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to reverse the opioid epidemic, and he 
wants this to work, so I look forward 
to working with him. 

I particularly appreciate the House 
coauthors of the STOP Act, including 
Representatives MIKE BISHOP and BILL 
PASCRELL. I talked to Mr. BISHOP 
today, and I know his passion to deal 
with this issue as well. 

The coalition of support for the 
STOP Act, by the way, also includes 
the Fraternal Order of Police. I talked 
about the fact that police officers un-
derstand the dangers of this. By the 
way, to give an example of how dan-
gerous this is to them, it is not just the 
overcrowding of our prison system and 
the courts and the crime that is being 
committed, it is a personal danger to 
them as law enforcement officers. 

In East Liverpool, OH, a police offi-
cer pulled over two men for a traffic 
violation, and he noticed there was a 
powdery substance in the car. Being 
alert, he put on his mask and his 
gloves and arrested those two gentle-
men because the powdery substance 
was fentanyl. They had stupidly tried 
to spread it around the car. He took 
them down to the station and booked 
them. 

After he booked them, he was talking 
to his fellow officers, and he looked 
down on his shirt and noticed a few 
white flecks. So, as anyone would do, 
he took his hand and flicked the pieces 
of something white off of his shoulder. 
It was fentanyl. That exposure to his 
fingers caused him to drop, uncon-
scious, on the floor. This is a big guy, 
6 feet 2 inches, over 200 pounds, and in 
good shape. He overdosed and nearly 
died. 

As his police chief said, if we had not 
been there to apply Narcan—not once, 
twice, or three times but five and six 
times, having taken him to the emer-
gency room—if we hadn’t been there, 
he didn’t think he would have made it. 
Think if he would have gone home to 
hug his kid without brushing those 
flecks off his shoulder. 

Our police officers are subject to this 
all the time, as are other first respond-
ers. It is appropriate that police orga-
nizations around the country are 
strongly in support of the STOP Act. 
So are the National Association of 
State EMS Officials, the U.S. Chamber 
of Commerce, and anti-opioid groups 
like Shatterproof, which I talked 
about, but also groups like SAFE, or 
Stop Addiction Fatality Epidemic, and 
other groups which have said: This is 
crazy; we have to stop this stuff from 
coming into our communities and, 
again, at a minimum, get the price up, 
because part of the reason it is spread-
ing so much is that it is not just deadly 
and powerful, but it is inexpensive. 

There is a strong bipartisan con-
sensus that this bill, the Senate STOP 
Act, is absolutely needed to help com-
bat the wave of opioid addiction and 
overdose deaths on the front end, by 
keeping some of these more deadly 
drugs from ever entering our commu-
nities in the first place. 

This is a step we can take in the Sen-
ate to make accessing these deadly and 
inexpensive synthetic drugs more dif-
ficult. 

The STOP Act will make life a little 
easier for the people of Ohio and across 
the country who are increasingly fa-
tally overdosing or being unknowingly 
exposed to these deadly drugs. 

Of course, this is only one part of 
combating the opioid epidemic. We un-
derstand that. We passed legislation 
here, which I coauthored, that in-
creases treatment options, does more 
in terms of prevention, provides longer 
term recovery, and helps to provide our 
police officers and other first respond-
ers with the Narcan that is needed to 
reverse the effects of overdoses. 

But, to my colleagues, this one is 
common sense. Stopping more of these 
deadly drugs from ever entering the 
country in the first place and raising 
the price of these drugs will make a 
difference and will save lives. 

Let’s pass this legislation. Let’s work 
with the House to be sure it is legisla-
tion that will be effective immediately 
to be able to stop the increasing danger 
these opioids are causing in our com-
munities all around the country. 

I yield the floor. 
The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr. 

BLUNT). The majority leader. 
UNANIMOUS CONSENT AGREEMENT—EXECUTIVE 

CALENDAR 
Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, as 

in executive session, I ask unanimous 
consent that at a time to be deter-
mined by the majority leader, in con-
sultation with the Democratic leader, 
the Senate proceed to executive session 
for consideration of the following nom-
ination: Executive Calendar No. 593. I 
ask consent that there be 4 hours of de-
bate, equally divided in the usual form, 
and that following the use or yielding 
back of time, the Senate vote on the 
nomination with no intervening action 
or debate; that if confirmed, the mo-
tion to reconsider be considered made 
and laid upon the table; that the Presi-
dent be immediately notified of the 
Senate’s action; that no further mo-
tions be in order; and that any state-
ments relating to the nomination be 
printed in the RECORD. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

MORNING BUSINESS 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 
Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, section 

36(b) of the Arms Export Control Act 
requires that Congress receive prior no-
tification of certain proposed arms 
sales as defined by that statute. Upon 
such notification, the Congress has 30 
calendar days during which the sale 
may be reviewed. The provision stipu-
lates that, in the Senate, the notifica-
tion of proposed sales shall be sent to 
the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-

tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. BOB CORKER, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
17–37, concerning the Air Force’s proposed 
Letter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Gov-
ernment of Bahrain for defense articles and 
services estimated to cost $45 million. After 
this letter is delivered to your office, we plan 
to issue a news release to notify the public of 
this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
GREGORY M. KAUSNER 

(for Charles W. Hooper, Lieutenant 
General, USA, Director). 

