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Barkeater Chocolates serves as a wonderful 
example of successful entrepreneurship in the 
North Country. 

On behalf of New York’s 21st district, I want 
to congratulate Barkeater Chocolates on its 
10th anniversary. Barkeater Chocolates plays 
an important role in North Creek community 
life, and I look forward to watching Barkeater 
Chocolates continue to flourish in the years to 
come. 

f 

RECOGNIZING NATIONAL 
ARTHRITIS AWARENESS MONTH 

HON. DAVID B. McKINLEY 
OF WEST VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. MCKINLEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise to recog-
nize National Arthritis Awareness Month. 
Every May, we call attention to the hardships 
associated with arthritis, a chronic disease that 
results in the inflammation or swelling of one 
or more joints of the body. Arthritis is the num-
ber one cause of disability in the United 
States, and carries a total economic burden of 
more than $300 billion in medical expenses 
and lost productivity. 

During this month of recognition, it’s critical 
we remember the more than 54 million Ameri-
cans, and 300,000 children, living with arthri-
tis. There are over 100 different forms in 
which this disease manifests, the most com-
mon being: osteoarthritis, rheumatoid arthritis, 
fibromyalgia, and psoriatic arthritis. 

While arthritis limits their daily activities, 
people with arthritis are fighters, and take ac-
tion to conquer this disease. As co-chair of the 
Congressional Arthritis Caucus, along with my 
colleague Representative ESHOO, we work to-
gether to address some of the most pressing 
issues facing the arthritis community today, 
like the high out-of-pocket costs for medica-
tion. 

Increased awareness can lead to early de-
tection and treatment, and it fosters an envi-
ronment that supports people with the disease 
in our communities. I ask my colleagues to 
join me in recognizing National Arthritis 
Awareness Month. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HARLEY GREENWALT 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Harley 
Greenwalt of Shenandoah, Iowa on the occa-
sion of his 100th birthday. Harley celebrated 
his birthday on May 14, 2018. 

Our world has changed a great deal during 
the course of Harley’s life. Since his birth, we 
have revolutionized air travel and walked on 
the moon. We have invented the television, 
cellular phones and the internet. We have 
fought in wars overseas, seen the rise and fall 
of Soviet communism and witnessed the birth 
of new democracies. Harley has lived through 
eighteen United States Presidents and twenty- 
five Governors of Iowa. In his lifetime, the 
population of the United States has more than 
tripled. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honor to represent Har-
ley in the United States Congress and it is my 
pleasure to wish him a very happy 100th birth-
day. I ask that my colleagues in the United 
States House of Representatives join me in 
congratulating Harley on reaching this incred-
ible milestone, and wishing him even more 
health and happiness in the years to come. 

f 

HONORING FIRST SERGEANT 
RAJENDRA TONY SINGH 

HON. JACKIE WALORSKI 
OF INDIANA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mrs. WALORSKI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor First Sergeant Rajendra Tony Singh 
of South Bend. His acts of heroism and sac-
rifice in service to our country are an inspira-
tion to us all. 

Sergeant Singh has served three combat 
tours in Iraq and another in Afghanistan in his 
21 years in the U.S. Marine Corps. He is a 
true leader who loves his country and is de-
voted to his fellow servicemembers. His abili-
ties and actions have earned him well-de-
served recognition, including a Navy Com-
mendation Medal with a V, a Navy and Marine 
Corps Achievement Medal, a Navy Meritorious 
Unit Commendation among many others. 
These decorations are a sign of his good 
character, dedication, and patriotism. 

Sergeant Singh has always gone above and 
beyond to help others and make a real dif-
ference for those in need. His service to our 
country overseas is matched by his service to 
his community here at home. Sergeant Singh 
is a distinguished leader among his peers and 
a guiding light for his family. I want to thank 
his wife Marilyn for her incredible strength and 
for the support she has given to her family 
while her husband serves. I have no doubt 
their children Sabrina, Anthony, and Steven 
will grow up to be as driven and compas-
sionate as their father. 

