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bomb bodies, and five hundred (500) BLU–109 
(2,000lbs) Penetrator Warhead bomb bodies. 
Also included are spares and repair parts, 
support equipment, personnel training and 
training equipment, shipping and logistics 
services, publications and technical docu-
mentation, U.S. Government and contractor 
technical support services, containers, muni-
tions components, test equipment, and other 
related elements of logistics and program 
support. The estimated total cost is $45 mil-
lion. 

This proposed sale will enhance the foreign 
policy and national security objectives of 
the United States by helping to improve the 
security of a major non-NATO ally which is 
an important security partner in the region. 
The purchase of these munitions will bolster 
the Royal Bahraini Air Force’s ability to 
conduct and sustain air operations with its 
F–16 combat aircraft. Our mutual defense in-
terests anchor our relationship and the 
Royal Bahraini Air Force plays a significant 
role in Bahrain’s defense. 

The proposed sale will improve Bahrain’s 
capability to meet current and future secu-
rity threats. Bahrain will use these muni-
tions as a deterrent to regional threats, 
strengthen its homeland defense, and exe-
cute counter-terrorism operations. The GP 
bomb bodies would also better equip Bahrain 
to operate with U.S.-led and U.S.-supported 
coalition operations. Bahrain will have no 
difficulty absorbing these munitions into its 
armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

There is no prime contractor planned for 
this effort; the munitions will be provided by 
the U.S. Government out of stock. There are 
no offset agreements proposed in connection 
with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
not require the assignment of any additional 
U.S. or contractor representatives to Bah-
rain. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

f 

VOTE EXPLANATION 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, I was 
necessarily absent for the votes on S. 
Con. Res. 36, 5-year balanced budget. 
Had I been present, I would have voted 
nay on S. Con. Res. 36, 5-year balanced 
budget. 

f 

S. CON. RES. 36 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, as 
a member of the Senate Budget Com-
mittee, I am disappointed that Repub-
lican leaders have not even begun the 
process of debating a budget for the up-
coming year in our committee. The 
United States needs a budget that ad-
dresses our national debt, which is in-
creasing significantly faster due to a 
Republican tax plan that delivers huge 
windfalls to millionaires, billionaires, 
and multinational corporations. 

Unfortunately, the budget proposal 
we considered today would take health 
coverage from tens of millions of 
Americans because its massive spend-
ing cuts would almost certainly mean 
huge reductions in Medicare and Med-
icaid. This budget would also make it 
harder for struggling families to afford 
food, housing, and childcare, and it 

would slash vital economic invest-
ments in infrastructure, education, and 
scientific research. 

At the same time, this budget does 
not achieve even one penny of deficit 
reduction from reducing the tax cuts 
that Republicans just provided to those 
at the top. I will not support a budget 
that is balanced on the backs of work-
ing families and the middle class. 

We need a budget that invests in our 
future, supports a basic standard of liv-
ing for all Americans, and safeguards 
our health and safety. This budget pro-
posal fails to do so, which is why I 
voted against the motion to proceed to 
its consideration. 

f 

NATIONAL POLICE WEEK 
Ms. WARREN. Mr. President, I would 

like to take the opportunity to honor 
the life and memory of Sergeant Sean 
Gannon of the Yarmouth Police De-
partment, who was killed in the line of 
duty on April 12, 2018. 

This week is National Police Week, a 
time to honor the brave law enforce-
ment officers who lost their lives in the 
line of duty. Last month, the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts suffered a ter-
rible loss when Sergeant Sean Gannon 
was killed while serving an arrest war-
rant in Barnstable. He was only 32 
years old. 

A native of New Bedford, MA, Ser-
geant Gannon graduated from Bishop 
Stang High School in North Dartmouth 
and then earned a bachelor’s degree in 
criminal justice from Westfield State 
University and a master’s in emer-
gency management from the Massa-
chusetts Maritime Academy. 

