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to move more able-bodied people into 
work and into training. While the gen-
tleman’s motivations are certainly fine 
in this regard and he is attempting to 
get at the right thing, we think that 
the amendment, if it were adopted, 
would actually destroy the carefully 
constructed effort that we have made 
to try to encourage work and responsi-
bility. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I 
continue to reserve the balance of my 
time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Chairman, I yield such time as she 
may consume to the gentlewoman from 
Delaware (Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER). 

Ms. BLUNT ROCHESTER. Mr. Chair-
man, 42, 23, 89, 200, and 3. These num-
bers stand out for me. Forty-two mil-
lion people will be impacted by the 
SNAP changes; 23 hearings; 89 wit-
nesses, who didn’t recommend the pro-
posals that we are seeing today; $200 
million spent on 10 pilot programs, of 
which we won’t get the results in time; 
and 3 years old, the age that we are re-
ducing down from 6 for parents to go to 
work. 

These numbers just don’t add up. And 
one of my concerns is that great pro-
posals might be put on the floor right 
now, but we had a process, and the 
process has been flawed, and now we 
have a flawed product. 

So, again, I urge my colleagues 
across the aisle to come back together 
in the great tradition of the Agri-
culture Committee and work on a bi-
partisan piece of legislation that 
moves Americans into work—meaning-
ful work. 

The Acting CHAIR. The gentleman 
from Pennsylvania has the right to 
close. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chairman, I 
yield the remainder of my time to the 
gentleman from Wisconsin (Mr. 
GROTHMAN), my colleague on the House 
Budget Committee. 

Mr. GROTHMAN. Mr. Chairman, I 
thank again the gentleman from Cali-
fornia for bringing forth this amend-
ment and the gentleman from Texas 
for all of the work that he did on the 
bill. 

I think sometimes, rather than have 
hearings, you find out a lot more about 
these Federal programs and particu-
larly the SNAP program if you talk to 
the local clerks at the convenience 
stores and the grocery stores and the 
income maintenance workers in the 
counties or the people who manage the 
low-income housing to find out what 
really is going on here. 

I will bring to light one in particular 
of the four provisions in the amend-
ment: the idea that participants in 
training programs have to go through 
E-Verify. 

It has been said that you have to be 
a citizen to get SNAP anyway. I would 
suggest talking to some of the income 
maintenance workers or some of the 
people who talk to some of the people 
who use the SNAP program, and I 
think they will tell you that, whatever 

the official Federal law is, SNAP is 
routinely used by people who are not 
here legally. 

I think by requiring E-Verify for the 
training programs, we begin to go 
through the process of making sure 
that people who are in this country il-
legally are not taking advantage of 
taxpayer-funded programs. 
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I really wish we had more informa-
tion on this topic, but, again, it is my 
belief that the average clerk in an av-
erage convenience store knows a lot 
more about the SNAP program than 
most Ph.D.s in sociology. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr. Chair, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Mr. Chairman, first of all, I ask sup-
port in opposing this amendment from 
my friend and colleague from Cali-
fornia. 

To my friends across the aisle who 
keep asking for bipartisan opportunity, 
you blew the first one. That was in sub-
committee, where we could have 
amendments, and we are not seeing 
amendments from Members here. So 
there has been plenty of opportunity 
for bipartisan work. 

I do appreciate the recommendations 
that my Democratic friends made in 
writing to both the ranking member 
and the chairman. All of those points 
and all the titles, I believe, were—I 
know in the nutrition title they were 
all incorporated into the base bill. 

Mr. Chairman, I yield back the bal-
ance of my time. 

The Acting CHAIR. The question is 
on the amendment offered by the gen-
tleman from California (Mr. MCCLIN-
TOCK). 

The question was taken; and the Act-
ing Chair announced that the noes ap-
peared to have it. 

Mr. MCCLINTOCK. Mr Chair, I de-
mand a recorded vote. 

The Acting CHAIR. Pursuant to 
clause 6 of rule XVIII, further pro-
ceedings on the amendment offered by 
the gentleman from California will be 
postponed. 

Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Chair, I move 
that the Committee do now rise. 

The motion was agreed to. 

Accordingly, the Committee rose; 
and the Speaker pro tempore (Mr. 
HOLDING) having assumed the chair, 
Mr. SIMPSON, Acting Chair of the Com-
mittee of the Whole House on the state 
of the Union, reported that that Com-
mittee, having had under consideration 
the bill (H.R. 2) to provide for the re-
form and continuation of agricultural 
and other programs of the Department 
of Agriculture through fiscal year 2023, 
and for other purposes, had come to no 
resolution thereon. 

PERMISSION TO CONSIDER 
AMENDMENT NO. 7 OUT OF SE-
QUENCE DURING FURTHER CON-
SIDERATION OF H.R. 2, AGRI-
CULTURE AND NUTRITION ACT 
OF 2018 
Mr. CONAWAY. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that during further 
consideration of H.R. 2 in the Com-
mittee of the Whole pursuant to House 
Resolution 900, amendment No. 7 print-
ed in House Report 115–679 may be con-
sidered out of sequence. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Texas? 

There was no objection. 
f 

AGRICULTURE AND NUTRITION 
ACT OF 2018 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to House Resolution 900 and rule 
XVIII, the Chair declares the House in 
the Committee of the Whole House on 
the state of the Union for the further 
consideration of the bill, H.R. 2. 

Will the gentleman from Idaho (Mr. 
SIMPSON) kindly resume the chair. 
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IN THE COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

Accordingly, the House resolved 
itself into the Committee of the Whole 
House on the state of the Union for the 
further consideration of the bill (H.R. 
2) to provide for the reform and con-
tinuation of agricultural and other pro-
grams of the Department of Agri-
culture through fiscal year 2023, and 
for other purposes, with Mr. SIMPSON 
(Acting Chair) in the chair. 

The Clerk read the title of the bill. 
The Acting CHAIR. When the Com-

mittee of the Whole rose earlier today, 
a request for a recorded vote on amend-
ment No. 8 printed in House Report 
115–679 offered by the gentleman from 
California (Mr. MCCLINTOCK) had been 
postponed. 

AMENDMENT NO. 7 OFFERED BY MR. 
FORTENBERRY 

The Acting CHAIR. It is now in order 
to consider amendment No. 7 printed in 
House Report 115–679. 

Mr. FORTENBERRY. Mr. Chairman, 
I have an amendment at the desk. 

The Acting CHAIR. The Clerk will 
designate the amendment. 

The text of the amendment is as fol-
lows: 

Page 187, after line 10, insert the following 
(and redesignate the subsequent subsections 
accordingly): 

(a) STATEMENT OF POLICY.— 
(1) IN GENERAL.—It is in the national inter-

ests of the United States to advance food se-
curity in developing countries and open new 
markets for agricultural trade through pro-
grams that leverage the unique capabilities 
of Federal departments and agencies, and 
improve coordination between donors, bene-
ficiaries, and the private sector. 

(2) ROLE OF DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE.— 
The Department of Agriculture plays an im-
portant role in establishing trade between 
the United States and other nations and 
should enhance its role in facilitating the 
transfer of the knowledge, skills, and experi-
ence of American farmers, land-grant univer-
sities, and extension services through the 
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