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Maxwell Memorial Library in the Village of
Camillus first opened its doors 100 years ago
following the advocacy of local teacher K.
Belle Hackford, who organized the Camillus
Library Association on May 26, 1918.

The library was granted a provisional char-
ter on September 22, 1921, and its absolute
charter on February 19, 1926. The name was
changed to Maxwell Memorial Library, in
honor of librarian Mary Ellis Maxwell, on Feb-
ruary 28, 1958.

Maxwell Memorial Library has had several
homes, all on Main Street in the village. Its
first location was in one room over Abert's
Plumbing Shop. In 1922, it moved downstairs
to a larger space. The next move was in 1924,
to the former Cook home. In late 1925, it
made a fourth move to an old building behind
Kemper Garage before the library finally set-
tled into its current home in the former Pres-
byterian Church.

Today, Maxwell Memorial Library offers
adult, early, and digital literacy programs to its
patrons. On average, around 31,000 people
visit Maxwell Memorial Library every year.

It is my honor to recognize Maxwell Memo-
rial Library’s current director, Amanda E.
Perrine, and former director, Katy Benson, and
Board of Trustees Lucille Adorante, Donna
Breen, Michael Dendis, Cynthia Drake, Megan
Glass, Sue Mezey, Kristen Northrop, and Barb
Parsons for their hard work to make this li-
brary what is today. Congratulations on 100
years in our community.

——————
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Mr. SMITH of New Jersey. Mr. Speaker,
yesterday we held a hearing on global health
supply chain management. By holding yester-
day’s hearing, this subcommittee is fulfilling its
obligation to the American taxpayers to con-
duct vigorous oversight of our global health
programs in order to ensure that U.S. taxpayer
dollars are being used properly and efficiently
to deliver aid to rightful beneficiaries. It also,
we hope, will help better the lives of those
beneficiaries in the developing world who re-
ceive life-saving medications thanks to the
generosity of the American people.

Specifically, we addressed serious concerns
regarding the United States Agency for Inter-
national Development’s contractor selection
process and performance by that supply chain
management company, Chemonics Inter-
national, which was awarded the agency’s
largest ever monetary contract—a contract
with a ceiling of $9.5 billion over five years.

Congressional interest in this was triggered
by reports last year that Chemonics had failed
repeatedly to deliver essential health commod-
ities in a timely manner to African and other
countries where they are desperately need-
ed—most critically, anti-retrovirals to treat HIV/
AIDS patients. At its lowest point, only seven
percent of deliveries were made on time and
in full. The purpose of this hearing is to deter-
mine where USAID went wrong in the selec-
tion and transition process of this contractor
and what can be done to prevent such a fail-
ure in the future.

CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — Extensions of Remarks

In January of 2014, USAID issued a Re-
quest for Proposals for a supply chain man-
agement contractor that would consolidate
procurement and delivery of health commod-
ities to Africa and elsewhere as well as pro-
vide health systems strengthening in conjunc-
tion with the President's Emergency Plan for
AIDS Relief (PEPFAR). Two companies re-
sponded to the request, the first being the
then existing contractor, Partnership for Sup-
ply Chain Management, and the second being
Chemonics.

In April 2015, USAID awarded the contract
to Chemonics, in large part because
Chemonics displayed greater data Vvisibility
and IT capability. As might be expected, the
incumbent losing bidder filed a complaint
against USAID with the U.S. Government Ac-
countability Office and, upon losing that,
lodged an appeal with the U.S. Court of Fed-
eral Claims. In both instances, a deferential
standard of review is applied, and thus
USAID’s decision was upheld.

Following the final decision, the Partnership
began the process to transition services to
Chemonics. While tensions between the two
companies were evident throughout the transi-
tion process, performance levels remained
steady until after Chemonics fully took over
operations. At the end of 2016, under
Chemonics’ leadership, on time deliveries
dropped from 84 percent to 67 percent. They
continued to freefall throughout 2016, down to
31 percent and then reaching an all-time-low
of 7 percent in the first quarter of 2017. During
this time, some countries reported stock-outs
of some commodities.