After college, Sergeant Gannon 
jumped head first into public service, 
first serving as a public safety officer 
and later becoming a police officer 
with the Yarmouth Police Department, 
where he served for 8 years. Sergeant 
Gannon loved working with police dogs 
and was the first full-time K–9 nar-
cotics officer at Yarmouth PD. His 
loyal patrol dog, Nero, was seriously 
injured in the incident that claimed 
Sergeant Gannon’s life, but is expected 
to recover and return to the Gannon 
family. 

Sergeant Gannon had a huge heart 
and spent his free time volunteering 
with Big Brothers, Big Sisters, trav-
eling, enjoying the outdoors, and work-
ing with his hands. 

Thousands of mourners, including 
law enforcement officers from across 
the country, gathered to pay their re-
spects at Sergeant Gannon’s wake, a 
testament to the high esteem with 
which his community held him and to 
the power of his sacrifice. Yarmouth 
Police Chief Frank Frederickson called 
Sergeant Gannon the ‘‘Tom Brady of 
our department’’ and posthumously 
promoted him to the rank of sergeant. 

Our hearts are broken by the loss of 
Sergeant Gannon. 

Today, we honor Sergeant Gannon’s 
service, we honor his sacrifice, and 
most importantly, we honor the life he 
led and the legacy he leaves behind. 

Mrs. FISCHER. Mr. President, today 
I wish to honor the men and women 
who keep our communities and our 
country safe as we celebrate National 
Police Week. This week, we recognize 
the sacrifices of those who have taken 
a pledge to continually serve and pro-
tect families in Nebraska and across 
this Nation. Every year, thousands of 
families, friends, and comrades of fall-
en officers gather in our Nation’s Cap-
ital to offer a solemn tribute to law en-
forcement officers. 

Today I wish to pay special tribute to 
the men and women who protect my 
home State of Nebraska. These officers 
risk their own safety for the safety of 
others. In times of crisis, they run to-
ward danger, not away from it. We are 
forever indebted to them and so fortu-
nate to have them. 

I also would like to express a pro-
found sense of gratitude for those who 
have fallen in the line of duty. 

In 2017, we lost one of our own offi-
cers in Nebraska. Omaha Tribal Police 
Sergeant Curtis Blackbird was respond-
ing to a call when his car fatally 
struck construction equipment while 
driving through dense fog in the area. 
Sadly, traffic-related accidents are a 
leading cause of on-duty law enforce-
ment deaths. Sergeant Blackbird 
served the Tribal communities in 
Macy, NE, for over 17 years as a law en-
forcement officer and earlier as an 
EMT. His comrades described him as 
someone special to the law enforce-
ment community and the Tribe’s own 
‘‘personal warrior.’’ 

This month will also mark the 3-year 
anniversary of Officer Kerrie Orozco’s 
death. On May 20, 2015, Officer Orozco 
was preparing to serve an arrest war-
rant as a member of the department’s 
metro area fugitive task force. When 
her team arrived, the suspect opened 
fire and 29-year-old Kerrie was hit. 
Tragically, she was on her last day of 
duty before starting maternity leave to 
care for her newborn daughter, who 
had spent months in neonatal intensive 
care. Kerrie’s legacy lives on through 
her husband, Hector, her daughter 
Olivia and her two stepchildren. 

On National Police Week, we honor 
fallen officers across our Nation who 
share a similar story. Our police offi-
cers and first responders are a constant 
reminder of bravery and sacrifice in 
the face of peril. As we remember 
them, we also pray for the families of 
fallen officers who are faced with their 
own heroic burden. 

I am proud to cosponsor the senior 
Senator from Iowa’s Senate resolution 
commemorating National Police Week. 
This bipartisan resolution acknowl-
edges the selfless acts of bravery un-
dertaken by law enforcement officers 
and recognizes the need to ensure our 
law enforcement officers have the ade-
quate equipment, training, and re-
sources required to safeguard our de-
mocracy. 

Our men and women in blue serve 
with valor, dignity, and integrity. For 
all of our officers who keep our com-
munities safe: Thank you. We are 
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grateful for all that you do. We know 
that the weight of what you do every 
day is heavy, we thank you for your 
dedication, and we honor your service. 
May God bless you and your families. 

