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not give her the necessary feedback to 
determine what a student has learned 
and damages their motivation to 
school. Instead, her grading practices 
allow for end-point mastery, which she 
believes to help her students learn. 

Catelyn has taught at Q.I. Roberts 
Junior-Senior High School for 3 years 
and is involved with several extra-
curricular activities. As yearbook 
sponsor, she doubled the size of the 
yearbook and increased sales to where 
more copies were needed to be ordered. 
She also cosponsors the Hi-Q team and 
attends school sporting events and per-
formances of her students. 

I express my best wishes to Catelyn 
for her commitment to her students 
and wish her continued success in the 
years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HELENE HOTALING 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I honor Helene Hotaling, the Marion 
County Teacher of the Year from Madi-
son Street Academy in Ocala, FL. 

Helene believes what best describes 
her life as a child, parent, and as an ed-
ucator can be attributed to a quote 
from Dr. Seuss: ‘‘To the world you may 
be one person, but to one person you 
may be the world.’’ 

Helene’s parents were poor, had little 
education, and spoke broken English. 
As a result, her initial introduction to 
school in first grade was difficult. It 
was not until a retired teacher in her 
neighborhood guided her to where she 
is today. That retired teacher, Ms. 
Nuesell, saw she could make a dif-
ference in her life and taught her the 
joy of learning. This inspired Helene to 
become a teacher at a young age. 

Ms. Nuesell took Helene to the li-
brary and sat with her as she struggled 
to read. This kindness and persistence 
paid off, and by the time Helene en-
tered second grade, she could read and 
keep up with her classmates academi-
cally. Helene knows Ms. Nuesell did 
not have to do this; she did so because 
she enjoyed teaching. Ms. Nuesell has 
been her role model in life. 

Helene is a graduate of the Univer-
sity of Georgia with bachelor of arts 
degree in elementary education and a 
master’s degree in teaching reading 
from Barry University. She has been a 
teacher for 29 years, with all but 2 
years in Marion County. Helene has 
taught fourth grade, third grade, sec-
ond grade, and kindergarten, She is 
currently a third grade teacher at 
Madison Street Academy. 

I thank Helene for her dedication to 
teaching countless students through-
out her nearly three decades long ca-
reer. I express my best wishes for her 
continued success in the years to 
come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JASON LANCY 
∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I am honored to recognize Jason 
Lancy, the Lake County Teacher of the 
Year from Windy Hill Middle School in 
Clermont, Fl. 

Jason was not a math wizard when he 
was in school, originally struggling 
with the subject. It is fitting that he 
has been given this prestigious award 
while serving as the chair of the math 
department. Jason said it was hard to 
explain how it felt to receive this 
honor, though he felt it was definitely 
one of the greatest nights of his life. 

Jason’s students tell him how he ex-
plains math is different and easier for 
them to understand. He relates this 
trait to the fact that he can empathize 
when they feel lost and confused with 
math. He seeks to deepen his student’s 
understanding and increase engage-
ment by teaching passionately and 
with a sense of humor. 

By all accounts, he has a close rela-
tionship with his students. Jason 
shared his feelings towards the night 
he received this honor by putting the 
trophy in his classroom and showed his 
students pictures from the event. They 
were ecstatic for him, noting it was a 
class atmosphere unlike any other he 
had experienced before. 

Jason has been an eighth-grade Alge-
bra 1 and Algebra 1 honors teacher at 
Windy Hill Middle School since 2007. He 
earned his bachelor of science degree 
from Indiana University of Pennsyl-
vania in mathematics education and 
earned his master of education degree 
from the University of Central Florida 
in mathematics education. 

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Jason for his hard work 
and look forward to hearing of his and 
his students’ continued success.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO ANGELA PERRY 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Angela Perry, the Lafay-
ette County Teacher of the Year from 
Lafayette Elementary School in Mayo, 
FL. 

The compassion Angela displays to 
her students and her demonstration of 
being a model teacher to her peers led 
to her being named Teacher of the 
Year. Angela credited her school’s ad-
ministration, colleagues, and friends 
who share her love of teaching for her 
receiving this honor by the district. 

Angela’s teaching philosophy is guid-
ed by a quote from Mother Teresa: 
‘‘Not all of us can do great things, but 
we can do small things with great 
love.’’ She abides by this quote when it 
comes to teaching her fifth grade stu-
dents as they begin to transition from 
elementary to middle school. 

Outside of the classroom, Angela is 
involved throughout her community by 
volunteering with her church youth’s 
ministry. She has coached soccer, bas-
ketball, and softball for local youth 
programs. Angela has also been a board 
member for the Lafayette Babe Ruth 
Program for 14 years. 

Angela graduated from Lafayette 
High School in 1992 and continued her 
educational career by earning an ele-
mentary education degree at Valdosta 
State University in 1997. She has 
taught at Lafayette Elementary 

School since 2011, teaching fourth 
grade for 6 years and is currently 
teaching fifth grade math. 