This absolutely unacceptable delivery record
resulted in part from poor data quality, weak
inventory management and distribution prac-
tices and poor planning. Moreover, while hind-
sight is 20/20, one cannot but question what
justified certain of the assumptions USAID
made when it selected Chemonics.

For example, USAID had graded
Chemonics’ data visibility as “Excellent,” plac-
ing great reliance on Chemonics’ promises re-
garding an IT system. No demonstration of a
functioning IT system was ever requested by
USAID during the selection process, however,
nor any in-person presentation during which
the Technical Evaluation Committee could ask
questions.

Indeed, no such demonstration could have
taken place, as Chemonics had not even com-
pleted building the IT system that was specifi-
cally required in the request for proposals. The
system would not be fully functional until June
2017, nearly a year and half after Chemonics
began operations.

While USAID did require a corrective action
plan from Chemonics and implemented some
corrective measures on the company—includ-
ing freezing promotions and raises until per-
formance reaches an acceptable level—it is
the spur of congressional oversight, including
visits to the field, which has forced the issue
and brings us to where we are today, de-
manding answers and seeking solutions.

Our oversight continues to raise questions,
and not only with respect to the implementing
partner, but also how PEPFAR and USAID are
coordinating their activities. We need to know
how is it that each year PEPFAR engages
partner nations in developing Country Oper-
ational Plans designed to meet particular
needs in each nation while guaranteeing that
annual taxpayer investments are “maximally
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focused and traceable for impact,” yet USAID
is still paying for the drug Nevirapine to give
to HIV patients in Africa. Nevirapine is an out-
dated drug with serious side effects that was
supposed to have been retired a long time
ago.

| expected to hear from our witnesses not
only a post-mortem of what went wrong—and
by that, not simply a passive voice recitation
that “mistakes were made”—but also concrete
solutions for how we can prevent such mis-
takes in the future.

——————
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Ms. CHENEY. Mr. Speaker, | rise today to
recognize the Wyoming State Society, Daugh-
ters of the American Revolution, which will
hold its one hundred and third annual con-
ference on May 17-20 in Cheyenne, Wyo-
ming.

Daughters of the American Revolution has a
long tradition of promoting historic preserva-
tion, education, and patriotism across the
country and state of Wyoming. This year at
their conference, members from around the
state will come together to celebrate their con-
tributions to Wyoming history and society,
present the first annual scholarship to promote
Native American education, and present the
D.A.R. Good Citizen’s award. They will hear
from a host of speakers, including Claudia
Stowers, the Vice President for Advancement
of the Museum of the American Revolution,
and they will rededicate a monument and
benches donated by their organization 42
years ago. Members of the D.A.R. have a
deep sense of patriotism and support for our
armed services. At the conference they will
also celebrate the 100th anniversary of Ger-
many’s surrender in WWI.

During World War |, the state of Wyoming
was very involved in war efforts. Fort D.A.
Russell, now called F.E. Warren Air Force
Base, outside of Cheyenne served as a major
mobilization point at the start of the war.
11,393 Wyoming men served in the war. As a
state with expansive agricultural and energy
production, Wyoming was integral in providing
resources for our troops and civilians. During
this time, Wyoming oil production doubled and
ranchers and farmers worked tirelessly to
meet the increasing demand.

| join the members of the Daughters of the
American Revolution in remembering and
thanking those in our state and across the
country for their contributions to our armed
forces during World War | and throughout his-
tory.

| would also like to thank the members of
the Daughters of the American Revolution for
all they do to preserve the history of our great
state and country and to promote the impor-
tance of education and patriotism of our great
nation.

Mr. Speaker, it is my honor to acknowledge
the many contributions the women of the
Daughters of the American Revolution have
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