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People of goodwill understand that
we must do more than have moments
of silence, words of prayer, expressions
of condolences. People expect those of
us who have been elected to the Con-
gress of the United States of America
to do what they sent us here to do, that
is, have legislation brought to the
floor, allow for some debate, and then
take a vote. It is expected that we
would vote on the legislation that is
pending.

We have more than 100 pieces of leg-
islation dealing with gun safety pend-
ing before the House, and it is not
being acted upon.

I rise to ask, Mr. Speaker, that you
bring this legislation to the floor of the
House of Representatives so that the
people can express their voices, can ex-
press their concerns, can take their po-
sitions by and through their legiti-
mately elected Representatives. It is
time, Mr. Speaker, for you to act, for
you to bring the legislation to the floor
so that we may vote on it.

If there is someone who truly be-
lieves that the solution to this vio-
lence, to this killing, to these murders,
if there is someone who believes that
the solution is a good guy with a gun,
put that solution into legislation, Mr.
Speaker, and let’s vote on whether the
solution is a good guy with a gun.

Mr. Speaker, I will not go along to
get along.

Mr. Speaker, you have indicated that
you won’t be returning to Congress.
Well, Mr. Speaker, if you are not going
to do your job, if you are not going to
bring legislation to the floor—by the
way, all of it, not Democratic legisla-
tion, not Republican legislation. This
is not about Democrats; it is not about
Republicans. This is about our chil-
dren, who are being murdered in
schools.

If you are not going to bring that leg-
islation to the floor, you ought to just
step aside. This is bigger than you. It is
bigger than all of us. It is about our
children and how they are being mur-
dered in schools. It is time to take the
courage that has been embedded within
your soul and your constitution and
bring that legislation to the floor.

Mr. Speaker, I speak truth to power.
I speak truth about power. There is a
problem. Mr. Speaker, you are the
problem.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Mem-
bers are reminded to direct their re-
marks to the Chair.

———

HONORING THE LIFE OF OFFICER
LANCE WHITAKER

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Florida (Mr. RUTHERFORD) for 5 min-
utes.

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to honor the life of Officer
Lance Whitaker, who was killed in the
early morning hours on May 15, 2018,
while responding to a police call for
service.

Officer Whitaker began his law en-
forcement career with the Atlantic
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Beach Police Department in Florida.
He then joined the Jacksonville Sher-
iff’s Office and has since served the city
of Jacksonville faithfully for 17 years.

Officer Whitaker was known among
his fellow officers for his kind heart,
and he had a very contagious smile. It
was clear to those around him that he
loved his job and he believed in what he
was doing.

Outside of work, Officer Whitaker
was known as a proud father and fam-
ily man. He is survived by his 14-year-
old son, Cade Whitaker.

Just 3 weeks ago, I attended the re-
dedication of the Fallen Officers Me-
morial Wall in Jacksonville, where we
had the chance to remember and cele-
brate the lives of 61 men who have died
protecting our city. Tragically, an-
other name now must be added to that
wall.

Today, I join the northeast Florida
community to mourn the loss of Officer
Whitaker. His service to the First
Coast will never be forgotten, and my
thoughts and prayers are with his fam-
ily, friends, and all of the JSO family,
and I thank them for their sacrifice on
behalf of a grateful city.

Ralph Waldo Emerson once said:
“The purpose of life is not to be happy.
It is to be useful, to be honorable, to be
compassionate, to have it make some
difference that you lived and lived
well.”

Officer Whitaker lived well. He did
his job honorably and compassionately.
He dedicated his life to his community,
and he made a difference in the lives of
many. Officer Whitaker lived his life
well.

RECOGNIZING RIVER CITY SCIENCE ACADEMY FOR
OUTSTANDING SUCCESS

Mr. RUTHERFORD. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise to congratulate River City Science
Academy of Jacksonville, Florida, for
winning the State championship in the
Science Olympiad and for their excel-
lent representation in the national
competition that took place in Fort
Collins, Colorado, on May 19, 2018. This
remarkable achievement was the first
time a school from Duval County has
won the State competition, and I
couldn’t be more proud of the students,
teachers, and parents who came to-
gether to achieve this outstanding vic-
tory.

My district is home to some of the
brightest students in the country, and
the academic excellence of the River
City Science Academy is just more
proof of the robust STEM programs
that we facilitate back home.

STEM education is so important in a
highly competitive, technologically
driven economy, and I am thankful for
the educators who dedicate their lives
to training the next scientists, mathe-
maticians, and engineers.

Congratulations once again to the
River City Science Academy for lead-
ing the way, and I look forward to
hearing of their many successes in the
years to come.

May 22, 2018

TRIBUTE TO COACH CHARLES
BERRY

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Arkansas (Mr. WOMACK) for 5 minutes.

Mr. WOMACK. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today to honor a legend in Arkansas
high school basketball.

Charles Berry, one of the State’s
most successful coaches, is retiring
this year after 57 years on the court.
He is an Arkansas native, grew up in
Huntsville, served in the United States
Air Force, and returned home to begin
a remarkable career as a teacher and
coach, the last 50 years at his alma
mater, Huntsville High School, in the
gymnasium that now bears his name.

The numbers speak for themselves:
1,367 career wins; 14 conference cham-
pionships; six regional championships;
two State titles, two times as a runner-
up. He is a six-time Arkansas All-Star
coach, and in 2007 was named the Na-
tional Coach of the Year in girls bas-
ketball. His 2016 induction into the Ar-
kansas High School Coaches Associa-
tion Hall of Fame was automatic.

His legacy as a coach is understood,
but he is more than a coach. Charlie is
a respected and dedicated mentor, edu-
cator, and person. He is simply one of
the best.

Thank you, Charlie, for your many
years of service to your community,
and happy retirement, my friend.

———

RECOGNIZING BUCKS COUNTY,
PENNSYLVANIA, FIREFIGHTERS

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair recognizes the gentleman from
Pennsylvania (Mr. FITZPATRICK) for 5
minutes.

Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, I
rise today to recognize approximately
60 firefighters in Bucks County, Penn-
sylvania, who recently graduated from
the national certification program.
These brave men and women satisfac-
torily completed the Firefighter One
training program offered by the Bucks
County Public Safety Training Center.

I would like to commend these fire-
fighters for the work they do to protect
and serve our community, selflessly
putting their lives on the line on a reg-
ular basis.

Recently, Firefighter Tim
Pristatskiy of the Trevose Fire Com-
pany ran into a burning house in Lower
Southampton to look for victims. With
the compromised structure of the
house, the second floor collapsed and
Tim fell through. Despite the odds,
Tim suffered no injuries, thankfully,
and he is back serving on the force.

Mr. Speaker, it is crucial that we
honor our firefighters, like Tim, for the
brave work they do in protecting the
lives of our loved ones and our own. We
truly owe them a debt of gratitude.
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RECOGNIZING BOB DUAIME
Mr. FITZPATRICK. Mr. Speaker, 1
rise today to recognize a resident of
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