Mr. BOOKER. Mr. President, today, 
during National Police Week, I wish to 
recognize and honor the men and 
women who serve as New Jersey’s po-
lice officers and law enforcement offi-
cials. We owe a great debt of gratitude 
to the professionals working in law en-
forcement who risk their lives each and 
every day for the safety of all New 
Jerseyans. These American heroes an-
swer the call when we need them the 
most, and we stand together as a grate-
ful nation in saying thank you. 

Established by a joint resolution of 
Congress, National Police Week de-
votes special appreciation to those 
members of law enforcement who have 
lost their lives in the line of duty for 
the safety and protection of the people 
they serve. In a proclamation issued 56 
years ago, President John F. Kennedy 
recognized the national importance of 
honoring our law enforcement profes-
sionals by designating the 15th of May 
as Peace Officers Memorial Day and 
the week in which that date falls as 
National Police Week. 

Today I want to pay special homage 
to New Jersey’s fallen police officers. 
These heroes made the ultimate sac-
rifice in service to our State. Though 
they are no longer with us, we stand 
proud and united knowing that they 
continue to be commemorated by their 
fellow New Jerseyans and by their fel-
low brothers and sisters in blue. Their 
courage, spirit of service, and commit-
ment has allowed the people of New 
Jersey to be safe and secure. For their 
service and their sacrifice, we are eter-
nally grateful. 

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, as 
we observe National Police Week, I rise 
today to recognize Sean Matthew 
Suiter and Sander Benjamin Cohen, 
two Maryland law enforcement officers 
who lost their lives in the line of duty 
in 2017. It is important that we give 
thanks to all the men and women who 
put themselves at risk every day to 
protect our communities. 

Sean Suiter was an 18-year veteran 
who was shot in west Baltimore while 
investigating a triple homicide. Rel-
atives describe him as an anchor in his 
family, devoted to his wife and three 
children who ‘‘. . . was focused on try-
ing to [. . .] raise them to be strong 
and good citizens.’’ 

Sander Cohen, who served as deputy 
chief in the Maryland Office of the 
State Fire Marshal was killed in De-
cember while assisting a disabled mo-
torist. His friends and family describe 
him as funny with an infectious smile 
and as ‘‘an example of the good in peo-
ple.’’ 

As a member of the Appropriations 
Committee, I will continue to support 
programs that provide our law enforce-
ment officers with the funding and 
training they need to protect them-
selves and our communities. 

Police officers bear a unique burden. 
While we can never fully repay them 
for their sacrifices, we should all take 
the time to thank police officers who 
put their lives on the line every day to 
protect our safety. We must honor 
their sacrifice and support the families 
of those we have lost in the line of 
duty. 

f 

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS 

TRIBUTE TO DR. AROL 
AUGSBURGER 

∑ Ms. DUCKWORTH. Mr. President, I 
rise today to honor Dr. Arol 
Augsburger who will be retiring from 
his position as the president of the Illi-
nois College of Optometry, ICO, on 
June 30, 2018. During his 16-year tenure 
at the ICO, which is located on the 
near southside of Chicago, the perform-
ance of the student body exceeded na-
tional averages. This achievement 
showcases Dr. Augsburger’s positive 
impact on the college. In addition, ICO 
doubled its investable assets, and its 
on-campus clinic was able to grow to 
accommodate over 110,000 visits annu-
ally. This on-campus clinic, the Illinois 
Eye Institute, is the largest safety net 
provider of eye and vision care in Illi-
nois, and it offers ICO students a 
unique opportunity for robust clinical 
training—something that is not avail-
able at other institutions. 