I express my sincere thanks and ap-
preciation to Angela for the dedication 
she has provided to her students and 
community throughout the years.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO AMY ROBERTS 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Amy Roberts, the Columbia 
County Teacher of the Year from Sum-
mers Elementary School in Lake City, 
FL. 

Amy’s colleagues describe her as an 
organized, structured professional with 
proven teaching, motivating, and lead-
ership skills. These abilities undoubt-
edly contributed to Amy becoming her 
school district’s Teacher of the Year. 

Her administrator noted that Amy 
works to ensure all students are able to 
experience success during their aca-
demic career. One of her former stu-
dents remembers that Amy always did 
whatever she could to help them suc-
ceed in school. 

Amy is a firm believer in fostering a 
growth mindset and developing lasting 
relationships with her students and 
their families. She views these rela-
tionships as paramount to students 
achieving success in her classroom, 
college, and in working environments. 

Amy has been a teacher for more 
than 7 years, with most of those years 
at Summers Elementary School. She is 
currently a first grade teacher. 

I am honored to express my sincere 
gratitude to Amy for her hard work 
and look forward to hearing of her con-
tinued success throughout her teaching 
career.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BETH ROSENOW 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I honor Beth Rosenow, the Monroe 
County Teacher of the Year from Coral 
Shores High School in Tavernier, FL. 

Beth received this important recogni-
tion because of her exemplary marine 
science and leadership programs. Her 
colleagues note her outstanding work 
in and out of the classroom because she 
connects her class material to the out-
side world and keeps her students en-
gaged. 

Beth is known by her coworkers for 
her unique teaching style. She uses 
hands-on techniques to give her stu-
dents a firsthand experience to the ma-
terial they are learning. Her expertise 
and participation within the local ma-
rine science community provides her 
with material for her students. Beth’s 
commitment to this field allows her 
students learn how to assess the health 
of coral reefs and to report data to the 
National Oceanographic and Atmos-
pheric Administration. 

Beth has certifications in fish identi-
fication, rescue diving, and uses her ex-
pertise to challenge her students and 
herself. She began her teaching career 
18 years ago in Fenton, MI, and is com-
ing up on her seventh year of teaching 
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in Monroe County. She previously 
taught at Key Largo School before 
coming to Coral Shores High School. 

I am pleased to learn of all the hard 
work Beth has done for her students 
and extend my best wishes on her con-
tinued success in the years to come.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO DANIELLE SUMMERS 

∑ Mr. RUBIO. Madam President, today 
I recognize Danielle Summers, the Lib-
erty County Teacher of the Year from 
W. R. Tolar K–8 School in Bristol, FL, 
where she teaches elementary school. 

Danielle received this important 
award because of her strong classroom 
management skills and hands-on, expe-
riential approach to teaching 
foundational education standards. Be-
sides teaching, she has served on the 
leadership team as the kindergarten 
grade level chair for 3 years and served 
as the grade level chair for first grade 
for the past 2 school years. Danielle 
has also been a cooperating teacher for 
both Flagler College and Chipola Col-
lege, supervising and training three 
student-teacher interns in 3 of the past 
4 school years. 

Danielle has been teaching for 10 
years. She has taught second grade for 
1 year, kindergarten for 6 years, and is 
currently teaching first grade for the 
third year. Danielle has also served on 
the K–3 District evaluation sub-
committee and the K–2 district writing 
committee for Liberty County. 

I express my deep gratitude to 
Danielle for her desire to help her stu-
dents learn in any way she can. I wish 
Danielle the best and look forward to 
hearing of her continued success in the 
years ahead.∑ 

f 

TRIBUTE TO KEITH NOLAN 

∑ Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Madam Presi-
dent, today I would like to recognize a 
selfless young man of great character 
and tremendous determination, Keith 
Nolan of Frederick, MD. 

Keith’s passion for service and for 
this country has driven him to dog-
gedly seek an opportunity to join the 
less than 1 percent of Americans with a 
disability who have served in our mili-
tary. In his commitment to defend our 
Nation, as well as our values, he has 
pursued this issue with many levels of 
the Defense Department. Moreover, he 
has reached out to the Armed Services 
Committees in both Chambers of Con-
gress and even approached the White 
House to seek opportunities for dis-
abled Americans to serve in the ranks 
of the military. Keith is deaf and rec-
ognizes that he is quickly reaching the 
age limit to enlist. However, he is still 
committed to seeking change that 
could enable others, with similar dis-
abilities, to contribute to the defense 
of our nation. 

Keith Nolan is an inspiration to me 
and to those he has touched. I thank 
him for the example he sets and am 
hopeful that someday emerging mili-
tary occupations might present oppor-

tunities for disabled Americans to 
serve their country proudly and with 
honor.∑ 

f 

MESSAGES FROM THE HOUSE 

At 2:25 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 1282. An act to redesignate certain clin-
ics of the Department of Veterans Affairs lo-
cated in Montana. 

