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(iii) the total number of years of occupa-
tion as a firefighter and a detailing of addi-
tional employment experience, whether con-
current, before, or anytime thereafter;

(iv)(I) the approximate number of fire inci-
dents attended, including information re-
lated to the type of fire incidents and the
role of the firefighter in responding to the
incident; or

(IT) in the case of a firefighter for whom in-
formation on such number and type is un-
available, an estimate of such number and
type based on the method developed under
subsection (d)(1)(D); and

(v) other medical information and health
history, including additional risk factors, as
appropriate, and other information relevant
to a cancer incidence study of firefighters.

(2) INFORMATION ON DIAGNOSES AND TREAT-
MENT.—In carrying out paragraph (1), with
respect to diagnoses and treatment of fire-
fighters with cancer, the Secretary shall, as
appropriate, enable the Firefighter Registry
to electronically connect to State-based can-
cer registries, for a purpose described by
clause (vi) or (vii) of section 399B(c)(2)(D) of
the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C.
280e(c)(2)(D)), to obtain—

(A) date of diagnoses and source of infor-
mation; and

(B) pathological data characterizing the
cancer, including cancer site, state of disease
(pursuant to Staging Guide), incidence, and
type of treatment.

(d) FIREFIGHTER REGISTRY COORDINATION
STRATEGY.—

(1) REQUIRED STRATEGY.—The Secretary
shall, in consultation with the relevant
stakeholders identified in subsection (e), in-
cluding epidemiologists and pathologists, de-
velop a strategy to coordinate data collec-
tion activities, including within existing
State registries, for inclusion in the Fire-
fighter Registry established under this Act.
The strategy may include the following:

(A) Increasing awareness of the Firefighter

Registry and encouraging participation
among volunteer, paid-on-call, and career
firefighters.

(B) Consideration of unique data collection
needs that may arise to generate a statis-
tically reliable representation of minority,
female, and volunteer firefighters, including
methods, as needed, to encourage participa-
tion from such populations.

(C) Information on how the Secretary will
store data described in subsection (c¢)(1) and
provide electronic access to relevant health
information described in subsection (c)(2).

(D) Working in consultation with the ex-
perts described in subsection (e), a reliable
and standardized method for estimating the
number of fire incidents attended by a fire-
fighter as well as the type of fire incident so
attended in the case such firefighter is un-
able to provide such information.

(2) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—The Secretary
shall submit the strategy described in para-
graph (1) to the Committee on Energy and
Commerce of the House of Representatives
and the Committee on Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions of the Senate not later
than 30 days after the date of the completion
of the strategy.

(3) GUIDANCE FOR INCLUSION AND MAINTE-
NANCE OF DATA ON FIREFIGHTERS.—The Sec-
retary shall develop, in consultation with
the stakeholders identified in subsection (e),
State health agencies, State departments of
homeland security, and volunteer, paid-on-
call, combination, and career firefighting
agencies, a strategy for inclusion of fire-
fighters in the registry that are representa-
tive of the general population of firefighters,
that outlines the following:

(A) How new information about firefighters
will be submitted to the Firefighter Registry
for inclusion.
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(B) How information about firefighters will
be maintained and updated in the Firefighter
Registry over time.

(C) A method for estimating the number of
fire incidents attended by a firefighter as
well as the type of fire incident so attended
in the case such firefighter is unable to pro-
vide such information.

(D) Further information, as deemed nec-
essary by the Secretary.

(e) CONSULTATION AND REPORT.—The Sec-
retary shall consult with non-Federal ex-
perts on the Firefighter Registry established
under this section, and shall submit to the
Committee on Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions of the Senate and the Committee
on Energy and Commerce of the House of
Representatives a report that includes, as
appropriate, information on goals achieved
and improvements needed to strengthen the
Firefighter Registry. Such non-Federal ex-
perts shall include the following:

(1) Public health experts with experience
in developing and maintaining cancer reg-
istries.

(2) Epidemiologists with experience in
studying cancer incidence.

(3) Clinicians with experience in diag-
nosing and treating cancer incidence.

(4) Active and retired volunteer, paid-on-
call, and career firefighters as well as rel-
evant national fire and emergency response
organizations.

(f) RESEARCH AVAILABILITY.—Subject to
subsection (g), the Secretary shall ensure
that information and analysis in the Fire-
fighter Registry are available, as appro-
priate, to the public, including researchers,
firefighters, and national fire service organi-
zations.

(g) PRIVACY.—In carrying out this Act, the
Secretary shall ensure that information in
and analysis of the Firefighter Registry are
made available in a manner that, at a min-
imum, protects personal privacy to the ex-
tent required by applicable Federal and
State privacy law.

(h) AUTHORIZATION OF FUNDS.—To carry
out this section, there are authorized to be
appropriated $2,500,000 for each of the fiscal
years 2018 through 2022.

———

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. TILLIS. Mr. President, I have 3
requests for committees to meet during
today’s session of the Senate. They
have the approval of the Majority and
Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON ARMED SERVICES

The Committee on Armed Services is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 10,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: Lisa Por-
ter, of Virginia, to be a Deputy Under
Secretary, James N. Stewart, of North
Carolina, to be an Assistant Secretary,
James H. Anderson, of Virginia, to be
an Assistant Secretary, and Gregory J.
Slavonic, of Oklahoma, to be an Assist-
ant Secretary of the Navy, all of the
Department of Defense, and Charles P.
Verdon, of California, to be Deputy Ad-
ministrator for Defense Programs, Na-
tional Nuclear Security Administra-
tion, Department of Energy.
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COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Thursday, May
10, 2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing
entitled ‘“Modernizing Development Fi-
nance.”’

COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY

The Committee on the Judiciary is
authorized to meet during the session
of the Senate on Thursday, May 10,
2018, at 10 a.m. to conduct a hearing on
the following nominations: ark Jeremy
Bennett, of Hawaii, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Ninth Circuit,
Nancy E. Brasel, and Eric C. Tostrud,
both to be a United States District
Judge for the District of Minnesota,
Robert R. Summerhays, to be United
States District Judge for the Western
District of Louisiana, Andrew S.
Oldham, of Texas, to be United States
Circuit Judge for the Fifth Circuit,
Alan D. Albright, to be United States
District Judge for the Western District
of Texas, Thomas S. Kleeh, to be
United States District Judge for the
Northern District of West Virginia,
Peter J. Phipps, to be United States
District Judge for the Western District
of Pennsylvania, Michael J. Truncale,
of Texas, to be United States District
Judge for the Eastern District of
Texas, Wendy Vitter, to be United
States District Judge for the Eastern
District of Louisiana, and Cheryl A.
Lydon, to be United States Attorney
for the District of South Carolina,
Sonya K. Chavez, to be United States
Marshal for the District of New Mex-
ico, Scott E. Kracl, to be United States
Marshal for the District of Nebraska,
and J. C. Raffety, to be United States
Marshal for the Northern District of
West Virginia, all of the Department of
Justice.

——————

RECOGNIZING THE ROLES AND
CONTRIBUTIONS OF THE TEACH-
ERS OF THE UNITED STATES IN
BUILDING AND ENHANCING THE
CIVIC, CULTURAL, AND ECO-
NOMIC WELL-BEING OF THE
UNITED STATES

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the Senate
proceed to the consideration of S. Res.
505, submitted earlier today.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 505) recognizing the
roles and contributions of the teachers of the
United States in building and enhancing the
civic, cultural, and economic well-being of
the United States.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. PORTMAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the resolution
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed
to, and the motions to reconsider be
considered made and laid upon the
table with no intervening action or de-
bate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.
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