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old and can’t take any new capacity
and actually are polluting our rivers,
and clean water is not available to peo-
ple in some of the largest cities in the
United States of America.

Where is the Federal partner? There
is no Federal partner with the Repub-
licans in charge. Let the States do it.
Let’s devolve this obligation to the
States. That is their solution: The
States should pay for it.

Well, it didn’t work in the fifties.
How the heck is that going to work in
the 21st century?

Even if one State decides now to in-
crease capacity to move freight—say
California wants to move all of the
freight that comes into Los Angeles
out of California to the rest of the Na-
tion where it is going and bring the
goods in to export from there, how is
that going to work when you get to the
Nevada State line and there is a two-
lane road—or no road—on the other
side?

This is an abject failure, and it is
time for Congress to act. If the Repub-
licans won’t act, maybe we need to re-
place them with a party that will act
to rebuild America and make us com-
petitive in the world for the 21st cen-
tury, not devolution. We need a Fed-
eral partnership. We need Federal in-
vestment. We need a coordinated 21st
century national transportation sys-
tem.

————

RECOGNIZING REBECCA OBERT-
THORN

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DONOVAN). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
FITZPATRICK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, it
is my honor to recognize an educator
in my district who is making a lasting
difference in the lives of Bucks County
students.

Rebecca Obert-Thorn, of Pennwood
Middle School in Lower Makefield, was
recently named the winner of the
Axalta All-Pro Teacher of the Year
Award. For this distinction, Rebecca
has secured $7,000 for Pennwood to be
used on materials that promote STEM
education and opportunities for stu-
dents.

This program, which is in collabora-
tion with the Philadelphia Eagles, hon-
ored Rebecca due to her dedication in
the classroom, along with her work on
the board of directors at Silver Lake
Nature Center in Bristol and through
STEM work at the Bucks County Com-
munity College. It also featured an
event at Pennwood Middle School with
Eagles wide receiver Bryce Treggs.

I applaud Rebecca for her work in
promoting STEM education and her
commitment to building our next gen-
eration of leaders in Bucks County.
RECOGNIZING COUNCIL ROCK HIGH SCHOOL SOUTH

Mr. FITZGERALD. Mr. Speaker,
NASA is known for hiring the brightest
and most adept people in the world to
execute the functions of space explo-
ration and research. I am proud to rec-
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ognize some of their youngest employ-
ees, who work not out of Houston,
Texas, but from Council Rock High
School South in Pennsylvania.

Council Rock South is one of 125
schools in the Nation, and the only
school in Pennsylvania, that partici-
pate in a unique program that enables
students to develop projects that ulti-
mately could be used by NASA itself.
Indeed, NASA is currently working on
one of the projects that originated
from Council Rock South several years
prior: a vibration isolation chamber
that would protect fertilized eggs.

I applaud these students for their
contributions and would like to thank
the technology education teacher, Fred
Bauer, for the guidance and direction
he provides these impressive young
women and men.

———

MENTAL HEALTH AWARENESS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Illinois (Ms. KELLY) for 5 minutes.

Ms. KELLY of Illinois. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to talk about something
critical to each and every person in the
House and the millions of Americans
whom we represent: our health.

It is no secret that the Affordable
Care Act was an important start to-
ward increasing access to care and ad-
dressing long-lingering health dispari-
ties that plague our communities.
Thanks to the ACA, millions of Ameri-
cans have access to quality, affordable
healthcare, many for the first time.
The impacts have been positive across
the country, but especially in the Afri-
can American community, where the
uninsured rate has been cut in half.

Mr. Speaker, this is remarkable
progress, but we still have a long way
to go. Globally, the U.S. ranks 24th in
healthcare. Let me say that again. We,
the United States, the richest country
in the history of the world, ranks 24th
when it comes to healthcare. Nations
like Slovenia, Antigua, and Barbuda
outrank us. Mr. Speaker, that is out-
rageous. We can and must do better.

One area we desperately need to do
better in is mental health. One in five
Americans—that is more than 40 mil-
lion of us—suffer from a mental health
condition. Thankfully, the Affordable
Care Act mandated, for the first time,
that mental health services be included
in coverage.

But stigma and a persistent lack of
access to care continue to prevent
many from seeking and receiving
treatment. It is estimated that more
than half of those struggling with a
mental health condition cannot, or do
not, receive the care that they need.

This Mental Health Awareness
Month, I want to challenge my col-
leagues to join efforts to end stigma
and bring these issues out into the
open: join a rally, send a tweet on
available services in your district, or
host a roundtable with veterans who
are struggling.
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Do something, anything,
deconstruct the stigma.

If every Member of this House did
something, that is more than 440 mo-
ments to help tear down this stigma
that keeps too many struggling with-
out care.

This month, May, is also Lupus
Awareness Month. Despite affecting
more than 1.5 million Americans, lupus
is poorly understood and often over-
looked even by medical professionals.

It is estimated that a patient with
lupus will go 6 years before they finally
receive an accurate diagnosis.

More than 90 percent of those living
with lupus are women, and a dispropor-
tionate number are people of color. In
fact, African Americans, Latinos,
Asians, and Native Americans are as
much as three times more likely to be
diagnosed with lupus than White Amer-
icans.

I hope that this House will mark May
and Lupus Awareness Month by recom-
mitting research, improved awareness,
and increased access to care to support
the 1.5 million Americans living with
lupus.

This month, I also want to draw at-
tention to the fact that more than 75
million of us suffer from high blood
pressure.

Tragically, more than half—or 38
million—of us do not have this condi-
tion under control, leading to wors-
ening complications, including heart
disease and stroke, two of the leading
causes of death in this country.

High blood pressure is often called
the silent killer, and I know that near-
ly every one of us in this House has a
story of losing a friend or loved one to
stroke or a heart attack.

Again, as with nearly every disease,
African Americans are disproportion-
ately impacted. In fact, more than 40
percent of African American women
and men have high blood pressure.

Our community often tends to de-
velop this disorder earlier and experi-
ence it more severely than our White
counterparts.

So this month I challenge everyone
to ‘“‘embrace the squeeze’ and get your
blood pressure checked. Knowing is
half the battle, and it can save your
life.

We have a chance for Congress to
tackle these issues head-on.

Next week, my dear friend, mentor,
and colleague, Congresswoman BAR-
BARA LEE, will introduce the Health
Equity and Accountability Act, also
known as the HEAA bill.

This bill, that I have personally had
the honor of introducing last Congress,
takes a comprehensive look at where
we need to address Americans’ health
disparities crisis.

I hope that all Members will take a
careful look at this important bill and
join us as cosponsors.

While many of these health dispari-
ties have existed for years, they don’t
need to persist. We can address them,
we can solve problems, so let’s get to
it.

to help



		Superintendent of Documents
	2019-04-12T15:38:38-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




