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2018 SECRETARY OF DEFENSE EM-
PLOYER SUPPORT FREEDOM
AWARD

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, in
honor of National Police Week, I rise
today to recognize the Dunlap, Ten-
nessee, Police Department on its selec-
tion as a finalist for the 2018 Secretary
of Defense Employer Support Freedom
Award.

This award, given each year by the
National Committee for Employer Sup-
port of the Guard, recognizes employ-
ers who go above and beyond to support
their employees serving in the Na-
tional Guard and military reserves.
Out of 2,300 nominations nationwide,
the Dunlap Police Department was
chosen as one of just 30 finalists for the
award, whose recipients will be an-
nounced next month.

Under the leadership of Police Chief
Clint Huth, who is himself a Navy Re-
serve Master Chief, the Dunlap Police
Department has been active in their
support for their guard and their re-
serve employees.

Like many employers across the
country, Chief Huth and the Dunlap PD
play an important role in our Nation’s
military readiness through their un-
wavering support of our reserve compo-
nents.

On behalf of Tennessee’s Fourth Dis-
trict, I would like to congratulate
them on their recognition and offer my
sincere gratitude for the commitment
they have made to our citizen soldiers.

———

THE FARM BILL IS A FLAWED
BILL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker,
the debate this week in Congress cen-
ters largely around the farm bill, the
most important bill that most people
pay little or no attention to.

Currently, there is a mad scramble
for votes for a flawed bill from a frac-
tured Republican caucus.

Now, we are going to have some
minor discussions on the floor. There
are some amendments that will be
bounced back and forth, but they are
basically beside the point, not the big-
picture issues that need to be debated.

There are fatal flaws. First and fore-
most, virtually everyone on our side of
the aisle is adamantly opposed to the
efforts to cut nutrition funding
through SNAP, food stamps, rather
than expanding opportunities to nutri-
tion and healthy food.

For example, they are cutting farm-
ers market funding, for heaven’s sake,
projects that are popular across the
country and connect consumers di-
rectly with farmers for fresh, healthy
food.
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This is all while they are proposing
to essentially hound people off food
stamps with unnecessary restrictions
for employment. The vast majority of
people are already employed or have
difficulty being employed or there
aren’t jobs available. They are going to
have a job training program, about $45
per person, which anybody who works
in this field will acknowledge that the
bureaucracy and the trouble will be
more than it is worth in terms of a
benefit to people. Essentially, they will
hound people off food stamps.

This is at the same time where they
are expanding subsidies for wealthy
farming interests and expanding the
ability to get those subsidies to people
who aren’t actively involved with
farming. This bill is going to send sub-
sidy checks to New York City and Chi-
cago and San Francisco, people who are
cousins and nieces and nephews, not
actively farming.

The second major problem with this
bill is it attacks conservation funding,
cutting a billion dollars from essential
services, cutbacks with the Conserva-
tion Stewardship Program, $5 billion
cut out of the Working Lands Project,
and not strengthening the ability of
environmental programs to produce re-
sults. There is no requirement that we
have high-quality environmental out-
comes.

In fact, the EQIP Program has a wide
variety of things that we pay farmers
to do that actually don’t enhance the
environment. We are paying farmers
for the cost of doing business: fencing,
hog lagoons. That is decidedly the
wrong step to take.

The worst aspect that is not getting
the attention it deserves is the so-
called King amendment, the Protect
Interstate Commerce Act, which would
prevent State or local governments
from regulating an agricultural prod-
uct except to the extent it is already
regulated by Federal law or the pro-
ducing State.

Think about that for a moment.
States are moving to deal with the
opioid crisis, and they would be pre-
vented from having drug prohibitions
that go beyond what the Federal Gov-
ernment does or other States.

Food packaging regulations. Many
States are concerned about BPA-free
container requirements for baby food:
prohibited.

Fishing regulations. In my State, and
I suspect in many others, people are se-
rious about being able to protect fish-
eries, commercial and recreational, but
under this bill, they would be prohib-
ited if another State has looser re-
quirements. My colleague from Seattle
might have some concerns in her State
about protecting the clamming oper-
ations, but some State like Nebraska
that doesn’t have them could come in
and not observe those limits.

The notion that we won’t have
invasive pest protections that are tai-
lored to what our States want, product
transportation laws, secure containers
for animal carcasses and grease—low-
est common denominator.
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Licensing and permitting of commer-
cial enterprises, for example, profes-
sional licensing and pet sellers; you
could not prohibit a convicted animal
abuser from having a license to traffic
animals if the other State doesn’t have
it.

