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IN RECOGNITION OF LIEUTENANT
GENERAL H.R. McMASTER UPON
HIS RETIREMENT FROM THE U.S.
ARMY FOLLOWING 34 YEARS OF
DISTINGUISHED SERVICE

HON. MIKE GALLAGHER

OF WISCONSIN
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. GALLAGHER. Mr. Speaker, | rise today
to honor a soldier who, for the past 34 years,
has been an exceptional and faithful servant
to the nation. With the retirement today of
Lieutenant General H.R. McMaster, the U.S.
Army is losing a towering figure, who more
than anyone, embodies what he has described
as the “warrior ethos.” As someone who had
the good fortune to work with H.R., | can say
that serving under his command was one of
the great privileges of my life.

General McMaster has described the warrior
ethos as “a covenant between the members
of our profession comprised of values such as
honor, duty, courage, loyalty, and self-sac-
rifice.” H.R. has lived by this covenant, earn-
ing a well-deserved reputation as one of the
Army’s pre-eminent soldier-scholars and the
honor of serving as the President’'s primary
advisor on national security issues.

Over his more than three decades of distin-
guished service, General McMaster stands out
for his success in both conventional and irreg-
ular conflict. During the Gulf War, his textbook
assault at 73 Easting stands as a high-water
mark of American conventional superiority.
More than a decade later, his early adoption
of a population-centric approach to warfare
turned the tide in Tal Afar and helped usher in
a sea change in the American approach to
combating the insurgency in Iraq.

General McMaster has also stood out for his
steadfast commitment to puncturing what he
has called the “vampire fallacy” of easy war.
This sensibility is captured by the historian
T.R. Fehrenbach, who wrote in This Kind of
War, “you may fly over a land forever; you
may bomb it, atomize it, pulverize it and wipe
it clean of life—but if you desire to defend it,
protect it, and keep it for civilization, you must
do this on the ground, the way the Roman le-
gions did, by putting your young men into the
mud.”

As H.R. has described, “Our military is a liv-
ing historical community and those of us serv-
ing today are determined to preserve the leg-
acy of courageous, selfless service that we
have inherited from the veterans who have
gone before us.” There is no one whose leg-
acy of courageous and selfless service is
more worthy of preservation than General
McMaster.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all members of this
body to join me in saluting Lieutenant General
H.R. McMaster for his service on behalf of a
grateful nation. | thank H.R. for showing us all
what it means to live by the warrior ethos.

ARMED FORCES DAY

HON. MAC THORNBERRY

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. THORNBERRY. Mr. Speaker, | rise
today to recognize Armed Forces Day in
honor of the brave men and women who have
served and who are serving in the United
States Armed Forces during times of war and
peace.

Celebrated annually on the third Saturday of
May, Armed Forces Day came into existence
on August 31, 1949, when Secretary of De-
fense Louis Johnson announced that this sin-
gle day would replace the individual celebra-
tions for the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, and
Air Force. President Harry Truman led the ef-
fort to establish a holiday for citizens to unite
and to honor our military heroes for their patri-
otic service in support of the United States of
America.

Armed Forces Day also plays an essential
part in educating society and expanding public
knowledge of the military and the important
role they play in every community. The first of-
ficial Armed Forces Day took place on May
20, 1950, and was themed “Teamed for De-
fense.” In an excerpt from the Presidential
Proclamation of Feb. 27, 1950, President Tru-
man stated:

“Armed Forces Day, Saturday, May 20,
1950, marks the first combined demonstration
by America’s defense team of its progress,
under the National Security Act, toward the
goal of readiness for any eventuality. It is the
first parade of preparedness by the unified
forces of our land, sea, and air defense.”

Generations of men and women have an-
swered the call of a nation in need, and on
Armed Forces Day, we are especially mindful
of their service, sacrifice, and that of their fam-
ilies. | appreciate what communities all over
the country do to honor those responsible for
our freedom, and | am hopeful we will con-
tinue to honor and support our military in all its
strength.

COMMENDING LOCAL 2018 HIGH
SCHOOL GRADUATES FOR THEIR
DECISION TO ENLIST IN THE
UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES
AND OUR COMMUNITY SALUTES
OF HENRICO, VIRGINIA FOR
HOSTING THE FIRST ANNUAL
HIGH SCHOOL ENLISTEE REC-
OGNITION

HON. DAVE BRAT

OF VIRGINIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. BRAT. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to rec-
ognize the 80 Henrico County, Virginia area
high school seniors who plan to enlist in the
United States Armed Forces after graduation.

These students have excelled in their aca-
demic and extracurricular activities, and | offer
my sincere congratulations for their selfless-
ness and courageous decision to serve their
country upon their high school graduation.

| commend these student leaders for their
selflessness and courageous decision to serve
their country as members of the United States
Armed Forces: Chandler Anderson, Michael
Armstrong, William Baker, Madison Balagtas,
Kahlil Barnes, Alicia Barnett, Trenea Booker,
Preston Bourne, Zachary Bowman, Cody Bry-
ant, Naveed Canter, Rebecca Cary, Brandon
Church, Nicholas Clarke, Tiana Clary-Haymon,
Johnny Clejel, Bryce Courtney, Keanu Davis,
Deisler Deleon, Steven Devault, Caleb Dison,
Jon Christopher Duran, Jacob Edwards,
Deyoni Escalante, Courtney Ferraris, Brianna
Field, Connor Foutz, Wyatt Fulton, Christopher
Garcia, Eileen Garcia-Morales, Tyrese Gary,
Kyeron George, Melvin Gwaikolo, Braxton
Hicks, Genesis Hill, Donald Hines, Jalen How-
ard, Christopher Huitzachi, Colin Hurley,
Jacob Jenkins, Robert Johnson, Michael John-
son, Isiah Jones, Damian Kidd, Makayla
Knipp, Emmanuela Koranteng, Samael
Lariosgonzalez, Austin Leroy, Alexander
Leseman, Daniel Morris, Marcus Newsom,
Marcus Oughton, Alonzo Paige, Christian
Pearsall, Samuel Peters Ill, Nathan Price,
Derek Prokesch, Lonnie Reid, Sean Robert-
son, Nicolaus Ross, Kamario Russ, Dylan
Scruggs, Alham Shadan, Jason Shaw, Jordan
Shumate, Alyssa Simpson, Jackson Squires,
Sarah Stanton, Joshua Tolbert, Jose Torres,
Steven Travis, Isaiah Vannote, Dane Virginia,
Mubarak Vodel, Andrew Wade, Carl West,
Nate Williamson, Christian Yin, Zachariah
Youngwood.

We also take the time to recognize Samuel
Rivas, who only recently passed away but was
part of this group of fine men and women; we
honor his memory and his willingness to serve
our country.

These students will be honored by the
Henrico Chapter of Our Community Salutes at
their Annual Military Enlisted Recognition
Ceremony on Tuesday, May 22, 2018 at Her-
mitage High School in Henrico, VA.

Mr. Speaker, | ask my colleagues to join me
in thanking these young men and women and
their families for their dedication to serving this
great Nation. We owe them and the many
Americans who have served and will serve a
debt of gratitude.

———

RECOGNIZING THE CENTENNIAL
ANNIVERSARY OF MAXWELL ME-
MORIAL LIBRARY

HON. JOHN KATKO

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Friday, May 18, 2018

Mr. KATKO. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the centennial celebration of Max-
well Memorial Library in my hometown of
Camillus, New York.
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