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All in all, they made the celebration even 

more special for all who attended. 
Mr. Speaker, please join me in recognizing 

and thanking Pastor Kent Mattox and the 
Word Alive staff. 
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IN CELEBRATION OF MIS-
SISSIPPI’S FIRST GOLD STAR 
MEMORIAL 

HON. STEVEN M. PALAZZO 
OF MISSISSIPPI 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2018 

Mr. PALAZZO. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
announce the unveiling of a new monument in 
my district, the first of its kind in Mississippi. 
Today, at the Armed Forces Museum, located 
at Camp Shelby, a Gold Star Memorial will be 
introduced to beloved families and friends of 
our Gold Star veterans, while military officers, 
dignitaries, elected officials, and others take a 
first look at this worthy and timely piece of art, 
history, and honor. 

Fortunately, the state of Mississippi, espe-
cially my Congressional District, is comprised 
of thousands of citizens who support and de-
fend American values, including a powerful, 
respected, highly trained military fighting force. 

Our Gold Star families are special to us. 
Many would agree that a soldier who gives his 
or her life in service is the ultimate citizen; 
however, we must also know that those who 
support that soldier at home deserve recogni-
tion, too. The sacrifices of the home-front exist 
in partnership with the service member’s com-
mitment to ‘‘protect and defend this nation 
against enemies, both foreign and domestic.’’ 
Approximately 1,100 Gold Star families reside 
in Mississippi, and the list has grown by nearly 
400 names since the Gulf War. They all de-
serve to be remembered. 

The location of the first Gold Star Memorial 
in Mississippi reflects our deep history of mili-
tary service and sacrifice. Since World War I, 

Camp Shelby has served as one of America’s 
most respected training and mobilization sites 
for various military branches. It was the sec-
ond largest training facility during World War 
II, and has served as a major training installa-
tion ever since. I am proud to be part of the 
Camp Shelby legacy myself, as well as the U. 
S. Representative for thousands of families 
associated with this historic location. 

Five Gold Star Memorials will be placed at 
various points around Mississippi, to include 
Meridian, Tupelo, the Jackson area, and the 
Gulf Coast. I am grateful to be part of the un-
veiling at Camp Shelby, in Mississippi’s Fight-
ing Fourth Congressional District. 
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CHILDPROOF AMERICA 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, May 15, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, human traf-
ficking is a plague on our city, town and na-
tion. It is a menace to our society and must 
not be tolerated. Fortunately, we have out-
standing organizations brave enough to bring 
awareness to this horrific crime. 

Childproof America is a non-profit located in 
Houston, Texas and founded by Kelly Litvak. 
Although Kelly has always had a heart for 
helping at-risk youth, her calling to found 
Childproof America was inspired by her fam-
ily’s own experience with human trafficking 
and the resulting impact it had on their lives. 

The Litvak’s were what you would consider 
the stereotypical ‘‘all-American’’ family. They 
lived in an upscale suburban community in 
Houston, Texas, with top ranked schools. In 
2007, Kelly released a faith-based book titled, 
‘‘Tools 4 Teens’’, which focused on teen 
issues to help them navigate through some of 
the most challenging times in life. The book 
was translated into a classroom curriculum in 
2008, and the nonprofit Tools 4 Life was 

formed. Countless juvenile’s lives were trans-
formed through a partnership formed with Har-
ris County Juvenile Probation. The stories of 
misguided youth were often a story at the din-
ner table for the Litvaks. But Mr. Speaker, no 
family is immune to human trafficking. 

Kelly’s daughter, Courtney, was a popular 
student in Katy ISD. In 2016, Courtney was 
approached by a fellow peer who was a well- 
known basketball player. But, Mr. Speaker, it 
wasn’t an innocent high school friendship. The 
student lured Courtney into a local sex traf-
ficking ring. When the Litvaks realized what 
had happened to their daughter, they quickly 
took action, ushering her out of the state for 
a few months, trying to protect their daughter 
from her traffickers. When she returned home 
to Texas, Courtney turned 18, and ran away 
from home. To this day, the Litvaks are un-
aware of where their daughter is. Unfortu-
nately, stories like this are all too common. 

Childproof America promotes public aware-
ness and educates the public on the realities 
of human trafficking. Offering a free online 
learning curriculum, Childproof America strives 
to educate and equip parents with the knowl-
edge about the strategies traffickers use to ex-
ploit children. The Family Guides Program of-
fers free services to the community, ranging 
from pinpointing online activity and locations, 
to intervention, extraction by law enforcement 
and survivor care. Regular community meet-
ings are held to provide presentations about 
human trafficking to those willing to be advo-
cates and start a conversation. Childproof 
America’s passion, dedication, and support in 
educating folks about human trafficking makes 
our community a safer place. 

Human trafficking is the fastest growing 
criminal industry in the world today. It is occur-
ring in every city and state in the nation. Pub-
lic awareness is extremely important. We must 
continue to work together to end human traf-
ficking and provide aid to those that have 
been victimized by this scourge on humanity. 

And that’s just the way it is. 
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