Sergeant Singh’s legacy and career exem-
plify what it means to be a Marine. His stead-
fast commitment to humanitarian efforts as 
well as to preserving our way of life has made 
our nation and our communities stronger. We 
are grateful for his continued service and self-
less dedication to this country. Mr. Speaker, I 
ask my colleagues to join me in thanking First 
Sergeant Rajendra T. Singh for his honorable 
service to our country and wishing him all the 
best in the amazing things I’m sure lie ahead 
for him and his family. 

f 

ANTHONY AND ANGELA HALL 

HON. TED POE 
OF TEXAS 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. POE of Texas. Mr. Speaker, there’s an 
old saying, ‘‘In the South there are no strang-
ers, just friends we haven’t met yet.’’ In Texas, 
we call that southern hospitality. It’s rare to 
find a Texan who isn’t ready to lend a hand 
to those in need. Hurricane Harvey brought 
out the best in Texans, and the goodwill 
shown by Anthony and Angela Hall of Humble, 
Texas truly shines as bright as the lone star. 

The Halls, like many in their neighborhood, 
sustained damage to their home from Hurri-
cane Harvey. But like most Texans, Anthony 
and Angela rushed to help their neighbors and 
volunteered at a local shelter. One day at the 
shelter, the couple met a woman and her chil-
dren sitting off to the side. The storm had 
taken everything but the clothes off their 
backs. 

Heartbroken and determined to help, Angela 
told the family that she would feed them. Sure 
enough, she began to prepare meals for the 
family at home, which she then brought with 
her when she went to the shelter. 

As Angela continued her volunteer service, 
she recognized that many of her neighbors 
were also in need of assistance, and before 
long she was cooking meals for the neighbor-
hood, delivering their sustenance door-to-door. 

Angela and Anthony, along with their four 
daughters, prepared as many as 300 plates a 
day for their neighbors still reeling from the ef-
fects of the hurricane, waking up before the 
sunrise every day and spending thousands of 
dollars of their own money to keep the neigh-
borhood from going hungry. 

To this day, the Halls are still providing 
meals to anyone in need, and are even willing 
to travel to ensure that none of their neighbors 
go hungry. 

Mr. Speaker, Anthony and Angela Hall are 
angels in the kitchen and are redefining the 
depth of Texas hospitality. It is people such as 
the Halls that ensure that no disaster of any 
magnitude will ever keep the American nation 
down. 

And that is just the way it is. 
f 

IN MEMORY, REMEMBRANCE, AND 
CELEBRATION OF DR. JOSÉ 
FRANCISCO PEÑA GÓMEZ 

HON. ADRIANO ESPAILLAT 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. ESPAILLAT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
celebrate and commemorate Dr. José Fran-
cisco Peña Gómez on the 20th anniversary of 
his passing. Throughout his life, Dr. Peña 
Gómez was a lifelong public servant who 
spoke up for the marginalized and often 
disenfranchised Afro-Latino community from 
the Dominican Republic; a community and di-
chotomy intrinsic to all Caribbean and Latin 
American nations. 

It cannot be understated how transcendent 
Dr. Peña Gómez remains in the Dominican 
Republic to have served as Mayor of Santo 
Domingo; Vice President of the International 
Socialist Party for the Western Hemisphere; 
President of the Dominican Revolutionary 
Party, and twice nominated for the Presidency 
of the Dominican Republic. But his legacy is 
not just limited to the Dominican Republic. 

Dr. Peña Gómez spent his life campaigning 
for democracy, progressive public policies, 
free speech and national sovereignty in the 
Caribbean and Latin America, and greater 
international community. Through his global 
education and activism, Dr. Peña Gómez be-
came a friend and partner with elected leaders 
and luminaries such as Nobel Peace Prize 
Winner Willy Brandt; U.S. Representative 
Charles B. Rangel, U.S. Senator Edward Ken-
nedy; French President François Mitterrand; 
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U.S. President Jimmy Carter; and Spanish 
Prime Minister Felipe González Márquez. 