Enclosures. 
TRANSMITTAL NO. 17–37 

Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 
Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
Bahrain 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $38 million. 
Other $7 million. 
Total $45 million. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
One thousand five hundred (1,500) MK–82 

(500lbs) General Purpose (GP) Bomb Bodies. 
Six hundred (600) MK–83 (1,000lbs) GP Bomb 

Bodies. 
Six hundred (600) MK–84 (2,000lbs) GP Bomb 

Bodies. 
Five hundred (500) BLU–109 (2,000lbs) Pene-

trator Warhead Bomb Bodies. 
Non-MDE includes: Also included are 

spares, and repair parts, support equipment, 
personnel training and training equipment, 
shipping and logistics services, publications 
and technical documentation, U.S. Govern-
ment and contractor technical support serv-
ices, containers, munitions components, test 
equipment, and other related elements of lo-
gistics and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Air Force (X7–D– 
AAN). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: None. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
May 17, 2018. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Government of Bahrain—Munitions 

The Government of Bahrain has requested 
three thousand two hundred (3,200) General 
Purpose (GP) and Penetrator Warhead bomb 
bodies to include: one thousand five hundred 
(1,500) MK–82 (500lbs) GP bomb bodies, six 
hundred (600) MK–83 (1,000lbs) GP bomb bod-
ies, six hundred (600) MK–84 (2,000lbs) GP 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 03:33 May 18, 2018 Jkt 079060 PO 00000 Frm 00034 Fmt 4624 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\G17MY6.072 S17MYPT1S
S

pe
nc

er
 o

n 
D

S
K

B
B

X
C

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 S
E

N
A

T
E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — SENATE S2769 May 17, 2018 
bomb bodies, and five hundred (500) BLU–109 
(2,000lbs) Penetrator Warhead bomb bodies. 
Also included are spares and repair parts, 
support equipment, personnel training and 
training equipment, shipping and logistics 
services, publications and technical docu-
mentation, U.S. Government and contractor 
technical support services, containers, muni-
tions components, test equipment, and other 
related elements of logistics and program 
support. The estimated total cost is $45 mil-
lion. 

This proposed sale will enhance the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a major non-NATO ally which is 
an important security partner in the region. 
The purchase of these munitions will bolster 
the Royal Bahraini Air Force’s ability to 
conduct and sustain air operations with its 
F–16 combat aircraft. Our mutual defense in-
terests anchor our relationship and the 
Royal Bahraini Air Force plays a significant 
role in Bahrain’s defense. 

The proposed sale will improve Bahrain’s 
capability to meet current and future secu-
rity threats. Bahrain will use these muni-
tions as a deterrent to regional threats, 
strengthen its homeland defense, and exe-
cute counter-terrorism operations. The GP 
bomb bodies would also better equip Bahrain 
to operate with U.S.-led and U.S.-supported 
coalition operations. Bahrain will have no 
difficulty absorbing these munitions into its 
armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

There is no prime contractor planned for 
this effort; the munitions will be provided by 
the U.S. Government out of stock. There are 
no offset agreements proposed in connection 
with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. or contractor representatives to Bah-
rain. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for the votes on S. 
Con. Res. 36, 5-year balanced budget. 
Had I been present, I would have voted 
nay on S. Con. Res. 36, 5-year balanced 
budget. 

f 

S. CON. RES. 36 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, as 
a member of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, I am disappointed that Repub-
lican leaders have not even begun the 
process of debating a budget for the up-
coming year in our committee. The 
United States needs a budget that ad-
dresses our national debt, which is in-
creasing significantly faster due to a 
Republican tax plan that delivers huge 
windfalls to millionaires, billionaires, 
and multinational corporations. 

Unfortunately, the budget proposal 
we considered today would take health 
coverage from tens of millions of 
Americans because its massive spend-
ing cuts would almost certainly mean 
huge reductions in Medicare and Med-
icaid. This budget would also make it 
harder for struggling families to afford 
food, housing, and childcare, and it 

would slash vital economic invest-
ments in infrastructure, education, and 
scientific research. 

At the same time, this budget does 
not achieve even one penny of deficit 
reduction from reducing the tax cuts 
that Republicans just provided to those 
at the top. I will not support a budget 
that is balanced on the backs of work-
ing families and the middle class. 

