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The Senate met at 9:30 a.m. and was
called to order by the Honorable DEAN
HELLER, a Senator from the State of
Nevada.

—————

PRAYER

The Chaplain, Dr. Barry C. Black, of-
fered the following prayer:

Let us pray.

King of Glory, robed with honor and
majesty, enter the hearts of our law-
makers today, and use them for Your
glory. Fortify them with the knowl-
edge that You will never leave or for-
sake them.

Lord, show them Your ways and
teach them Your path. Leaning on
Your wisdom, may they make ethical
decisions that will receive Heaven’s ap-
proval. Undergird them with Your
might, enabling them to accomplish
with Your power what they could not
do on their own.

We pray in Your wonderful Name.
Amen.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Presiding Officer led the Pledge
of Allegiance, as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

————

APPOINTMENT OF ACTING
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will please read a communication
to the Senate from the President pro
tempore (Mr. HATCH).

The legislative clerk read the fol-
lowing letter:

U.S. SENATE,
PRESIDENT PRO TEMPORE,
Washington, DC, May 17, 2018.
To the Senate:

Under the provisions of rule I, paragraph 3,
of the Standing Rules of the Senate, I hereby
appoint the Honorable DEAN HELLER, a Sen-

Senate

ator from the State of Nevada, to perform
the duties of the Chair.
ORRIN G. HATCH,
President pro tempore.
Mr. HELLER thereupon assumed the
Chair as Acting President pro tempore.

—————

RECOGNITION OF THE MAJORITY
LEADER

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The majority leader is recog-
nized.

———

EXECUTIVE SESSION

EXECUTIVE CALENDAR

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to executive session to
consider Calendar No. 847, Gina Haspel.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The clerk will report the nomina-
tion.

The legislative clerk read the nomi-
nation of Gina Haspel, of Kentucky, to
be Director of the Central Intelligence
Agency.

CLOTURE MOTION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
send a cloture motion to the desk.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The cloture motion having been
presented under rule XXII, the Chair
directs the clerk to read the motion.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Gina Haspel, of Kentucky, to be Di-
rector of the Central Intelligence Agency.

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, James
Lankford, John Cornyn, Mike Crapo,
Roy Blunt, John Hoeven, David Perdue,
Lindsey Graham, Pat Roberts, Johnny
Isakson, John Boozman, James E.

Risch, John Thune, Todd Young, Ron
Johnson, Cory Gardner.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the man-
datory quorum call for the cloture mo-
tion be waived.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
move to proceed to legislative session.

The ACTING PRESIDENT pro tem-
pore. The question is on agreeing to
the motion.

The motion was agreed to.

————
NOMINATION OF GINA HASPEL

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, yes-
terday, the Intelligence Committee
took an important step toward con-
firming Gina Haspel to become the
next Director of the CIA. A bipartisan
majority voted to report her nomina-
tion favorably to the Senate. I look
forward to promptly moving to a con-
firmation vote.

The committee’s confidence is indic-
ative of the strength of Ms. Haspel’s
testimony and her 30-plus-year record
of CIA service. Throughout the process,
she demonstrated candor, integrity,
and a forthright approach to the com-
mittee’s questions. She displayed the
talent and expertise that make her
uniquely qualified to face America’s
biggest national security challenges,
whether in the area of counterterror-
ism or renewed international competi-
tion among great powers.

Out of the spotlight, whether at
Langley or deployed abroad, Ms. Haspel
has quietly earned the respect and ad-
miration of those who matter most—
the men and women of the CIA and dis-
tinguished current and former intel-
ligence community leaders.

The safety and security of the Amer-
ican people depend on capable intel-
ligence leadership. Gina Haspel is the
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