‘‘The People First!’’ (La gente primero) was 
a mantra that Dr. Peña Gómez personified. He 
never relented in furthering himself and others 
from the Dominican Republic. His passion for 
public service in government was a result of 
his political activism with the Dominican Revo-
lutionary Party and lived experience as an 
Afro-Latino. As an activist, he loudly voiced his 
opposition to military intervention in the Do-
minican Republic; was a fierce proponent of 
free speech; and denounced unfair elections 
practices that undermined democracy. Dr. 
Peña Gómez worked feverishly to advocate 
for dual-citizenship for Dominican nationals liv-
ing abroad. He was a global advocate for the 
indigent and his fervent condemnation of civil 
and human rights violations in the Dominican 
Republic never waned. 

From his lifetime of service, Dr. Peña 
Gómez will, without question, be recorded in 
history as a civil rights icon and advocate for 
the poor in the Dominican Republic. He was 
never afraid to speak out against racism and 
invective directed towards him. He rose above 
the racism and hatred and in his own words 
said, ‘‘I am a human being who has experi-
enced many vicissitudes . . . I was born in an 
era of conflicts. I have two sets of parents and 
two families. One is by blood, and the other is 
the result of cohabitation. But both are dear to 
me.’’ It is my pleasure and great honor to cel-
ebrate the life and legacy of Dr. José Fran-
cisco Peña Gómez with his family and those 
who fondly remember his model and standard. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO BRUCE RASMUSSEN 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Bruce 
Rasmussen of Council Bluffs, Iowa for receiv-
ing the 2018 Mercy Heritage Award for Busi-
ness, sponsored by CHI Mercy Hospital in 
Council Bluffs. The Heritage Award was cre-
ated to show special recognition to volunteers 
who have enriched our community and helped 
established a legacy for the future. 

Bruce is a graduate of Thomas Jefferson 
High School in Council Bluffs and Iowa State 
University with an engineering operations de-
gree. After college, Bruce returned to Council 
Bluffs to help his father establish the family 
heating and air conditioning business. Today, 
Rasmussen Mechanical Services has oper-
ations in seven midwestern states with over 
200 team members. Bruce’s business experi-
ence goes beyond the family-owned heating 
and air conditioning business. He has owned 
a boat hoist manufacturing business, a fitness 
and wellness center, and helped develop a re-
tail outlet center called Power Plaza. He re-
cently purchased the old Bingo King building 
in Council Bluffs and is in the process of ren-
ovating the structure to be used as the cor-
porate headquarters for Rasmussen Mechan-
ical Services. Bruce has taken an active role 
in his community, serving in leadership roles 
with the Council Bluffs Chamber of Com-
merce, YMCA, Optimist Club, Lutheran Family 
Services, and Pottawattamie County Founda-
tion. He is a youth basketball and baseball 

coach and is an active member at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church in Council Bluffs. 

Mr. Speaker, I applaud and congratulate 
Bruce Rasmussen on his selection for the CHI 
Mercy Hospital Award for Business. I am 
proud to represent him in the United States 
Congress. I ask that my colleagues in the 
House of Representatives join me in congratu-
lating Bruce and wishing him nothing but con-
tinued success in all his future endeavors. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 50TH 
ANNIVERSARY OF ESKATON 

HON. DORIS O. MATSUI 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Ms. MATSUI. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
recognition of Eskaton, the largest nonprofit 
community organization serving senior citizens 
in the greater Sacrament area. As team mem-
bers, clients, and families celebrate Eskaton’s 
50th anniversary, I ask all my colleagues to 
join me in honoring Eskaton and its team 
members for their tireless commitment to en-
suring that the needs of our Seniors are met. 

For the past five decades, Eskaton has 
been defined by the compassion their staff 
shows towards their community members and 
the partnerships they have developed. 
Eskaton has been part of the growth of our re-
gion, enhancing the lives of our Seniors by 
providing innovative health, housing, and so-
cial services to nearly 14,000 people that live 
in their communities. Eskaton not only serves 
those living in their facilities, they also provide 
compassionate support options to those who 
choose to remain in their own homes. The 
Center offers important programs that assist 
Seniors in their daily lives, such as Telephone 
Reassurance, the Adult Day Health Center, 
and Eskaton Kids Connection. 

Eskaton serves the greater Sacramento 
community and our residents proudly. I extend 
my appreciation for the efforts of this out-
standing organization and the individuals who 
work tirelessly to provide valuable health initia-
tives and benefits to the region’s Seniors. 