Prior to Dr. Augsburger’s appoint-
ment at ICO in 2002, he served for 30 
years in a variety of leadership posi-
tions in higher education. He served as 
the interim provost of the University 
of Alabama at Birmingham, UAB, dean 
and professor of the UAB School of Op-
tometry, and professor of clinical op-
tometry at the Ohio State University 
College of Optometry. Dr. Augsburger 
has also served as president of Associa-
tion of Schools and Colleges of Optom-
etry, the National Board of Examiners 
in Optometry and the Rotary Club of 
Chicago, Rotary 1, the world’s first Ro-
tary Club and as the immediate-past 
chairman of the ROTARY/One Founda-
tion. Additionally, Dr. Augsburger 
served as the 2014–2015 chairman of the 
board of the Federation of Independent 
Illinois Colleges and Universities, on 
the Near South Planning Board of Chi-
cago, and the Jackson Park Hospital 
Foundation Board. He was also on the 
Special Medical Advisory Group of the 
U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs. 

In addition to being named Optom-
etrist of the Year in three States, Dr. 
Augsburger was named National Doc-
tor of Optometry of the Year and a Dis-
tinguished Service Award recipient by 
the American Optometric Association. 
In June of 2014, he was inducted into 
the National Optometry Hall of Fame. 

I applaud Dr. Augsburger’s commend-
able work as the president of ICO and 
in the field of optometry. Students, pa-
tients, and Illinois constituents have 
greatly benefited from his lifetime of 
commitment to education and optom-
etry.∑ 

REMEMBERING CHRISTOPHER P. 
STADELMAN 

∑ Mr. MANCHIN. Mr. President, I wish 
today to honor the life of a West Vir-
ginia son and selfless public servant, 
Christopher P. Stadelman. 

After the news that Chris lost his 
hard-fought, 4-year battle with colon 
cancer on Friday, May 11, 2018, loved 
ones and friends from across West Vir-
ginia joined in a chorus of sadness for 
the loss of such a remarkable person, 
but also thankfulness for the inspiring 
life he lived. 

Chris dedicated his life to serving the 
people of West Virginia as a journalist 
and editor at the Charleston Daily 
Mail, as the co-owner and operator of 
the Parsons Advocate with his incred-
ible wife, Kelly, and as communica-
tions director and chief of staff for 
Governor Earl Ray Tomblin. Chris said 
these were his ‘‘dream jobs’’, and he 
certainly made an enduring impact 
through each one of them. 

Chris and Kelly called two places 
home: Charleston and Thomas, WV. He 
is a member of the Marshall University 
Journalism Hall of Fame and was 
named a Distinguished West Virginian 
by Governor Tomblin and an Honorary 
Mountaineer Brigadier by MG James 
Hoyer of the West Virginia National 
Guard. 

He loved the news and seemed to al-
ways know the latest news well before 
it broke. He loved debating politics and 
policy. He loved baseball, especially 
the Pittsburgh Pirates. He loved his 
dogs. Above all, he loved Kelly. 

When they ran the Parsons Advocate 
together, Chris would often go to the 
scene of news and report back to Kelly 
in the newsroom. For 18 years, they 
were partners in every sense, and she 
was his rock as he fought colon cancer 
with fearless resolve. 

During his 4-year battle, on most 
days, you wouldn’t have known Chris 
was sick. In the Governor’s office, he 
was often the first to arrive in the 
mornings and the last to leave. After 
the tragic flooding that took 23 lives in 
West Virginia in 2016, Chris was tire-
less in finding ways to help West Vir-
ginians recover, even leading the 
charge to establish a program that has 
helped people rebuild their homes. 

It is because of all of this and so 
much more that Chris has been sur-
rounded with a family of friends and 
supporters who proudly proclaim the 
name Team Stadelman. 

I have always been moved by Chris’s 
inspiring life, and my abiding thoughts 
and prayers are with Kelly; his mom, 
Nancy; his stepmom, Helen; his sib-
lings, Matt, Jonathan, Philip, and Ra-
chel; and all of Team Stadelman. 

Last year, Chris’s father, Paul, lost 
his own battle with cancer. When re-
flecting on his son’s illness, Paul 
wrote, ‘‘So much has been shared. So 
much has been given. So much has 
been accomplished.’’ 

And for that, West Virginia is so 
much better.∑ 
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