We need a budget that invests in our 
future, supports a basic standard of liv-
ing for all Americans, and safeguards 
our health and safety. This budget pro-
posal fails to do so, which is why I 
voted against the motion to proceed to 
its consideration. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I would 

like to take the opportunity to honor 
the life and memory of Sergeant Sean 
Gannon of the Yarmouth Police De-
partment, who was killed in the line of 
duty on April 12, 2018. 

This week is National Police Week, a 
time to honor the brave law enforce-
ment officers who lost their lives in the 
line of duty. Last month, the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts suffered a ter-
rible loss when Sergeant Sean Gannon 
was killed while serving an arrest war-
rant in Barnstable. He was only 32 
years old. 

A native of New Bedford, MA, Ser-
geant Gannon graduated from Bishop 
Stang High School in North Dartmouth 
and then earned a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice from Westfield State 
University and a master’s in emer-
gency management from the Massa-
chusetts Maritime Academy. 

After college, Sergeant Gannon 
jumped head first into public service, 
first serving as a public safety officer 
and later becoming a police officer 
with the Yarmouth Police Department, 
where he served for 8 years. Sergeant 
Gannon loved working with police dogs 
and was the first full-time K–9 nar-
cotics officer at Yarmouth PD. His 
loyal patrol dog, Nero, was seriously 
injured in the incident that claimed 
Sergeant Gannon’s life, but is expected 
to recover and return to the Gannon 
family. 

Sergeant Gannon had a huge heart 
and spent his free time volunteering 
with Big Brothers, Big Sisters, trav-
eling, enjoying the outdoors, and work-
ing with his hands. 

Thousands of mourners, including 
law enforcement officers from across 
the country, gathered to pay their re-
spects at Sergeant Gannon’s wake, a 
testament to the high esteem with 
which his community held him and to 
the power of his sacrifice. Yarmouth 
Police Chief Frank Frederickson called 
Sergeant Gannon the ‘‘Tom Brady of 
our department’’ and posthumously 
promoted him to the rank of sergeant. 

Our hearts are broken by the loss of 
Sergeant Gannon. 

Today, we honor Sergeant Gannon’s 
service, we honor his sacrifice, and 
most importantly, we honor the life he 
led and the legacy he leaves behind. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the men and women 
who keep our communities and our 
country safe as we celebrate National 
Police Week. This week, we recognize 
the sacrifices of those who have taken 
a pledge to continually serve and pro-
tect families in Nebraska and across 
this Nation. Every year, thousands of 
families, friends, and comrades of fall-
en officers gather in our Nation’s Cap-
ital to offer a solemn tribute to law en-
forcement officers. 

Today I wish to pay special tribute to 
the men and women who protect my 
home State of Nebraska. These officers 
risk their own safety for the safety of 
others. In times of crisis, they run to-
ward danger, not away from it. We are 
forever indebted to them and so fortu-
nate to have them. 

I also would like to express a pro-
found sense of gratitude for those who 
have fallen in the line of duty. 

In 2017, we lost one of our own offi-
cers in Nebraska. Omaha Tribal Police 
Sergeant Curtis Blackbird was respond-
ing to a call when his car fatally 
struck construction equipment while 
driving through dense fog in the area. 
Sadly, traffic-related accidents are a 
leading cause of on-duty law enforce-
ment deaths. Sergeant Blackbird 
served the Tribal communities in 
Macy, NE, for over 17 years as a law en-
forcement officer and earlier as an 
EMT. His comrades described him as 
someone special to the law enforce-
ment community and the Tribe’s own 
‘‘personal warrior.’’ 

This month will also mark the 3-year 
anniversary of Officer Kerrie Orozco’s 
death. On May 20, 2015, Officer Orozco 
was preparing to serve an arrest war-
rant as a member of the department’s 
metro area fugitive task force. When 
her team arrived, the suspect opened 
fire and 29-year-old Kerrie was hit. 
Tragically, she was on her last day of 
duty before starting maternity leave to 
care for her newborn daughter, who 
had spent months in neonatal intensive 
care. Kerrie’s legacy lives on through 
her husband, Hector, her daughter 
Olivia and her two stepchildren. 

On National Police Week, we honor 
fallen officers across our Nation who 
share a similar story. Our police offi-
cers and first responders are a constant 
reminder of bravery and sacrifice in 
the face of peril. As we remember 
them, we also pray for the families of 
fallen officers who are faced with their 
own heroic burden. 

I am proud to cosponsor the senior 
Senator from Iowa’s Senate resolution 
commemorating National Police Week. 
This bipartisan resolution acknowl-
edges the selfless acts of bravery un-
dertaken by law enforcement officers 
and recognizes the need to ensure our 
law enforcement officers have the ade-
quate equipment, training, and re-
sources required to safeguard our de-
mocracy. 

Our men and women in blue serve 
with valor, dignity, and integrity. For 
all of our officers who keep our com-
munities safe: Thank you. We are 
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