Mr. Speaker, I stand to pay tribute to 
Eskaton and its staff for fifty years of serving 
Seniors in the greater Sacramento region. I 
ask all my colleagues to join me in honoring 
their exemplary work on behalf of Seniors, as 
well as their ongoing dedication to their mis-
sion of serving the community. 

f 

SHARING STUDENTS’ ‘MARCH FOR 
OUR LIVES’ REMARKS 

HON. STENY H. HOYER 
OF MARYLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, May 23, 2018 

Mr. HOYER. Mr. Speaker, on May 9, I came 
to the Floor and spoke about the March For 
Our Lives on March 24 and the nine extraor-
dinarily poised students in Morristown, New 
Jersey, who spoke at the rally there, which I 
attended. I include in the RECORD remarks by 
Raniya Madhi. I hope my colleagues will read 
them and internalize the sense of fear in 
which our nation’s students are living every 
day—and our responsibility as Members of 

Congress to do something to address this cri-
sis of gun violence. 

MARCH FOR OUR LIVES 
(By Raniya Madhi) 

Hi everyone, my name is Raniya Mahdi, 
and I’m a junior at Ridge High School in 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey, and I’m partici-
pating in this march to honor the lives lost 
at Stoneman Douglas High School in Park-
land, Florida, where we lost seventeen of our 
school companions and teachers to yet an-
other mass shooting in this country. 

Today is March 24. Millions of people are 
marching for their lives across the country 
to demand change so that no student, teach-
er, or parent has to fear for their or their 
loved ones life while they are receiving an 
education at school. When I heard about this 
shooting, I had mixed emotions. I was 
shocked, shocked, that we had to lose seven-
teen more innocent kids to another senseless 
killing, and yet some of us haven’t even ad-
dressed this issue that is killing our kids day 
after day. I was upset, upset to think about 
how their families must be feeling, that they 
will never get to kiss their kids goodbye ever 
again. They will never ever be able to see 
their loved ones, maybe in another world, 
but not this one. This world, this country, 
has made it impossible for us to be able to 
feel safe in our own schools. We should never 
have to think about the possibility of being 
shot by someone who can easily break 
through our defenseless walls and enter our 
school like an ordinary person, until they 
whip out their AR–15 and start firing at stu-
dents and staff without a care in the world. 
The ones who we lost should not have been 
taken away. Why did they need to suffer be-
cause of the inaction and stagnance of our 
congressmen? I thought to myself: These in-
nocent kids came to school, on Valentine’s 
Day, like any normal school day, yet they 
did not live to see their families and friends 
the next day. This is horrifying to me, that 
countless school shootings like this have 
happened over the years, but no change. 

Picture this: A nineteen-year-old walks 
into a liquor store and lawfully be denied 
any sort of alcohol. Now picture how is it 
that a nineteen-year-old cannot legally buy 
a beer but can legally buy an AR–15 assault 
rifle at this age? And how can our country 
allow a person to take the lives of fourteen 
fellow students and three teachers? We have 
to unite as one and urge our congressmen to 
take action. This is why we are participating 
in this peaceful protest, to pressure our con-
gressmen, senators, representatives and the 
President to make changes to the existing 
laws. Ban bump stocks! Ban assault rifles! 
Increase background checks! We deserve to 
feel safe in our schools! We may just be stu-
dents, but this kind of revolution has never 
happened before, where us kids are taking 
the reins. Look around you. Look at how 
many empowered students there are stand-
ing up here and around you. This is what de-
termination and unity looks like. With these 
two things, we can be the generation that 
ends gun violence. 

Most of us here are just teenagers. We 
should be worrying about doing well on our 
AP tests and finals in the end of the year, 
not about being shot by someone who can 
enter our schools. There have been eighteen 
school shootings this year alone, and we are 
only in March. This country’s problem is 
that we do not learn from our mistakes. In 
Australia, there was a mass shooting in 1996, 
when a gunman killed thirty-five people in 
Port Arthur. Only weeks after the tragedy, 
Australia banned all rapid-fire guns and of-
fered to buy the remaining weapons that 
some individuals possessed. Since that day, 
there has not been a single mass shooting. 
Not one in the past twenty-two years. 
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