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That the Senate passed with an amend-
ment H.R. 931.
With best wishes, I am,
Sincerely,
KAREN L. HAAS.

———

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following commu-
nication from the Clerk of the House of
Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, May 15, 2018.
Hon. PAUL D. RYAN,
The Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
May 15, 2018, at 11:43 a.m.:

Appointment:

United States Commission on
national Religious Freedom.

With best wishes, I am,

Sincerely,

Inter-

KAREN L. HAAS.

———

RECESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 12(a) of rule I, the Chair
declares the House in recess until ap-
proximately 3:45 today.

Accordingly (at 2 o’clock and 10 min-
utes p.m.), the House stood in recess.

———
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AFTER RECESS

The recess having expired, the House
was called to order by the Speaker pro
tempore (Mr. JOHNSON of Ohio) at 3
o’clock and 52 minutes p.m.

———

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
will postpone further proceedings
today on motions to suspend the rules
on which a recorded vote or the yeas
and nays are ordered, or votes objected
to under clause 6 of rule XX.

The House will resume proceedings
on postponed questions at a later time.

———

LIEUTENANT OSVALDO ALBARATI
CORRECTIONAL OFFICER SELF-
PROTECTION ACT OF 2017

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I
move to suspend the rules and pass the
bill (H.R. 613) to amend title 18, United
States Code, to require that the Direc-
tor of the Bureau of Prisons ensure
that each chief executive officer of a
Federal penal or correctional institu-
tion provides a secure storage area lo-
cated outside of the secure perimeter
of the Federal penal or correctional in-
stitution for firearms carried by cer-
tain employees of the Bureau of Pris-
ons, and for other purposes.
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The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The text of the bill is as follows:
H.R. 613

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,

SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

This Act may be cited as the ‘‘Lieutenant
Osvaldo Albarati Correctional Officer Self-
Protection Act of 2017”°.

SEC. 2. FINDINGS.

Congress finds that—

(1) the Law Enforcement Officers Safety
Act of 2004 (Public Law 108-277; 118 Stat. 865)
gives certain law enforcement officers, in-
cluding certain correctional officers of the
Bureau of Prisons, the right to carry a con-
cealed firearm in all 50 States for self-protec-
tion;

(2) the purpose of that Act is to allow cer-
tain law enforcement officers to protect
themselves while off duty;

(3) correctional officers of the Bureau of
Prisons have been the targets of assaults and
murders while off duty; and

(4) while that Act allows certain law en-
forcement officers to protect themselves off
duty, the Director of the Bureau of Prisons
allows correctional officers of the Bureau of
Prisons to securely store personal firearms
at only 31 Federal penal and correctional in-
stitutions while at work.

SEC. 3. SECURE FIREARMS STORAGE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 303 of title 18,
United States Code, is amended by adding at
the end the following:

“§4050. Secure firearms storage

‘‘(a) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

‘(1) the term ‘employee’ means a qualified
law enforcement officer employed by the Bu-
reau of Prisons; and

‘“(2) the terms ‘firearm’ and ‘qualified law
enforcement officer’ have the meanings
given those terms under section 926B.

“(b) SECURE FIREARMS STORAGE.—The Di-
rector of the Bureau of Prisons shall ensure
that each chief executive officer of a Federal
penal or correctional institution—

‘“(1)(A) provides a secure storage area lo-
cated outside of the secure perimeter of the
institution for employees to store firearms;
or

“(B) allows employees to store firearms in
a vehicle lockbox approved by the Director
of the Bureau of Prisons; and

‘(2) notwithstanding any other provision
of law (including regulations), allows em-
ployees to carry concealed firearms on the
premises outside of the secure perimeter of
the institution.”.

(b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMEND-
MENT.—The table of sections for chapter 303
of title 18, United States Code, is amended by
adding at the end the following:
€“4050. Secure firearms storage.”’.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to the rule, the gentleman from
Virginia (Mr. GOODLATTE) and the gen-
tleman from Maryland (Mr. RASKIN)
each will control 20 minutes.

The Chair recognizes the gentleman
from Virginia.

GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days within
which to revise and extend their re-
marks and include extraneous material
on H.R. 613, currently under consider-
ation.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Virginia?
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There was no objection.

Mr. GOODLATTE. Mr. Speaker, 1
yield myself such time as I may con-
sume.

Mr. Speaker, in 2004 Congress passed
and President Bush signed into law the
Law Enforcement Officers Safety Act,
LEOSA. LEOSA allows certain law en-
forcement officers, including correc-
tional officers of the Bureau of Prisons,
the right to carry a concealed firearm
throughout the United States, the Dis-
trict of Columbia, the Commonwealth
of Puerto Rico, and all other U.S. terri-
tories for self-defense and the defense
of others. LEOSA also allows law en-
forcement officers to carry their fire-
arms while off duty.

These laws help keep citizens safe,
but there is still room for improve-
ment. For example, the Bureau of Pris-
ons does not permit its correctional of-
ficers to safely store their personal
firearms in a secure locker at its facili-
ties, and employees are otherwise pro-
hibited from storing them in their per-
sonal vehicles while parked on Bureau
of Prisons property. This leaves correc-
tional workers vulnerable to attack
during their commutes to and from
work.

Sadly, an attack on a correctional of-
ficer while commuting to or from a
prison is not a hypothetical situation.
On the evening of February 26, 2013, Bu-
reau of Prisons Lieutenant Osvaldo
Albarati was ambushed and murdered
while on his way home from work.

According to court documents, the
shooting was a hit ordered by Federal
inmates housed at the Metropolitan
Detention Center, Guaynabo, Puerto
Rico. Authorities believe that Lieuten-
ant Albarati’s murder was a direct re-
sult of his work at the prison; specifi-
cally, in retaliation for his investiga-
tions into cell phone smuggling at the
MDC and the seizure of contraband.

Lieutenant Albarati was ambushed
during his drive home, shot 16 times,
and died at the scene. He was 39 years
old.

On January 28, 2015, a Federal grand
jury in the District of Puerto Rico re-
turned a six-count indictment charging
nine individuals for the murder of
Lieutenant Albarati. In January of
2016, Federal prosecutors notified the
district court of their intention to seek
the death penalty. Trial preparation is
ongoing in that case.

Mr. Speaker, Lieutenant Albarati’s
family has yet to receive justice for
this senseless, despicable act, but we,
as a legislative body, can do our best to
ensure this never happens again. To
that end, H.R. 613 makes a common-
sense amendment to Federal law to ad-
dress the problem highlighted by this
tragedy.

This bipartisan bill, cosponsored by
54 of our colleagues, would direct the
Bureau of Prisons to provide a secure
storage area located outside the secure
perimeter of each Bureau of Prisons fa-
cility where correctional officers will
be able to store their personal firearms
and allow employees to store firearms
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