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2018 SECRETARY OF DEFENSE EM-

PLOYER SUPPORT FREEDOM 
AWARD 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Tennessee (Mr. DESJARLAIS) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. DESJARLAIS. Mr. Speaker, in 
honor of National Police Week, I rise 
today to recognize the Dunlap, Ten-
nessee, Police Department on its selec-
tion as a finalist for the 2018 Secretary 
of Defense Employer Support Freedom 
Award. 

This award, given each year by the 
National Committee for Employer Sup-
port of the Guard, recognizes employ-
ers who go above and beyond to support 
their employees serving in the Na-
tional Guard and military reserves. 
Out of 2,300 nominations nationwide, 
the Dunlap Police Department was 
chosen as one of just 30 finalists for the 
award, whose recipients will be an-
nounced next month. 

Under the leadership of Police Chief 
Clint Huth, who is himself a Navy Re-
serve Master Chief, the Dunlap Police 
Department has been active in their 
support for their guard and their re-
serve employees. 

Like many employers across the 
country, Chief Huth and the Dunlap PD 
play an important role in our Nation’s 
military readiness through their un-
wavering support of our reserve compo-
nents. 

On behalf of Tennessee’s Fourth Dis-
trict, I would like to congratulate 
them on their recognition and offer my 
sincere gratitude for the commitment 
they have made to our citizen soldiers. 

f 

THE FARM BILL IS A FLAWED 
BILL 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The 
Chair recognizes the gentleman from 
Oregon (Mr. BLUMENAUER) for 5 min-
utes. 

Mr. BLUMENAUER. Mr. Speaker, 
the debate this week in Congress cen-
ters largely around the farm bill, the 
most important bill that most people 
pay little or no attention to. 

Currently, there is a mad scramble 
for votes for a flawed bill from a frac-
tured Republican caucus. 

Now, we are going to have some 
minor discussions on the floor. There 
are some amendments that will be 
bounced back and forth, but they are 
basically beside the point, not the big- 
picture issues that need to be debated. 

There are fatal flaws. First and fore-
most, virtually everyone on our side of 
the aisle is adamantly opposed to the 
efforts to cut nutrition funding 
through SNAP, food stamps, rather 
than expanding opportunities to nutri-
tion and healthy food. 

For example, they are cutting farm-
ers market funding, for heaven’s sake, 
projects that are popular across the 
country and connect consumers di-
rectly with farmers for fresh, healthy 
food. 

This is all while they are proposing 
to essentially hound people off food 
stamps with unnecessary restrictions 
for employment. The vast majority of 
people are already employed or have 
difficulty being employed or there 
aren’t jobs available. They are going to 
have a job training program, about $45 
per person, which anybody who works 
in this field will acknowledge that the 
bureaucracy and the trouble will be 
more than it is worth in terms of a 
benefit to people. Essentially, they will 
hound people off food stamps. 

This is at the same time where they 
are expanding subsidies for wealthy 
farming interests and expanding the 
ability to get those subsidies to people 
who aren’t actively involved with 
farming. This bill is going to send sub-
sidy checks to New York City and Chi-
cago and San Francisco, people who are 
cousins and nieces and nephews, not 
actively farming. 

The second major problem with this 
bill is it attacks conservation funding, 
cutting a billion dollars from essential 
services, cutbacks with the Conserva-
tion Stewardship Program, $5 billion 
cut out of the Working Lands Project, 
and not strengthening the ability of 
environmental programs to produce re-
sults. There is no requirement that we 
have high-quality environmental out-
comes. 

In fact, the EQIP Program has a wide 
variety of things that we pay farmers 
to do that actually don’t enhance the 
environment. We are paying farmers 
for the cost of doing business: fencing, 
hog lagoons. That is decidedly the 
wrong step to take. 

The worst aspect that is not getting 
the attention it deserves is the so- 
called King amendment, the Protect 
Interstate Commerce Act, which would 
prevent State or local governments 
from regulating an agricultural prod-
uct except to the extent it is already 
regulated by Federal law or the pro-
ducing State. 

Think about that for a moment. 
States are moving to deal with the 
opioid crisis, and they would be pre-
vented from having drug prohibitions 
that go beyond what the Federal Gov-
ernment does or other States. 

Food packaging regulations. Many 
States are concerned about BPA-free 
container requirements for baby food: 
prohibited. 

Fishing regulations. In my State, and 
I suspect in many others, people are se-
rious about being able to protect fish-
eries, commercial and recreational, but 
under this bill, they would be prohib-
ited if another State has looser re-
quirements. My colleague from Seattle 
might have some concerns in her State 
about protecting the clamming oper-
ations, but some State like Nebraska 
that doesn’t have them could come in 
and not observe those limits. 

The notion that we won’t have 
invasive pest protections that are tai-
lored to what our States want, product 
transportation laws, secure containers 
for animal carcasses and grease—low-
est common denominator. 

Licensing and permitting of commer-
cial enterprises, for example, profes-
sional licensing and pet sellers; you 
could not prohibit a convicted animal 
abuser from having a license to traffic 
animals if the other State doesn’t have 
it. 

These are horrific provisions tram-
pling on States’ rights, consumer pro-
tection, environmental protection, ag-
ricultural protection. 

This bill should be rejected. 
f 

NATIONAL SALVATION ARMY 
WEEK 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DESJARLAIS). The Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Pennsylvania (Mr. 
THOMPSON) for 5 minutes. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Speaker, this week is National Sal-
vation Army Week, and it is a time to 
recognize the good that this organiza-
tion does, but also a time to raise 
awareness about the challenges faced 
by more than 40 million Americans 
who are living in poverty, many who 
are stuck in poverty, quite frankly, be-
cause of programs and regulations put 
forth by Washington, D.C., for decades 
that serve as a spiderweb and makes 
people feel more comfortable living in 
poverty, which is nothing we should 
ever do. 

We should always be working to pro-
vide our friends, our neighbors, our 
neighbors in need with a pathway to 
opportunity. The Salvation Army is a 
great organization, actually, that ac-
complishes that. 

With the help of 3.2 million volun-
teers, the Salvation Army serves near-
ly 25 million Americans through a 
range of social services, including food 
for the hungry, relief for disaster sur-
vivors, clothing and shelter for the 
homeless, and opportunities for under-
privileged children. 

National Salvation Army Week 
began in 1954 when Congress approved 
the joint resolution for President 
Dwight D. Eisenhower to proclaim a 
week to recognize the humanitarian ef-
forts of the Salvation Army. 

The Salvation Army is one of the Na-
tion’s largest and oldest faith-based 
health and human services providers. 

With a presence in every ZIP Code 
across the country, the Salvation 
Army uniquely understands the de-
mands facing Americans in need. 

Last year, the Salvation Army served 
more than 56 million meals and pro-
vided more than 10 million nights of 
shelter. 

The Salvation Army is on the front 
lines of the opioid crisis, serving more 
than 173,000 Americans in 139 rehab 
centers across the United States. 

Since the 1900 Galveston hurricane, 
the Salvation Army has served sur-
vivors and first responders of every 
major natural disaster and numerous 
man-made disasters. In any given year, 
it helps more than 275,000 survivors re-
ceive hope, healing, and comfort. 

Through a wide variety of job train-
ing programs, including culinary, hos-
pitality, and landscaping training, the 
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