These are horrific provisions tram-
pling on States’ rights, consumer pro-
tection, environmental protection, ag-
ricultural protection.

This bill should be rejected.

———————

NATIONAL SALVATION ARMY
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
DESJARLAIS). The Chair recognizes the
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr.
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes.

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania.
Mr. Speaker, this week is National Sal-
vation Army Week, and it is a time to
recognize the good that this organiza-
tion does, but also a time to raise
awareness about the challenges faced
by more than 40 million Americans
who are living in poverty, many who
are stuck in poverty, quite frankly, be-
cause of programs and regulations put
forth by Washington, D.C., for decades
that serve as a spiderweb and makes
people feel more comfortable living in
poverty, which is nothing we should
ever do.

We should always be working to pro-
vide our friends, our neighbors, our
neighbors in need with a pathway to
opportunity. The Salvation Army is a
great organization, actually, that ac-
complishes that.

With the help of 3.2 million volun-
teers, the Salvation Army serves near-
ly 25 million Americans through a
range of social services, including food
for the hungry, relief for disaster sur-
vivors, clothing and shelter for the
homeless, and opportunities for under-
privileged children.

National Salvation Army Week
began in 1954 when Congress approved
the joint resolution for President
Dwight D. Eisenhower to proclaim a
week to recognize the humanitarian ef-
forts of the Salvation Army.

The Salvation Army is one of the Na-
tion’s largest and oldest faith-based
health and human services providers.

With a presence in every ZIP Code
across the country, the Salvation
Army uniquely understands the de-
mands facing Americans in need.

Last year, the Salvation Army served
more than 56 million meals and pro-
vided more than 10 million nights of
shelter.

The Salvation Army is on the front
lines of the opioid crisis, serving more
than 173,000 Americans in 139 rehab
centers across the United States.

Since the 1900 Galveston hurricane,
the Salvation Army has served sur-
vivors and first responders of every
major natural disaster and numerous
man-made disasters. In any given year,
it helps more than 275,000 survivors re-
ceive hope, healing, and comfort.

Through a wide variety of job train-
ing programs, including culinary, hos-
pitality, and landscaping training, the
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Salvation Army helps Americans build
the skills they need to acquire gainful
employment and lift themselves out of
poverty, help them achieve food secu-
rity.

The Salvation Army takes a holistic
approach in addressing people’s needs.
It supports the physical, emotional,
and spiritual development of those that
they serve. Data shows that those who
utilize the Salvation Army’s spiritual
and emotional care programs are more
likely to reclaim their lives and get
back on their feet.

Mr. Speaker, the Salvation Army was
established in London in 1865, and for
more than 135 years, it has been sup-
porting those in need without discrimi-
nation.

Together, we can all join the fight for
good. I am proud to honor this out-
standing organization that for more
than a century has given scores of
Americans the help they need during
trying times.

———

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arizona (Mr. O’HALLERAN) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. O'HALLERAN. Mr. Speaker, I
stand here today as a former law en-
forcement officer and a member of the
House Law Enforcement Caucus to
honor the brave men and women in
uniform who have paid the ultimate
sacrifice to protect, and to thank those
officers who are putting their lives on
the line every day to protect our com-
munities.

We owe a great debt of gratitude to
these men and women and their fami-
lies, who make their own sacrifices as
they see their loved ones off every day.

I remember when I went off every
day and said good-bye to my wife and
my children. I usually worked night-
time. I remember afterwards coming
home, and on some nights when an offi-
cer had been killed or shot, and they
would mention it on TV, but they
wouldn’t give the name out until the
family was notified. Those times for all
the families in a large major police de-
partment or a small one are traumatic.

After a while, my son, who was very
young at the time, would sit on the
stairway going up to the second floor
and the bedrooms late in the evening
until I came home.

I have lost friends and partners in
the line of duty; one, Erwin Jackson,
after he saved my life on a robbery ar-
rest, within a year, he was shot dead on
a call.

I have grieved with their families,
and during the most difficult times, I
have experienced firsthand the real
sacrifices they make.

This week, my wife, Pat, and I pause
to remember our friends, reflect on
their service.

Mr. Speaker, last year, 129 officers
died in the line of duty across this
country.
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And so far this year, preliminary re-
ports show 54 officers have died.

Arizona has lost one brave officer so
far this year. The family of Nogales Po-
lice Officer Jesus Cordova and the en-
tire community continue to mourn his
death after he was shot and killed by a
carjacking suspect last month. He was
the first Nogales officer to be shot and
killed in 130 years.

