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is just Florida. Nationally, 35 million
children in this country have had at
least 1 traumatic experience, and near-
ly two-thirds of children have been ex-
posed to violence. That is why we have
another piece of legislation that Sen-
ators cosponsored to provide better
care to children and their families who
have experienced trauma.

We have finally done something with
regard to PTSD and our veterans. Ev-
erybody understands that you don’t ac-
tually have to get an injury to have
PTSD. As a matter of fact, it can mani-
fest itself years later. We are getting
mental health counseling for our vet-
erans, particularly those who have
come home from a war zone.

Are these children now experiencing
a war zone? Is the trauma they are ex-
periencing at ages 12 through 17, at
that tender age, not comparable to
some of the trauma our young soldiers
are now experiencing?

If we are going to be serious about
curbing this type of violence that we
are going to continue to see in chil-
dren’s schools—oh Lordy, we hoped
that Parkland was the last one, but it
was not, and there are going to be
more. If we are going to be serious
about this, we must hire more school
counselors, social workers, psycholo-
gists, and other mental health profes-
sionals to get ahead of the problem and
ensure that any student who needs help
is able to get it.

Later this week, midweek, I will be
introducing legislation aimed at doing
exactly that—increasing the number of
mental health professionals in our chil-
dren’s schools across the country. Kids
suffering from trauma or depression or
any other sort of mental problems
shouldn’t be denied the help they need
because the school or the school dis-
trict can’t afford it.

The bill I will file on Wednesday—I
hope with a whole bunch of Senators
sponsoring—will provide grants to col-
leges and universities that set up pro-
grams to train future school coun-
selors, social workers, psychologists,
and other mental health professionals
in the school districts that need them
the most. It will create a Federal stu-
dent loan forgiveness program for men-
tal health professionals who take jobs
in the districts that need them. That
has often been a problem—not only the
supply but getting the supply in the
school districts that need them. This is
not unlike the loan forgiveness we give
to government workers or to, for exam-
ple, doctors who will serve, practice, in
an underserved area, such as a rural
area. We do it for those professionals;
let’s do it for the mental health work-
ers who are desperately needed in un-
derserved areas, such as—which is obvi-
ously becoming apparent—our schools.

When we give our students the tools
they need to succeed, such as access to
mental health treatment, everyone is
going to benefit. Our students know
this. They have been asking for our
help to make these services more avail-
able. Parents, teachers, and school ad-
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ministrators across the country know
this, too, and they are pleading for
Congress to act.

Let’s give our schools and our com-
munities the help they need, the help
they have been asking for. Let’s start
taking steps today to change the
course in which the country finds itself
with another school shooting last Fri-
day. I hope many Senators cosponsor
this legislation. We can’t allow what
happened in Parkland, FL, and in
Santa Fe, TX, to become the new nor-
mal in this country. We have to do
more to protect our kids in school and
ensure that any student who needs
mental health services is able to get
those services.

I yield the floor.

I suggest the absence of a quorum.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
proceeded to call the roll.

Mr. SULLIVAN. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
MORAN). Without objection, it is so or-
dered.

CLOTURE MOTION

Pursuant to rule XXII, the Chair lays
before the Senate the pending cloture
motion, which the clerk will state.

The legislative clerk read as follows:

CLOTURE MOTION

We, the undersigned Senators, in accord-
ance with the provisions of rule XXII of the
Standing Rules of the Senate, do hereby
move to bring to a close debate on the nomi-
nation of Dana Baiocco, of Ohio, to be a
Commissioner of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission for a term of seven years
from October 27, 2017.

Mitch McConnell, Thom Tillis, Pat Rob-
erts, John Cornyn, Mike Crapo, Roy
Blunt, Ron Johnson, Mike Rounds,
Lindsey Graham, Johnny Isakson,
John Boozman, James E. Risch, John
Thune, Todd Young, John Hoeven, Cory
Gardner, David Perdue.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. By unan-
imous consent, the mandatory quorum
call has been waived.

The question is, Is it the sense of the
Senate that debate on the nomination
of Dana Baiocco, of Ohio, to be a Com-
missioner of the Consumer Product
Safety Commission, shall be brought to
a close?

The yeas and nays are mandatory
under the rule.

The clerk will call the roll.

The legislative clerk called the roll.

Mr. CORNYN. The following Senators
are necessarily absent: the Senator
from West Virginia (Mrs. CAPITO), the
Senator from North Dakota (Mr.
HOEVEN), and the Senator from Arizona
(Mr. McCAIN).

Mr. DURBIN. I announce that the
Senator from Illinois (Ms. DUCKWORTH),
the Senator from New Hampshire (Mrs.
SHAHEEN), and the Senator from Mon-
tana (Mr. TESTER), are necessarily ab-
sent.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
LANKFORD). Are there any other Sen-
ators in the Chamber desiring to vote?
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The yeas and nays resulted—yeas 49,
nays 45, as follows:
[Rollcall Vote No. 102 Ex.]

YEAS—49
Alexander Gardner Perdue
Barrasso Graham Portman
Blunt Grassley Risch
Boozman Hatch Roberts
Burr Heller Rounds
Cassidy Hyde-Smith Rubio
Collins Inhofe Sasse
Corker Isakson Scott
Cornyn Johnson Shelb
v

Cotton Kennedy :

Sullivan
Crapo Lankford Th
Cruz Lee " upe
Daines Manchin Tillis
Enzi McConnell Toomey
Ernst Moran Wicker
Fischer Murkowski Young
Flake Paul

NAYS—45
Baldwin Harris Murray
Bennet Hassan Nelson
Blumenthal Heinrich Peters
Booker Heitkamp Reed
Brown Hirono Sanders
Cantwell Jones Schatz
Cardin Kaine Schumer
Carper King Smith
Casey Klobuchar Stabenow
Coons Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Markey Van Hollen
Donnelly McCaskill Warner
Durbin Menendez Warren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Gillibrand Murphy Wyden
NOT VOTING—6

Capito Hoeven Shaheen
Duckworth McCain Tester

The PRESIDING OFFICER. On this
vote, the yeas are 49, the nays are 45.

The motion is agreed to.

The majority leader is recognized.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that notwith-
standing the provisions of rule XXII,
all postcloture time on the Baiocco
nomination be considered expired at 12
noon tomorrow; that if confirmed, the
motion to reconsider be considered
made and laid upon the table and the
President be immediately notified of
the Senate’s action.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. McCONNELL. For the informa-
tion of all Senators, there will be two
rollcall votes at 12 noon tomorrow: a
vote on the confirmation of the
Baiocco nomination for the CPSC, fol-
lowed by a cloture vote on the vet-
erans’ healthcare bill.

———

LEGISLATIVE SESSION

MORNING BUSINESS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate resume legislative session for a pe-
riod of morning business, with Sen-
ators permitted to speak therein for up
to 10 minutes each.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

————

REMEMBERING BILL MILLER

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
would like to pay tribute to a true leg-
end in South Louisville, KY: Pleasure
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