The message further announced that 
the House has passed the following 
bills, in which it requests the concur-
rence of the Senate: 

H.R. 1972. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to waive the requirement of 
certain veterans to make copayments for 
hospital care and medical services in the 
case of an error by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 3642. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to improve the access to private health 
care for veterans who are survivors of mili-
tary sexual trauma. 

H.R. 3663. An act to designate the medical 
center of the Department of Veterans Affairs 
in Huntington, West Virginia, as the Hershel 
‘‘Woody’’ Williams VA Medical Center. 

H.R. 3832. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for access by Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs health care pro-
viders to State prescription drug monitoring 
programs. 

H.R. 3946. An act to name the Department 
of Veterans Affairs community-based out-
patient clinic in Statesboro, Georgia, the 
‘‘Ray Hendrix Veterans Clinic’’. 

H.R. 4245. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to submit to Congress cer-
tain documents relating to the Electronic 
Health Record Modernization Program of the 
Department of Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 4334. An act to provide for certain re-
porting requirements relating to medical 
care for women veterans provided by the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs and through 
contracts entered into by the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs with non-Department med-
ical providers, and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4451. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for a five-year exten-
sion to the homeless veterans reintegration 
programs and to provide clarification regard-
ing eligibility for services under such pro-
grams. 

H.R. 4830. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to provide for the disapproval of 
any course of education for purposes of the 
educational assistance programs of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs unless the edu-
cational institution providing the course 
permits individuals to attend or participate 
in courses pending payment by Department, 
and for other purposes. 

H.R. 4958. An act to increase, effective as of 
December 1, 2018, the rates of compensation 
for veterans with service-connected disabil-
ities and the rates of dependency and indem-
nity compensation for the survivors of cer-
tain disabled veterans, and for other pur-
poses. 

H.R. 5044. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to clarify the treatment of cer-
tain surviving spouses under the contracting 
goals and preferences of the Department of 
Veterans Affairs. 

H.R. 5215. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to direct the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs to prohibit employees found to 

have knowingly misused Department of Vet-
erans Affairs purchase cards from serving as 
purchase card holders or approving officials. 

H.R. 5418. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out the Medical 
Surgical Prime Vendor program using mul-
tiple prime vendors. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to 2 U.S.C. 2081, and the order 
of the House of January 3, 2017, the 
Speaker appoints the following Mem-
ber on the part of the House of Rep-
resentatives to the United States Cap-
itol Preservation Commission: Mr. 
HOLDING of North Carolina. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 201(b) of the Inter-
national Religious Freedom Act of 1998 
(22 U.S.C. 6431), and the order of the 
House of January 3, 2017, the Speaker 
appoints the following individual on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Commission on Inter-
national Religious Freedom for a term 
ending on May 14, 2020: Ms. Kristina 
Arriaga of Alexandria, Virginia. 

The message also announced that 
pursuant to section 3 of the Alyce 
Spotted Bear and Walter Soboleff Com-
mission on Native Children Act (Public 
Law 114–244), and the order of the 
House of January 3, 2017, the Speaker 
appoints the following individuals on 
the part of the House of Representa-
tives to the Alyce Spotted Bear and 
Walter Soboleff Commission on Native 
Children: Ms. Gloria O’Neill of Anchor-
age, Alaska, Ms. Lisa Johnson Billy of 
Lindsay, Oklahoma, and Ms. Elizabeth 
Morris of Hillsboro, North Dakota. 

The message further announced that 
pursuant to section 4 of the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion Act of 2016 (Public Law 114–196), 
and the order of the House of January 
3, 2017, the Speaker appoints the fol-
lowing Member on the part of the 
House of Representatives to the United 
States Semiquincentennial Commis-
sion to fill the existing vacancy there-
on: Mr. HOLDING of North Carolina. 

At 6:08 p.m., a message from the 
House of Representatives, delivered by 
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the 
following bill, without amendment: 

S. 2155. An act to promote economic 
growth, provide tailored regulatory relief, 
and enhance consumer protections, and for 
other purposes. 

f 

MEASURES REFERRED 

The following bills were read the first 
and the second times by unanimous 
consent, and referred as indicated: 

H.R. 1972. An act to amend title 38, United 
States Code, to authorize the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to waive the requirement of 
certain veterans to make copayments for 
hospital care and medical services in the 
case of an error by the Department of Vet-
erans Affairs, and for other purposes; to the 
Committee on Veterans’ Affairs. 

H.R. 3642. An act to direct the Secretary of 
Veterans Affairs to carry out a pilot pro-
gram to improve the access to private health 
care for veterans who are survivors of mili-
tary sexual trauma; to the Committee on 
Veterans’ Affairs. 
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