These law enforcement officers
served and protected their commu-
nities admirably, and while we can
never repay the debt we owe them and
their families, we will forever remem-
ber their service.

This week, 360 officers were memori-
alized on the National Law Enforce-
ment Memorial here in Washington,
D.C.

Three brave Arizonans were honored:
Paul Lazinsky of the El Mirage Police
Department, whose watch ended last
year; Alfred Moore of the Arizona De-
partment of Liquor Control, whose
watch ended in 1965; and Rupert Hop-
kins of the Pima County Sheriff’s Of-
fice, whose watch ended in 1950.

The memorial also includes Navajo
Nation Officer Houston Largo, who
died last year while responding to a do-
mestic violence call in New Mexico.

As we look to the future, it is impor-
tant to highlight the work being done
at the local, county, and State levels
to improve the relationship between
police officers and their communities.

I have seen firsthand how community
policing practices benefit both the
communities and the officers on patrol.
It improves safety, increases trust, and
it reduces violence. Communities
across Arizona are leading the way in
developing strong relationships be-
tween these two groups, and I applaud
their hard work.

Mr. Speaker, I am grateful for the
support I have seen this week for our
law enforcement community.

I addressed how my family felt. I
have spent a lot of time at funerals
with the families of those that have
fallen, too much time. And I have spent
too many times at bedsides with seri-
ously wounded officers. I was a homi-
cide detective, and I investigated their
shootings. Please remember in your
prayers not only the officers that have
fallen but their loved ones.

———

RECOGNIZING INFRASTRUCTURE
WEEK

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentlewoman from
Washington (Ms. JAYAPAL) for 5 min-
utes.

Ms. JAYAPAL. Mr. Speaker, later on
this afternoon, in recognition of Infra-
structure Week, I will be releasing the
second annual overview of transpor-
tation and infrastructure priorities in
my district, Washington’s Seventh
Congressional District.

The report features a number of high-
priority transportation and infrastruc-
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ture projects. The report was developed
through conversations and
roundtables, tours, workshops, and
planning sessions across my district
that my staff and I convened.

We have many cities in the district.
People know the district for Seattle,
which is very, very important, our Port
of Seattle, an important institution,
but we also have cities like Burien,
which is right next to the Sea-Tac Air-
port, one of the fastest growing air-
ports in the country, and is dealing
with the many challenges that comes
with that growth.

Each of the priority projects that are
covered in this report serves our dis-
trict by enhancing sustainability, im-
proving the community, and contrib-
uting to economic growth and job cre-
ation.

My hope is that this report provides
an overview of the types of improve-
ments we desperately need to see in
King County, the city of Seattle, Sno-
homish County, Shoreline, Edmonds,
Lake Forest Park, Normandy Park,
Burien, and the Port of Seattle.

Our challenge, Mr. Speaker, is to
keep our district the most livable, sus-
tainable, and welcoming community in
the country. It is a challenge.

Just consider the facts:

In 2016, we spent 54.8 hours in traffic,
giving Seattle the dubious honor of
being one of the top 10 cities for con-
gestion.

In 2015, the lowest earning 20 percent
of households in our State spent three
times as much, as a percentage of their
income, on commuting costs compared
to the highest income families.

Especially significant are transit op-
tions for my constituents. Transit
makes the ultimate difference in being
able to reach a place of employment
easily, which, in turn, affects how con-
stituents are able to provide for them-
selves and their families.

While Sound Transit has seen a 23-
percent increase in ridership over the
last year, we need to ensure that all
communities are connected to transit
networks and not forgotten.

As King County Metro found in a re-
port from 2015, while 71 percent of mi-
nority communities live within a quar-
ter-mile of a Metro bus stop, only 41
percent live within a half a mile of a
stop that has frequent service.

Mr. Speaker, transit is also essential
to addressing climate change. In our
region, nearly 50 percent of our green-
house gas pollution comes from trans-
portation. In 2015, Washington State’s
transportation sector contributed 43
tons of carbon dioxide to the atmos-
phere, making it Washington’s highest
level since 2007.

Not only do we need to consider im-
pacts to air quality but to water qual-
ity as well. In our region, clean water
is essential to supporting our economy
and national treasures like our salmon
and our orcas. According to the Wash-
ington Stormwater Center, over 10,000
unique chemicals are found in urban
road runoff, contributing to the con-
tinuing pollution of Puget Sound.
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