employment opportunities for individ-
uals with disabilities and military veterans.

The Advocacy Champion Award is being
presented to Lee District Supervisor Jeff
McKay. MVLE presents this award to an out-
standing partner who advocates for community
integration by fostering partnerships across
sectors to create futures one person at a time.

The Social Responsibility Award is being
presented to First Virginia Community Bank.
MVLE presents this award to an outstanding
partner who supports MVLE through contribu-
tions and volunteer work.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in commending MVLE for its success in help-
ing individuals with disabilities achieve inde-
pendence and in congratulating the 2017
MVLE Annual Award recipients. The efforts of
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MVLE, its supporters, community partners,
and clients are an inspiration to all and are
worthy of our highest praise.

SPORTS FOR ALL

HON. TED POE

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Thursday, May 10, 2018

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, it's that
time of year again, ballparks are back in
swing. You will be hard pressed not to find a
little league game being played just about any
day of the week. Most kids know the thrill of
lacing up their cleats, wearing a uniform, and
being part of a team. My community desired
that ALL kids have this chance. | am proud to
announce that the Second District of Texas
has a new ballpark in town—Insperity Adapt-
ive Sports Complex.

Too often children with disabilities are
forced to watch from the bench or sidelines.
Playgrounds and sports fields are neither
wheelchair nor walker friendly. Humble Inde-
pendent School District and the YMCA
partnered to provide children with disabilities
and special needs a unique barrier free envi-
ronment to play and participate in team sports.
The facility exists because of companies like
Insperity and folks like Joe Cleary, Mark
Koenig, and Dr. Guy Sconzo; along with the
executive directors, board members, private
donors, and volunteers, who devoted count-
less hours and money to improving the lives of
children with disabilities.

Insperity Adaptive Sports Complex is lo-
cated near Summerwood between Groves El-
ementary and West Lake Middle School. It sits
on 5 acres. It features two YMCA Miracle
League fields. Both fields are wheelchair ac-
cessible with a synthetic surface that allows
children of all abilities to take the field. The
team dugouts accommodate wheelchairs and
other special needs such as walkers. Kids of
all abilities can now be a part of a team. They
proudly wear their uniform and round the
bases just like their friends. And they have
fans. It is joy to witness parents getting to
watch their disabled child be a part of a team
for the very first time.

The new adaptive sports facility also has an
innovative playground with ramps, special
swings, and sensory stations. It even has a
basketball court with modified basketball
hoops. It feels like any other ball park with
concessions and a pavilion. It is important for
those with disabilities to stay active. Adaptive
sports and recreational programs bring health,
wellness and social benefits to the special
needs child. It is challenging but also healing.

The unique partnership, between the school
district and the YMCA, allows students in the
district to use the facility during the school day
and the YMCA uses the facility in the eve-
nings and weekends. The community is wel-
come to enjoy the open playground outside of
school times. A win win for the Lake Houston
area.

So this weekend, grab your sunscreen, and
head out to our newest park in town. Be ready
to cheer on some remarkable Texans, who
are happy to finally be a part of a team.

And that’s just the way it is.
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